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LOCOSCRIPT PC • MASTERFILE 8000 • BASIC LISTINGS 



Summer 5 'ate, O\[0W!! 



include VAT 

& 1st Class 

Delivery 



-~ 08 1-744-3087 
a 081-744-1834 

Monday - Saturday 10am - 6pm 
Fax: 081-891-6260 (24hr) 



FROM 25th JUNE 1990 

Maxell CF2(3" Disc) x 10 .£19.50 

Maxell CF2D (Double sided drive} x 10 £22.50 

Amsoft CF2 DD (individually cased) x 10. ..£29.95 

GAMES SOFTWARE 

Gnome Ranger £11.95 

Ingrid's Back £11,95 

(sequel to Gnome Ranger) 
APPLICATIONS 

Kempston Mouse & Software Pack £58.95 

(includes mouse, interface, DA ATA fax & Jeeves) 

Locoscript PC £94.95 

Locolink (Jo purchasers of Locoscript PC) ..£15.95 



JULY SPECIAL OFFER! 



CF2-3" DISCS 


£19.50 ! 

for 10 


All branded and 1 00% Certified ^H) 


10 off 30 off 

Maxell CF2 - Double Sided lor Single Drive £19.50 £56,50 

Maxell CF2 ■ D/S (individually cased) £22.50 £65.50 

Amsoft CF2 - Double Sided for Single Drive £21 .50 £62.50 

Maxell CF2-D DS/DD for 8512 & 9512 £22.50 £65,50 

Amsofl CF2 DD D/S D/D (Individually Cased) £29.95 £87 95 


Amstrad 3" Storage Box [10 Cap.) £5.95 


Lockable Storage Box (20 Cap) 


£7.95 




£995 


3" Disc Drive Head Cleaning Kit £4.95 
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GAMES 



Arnhem £15.50 

Brian dough's Football 

Fortunes £1 5,50 

Bridge Player 2000 with Tutor £12.50 
Bridge Player 2150 Galactica. £22.95 

Catch 23 £13.95 

Classic Games 4 Comp £1 5.50 

Clock Chess r 89 £15,50 

Corruption £1 8.50 

Cyrus Chess II £12,95 

G.Goocti's Test Cricket £1 5.50 

Gnome Rangers £1 1 .95 

Guild of Thieves £18.50 

Heathrow/Southern Belle £12.95 

Hop, Munch, Shoot Colin £11.95 

Ingrid's Back £11.95 

Jinxter £18.50 

Lancelot £15.50 

Mindfighter £13.95 



LOCOMOTIVE SOFTWARE 



& 



Locofile 8256/8512 

Locofile9512 

Locomail 2 

Locoscript II + Locospell 

Locoscript II (V2.28+) fl 

Locofont 1 j<T 

Loco-font 2 ,4f... 

24 pin Printer Driver 8/9 

Locofiie & Locomail £40.50 

3 Inch Thesaurus Deluxe (for use with locofile) £14.95 

Locoscript PC ..£94.95 

Loco Link [To purchasers ot Locoscript PC) £15.95 



£22.95 
£22.95 
£24.50 
£27.95 
£21.50 
£16.95 
£12.95 
£20.95 



BOOKS 



Locoscript 2 PCW 8256/851 2/95 12.. ..£9.95 

Locoscript, Locomail, Locospell £7.95 

Mallard BASIC PCW Intro & Ref £9,95 

Mastering Amst PCW 8256/8512 , £8.95 

PCW Machine Code £13.95 

Program Your PCW (Mallard) £8,50 

Using The Amstrad PCW 951 2 £9.95 

Locoscript II User Guide £14.95 

I 




PCW Adventure £13,95 

Scapeghost £1 5,50 

Scrabble £13.95 

Ski Climb Cavern Colin £11.95 

Steve Davis Snooker £12.95 

Tetris £15.50 

The Challenge, 4 games ■ ACE, 
Formula 1 , Skywar, Strip 

Poker £11 .95 

The Complete Home Entertainment 

Centre £13.95 

The Sun Cross Words V2 £15.50 

The Times Cross Words V1 ...£15.50 
The Times Cross Words V2 ...£15.50 

Time&Magik £11.95 

Tomahawk £15.50 

Trivial Pursuits .£14.95 



APPLICATIONS 

Mini-Office Professional 
Re-release Package 



£25.95 



Master Scan + Paint £69.95 

Crash Course Tutor (lansyst) £22.95 

Two Finger Conversion...., £22.95 

Touch YTGo £26.95 

Easy Labelter £32.95 

Desk Top Publisher £24.95 

Sage Poputar Accounts £69.95 

Sage Popular Accounts Plus...., £99.95 

Sage Payroll £51.95 

Sage invoicing £51.95 

Sage Popular Retrieve £49.95 

Chil-Chat £88.95 



Cracker II (Turbo) £44.95 

Supercalc II (Amsoft) £40.25 

AMX Mouse 4 Slop Press »2.7 £79.95 

Money Manager £39.95 

Master File 8000 £44.95 

Ptolext £52.95 

DBase II £51 .95 

Micro Design 2., , £42.00 

Kempston Mouse 

Mouse Pack £38.95 

Mouse S Software Pack £58.95 

Mouses DTP Pack £78.95 
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DUST COVERS 



£9.95 



8256/8512/9512, 



Anti-static, Water-proof, Creamy. Cover Set for Monitor, Keyboard & Printer, 
PCW 8256/8512 Crown Dust Covers (2 pes), waterproof, clear, covers for 
monitor and keyboard, separate for printer £7.95 
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RIBBONS 



fe£lO«) each 



Highest Quality Guaranteed 



1+ 3+ 10+ 

PCW 9512 Carbon Mullistrike ..,..£2,85 .£2.75 £2.65 

PCW 9512 Black Fabric £3.75 £3.50 £2.95 

PCW 951 2 Colour Fabric 

(Red, Blue, Green, Brown, Purple) £4.95 £4.50 £3.95 

PCW 8256<851 2 Carbon Mullistrike £3.75 £3.50 £3.25 

PCW 8256/851 2 Black Fabric £3.45 £3.00,. £2,85 

PCW 8256/851 2 Colour Fabric 

(Red. Blue. Green, Brown. Purple) £4.95 £4.50 £3.95 

(Primer Ribbons for Star, Epson, NEC, Panasonic. Amstrad. DMP.'LG, Juki M/S, Qume, 
Diablo, Brother, Canon/Taxan. Man/Tally. Shinwa, Commodore) P.O.A 



EDUCATIONAL 

(Age 12-16) 

Physics 

Chemistry 

Biology 

Micro English G.C.S.E .........£21.50 

Micro Maths G.C.S.E £21 50 

Ultimate Quiz (5-Adult) £14.95 

Ultimate Sums (5-mid leans) £14.95 



Magic Maths (4-8) 

Maths Mania (8-12) 

Better Maths (1216) 

Seller Spelling) 12.18! 

Business Italian ........... 

Business French 

Business Spanish ....... 

Business German 

Junior Playtime (4-8) £14 95 



11.95 



£49.95 
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MISCELLANEOUS 



PCW Joystick Interface £14,50 

Quickshot II Joystick £5.95 

Speed King Microswitch £10.95 

Parallel Serial Interface 

PCW8256/S512, £57.95 

Printer Cable D25-CEN 36 £7.95 

Printer Cable CEN36-CEN36 ...£9.95 

Margin Maker MM3 £1 2.50 

9512 Daisy Wheels £5.95 

2 Way CEN36 Switchbox £19.95 



T 



2 Way Senal D25 Switchbox ..£19.50 

4 Way CEN35 Switchbox £29.95 

4 Way Serial D25 Switchbox ,.£29.95 
Mouse Pad [Slrong 

Thick Rubber) £6.95 

9512 Printer Extension 

Lead (1.2 m) £14.95 

8256/8512 Printer Extension Lead 
[2 pes) (1.2 m) £19,95 



A to Z Computer Services 

49 Heath Road, Twickenham, Middx. TW1 4AZ Pk 1 



' Quantity order discount please ring 

" Education. Govt, Authority Official Orders welcome Min 

£50 
* Prices are for Mail Order only and subject to change 

without notice, 
■ COMPUTER PRODUCTS FOR PCs AMSTRAD. 

CPC. ATARI. AMIGA. BBC ALSO AVAILABLE. 
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Com ins Demystified 



Features 



Arnstrad's Fax Machine 



Reviews 
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Upgrading the 95 12 

Add an extra internal 3 inch drive to your 
95 1 2 - the easy way. 

Budget Drives 

We show you how you can make any 
low-cost, non PCW-specific drive work 
with your machine. 

Mini Office Professional 

Want to leam how to present numerical 
data as informatively and attractively as 
possible? We look at the graphics module. 
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Amstrad Fax Machine 

Tim Smith deciphers all the bells and 
whistles and tells you whether the FX 
96(X)T was worth the wait. 



Win Bibliotec! 



2] LocoScript 

You've either got or your haven't got , 
style. Sophie Lankenau shows you 
why your documents need never be 

WtthoU! it ,!;MI1I 
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The Perfect Workstation 

A photographic guide to productivity - and 
comfort - at your PCW keyboard. 



A) Growing Pains 

■" Discover the knack behind consistently 
producing the kind of articles that editors 
just can't refuse. 



AC Comms Demystified 

"" We t rans late some lypica I com ms jargon , 
ask what you need to get started and access 
a PCW bulletin board. 



Musical database 

We review Re-Chord, the database to help 
music-lovers keep track of their LPs. cas- 
settes and CDs. 

2JP Game Compilation 

*" Tim Smith tries his luck with the new 
five-in-one Home Entertainment Centre 
from CDS. 

t] Book Look 

" So what do you do when a micro lands on 
your desk? Sophie Lankenau finds out. 

« LocoScript PC 

"" All that time spent learning about 

LocoScript 2 on your PCW doesn't have 
to go to waste now that your favourite 
word processor is available for the PC. 
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Electronic Yellow Pages 

Let your keyboard do the walking as 
that well-known institution zap up their 
image and go on-line. Andrew Bibby 
goes baud -walking. 



Reg ulars 

5 
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News Plus 
Masterfile 8000 

Round off your database knowledge with 
the last in the present series of tutorials. 



Speakeasy 

James Willis reports on the changing face 
of popular micro-computing. 

Case in Point 

Meet Noms de Plume, the company who 
successfully produces creative writing 
courses with the help of two PCWs. 

Listings 

Langford 

Tipoffs 

Good Software Guide 

Spreadsheets, graphics and games 

Special Offers 

Don't despair if you did'nt win last 
month's competition. Read up on our 
special AgendA offer 

Postscript 

You air your views and ask your 
questions. 



M Competition 

^" Answer five easy questions to win a copy 
of the New Testament on disc 
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The Amsfrad Professional 
User Group is the officio 
support organisation for 
Amstrad PC, PPC and PCW 
owners. 

With thousands of 
members nationwide, 
the Amstrad 
Professional User 
Group has 
proved, beyond 
doubt, to be the 
essential add-on 
for Amstrad 
Computer Users. 




Members enjoy 

On-Line Technical 

Assistance, Substantial 

Discounts on Hardware 

and Software, a monthly 

Magazine, Newsletter 

and Offers, Nationwide 

Training, Welcome Pack 

and choice of quality 

Free Gift upon joining. 

Gold Card 

Membership is 

designed for the larger, 

possibly corporate user. 



THE ESSENTIAL 
ADD-ON 



Silver Card 
Membership is 
for the standard 
scale Amstrad 
User. 

For full details 
and our full colour 
brochure, simply 
return the FREEPOST 
coupon (no stamp 
required) or ring 

091 510 8787. 




— — s< 

Please send me Membership 
details of the Amstrad 
Professional User Group. 
I am resident in the U.K. 

Name 

Address 



Postcode 

Day Phone Number 

Machine Type 

Send to: 
Amstrad 
Professional 
User Group, 

FREEPOST, 
Sunderland 
SRI 1BR 
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News Plus 




Comms a time ... 

Il can he quiie frustrating arriving, for the first time, 
alone in a strange country unable to perform anything 
more proficient in the indigenous language than order- 
ing a cup of coffee. But that's precisely how most per- 
sonal computer owners feel when they are first con- 
fronted by the jargon-rich world of communications. 
It's a pity that the substantial and very real bene- 
fits that the world of communications offers you as a 
PCW owner have to be so besmirched and muddled 
by the impenetrable cloud or language surrounding 
them. What should be a relatively straightforward pro- 
cess passes silently and irretrievably into the domain 
of arcane computer lore: enter this kingdom at your 
peril. So why should you even think about making 



friends with comms? Simple: it enables you to access infor- 
mation in as lime -effective a way as possible. It doesn't 
have to be solely computer-related information either. 

As we hope our recent series of "on-line" articles has 
shown, computer communications allows you to do any- 
thing as diverse as making an airline reservation to Bali to 
finding out what The Guardian had to say about the 
Brighton Vintage Car Rally this month three and a half 
years ago. It can help you maintain contact and swap ideas 
with like-minded people pursuing similar interests. This 
month, for example, we've attempted to show you just how 
easy it can be to access a typical PCW bulletin board. 

Our feature aims to shed as much light as possible on 
information technology. De shrouded of its mystery, it can 
provide you with the gateway to a world of information and 
help. Here's hoping it really will be as easy as a phone-call. 



Foreword thinking 

Sending off your latest hope-iaden manuscript/article to an awaiting pub- 
lisher/magazine editor is harrowing enough without that sudden sick reali- 
sation that you have forgotten to include in the text something important. 
Similarly, how many limes do you stop - midflow - to scribble a hasty 
reminder to yourself on the back of envelope not to forget to include such 
and such an idea later on in the document you're writing? 

Il may well be that Bath-based Software Imperative (of Flipper fame> 
have come up with the permanent solution to this long series of writers' pit- 
falls and bugbears. The program in question (for a program it is) is called, 
quite simply. Foreword. 

It works as a kind of ideas and outline processor. In other words, you 
can, wilh Foreword's help, slowly piece together the skeleton of an article, 
dissertation or manuscript, idea upon idea, paragraph upon paragraph. 
Begin, for example, by thinking about the major tenet or thrust of the article 
you will write; determine exactly what you want to convey in each para- 
graph and encapsulate it in a single sentence. Work your way through the 
document in this way. 

Once you've assembled the bare bones of the document, in the form of 
these headers', you can go back through the paragraphs slowly fleshing 
them all out - with paragraph sub-texis. sub sub-texts and so on. The pro- 
gram's method of "crunching" the whole of a document's conients into 
what is a visually economical - and therefore easily assimilable - form 
means, says Andy Wilton, the man behind Software Imperative and 
Foreword - that "even in its more advanced stages, you can still see the 
wood for the trees. And you don"t suddenly come up against any brick walls 
whereby the program can't handle any more text." Foreword, he informs us. 
has up to eight consecutive levels of text emry. 

As you continue to add meat to the bones, you will probably find lhat 
you need 10 shuffle ideas around, alter the sequence of some of the para- 
graphs - and so on. Foreword, say its creators, takes the hard graft out of 
the creative process and helps you to painlessly transform raw copy into the 
finished polished product that the eventual recipient will be dying to read. 

Foreword's ace in the pack, however, is its ability to converse fluently, 
easily and quickly with LocoScript 2. You can import your Foreword arti- 
cle, at any stage of its maturity, into a LocoScript document for further 
refining. The imported document floods its way and very quickly across 
the LocoScript screen at a rate of 1 50-200 words a minute. You can stop at 
any point in the transfer process. Entire paragraphs reformat automatically 
any time you press a key - no need to wait for the [ RELAY] key to re- 
arrange your words. 

"If you are a dedicated LocoScript user," comments Andy Wilton, "you 
will never have to boot up CP/M to use this program. Similarly, if you 
threw your systems disc away 
when you bought your machine, 
you won't have to go rummag- 
ing around in the bin to find it 
again to use Foreword." 
Confirmed Pretext users 
shouldn't despair, however. 
Foreword works with CP/M 
word processors too. 

So, what's the damage? 
Software Imperative will be 
releasing Foreword, priced 
£39.99. sometime between the 
beginning and I he middle of 
July. As soon as this happens, 
we'll be reviewing it. It sounds 
good: watch this space! 



That's the spirit! 

So capable is the PCW when il comes 
in the world of comms, that it can 
even get in touch with the spirits of 
those departed. Psychic counsellor 
Ken Li mage has had a program writ- 
ten for his 8256 which enables him to 
converse wilh members of the spirit 
kingdom. "1 have about six regular 
contacts with whom I converse fairly 
frequently" explained Mr Limage, 
"and one night I dreamt that a friend 
had come up with a computer program 
which would allow me to ask my cor- 
respondents questions, and receive 
answers in a simple 'yes" or "no" 
form," Sure enough, the friend 
obliged, and Ken now has regular 
chats about all kinds of topics wilh his 
spirit companions. "I had a conversa- 
tion with Winston Churchill the other 
day" said Ken, '"He told me that Hitler 
was si ill alive, but lhat on no account 
should anyone try to find him". 

The predictions which have 
been made by some of his less 
famous contacts have been uncannily 
accurate, "A friend of mine was told 
that there would be death in his envi- 
ronment in the near future" Ken told 
us, "and within ihc next few days his 
mother-in-law passed away. He was 
also told to expect some kind of 
delay in dealing with the death, 
which turned out lo be true. He was 
held up for two days trying to get a 
boat across to sort out the funeral". 
The spirits even predicted the 
outcome of the opening match of the 
World Cup, between Argentina and 
Cameroon. "I asked if Argentina 
would win. and the answer was 'No'. 
I was so amazed that I then asked 





dSiar-like command format: fur a word count, press [ALT]|T|[W].Thi> transfer dialogue bos is on the right. 
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PCW ADVANTAGE 

• THE BEST PUBLIC DOMAIN SOFTWARE 

• TRIED & TESTED COMMERCIAL PROGRAMS 

• FAST DESPATCH - FIRST CLASS 

• PRICES INCLUDE VAT & POSTAGE 

• EASY START-UP MENU & 
INSTRUCTIONS 



GAMES & EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS 



PIT YOUR WITS ES.SS 

Pi] your wits agaanst Ihe compute* with these popular games:- 
Chess, Olhelto. Mastermind, spelfil. Rubrks Cube, Stone (Awari). 
Biorhylhm Plotter. TicTacTo and Word Search Puzzle Maker 

FUN A GAMES C5 95 

Plenty ot entertainment tram Ihis selection ol well-known classics :- 
Pacman. Space Invaders, Somber, Maze Game. Hungry Snake. 
Pressup, Ping-Pong. Relurn to Arg. Game of Lrle, Bugs & Golf. 

JUNIOR CHALLENGE CB.BS 

An anlertaining seleclion written specially fur the PCW:- Aeoal 
Antics, Battleships. Burglar Bill, Car Park Blues, Fly Race, Biblical 
Hangman, MasterMind, Posl Haste, Solitaire. Table Tesier. Widget 
Factory. 

AM U SEMENTS AND Dl VERSIONS £5,95 

Startreh. Lunar Lander, Merchant, Trade, Boggle, Baseball. 3D 
Noughts & Crosses. Chase, Quest. Homonyms, Horse Racing, Civil 
War. Baccarat, Craps. Hunt The Wumpus. Swarms, Blackjack. 
Square, Crazy-3. Hangman, American Football. Queen. Spies. Nim. 
Dots, Qragrace, Piloi. Strobe. 

COLOSSAL C AVE AD VENTU R E E 5 .95 

The tamous game which originated on main Irame computers, with 
save and re-load. Plus BESTIARY. "A well-produced, novel 
adventure" - Bill Brack Adventurer's Guide. 

PCW CHALLENGE E5.95 

Four entertaining cult games tram Nemesis:- The Trial of Arnold 
Blackwood. Arnold Goes To Somewhere Else, Tub Wise and Fool of 
Arnold Blackwood. Brawn Free. "A good challenge tots ol hints and 
ttps and a good range ol responses" - 8000 Plus 

LOGO LOgiC E5.95 

Six educational programs speciaNy wntten for DR-LOGO {supplied 
Wllh your PCW) ■- Plan Ihe shortest route with AIRLINER. Guess 
Ihe word wrlh ANAGRAM, play HANGMAN. Use DRAWING with 
LOGO turtle, write and pnnl tunes with MUSIC printer and usa the 
DISC LABEL PRINTER 

FUN WITH GRAPHICS C5 .95 

PCW-DRAW is a simple graphics drawing program - create, save, 
edit and print pictures BIO-MORPH Start wilh a simple figure and 
alter a few generations you have a set ol complex and unique 
creatures Plus GRAPHIC ROUTINES and README converts PCW 

screen to 45 characters. 



HOME & BUSINESS 



FILE INDEX £5*95 

H you want to keep a mailing 1st, address book, club membership 
file or want to catalogue your records, CD's, stamps or books then 
Ihis is ttie program for you. Similar to a card index system or Filofax, 
File Index comes with son, and printer routines and is easy to use 

PRINTMASTER £S.aS 

Mow you can use your PCW and primer lo good etleci by designing 
and printing your own customised Letterheads, Stationery. 
Calendars and Greeting Cards. Aiso prints signs and banners 

THE DE5KM4STER C $,95 

This suite ol programs comprises a desk-lop appointments 
calendar, calculator, memo-writer, card-iile database. Disc includes 
label prinler, borne accounts, mortgage calculator, weather 
forecaster. 

HOME VIDEO E5.9S 

Keep track of your video collection with [his purpose-built program. 
Offers lour Sort Options and Forms Management System to print in 
order of tille number, vkJeo number, global alphabetic or unique 

HOME INVENT0RY,'H0ME INSURANCE £3.03 

Record your possessions and their value for house contents 
insurance. Record bow much money you're spending or the value ol 
your stamp collection etc. Record how much money you have tied 
up in assets or use as a simple stock-taking program, 

L ETA FONT (For PCW with dot matrix) C5.EJ5 

Instead ol seeing ine same boning old character set on your PCW 
screen wim Letafoni you can introduce any of 16 new styles. See 
them on your own programs and wilh most commercial programs. 
See the fonts ON SCREEN or use them when printing out text files - 
make your letters more varied and stylish (NOT Locoscript} Use 
Leta-Edit to edit the t& lonls provided or re-design the entire 
character set 

KERMIT AND FRIENDS ES*95 

Plenty ol programs for data transfer between computers (local and 
remote), access databases and bulletin boards UKModem 7. 

Kermi(„ MEX and various communications utilities. This disc ateo 
contains software for PCW Viewdata and Prestei emulation, 

■TO CODE BOOK CG.9S 

Text tiles containing lists of all ihe UK STD codes and 

corresponding exchange names, listed in numeric order ol STD 
codes and alphabetical order ot exchanges Fifes are squeezed to 
get them on one disc 



WORD-SPREAD-BASES 



WORD PROCESSOR £5.93 

A powerful WordStar- like edrtor which offers full screen editing, full 
Wock operations., windowing, automatic horizontal scroll (line length 
up to 255 characters), macro lunctions. word-wrap, formatting, 
pagination, find/replace, undelete and more, 

SPREADSHEET £5.93 

For home accounts, mortgage repayments, small business and 
multiple calculation exercrses. Workspace of 60 rows by 26 
columns, msnu-driven command enliy. enter text, numeric value or 

calculation (+ - * / with reference lo any cell or total). Print facility 
and documentation. 

DATABASE C 5.fi3 

A small relational database lor storing simple data and producing 
reports from tha data. Uses Iree format query language wilh macros 
and commands plus on-line help. A good introduction to the concept 
ol databases. Disc also contains a useful Inventory Database. 

KEY BASE II cs.35 

Fully menu-dnven - Record Sal Up, Data Entry, Erase, Count 
Records, Set Report fields. Run Report Search, Display Last 
Output. Repeat Last Search. Search & Exlraci, Set Key Index. Print 

Records plus extensive file maintenance and indexing features. This 
shareware version is useable but limited in capacity but with more 
lhan enough to evaluate the program and set up a simple database: 
"KeyBase is well designed, simple to use and it works. A good value 
database." BOOQ Plus. 

NUMBER CRUNCHER £ 5 .9S 

Does lor calculations what your Word Processor does lor text. 
Retrieve mathematical expressions (formulae} from disc fites. 
calculate their results, modify them and store them back an to disc. 
Create fifes or formulae as you meet them and store them into 
expression liFes together with explanatory text. Plenty ol menu and 
screen prompts puts extensive on-line help. Up lo 15 sag tigs, over 
100 characters with any number of brackets and anthmetic, trig, log 
and % expressions. 



PROGRAMMING 



THE Z80 PROGRAMMER t5.E*5 

A complete Z80 Assembler creates an executable COM program 
from your Assembler life. Includes Z80 Disassembler, ZBO 
Debugger, ZSO Library. S080 Disassembler. Z80 to S0&D Translator 
and utilities. 

THE C PROGRAMMER C5,95 

Not sure which language to go tor? Try the small C Compiler, a 
practical and useable introduction to C. The disc includes source 
code and documentation Produces executable COM programs. 

C TOOLBOX cs.es 

Practical examples of C at work. C source jlor a variety of 
compilers) with ,COM programs. As a bonus Ihe programs are quite 
useful too. 

PROLOG - 80 C5.95 

Fascinating introduction to At. VQ control, database manipulation 
global variables, arrays, blocks, unification etc. With edrtor. 

THE LISP PROGRAMMER £3,95 

Find oul more about this lascinating Artificial Intelligence interpreter. 
Plenty of on-disc documentation. 

JRT PASCAL (2 DISC SET] CB.S4 

A prolessional-Quality Pascal Compiler which comes with extensive 
documentation and plenty ol source code examples. 

GOING FORTH £5,95 

A comprehensive FORTH compiler which produces executable 
programs. Disc contains extensive documentation, library Tiles and 
utilities. 



UTILITIES 



IN STAMEN U (5.S5 

Locoscript-styre menu presentation tor CPrM programs. Easy access 
to user areas, simple cursor-controlled program selection for 
running, lyping, erasing and copying programs. The ideal 'Irani end". 

IN-CONTRQL £5.99 

Two main functions ■ FILE CONTROL features Copy, Delete. 
Rename, Prim Change User Number, Change Attributes. Log, sort 
Go To and Word Processor-style lext tils editing - DISC CONTROL 
leatures Disc Map, Disc Parameters. Sector Edilor - File Editor and 
Unerase. 

COMPLEAT UTILITIES 1:5,95 

NSWP Newsweep one key erase, copy rename and prim plus many 
other leatures. SUPERZAP Disc sector editor - edil tly Irack/secloi 
or by filename. DISCKFTAdrsc formatter, 17BK dala format and 5 1/4" 
second drive, plus a dozen more useful programs 

TEXT PROCESSING UTILITIES £5.95 

SIDEWAYS - pnnls text file (eg Spreadsheet) sideways on your 
printer, SORT any ASCII list inlo alphabetical order, WORD COUNT 
LOCOUNT Word Count lor Locoscript files, WSCLEAN. CALENDAR 
GENERATOR, SPELLING CHECKER, SCORING CARD BANNER 
Primers. TYPEWRITER emulator. 

CISC ORGANISATION E5.95 

CATALOGUE your disc collodion and produce a printed index, LU 
LIBRARY for archiving and saving disc space, MENU SYSTEM 
FILE DATING SYSTEM. SQUEEZE and UNSQUEEZE for saving up 
10 40% disc space. 



Four ways to buy: 

[Tf PHOME: 02 42 224340 with your 



ACCESS or VISA number 
FAX: 0242 226755 

POST your Cheque, Postal Order 
or Eurocheque 
COLLECT direct from our 
showroom 




FORMS BOX COMPBMDHIM £19.95 

Save yourself a lot ol time and money by using this sal of over 80 
ready- to- print Locoscript lofms. Use them as Ihey are or edit Ihem 
to your requirements, &sc includes Personal Organiser, Home r 
Finance, Planner and Business sections 

UTILITY PLUS CI 9.95 

Packed wilh Urna-saving programs to get Ihe best out ol your PCW ■ 

Address Book and Mailing Label Prmier r File Sorter, Converter for 
lexl to mulli -column format, Leiier, Word and Sentence Courtier , Dal 
Matrix Pnnler Set- Up Commands and more. 

HYPERTEXT C19.9S 

Regard H as a 3-dimensional leu; processor. Subject words used in 
one level are described in more detail in lower level Words in the 
lower level can be further ampEilied in ihe next level etc. Hypertext 
works rn a similar way to the human brain by retrieving information 
using associative links between topics. A very powerful lool when 
assembling documentation and reference matariats. 

EXPERT SYSTEM £19.95 

Helps analyse a piablem togically, BuiJd your own custom 
knowledge base. Mainlam a database ol information which is linked 
by a pre-defined set of rules. Each rule specifies the iacts which 
have lo be irue before a condusion can be reached. A typtcai 
expert system would ask a series of questions. Each answer given 
leads to a more delailed question until Ihe system is ready lo ofler a 
solution. 

TEXTBASE ct».g S 

Texlbase 4$ designed to assemble a database horn a serves ol 

previously created text (ASCII) hies. Once assembled in the 
database the fites can be searched, sorted, printed elc. 

SECURITY £19 95 

Ensure lhal onty authorised persons have access to your PCW. 
using simple password control to unlock your dies, with a key word 
or key phrase of up to 255 characters. 

S UPAS TAT £10,05 

A large collection of statistical programs and utilities designed to run 
under Mallard BASIC. Eas^to. use with lull menu selection. 



ADVA N TAG E 

ENTERTAINMENT 

SOFTWARE 



l Disc E9.95 Over 3 Discs 
'2 Discs £14.95 E7.50Each 
3 Discs El 9.95 



SLIDER ' fW^ ^ c »'« 

A unique computer version of the mechanical sliding squares 
puzzle? Pictures are divided up on a grid of squares, which are then 
mixed up; your task is to slide them around to re-assemble the 
pictures. 

PCW. DRAUGHTS E9.9S 

A well -presented and challenging version of (he well-known board 
gams, played against (he computer. Large, dearly presented board 

making the most of (he PCWs hi-resolution graphics. 

VERBIAGE C0.9S 

A novel computer game based on lbs popular TV Quiz 

"COUNTDOWN" Take lurns wuh ihe computer to choose 9 letters 
from ihe alphabet by staling VOWEL or CONSQWENT Make the 
longest word you can - ihe computer will do the same Whoever has 
the longest word wins' 

TRIVIA QUIZ £9.93 

A multi-choice game with plenly of last-action graphics and sound, 
competitive scoring and a wide variety of questions, Gameplay is 

easy to understand and each round is short enough to maintain 
i merest. For age a to adult- "Guaranteed completely trivial" - 8000 
Plus. 



HIGH LEVEL LANGUAGES 



NEVADA COBOL COMPILER C33.B5 

COBOL Is an induslry standard dala processing language, syllable 
for business applrcalicns Based on ANSI-1974 Standard COBOL, 
Nevada features runlrme error messages, random access and 
sequential files and inlegralran ot assembly language using Ihe DR 
MAC assembler. 

NEVADA PASCAL COMPILER q 33.95 

Offers (loalrng poinl lo 14 digits. Irace facility, runtime error 
messages, linker and assembler. 26 built-in functions, 9 buill.in 
procedures. 15 I/O functions, random sequential and indexed file I/O 
functions, histogram acuvily analyser and access lo system calls. 

N E VADA FORTRAN COMPILED C33.BS 

Adheres closely to the ANSI *39-1966 standard wilh some 1977 
BHIensions Advance features include THEN, ELSE, COPY. 
CHAINing ant) TRACE, Wilh two- pass assembler, random I/O trie. 
25 general purpose suhroutine/lunction library and runtime error 
reports. Mo Unking. 

MIX C COMPILER with comprehensive manual and tutorial £33.95 

MIX C EDITOR lor all your source code Bditvng , £19 95 

MIX C ASM UTILITY S Tuional Source Coos Eiamplas £10 95 

M IXC GRAPHICS LI B RARY Ready to run graphics routines . £10 95 

HiSOFT C COMPILER Popular compiler wilh £080 edrtor £44 95 

HISOFT ZBASIC COMPILER Tne only Basic compiler for PCW. £64 95 

HISOFT MODULA-2 COMPILER Pqwertul implemenlation £49.95 

HISOFT PASCAL 80 Weft-known compiler wilh ED80 edrtor .£44.95 

HISOFT FORTH Interesting compiler wilh ED 80 editor £24.95 

H ISOFT DEVPAC 80 V2 Comctele ZOO Assembler wilh E D80 £44 95 



ADVANTAGE (EP) 56 BATH ROAD, CHELTENHAM GL53 7HJ Tel: 0242 224340 



News Plus 



'Are you sure?" to which the reply 
was 'Yes'. Ii also predicted this 
year's Derby winner and 1 won 
£20." The spirits, however, do not 
lake kindly to their advice being 
used for direct Financial gain. It is 
also unfeasible for just anyone to 
use the program, "There are only 
certain people who can talk to spir- 
its. A journalist came down to have 
a look at the program, and she asked 
if she could type her questions into 
the computer. 1 asked the contact, 
who said 'No'. 1 had to ask the ques- 
tions for her." 

Ken is, however, considering 
turning his discovery into a com- 
mercial venture - but not to predict 
race results or pools combinations. 
"1 spend most of my lime helping 
my friends to learn more about 
themselves through my psychic 
powers" he explained. "I would like 
to expand it to encompass more peo- 
ple by turning it into a business. 1 
have also been writing down all the 
conversations which 1 have had - 
they are fascinating to read and 
would make an excellent book. At 
the moment 1 consider myself as a 
sort of psychic social worker who is 
overworked and underpaid!" So 
what is standing in the way of Ken's 
commercial plans? "Capital and 
business expertise" he replied, "of 
which I have neither." 

Watch this space for any further 
spooky developments; perhaps 
Ken's PCW will itself turn psychic 
and be able to talk to corrupted data 
languishing in the great limbo file 
in the sky... 



On the move (I) 

Industry efforts to make comput- 
ing a totally mobiie pursuit never 
cease to expand. Only recently, 
the Plussers were convulsed with 
laughter at the sight »f Paul 
Stephens, Editor of our sister 
magazine PC Plus, wandering 
around the building with - wait 
for it - a wrist top computer 
strapped to his arm. The Husky 
Hunter 16 measures 8.5" by 6.2", 
and is fine if you are right- 
handed (the keypad is on the far 
right of the machine, so left 
handed folk will have an interest- 
ing time tickling the crook of 
their elbows while trying to gel 
the hang of the positioning). 
However, the likelihood of being 
laughed out of the bus queue will 
prohahly outweigh that of your 
ever using it in the manner fur 
which it was designed. Of course, 
the wrist top location is not com- 
pulsory; the machine can be used 
anywhere about your anatomy 
which you choose (as long as the 



System addict 

Digita International, specialists in 
home and small business accounts 
packages such as DG Payroll and 
Business Controller, have released 
the PCW version of their popular 
accounts package. System 3. The 
software was developed on the 
same principle us Database 
Software's Mini Office, in that it 
comprises a suite of three pro- 
grams, written specifically for the 
PCW, which may be used indepen- 
dently, or integrated as necessary. 
The invoicing element can be used 
to produce invoices, statements and 
VAT summaries, while the stock 
control program offers inventory, 
stock valuation and price list facili 
ties. A cashflow controller makes 
up the complete system, which is 
aimed at the home or office user. 
Said Digita's .Jeremy Rhyll 'The 
other versions of System 3, particu- 
larly for machines like the Atari 
ST, have been immensely popular. 
This is an important release for the 
PCW, and we are expecting the 
same kind of response." System 3 
costs £49.95, and is available soon 
from Digita International (tele- 
phone 0395 268893). We will be 
reviewing it in the near future. 



strap fits around it... I or as a desk- 
top, complete with a portable disc 
drive. Its serial port means that it 
can be used in conjunction with 
the PCW. with the relevant inter- 
facing. How long will it be before 
the first fingertip-top mainframe 
svstem is released? 






On the move (II) 

If you've been following our recent 
reviews of the PCW-compatible 
portable computers, the Atari 
Portfolio and Micro writer's 
AgendA. you will be aware of just 
how useful it is to turn time-wast- 
ing train journeys into productive 
working hours. Now it seems that 
not only can you use your time to 
prepare work while you are on the 
move, you can also print it out as 
well. Canon have announced the 
release of their new PCW compati- 
ble BJ-lOe 'bubblejef printer, the 
first personal printer that is a desk- 
top and a portable unit. The BJ-lOe 
is the size of an A4 pad, and 
weighs only 4lbs. 

There is no compromise on 
quality; the bubble-jet print is 
reputed to be of near laser print 
standard. The technology itself was 
discovered accidentally, by the con- 
tact of a soldering iron with an ink 
filled syringe. Thus on the print 
head itself, there is a small electric 
heating element on top of each of 
the 64 nozzles, which heals the ink 
inside and causes it to evaporate 
into a bubble which then forces a 
drop of ink out on to the page. 
Although this sounds like a labori- 
ous and complicated process, the 
rate at which ink jets can be gener- 
ated goes into thousands per sec- 
ond. The production of graphics 
and text, at a maximum of 360 dpi 
(dots per inch) is far superior to 
that which the PCW packaged 
printers - dot matrix for the 8000 
series and daisy wheel for the 95 1 2 
- can achieve. 

Maintenance for the standard 
PCW printers can often be a nui- 



sance, with the risk of the compo- 
nent parts such as the printer head, 
the ribbon and the roller developing 
faults. Canon's new product uses a 
cartridge which contains both the 
print head and the ink supply. It has 
a lifetime of 700,000 characters if 
used for high quality print, or 
1,400,000 in economy mode. Each 
cartridge costs £19.93, and can be 
fitted as easily as a replacement 
ribbon on a dot matrix primer. 

The BJ- lOe bubble] et printer is 
due for release in September, and 
8000 Plus will be putting it through 
its paces around that time. When 
we received details of this revolu- 
tionary new piece of equipment, we 
were amazed at the budget price of 
£45. The very next day, however, 
brought an urgent message from 
Canon that there was. in fact, a 
small yet highly significant '3' to 
put infront of the misprinted figure. 



Would you be seen wilh litis strapped if 
your wrist? Husky Ihink you will.. 






Forever blowing hubbies; the Canon Br- 
ide portable - yes, portable, primer 
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News Plus 




Who is 
this man? 

Well he looks like a zany fellow 
and by golly he is. Mad Mel 
CroLicher warns thai 'nothing and 
no one are safe' when it comes to 
dishing out his acerbic wit via a 
British Telecom 0898 Computer 
Fun Line, recently set up. Mel's 
picture is enough to indicate that 
he wants his head read, so 8000 
Plus dialled the number to tune in 
to some of his side-splitting 
humour. Our sides are still per- 
fectly intact. 




Cirtech 

Cirtech, producers of the 
Diamond Hard disc, reviewed 
hete in October of last year, 
have moved. Contact them now 
at Monks ford Stables, Newtown 
St Boswells, Melrose, TD6 
ORU, telephone 0835 23898. 
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JEM update 

After several weeks of specula- 
tion, it has been con fir met! thai 
JEM Computers, erstwhile 
advertisers in 8000 Plus, have 
gone into liquidation, [f you have 
placed an order using a bank 
charge card such as Access or 
Visa for goods worth £100 or 
more, your bank should be able 
to assist you in reclaiming your 
money. If you have ordered 
goods by any other means, and 
still not received either your pur- 
chase or a refund, you are 
advised to contact the liquidators 
who will take details of your 
claim and assist you where possi- 
ble. The person to contact is Ian 
W Walton, of Coyne, 
Butterworth and Chalmers 
(Chartered Accountants). The 
address is SI, Fortuneswell, 
Portland, Dorset UTS ]LY,and 
he can be telephoned on 0305 
821229. Meanwhile, 8000 Plus 
apologises for any inconvenience 
which our readers may have suf- 
fered. VVc try our utmost to 
ensure that the quality of our 
advertisers matches the quality 
of the magazine. 

Art for art's sake 

While you don't have to be Picasso 
to gel the best out of Creative 
Technology's DTP workhorse 
MicroDesign 2, a little guidance 
upon die program's capabilities 
probably wouldn't go amiss. We 
reported in the April issue of 8000 
Plus that a company called CTC 
(UK) Ltd (telephone 0202 299676) 
runs a professionally compiled 
weekend course on MicroDesign. 
based in Bournemouth at a cost of 
£150. More modestly priced help is 
now at hand in the form of Rod 
Patient, an experienced 
Microdesigncr who will apply his 
knowledge of the program to your 
specific needs. For £80 per day, Mr 
Patient will offer tuition from his 
home in Harlow, but if you would 
prefer him to visit you at home, 
you must pay his travelling 
expenses as well. To find out more 
information, you can contact him at 
195 Mil wards, Harlow. Essex, tele- 
phone 0279 4443 1 .1. 



CLUB NEWS 

Club News is always glad to hear from anyone who runs, or is in involved in, any organisa- 
tion concerned with the PCW. Your club or group might be specifically aimed at the PCW, 
on the nlher haad it might merely use the machine to speed up and streamline the general 
club working. Whatever it is. if there is a PCW involved we would like to hear about it. IF 
you would tike to popularise, publicise and promulgate your club, group or organisation you 
should send details in Club News, StNHI Plus Magazine. iieaul'orii Court. 30 Monmouth 
Street, Bath. HA 1 2XF. We're sorry hut because we are busy trying to produce the magazine 
we normally don't have the time for telephone calls. 

Club News 

As the M25 user club approaches its third birthday. Chairman Ken Ritchie 
informs us that all is going well. The Club meets twice a month; the first 
of the two sessions deals with program handling, where members will 
compare notes on LocoScripl, Supercalc or MicroDesign, and the second 
of the two is devoted to CP/M. "We are currently looking at the idea of 
buying a club version of MicroDesign 2. which we are all very keen on at 
the moment. We are also concentrating on building up the membership" 
explained Ken Ritchie. 'After all, new members mean new ideas and new 
expertise". So willing is Ken to welcome new members, he will even meet 
them at Perivale Tube Station on the Central Line and take them to one 
of the club meetings. "New membership is the lifebiood of any club, 
and since the first meeting is free anyway, I don't mind helping new 
people find us." 

Ken acknowledges that setting up a user club can be a daunting 
prospect for some. "It seems like a difficult task, but you would be sur- 
prised how many people are willing to gel together and give it a go," Ken 
has very kindly offered to send 8000 Plus a copy of the club's constitu- 
tion, and any readers who are thinking of setting up a user club can con- 
tact us for a copy. For informalion about joining Ken and the M25 User 
group, either telephone the membership secretary Tony Brown on 081 841 
3666. or write to Ken Ritchie at 5. Rib Vale, Hertford,'sG14 3LE. 



Talk to me 

We announced several months ago that PCW World had launched a 
new disc format translation service, enabling data from Amstrad 
PCW 3 inch discs to be transferred to a plethora of diverse formats. 
Interest has been such that new equipment has been brought in to 
cope with increased public demand. Transfers can be made to the 
Apple Macintosh, IBM PC, Atari ST, and Hewlett Packard machines 
- the list is endless. In addition, data from any of these formats can be 
transferred back to 3" disc for use on the PCW. A service such as this 
means that the home user can prepare documents on the PCW, and 
have the data adapted for reading by, say, the office computer, which 
is likely to be a different machine. If you are thinking that the time 
span between submitting discs for transfer, and having them returned 
in a new format will be longer than is practical, rest assured. PCW 
World undertake to carry out transfers and send you the finished 
product by return of post in most cases. The service is far from costly; 
PCW owners are privy to a special price of £5.95 per disc, which cov- 
ers data transfer, VAT, post and packing and insurance. Contact 
Gerry Austin of PCW World on 0384 66269 for further details. 



Ink-lined to be 
of help 

Meanwhile, Tom Burden of 
Leeds Polytechnic has come up 
with a helpful service for users of 
Hewlett Packard desk jet print- 
ers, (which have an Epson PX80 
emulation so are supported by 
LocoScripl 2's printer driver). 
'The cartridges can run out very 
quickly, especially if they are 
used to print graphics and DTP" 
explained Mr Burden. 
"Replacements cost £14- £15, 
which is pretty costly." Burden 
has come up with a re-inking ser- 
vice w hich will cost vou less than 



half the price. One ribbon will cost 
you £7.50. but reductions are 
available for "bulk" orders. Two or 
three ribbons will be re-inked for 
£6.00 each, and four ur more will 
cost a mere £5.00 per ribbon. "1 
am hoping that 1 will be able to 
develop a cheaper way of replac- 
ing the cartridges for the new 
Canon buhblejet" (see 'On the 
move 11', over the page) Tom told 
us. " I just need to persuade some- 
one to lend me their new printer 
for a few days!" Telephone 
enquiries can be made to Mr 
Burden on 0532 782355, or rib- 
bons can be sent straight in to 
Tom at 9, St Chad's Grove, 
Leeds. LS6 3PN. 



NEED MORE MEMORY? 

then plug in a RAMPAC 




• Compatible with all Amstrad PCW's 
simply plugs into the expansion port. 

• Adds 512k of RAM, instantly! 

• Through connector allows continued 
use of other peripherals. 

• Tested Locoscript compatible by 
Locomotive Software. 

• Only £99.00 ♦ VAT. E5 
Total £113.85. Postage free .^ 
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SCA Systems Ltd., 61 Ferringham Lane, Ferring, 
West Sussex BN12 5LW. Tel:0903 700288. 



• Full 8 Bit Centronics 
parallel port 
for printers and plotters 

• Full duplex RS232 serial port tor 
communications at all speeds 
between 75 and 19200 Baud 

• User Manual supplied with details 
of cables 

■ Only £48.00 + VAT. Total ESS. 20. Postage tree 



SCA Professional Pins 

All the above functions plus: 

• Real Time Clock and calendar with on-screen 
digital clock display 

• Demonstration software supplied on a 3" diskette 

• Automatic CP/M time and date stamping 

• Only £57.00 + VAT. Total £65.55. Postage free 




SERIAL/PARALLEL 

INTERFACES 

For Amstrad PCW's 



SCA Systems Ltd., 
61 Ferringham Lane, Ferring, 
West Sussex BN12 5LW. 
Tel: 0903 700288 






Walkthrough 



Get the boot 

A problem which has been 
interesting TOO scries owners 
and software developers is the 
following; is ii possible lo boot 
(startup I an 8256 or S5 1 2 from 
the B; drive? The 95l2has to 
boot from j double density 
inn (lit atl its got!) so why nul 
the 8001) series'! Well, the 
machines have very different 
architectures and, as far as we 
know, no one has yet come up 
wilh aB:dnve bowing 81)00 
scries machine. Anyone got any 
bnjhi ideas? The point of .ill 
this, by the was. is lhal once 
your A: drive breaks there's no 
way into your machine without 
buying a new one. 



What's in a 
name? 

The 8256 and 85 12 arc so called 
bcause [hey make use of Ihe 

ZSfl processor chip. The Z 
• I and> lor Zilog and was devel- 
oped by a large company called 
Intel. So.doeslhc 95 12 make 
use of a Z90? In a word no. 
There is nosucii thins;, [ft 
called the 95 12 because 
Anrstrad needed a number u> 
follow 8. 



More 95 1 2 for you 

Just because the 9512 came out of its box with one built-in drive it 
doesn't mean that it has to stay that way. Tim Smith makes the upgrade 




OAII electronic equipment stores residual voltage. This is especially 
tine of computers. So, unless you have some strange power which 
enables you lo store eleciricity, you should leave the 95 1 2 switched off and 
unplugged overnight, Before going into ii you should also earth yourself. 



© 



I The *J5 12 is a secure beast. It comes with six retaining screws ■ cress 
head (Philips) variety. There are two on the side (towards the front), 
two on ihe base al the back and two on each side of the top of the machine, 

Remove these, as well as the contrast and brightness switches. 




I Once the screws are removed and stored you can take the back casing 
_. from the machine. Have a blanket or other non-scratch surface ready 
to lay the 9512 down on. You actually have to remove ihe front of the PCW 
from the body before you can reach the innards properly. 



OOnce you have the casing off Ihe machine this is what you will see. 
Have a sharp knife close lo hand; a file could also be useful. You will 
need to prise off the from panel lit says PCW9512I and then remove the 
plastic security panel which guards the aperture for the new drive. 
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. On the side of the 95 12 and lowards ihe back you will see a ihin black 
cable secured by a nut. You need lo free this before you can pivot the 
front of the machine off. Make sure that you either keep the screw safe or 

tighten it withoul the cable connected. 



©There are more cables to deal with. They all need removing from the 
circuit boards so thai the front will pivot off. A good rule is to remove 
them by way of the cable head and not the cable itself. Our An Editor Jules 

demonstrates ihe wrong way to do it. She was told to! 



Walkthrough _ 



T 

he PCW 95 I 2 came with a 
number of very big surprises for 
•M. those people who hatl been used 
to doi matrix printers, small keyboards 
and single density (A: drive) discs. One 
of these shocks was the fact that the 
machine was bundled with one, lonely 
double density disc drive. While this 
gave a storage capacity of 780k. which 
seems a more than adequate amount, it 
did make the process of baeking-up 



files rather tedious. There was always 
massive amounts of disc swapping to 
to he done. 

Lurking within the machine, 
however, is space, power and cabling 
for yet another drive. Filling a new 
drive here would double the storage of 
the 95 12 and cut down on disc swap- 
ping. It also means, with the new 
memory packs which have recently 
become available, that your Stan of Day 



procedure can uiLike even more use ol 
the machine. Using two drives, a 
RatnPack and Flipper you could turn 
your PCW 0512 into a mighty computer 
which would put some upstart IBM PC 
clones to shame. 80(X) Plus will now 
show you just how easy it is to fit a new 
double density drive and make your 
9512 work even harder for you. 
• Thanh to Silicon City for the drive 
(£112). Contact ihcnt on 0209X91141 




l Once you have the cables removed you will need to free the from 
panel from ihe main body of the machine. There are four screws on 
each side of the front of the 9512 which need 10 be released and stored for 
later. Take care not to loosen the screws around Ihe screen itself. 



OOnce all the cables have been released you can remove the front from 
the body of the machine and lie them next to each other. You can then 
get a good look at Ihe mounting for your new drive. This might also be a 
good time 10 remove the front panel and plastic guard flap. 




OYour new drive should now be unpacked. On the back of it is a small 
metal guard flap secured with one screw. Loosen it and remove the 
guatd. This will need 10 be refined laier. The screw will secure both ihe 
guard and the earthing cable. Before that, ensure that ihe apenure is clean. 



CD 



L There are iwo cables, one ribbon I data carrier) and one multi- 
coloured (power lead) for lite new drive. Snip the nylon band holding 
[hem. The back of your new drive has two sockets into which the cables fit. 
The red band on the ribbon cable must always be facing the power cable. 




®Now lit ihe guard plale 10 the back of Ihe drive. Take either one of 
the black earth cables from Ihe A: drive and connect this to the new 
drive. Tighten Ihe screw and you're ready to secure the new B; drive to Ihe 
mountings. You only have three screws for this, but that's quite enough, 



When you've goi the drive ruled to its moorings you're ready for 
the really irrilaling part which is refitting the front to the body of the 
machine and also Ihe back of the 9511 Make sure all is secure. Load a start 
of day disc and off you go. Your 95 1 2 should now proudly show two drives. 



^ 



By the power 

The black power cable ji the 

back of your PCW will need lo 
be fed through ihe machine in 
order to pivot [he from off- The 
easiest way to Jo \hk is by loos- 
ening [he lower of ihe M C 1 1 - 
quit boards,. This has FW miuII 
.screws ul the front. Remove 
ihese jsul slip ihe cable beneath 
the hoard after taking ii from lis 
resting place St the back of (he 
yS 12. Do remember to keep ihe 
screw safe as you will need to 
reseeufc the hoard ai ihe end of 
the process after you have fed 
The power cable back. 



It won't work 

When you have fitted ihe dcJVB 
and switched on you would 
expert the A: drive light lo 
come on and the machine to 
boot. If both lights come on at 
once then something ha* gone 
wrong. The most likelj Faiitl is 
that you have lilted the data 
handling ribbon cabfe ihe wrong 
way around- Remember, the red 
strip down the side of that cable 
Bud Ivfacingihesockcifor 
the power cable This mans 
going through the whole 
process again. 

One point to mention 
About the drive is lhat Silicon 
City's instructions were quite 
excellent. They tell you which 
cable is which and when it 
should he removed. 8M0 Plus 
migbi be good but we doff our 
caps lo Ihe aid given by SC . 
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Variety Performance 

Phil Craven goes bargain-spotting and shows you how to go about 
attaching non PCW-specific external drives to your machine 




Remember when Amstrad 
launched the first PCWs onto a 
relatively unsuspecting nation 
with their impressive "get rid of your 
typewriter and buy all this great gear" 
TV campaign? We all dashed off to our 
local computer shop with our type- 
writers tucked neatly under one arm. 
The shops didn't warn our typewriters 
but, undaunted, we staggered back 
again, proud as punch, clutching our 
shiny new PCWs under the other arm. 
Remember that? It was just before the 
first advertisements appeared to tell us 
that our 3" disc drives might not really 
be the bee's knees after all; our little 
hearts were suddenly thrown into turbu- 
lent disarray. 

In those days we were offered the 
5.25" drive as an alternative and, more 
recently, a number of 3.5" drives have 
been added to the range. We now know, 
of course, that the 3" version is in no 
way inferior to any other and that each 
size has its own particular merits which 
have been fully explored in our pages. 
In one way we are perhaps a little fortu- 
nate in that if we want the merits of a 
particular disc drive, we don't have too 






THE CIRCUIT BOARD 



Tandy circuit boards have 
copper rings around each hole 
making soldering to them very 
simple. Slrip board is not ideal 
for this purpose since too 
many strips would need lo be 
cut and the number of wire 
connections is not reduced. 
Slots may need to be cut in the 
26-way female IDC connector 
to accommodate the bumps of 
fee PCWs socket. 




1 - 25 GND 



e m- 
10 •- 



12 •- 



16 •- 
18 •- 
so •- 






24 tt- 
26 *- 
CO 

z 



1 -33 GND 

1 

2 

4 

6 

B 

10 

12 

14 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

26 

30 

32 

34 



m 

z 
a 



Diagram showing how the 

PCWs connector is wired 

lo the disc drive 



many to choose from - unlike owners of 
PCs. Amigas or STs whose respective 
magazines contain a plethora of disc 
drive advertisements each purporting to 
be the best. 

As PCW owners, we have been 
blessed with relatively easy choices. 
Until now, thai is. For now [ ant going 
to explain why almost any disc drive 
can be made to work on all models of 
PCW, Why would you want to know 
this? Well, there are many new and used 
drives offered for sale in various maga- 
zines, auctions, sales - and other places 
- a! prices so low that our wallets would 
positively leap out of our pockets if 
only they would work with our PCWs! 
But they are usually designed for other 
computers, or not even cabled up at all. 

Do you take Shugart? 

They may be cased, uncased, with or 
without a power supply, 5.25 inch. 3,5 
inch, 3 inch. full. half, third or quarter 
height, single or double -sided, 80 track, 
40 track or even 40/80 switchable, It 
sounds confusing, doesn'l it? Without a 
little bit of prior knowledge, they would 
all appear to be absolutely worthless lo 



us. But, in fact, many of them would be 
more than suitable for us and it isn't 
difficult to find out which ones. 

The first thing to realise is that 
almost all disc drives conform to the 
same interface standard and are, as far 
as your PCW is concerned, much of a 
muchness. Whether they be Teac, 
Hitachi or Citizen, they interface to the 
computer in an identical way. They may 
have differences such as 40 or 80 tracks 
and take different sizes of discs but, lo 
us. they are the same. 

Obviously then, none of the PCW 
alternative drives we see advertised on a 
regular basis are in fact PCW-specific. 
They are all standard drives which have 
special cables to allow them to connect 
to the PCW. Similarly, an Atari or PC 
drive is standard but has a special Atari 
or PC cable. The one thing which stan- 
dardises them is the set of 34 signals 
(connections), known as the Shugart 
interface, by which they connect to a 
computer. Like most computers, the 
PCW implements this signal set; there- 
fore most drives can be connected to it. 

So standard is the Shugart interface 
that it is reasonably safe to assume an 
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Diagram showing how the 
imderridge of ihe circuii 
board should be wired 



Top view of circuit board with 
header strips in place 



LL XL 



End view showing header strips on the 
top and wiring underneath 
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Budget drives 



Complete cable assembly 

Constructing the cable to connect the PCW to the 

disc drive - via the circuit board ■ is quite a simple 
task. You will need about 4 feel of 34-way, flat 
ribbon cable from which you make the long, 26- 
way cable (from [he PCW to the circuit board) 
and the short cable (from the drive to I he circuit 
board}. You will need 2 34-way female IDC 
connectors, male and female 26-way IDC 
connectors, a small circuit board and some dual 
header strip. All the connectors must be cable- 
mounted. The circuit board needs only the header 
strips and wires, as shown in the diagram, 
soldering to it. A short, 2 inch piece of ribbon 
cable should be cut from the main length and the 
34 way female IDC connector squeezed onto one 
end in a vice. The disc drive's connector is 
squeezed onto the other end. It can then be 
pushed onto the circuit board as shown. 

The rest of the cable joins the circuit board to 
the PCW. but first 8 strands need to be removed A 
leaving a long 26 way cable. A 26 way connector 
should be squeezed onto each end. The diagram 
shows this and it is important to put them on the 
sides of the cable as shown. It can then be pushed 
onto the board and the job is complete. 



PCW 




EXTERNAL 

DRIVE 




LI il 



THE LONG 
CABLE 



CIRCUIT BOARD 




26 Strand 
ribbon cable 

A. Male 26-way B. Female 26-way 




THE SHORT 
CABLE 



34 Strand 
ribbon cable 



34-wav female 



5f 

2. Disc drive conn- 
ector (34-way female 
edge (or IDC) conn- 
ector - depending on 



connector to PCW. connector to circuit board connector to circuit board the drive's connector. 



unknown disc drive to have it. However, 
there is one important thing to watch out 
for. Pin 34 of the drive's 34-way 
connector must be allocated to the 
'Ready' signal. Many computers don't 
use it, but the PCW docs. Some drives 
don't implement it and, without a modi- 
fication, they will not work for us. Pin 
34 is clearly marked on all drives and it 
should have a printed circuit track 
running from il. Not only that, but il 
should also go somewhere sensible. I 
once came across a promising drive with 
the said I rack running from pin 34 but, 
alas, it disappeared into a hole never to 
emerge again. 

Getting on the right track 

To pul il simply, 40 tracks on one side of 
a disc will provide about 180K of 
storage space and 80 tracks will provide 
aboui 360K. The PCW 8000 series' A 
drive is a 40 track device with one head 
io read one side of the disc only. Hence, 
there are 1 69 K free after formatting. A 
double headed drive has, funnily 
enough, one head for each side of the 
disc, making it unnecessary lo turn the 
disc over to use ihe other side. So an 80 
track, double-headed (or -sided) drive 
will provide aboui 720K of disc space 
and is the type which ihe PCW 95 1 2 has 
for its A drive and which all 8000s have 
for the B drive. It is this type which we 
would be looking out for, so only an 80 
track, double-sided drive is any use in 
us, 40/80 track switchable drives can 
have a special use (see last month's 
issue). It would also need to be a 1 
megabyte drive rather than a 1 .4 meg or 
higher. If the owner gets around 700K - 
800K storage per disc, then the drive is 
eminently suitable. 

Full, half, ihird and quarter heights 
only matter cosmetically. Since the 
arrival of the floppy disc in the 
computer world, they have become 
smaller and smaller: a one third height 
drive is likely io be newer lhan a half 



height one, although it cannot be taken 
for granted. 

Wired for action 

Whether or not a drive has its own 
power supply is important. The PCW is 
able to supply power for 3" and 3.5" 
drives but it is not wise to try to run the 
larger 5.25" from it. In this case, it is 
better to buy one with its own power 
supply although separate power units 
can be found. 

When you've found and bought 
your incredibly cheap disc drive and you 
try to fit it by following our recent step 
by step instructions, you will quickly 
notice one important thing. You don't 
have a cable! And even if you have, it is 
sure to be the wrong one. Inside your 
monitor are two spare connectors which 
normally connect to the internal B drive. 
One is a 26-way and carries all the 
Shugart signals the PCW needs. The 
other is the 4 way power connector. 

All you have to do, via a 34-way 
flat ribbon cable and a small DIY circuit 
board, is connect the PCW's 26 signal 
lines correctly to the disc drive's 34. If 
your drive is small enough and doesn't 
have its own power supply, you will also 
need to connect the 4-way power 
connneetor. The diagram above shows 
you how. 

Make the connection 

One more little operation is needed. 
Your disc drive needs to know that it is 
to operate as the B drive and not the A. 
On its circuit board it has a set of links 
marked DSO DS 1 DS2 DS3 or 1 2 3 or 
1 2 3 4 or even A B C D. They will be in 
a row, though not necessarily side by 
side, and one of ihein will already be 
linked. The drive number will be 
whichever link is made: for example, if 
DSO is linked, the drive is number or 
A. To make it the B drive, the second in 
the series must be linked- DSl. The 
rest, of course must not be linked. Some 



3.5" drives have a 4 position slide 
switch instead of the links, with four 
clearly marked positions. Either way, 
the second position or link must be 
selected. 

Fitting the drive to the PCW is very' 
simple (see June issue) but one or two 
points should be noted. If the PCW's 
power is used, be careful to connect it 
correctly. Wrong connections can result 
in damaging the drive. Many drives 
have protection in case this happens but 
it cannot be assumed to exist. 

If the signal cable is fitted the 
wrong way round, then the drive will 
not operate. But no harm will come to 
either the drive or the computer. When 
powered up, the message 2 disc drives 
found will appear on screen; the A drive 
will function as normal, but the B drive 
will dig its heels in and refuse lo budge. 
The solution is to turn everything off, 
turn the cable over and begin again. All 
those drives which have their own 
power supply should be switched on 
before the computer. 

PCW power-house 

If you have a 3 or 3.5 inch drive and you 
are going to make use of the PCW's 
power then make sure that you connect 
the right voltages lo the righi pins. You 
can do this by measuring the voltages on 
the PCW's 4-way connector with a 
multimeter. They are 12v, Ov, Ov, and 5v 
- in that order. Mark the 12 volt line so 
that there is no error. Disc drives are 
standard in the way their power connec- 
tors are mounted; the 1 2 volt pin is 
always the closest to the comer of the 
printed circuit and the 5-volt pin nearest 
to the centre. The two volt lines are 
between them. 

The spare eight strands of the long 
cable could be pressed into service for 
power. !n fact they wouldn't even need 
to be cut off. Three strands could carry 
12 volts, three could carry volts and 
two could carry 5 volts. • 



Sources and 
contacts 

So where arc all these lovely 
bw cost disc drives to he 
fouod? Computer auctions arc 
on* very good source if you 
have the lime to attend them. 
Radio ham sales, simitar to car 
boot sales, are ev.ee] ten I places 
loo nod prices urn he incred- 
itii; lim: probably the hesl 
sources are such computer 
masimiH'sii'i New i nuipuler 
Express and Micro Computer 
Mart. They caler for all 
eompulers and often carry 
hnlh private and trade ads tor 
new uncahled and/or uncased 
drives at very good prices. 
Novt that you have all the 
Wonnallon you need, you 
could happily negotiate tor a 
used Amiga drive, Tor 
imMlltt. km mini; III ill lilt 
mechanism Is standard and 
you can easily construct the 
cable. 1 1 Is best lo steer clear of 
drives for the BBC computer. 
Since the Bill does mil need 
the 'ready' signal on pin M, 
drives which dun' I Implement 
it are sometimes used. 
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THERE ARE SEVERAL 
DATABASES FOR THE PCW 




But only one for LocoScript 2 



LocoFile is the easy-to-use, pop-up database that works 
within LocoScript 2, 

You can use it just like a card index; there's a separate card 
for each page of information. You can design the layout of 
the cards to suit your needs and you can change the 
number and order of the items in your cards at any time. 

LocoFile is ideal for storing any type of information from 
membership records to your personal address book. You 
can then sort these cards in any order you wish - by name, 
by town, or by any item on the card. 

When you're typing a letter, simply call up LocoFile and 
copy names and addresses straight into your document - 
you never need to type an address again! 

And LocoFile can doa great deal more when you use itwith 
LocoMail - the mail merge program. LocoMail lets you 
create standard letters merged with LocoFile information to 
produce mailshots, detailed reports and labels. 

For more information on LocoFile or any of the LocoScript 
family, please complete the coupon or turn to page 20 for 
a list of Locomotive Software Authorised Dealers, 



Please send me further information on 
LocoFile and the LocoScript family 



Name. 



Address 



. Postcode . 



J have a PCW (please tick the correct box) 

I I 8256 I I 8512 I 19512 

Please return to Katy Buchan at: 




LOCOMOTIVE 
SOFTWARE 

Dorking, Surrey 

RH4 1YL. (0306) 740606 



Masterfile _ 



Get it together! 

In the last of the Masterfile series, Rob Ainsley covers file transfer with 
Loco Script, mail-merging and much much more 



With Masterfile you can import 
and export your data - which 
means essentially that you 
can use Masterfile data in other 
programs and vice-versa. Suppose you 
keep a list of club members or customer 
addresses on a Masterfile database; you 
can export the data into LocoScripl and 
have the name and address list appear in 
a LocoScript (or Protext) file at the 
touch of a button - no tedious retyping! 
Similarly, if you have a name and 
address list in LocoScript, you can 
import this into Masterfile and have. a 
database instantly set up. (Though 
unlike Britain, you'll be exporting far 
more than you import). 

Here's an example. Load up the 
example file X05ADDR.MFC from 
your Masterfile copy disc. It contains a 
few names and addresses with telephone 
numbers. (Press [D] for Display to have 
a look at it). Say you want this list 
'typed' for you into a LocoScript tile. (If 
you select certain ones first, only that 
selection will be exported). 

From the main menu press [L] for 
Load/Save then [E] for Export. You see 
the format zero on screen showing all 
the fields and are asked to (>ive 
data number. If you wanted the list to 
be in the order address-telephone 
number- name, you'd type 2 [ENTER) 
then 3 |ENTER|then I | ENTER) 
then | ENTER J. If you wanted just the 
name and address, you'd type 1 
[ENTER] then 2 [ENTER] then 
[ENTER1. If you want all the items in 
the same order as they appear, just press 
[ENTER) first off. 

Now you're asked a series of 
questions: 



Data identifiers (Y/N>? 

You usually answer [Njo to this. If you 

answer [Y]cs, you'll find that all the 
first field items (names) are prefixed by 
a & A, all the second (addresses) by &B, 
the third (phone numbers) by &C, the 
fourth by &D (not applicable here) and 
so on. It sounds useless, but actually 
can be vital for LocoMail users. Answer 
N unless you want to use the file as a 
data file in LocoMail or LocoFile, in 
which case enter Y. 

Surname Shuffle (Y/N)? 
This makes names entered as 
Smith<John come out as John Smith. 
Enter Y if you're exporting to 
LocoScripl or Protext. 



Line breaks: B= hbmk C=split 
other=n/e 

Your addresses are normally entered as 

1 High SI Hull or whatever, with that 

underscore character splitting lines on 

printout. If you press [B] here, the above 

line would come out as 

1 High St Hull whereas [C| will make it 

1 High St 

Hull 

and anything else will make it 1 High 

St_Hull. You should press [C] if you're 

exporting to LocoScript or Protext. 

Comma delimited (Y/N)? 
Answering [Y] gives you 
John Smith,l High St Hull.0482 
577363,M Green,6 The Parkway... 

and so on, whereas [N] gives you 

John Smith 

1 High St Hull 

0482 577363 

M Green ... and so on. Press [N| unless 

you work with Protext. set up for 

comma delimited data files. 

Wrapped in quotes (Y/N)? 
Answering Y you'll get John Smith 
coming out as "John Smith" whereas 
[N] makes it John Smith. Unless you 
work with Protext set 
up for data files 
wrapped in quotes 
like this, press [N]. 



the cursor over the file that holds the 
exported data (ADDS or whatever) and 
[ENTER] twice. You now see the infor- 
mation that was in the database typed in 
for you. Save the new file; there you 
have it. 

In Protext. you can just edit the file 
ADDS straight off. 

Deeper waters 

Unfortunately things aren't quite that 
simple. The list has probably come 
across in a slightly unsuitable format for 
your purposes. You need to polish it up 
before you can use it. 

If you want to print the names and 
addresses as labels (having set up the 
Loco document to label fonnat first, of 
course) you must have a new page 
between each name. If you answered 
Y to Recnrd separators, your 
problems are over: just press [EXCH] 
and give [RETURN | [RETURN) as the 
text to find, |ALT] [RETURN] as the 
text to replace it with, and select auto- 
matic exchange to end of document. 
This makes all blank lines into new 
page commands. 

But if you want to make a 



Designer 
labels 

Masterfile can print labels: 
\05ADtm.MH' already has a 
label set-up in it. Have a limk 
at format t [by netting til the 
main menu, pressing [F] for 
Formal, then [V| for View, 
then li. Printer selling! give 
infinite farms depth and sis 
lines per Inch. This format 
was set up wilh a ^Screen 
fl eomelr; ' of a bo\ nine tines 
deep, which ensures the right 
spacing im one ami a hall inch 
(i.e. nine line) labels. When 
you set yours up, don't put 
any heading Una in: this one 
has some at the top. 



Record separators 

(Y/N)? 

|Y] puts a blank line 
between records; [N] 
does not. [Y] is 
usually the best bet. 
Next you're asked for 
a name that will hold 
the exported 
list. Insert the disc 
that is to hold the 
exported file, give a 
name (say ADDS) 
and [ENTER]. To 
insert the resulting 
list into a LocoScript 
document, run up 
LocoScript and insert 
the disc with the 
exported file. Create 
a new empty docu- 
ment and while 
editing il press |fl | 
Insert text (or [f7] in 
LocoScript 1). Move 



From Masterfile to LocoScript ... 



Or H Burr or (1 
Campbell Syttens 
Hrs T feather stone 
Nr S T Ferguson 
Janes Kelly 
Hr H Urksfoot 
H n Patterson 
Zinmeraan ft Klein 



0903 76513 
037B 77762/3 
0602 493310 
0433 45661 



"Mhite loners" Sandstone Hill Holirerhanptoii 
T Station Road Ereing Essex CH1G 4Hn FJnslan 
The Manor House Hatersneet Lane Heanor Nott 
68 Station Hay Ferndoun Ct Yarnouth Norfolk 
11 Sussex Gardens Croydon Surrey CR32 BED 
6 Cheltenhan Gardens Bristol BS11 SVC 
4 Gladstone Terrace Scotsuood Glasgow GL4 I 
£03 Hayes Crescent Colder s Green London NK8 



That X05ADDR.MFC file contains a list of names arid addresses. 
Nole the use of the fancy lines. These can be exported... 




...and inserted into a LocoScript file. This one said 'Yes' to 'Data identifiers' when exporting, 
giving the &A and &B and &Cs. Judicious use of [EXCH] on these... 
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_ Masterfile 



Good shot 

You '.in sm up a ■ <i; | t . I|. ' 
format in MaMtrrfilc with 
slots Tor I he name and 
.riling urmipient. When 
upu print uttl in I his formal, 
you prtnl aula letter for 
each person currenlb 
selected. You're reilricted to 
tetter* nr28 lines or less lone 
screenful! and each line of 
it\i in the letter has l<i be 
lyped in separately as a 
heading, so it's best for short 
notes and memos. I Ton sin- 
gle sheel paper, sel up the 
prinlertoe\peclpaperof 
'forms deplh' JO lihou give 
anything bigger lhati % 
you'll get r»u tellers triune 
sheet of A4), 



LocoMail or LocoFile data file of the 
new list, you need a bit more fiddling 
about. Let's assume the first page of the 
LocoMail/File file - the one that tells 
LocoM ail/File how to interpret the list 
that follows- is like this: 
name 

addressttel no 
(new page) 

[f you have answered Y to Data identi- 
fiers, you can do three exchanges 
(remember to go back lo the beginning 
of the document before stage 2 and 
stage 3 below): 

1. [EXCHJall [RETURN] (RETURN) 
&A by [ALT] [RETURN] 

This puts the required new page 
between each record. 

2. [EXCH] all &B for nothing. 
This strips out all the &Bs 

3. [EXCH] all [RETURNJ&C for ; 
This puts a semi-colon at the end of the 
address. However many lines it had in 
Masterfile. LocoMail/File will now 
know where it ends. 

The result can now be used in 
LocoMail or LocoFile - saves a lot 
of re-typing. 

Balance of payments 

So what about the converse - putting 
that LocoMail file into Masterfile, for 
example? (LocoFile to Masterfile is a 
bit trickier - see "Tipoffs" in Ihis issue). 
Suppose you have a name-address- 



telephone list set out as 

name 

addressttel no 

(new page) 

Tilings are a bit complicated, because 

Masterfile can't just be told 'the address 

is the thing up to the semi-colon'. First 

you have to make the file into a form 

that Masterfile can import - essentially 

you must reverse the three steps 

outlined in the previous section. So: 

1. [EXCH] all |RETURN|sforan 
underline character (which is [SHIFT] 
hyphen). 

2. [EXCH) all semicolons (;) for 
| RETURN] 

3. Put a line break between the names 
and addresses - sorry, you'll have to do 
this manually! 

4. [EXCH] all [ALT] [RETURN] for 
[RETURN1 [RETURN] 

Now save the new file as ADDS or 
something. At the disc manager, press 
[I'll for Make ASCII file (|t7] in 
LocoScript 1 ) and give ADDS as the 
file to be made into ASCII and 
ADDS.MF say as the name for the 
result. Select the Simple text option. 
Make sure ADDS.MF is in group of 
the disc. 

To insert into a Masterfile file, run 
up Masterfile and create a new address 
file (or load up an existing one) which 
must have at least three fields, the first 
three being Name. Address and 



... and into Protext, too 



: group 0/fl!)l)«t.BB .1ST Id i ting t'eSTT 
^ayout 1 PilE LSI CH+0 LF6 

rl 'Actions fa-Lav. 



Eanee' 
address) phonej 



Df H Burfordf 

"Unite Towers"*" 

Sandstone Hi lie 

Holverhartptonf 

H Midlands HU8 9RX;')902 765431 



Campbell Sgsteitsf 1 

7 Station r~" 

Eppinge 

Essex CM16 4Hftf 

England; 0376* 77762/3? 



Mrs i FeatherstonM 1 
The Hanor HouseC 
Haterstieet Lanee 
Heanorf 

NmUs Nr,3 AIM: AM? d«Sfl3IAl 



., turns it into a bona fide LocoMail or LocoFile file. 



oooogoofieocwooWQgooffl 
axxxmxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

■CXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

txxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

CXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
CXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

CXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 



Dear XXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

Just to remind you that the Annual General Meeting of the Kn 
4111 take place at the Black Pig Inn, Janet Porter Street, H 
The neeting will start at ahout Bpn and reTreshnents will be 

Look forward to seeing you there. 

tours sincerely 



PROTECT uocunent address. exp 
Page 1 Line 1 Co) 1 



Br H Burford 
'White Towers" 
Sandstone Hill 
■lolverhanpton 
4 Midlands WU8 9RX 

Danube II Sustens 

7 Station Road 

Epping 

Essex CM1S IHfl 

England 

Irs F Feather stone 

The Manor House 

■latersneet Lane 

Heanor 

Notts HG3 OKJ 

if S I Ferguson 
S8 Station Hag 
Ferndown 



The same address file, bui in Pretext you can edit it directly. 
TTiis one said 'No* to 'Data identifiers'. 



dH Hothrougn Hoafl 
Devon Mai coin 
Derby 
BE25 ■ 



Printer Options 



nter leave 
eft margin 
ingle sheet 

Lines per inch 

Draft 

Zero slash 

Elite 

Condensed 

Emphasised 

Double strike 

Enlarged 

UK 

Width 



Nigel Scutt, Secretary 



This format sets up Masterfile lo 'mailshot' ever)' person currently selected. You're restricted to short notes though, 
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Telephone. From the main menu press 
[L] for Load/Save and then press |1| lor 
Import-merge. Insert the disc with 
ADDS.MF on it and give that name. 
You see the message importing and 
the number of records increasing as the 
data is imported. Next time you view 
the file you should see the new items 
incorporated. If you import a file with 
say three fields into one with seven, the 
last four in each record are taken to be 
blank. You can't import a file that has 
more fields than the one into which 
it is inserted. 

Invisible earnings 

You can export and then re-import a 

data file in Masterfile - very useful if 

you want to change the setup of a file. 

Suppose you started off with the name 

as the key field of your club member 

list, but now want the membership 

number as the key. At the moment it 

looks like: 

Name 

Address 

Mem no 

but you want it as 

Mem no 

Name 

Address 

You export the file, but giving the 

membership number, 3, as the first field, 

then 1 as the second, and 3 as the third. 

Export it giving N for every option, and 

calling it say MEMBERS.EXP. Then set 

up a new file set out with Mem no as 

the key field, import MEMBERS.EXP, 

and there you have it. 

Another use for this trick is when 
you need extra fields. Suppose, for 
example, you have set up a simple 
name-address-phone database, like 
X05ADDR.MFC, and realise as you're 
typing in the names that you also need 
the age of each person. Export the file, 
giving | ENTER] to include all the fields 
and then N for all the options, and call 
the result TEMP. Then set up a new 
database with four fields: name, 
address, phone and age. Press |L] for 
Load/Save, [I) for Import, give the 
name TEMP as the file to import and 
your database has been expanded. 

Format tricks 

Finally. Masterfile lets you indulge 
your artistic leanings by putting in 
fancy boxes, lines and panels in your 
formats, as in the many formats in 
Masterfile "s example files. These don't 
print out but can liven up screen data. 
You insert them as other elements, by 
pressing I when making a format. Then 
you have the following options, [B] 
inserts an outline box and [P] a solid 
panel. Your further options are to move 
it with |MJ, change the size with [S]. 
[A| draws lines across and [V] lines 
down. Your further options for lines are 
[P] for 'pattern' (pressing (P] cycles 
between bright, medium and dark lines) 
[L] for length, how many ([N]), spacing 
f[S| plus cursor increases or decreases 
the space apart) and move ([M]), 
When you've finished an operation, 
hit [ENTER |. • 



NOW FOR THE PC 



If you have used LocoScript on the Amstrad PCW, you' I! 
find LocoScript PC very familiar but faster and 
more powerful! 

LocoScript PC is not only a word processor but 



also includes a quick and easy 
to use database for storing all 
types of information. The mail 
merge and report writing 

facilities allow you to prepare 
mailshots, invoices, detailed 
reports and labels from 
information stored in the 
database. 

There is a spelling checker 

with an 80,000 word dictionary 
and word count. 

You can use over 300 models of 
printers with LocoScript PC from the least expensive dot- 
matrix to sophisticated laser printers. LocoScript PC 
comes with a complete set of user guides including an 
installation guide, a step-by-step tutorial, and a 
comprehensive reference guide, as well as a book with 
details of all the printers LocoScript PC supports. 




LocoScript PC also has all of LocoScript's multi-lingual 

features and allows you to prepare documents in 

language - even Creek and Cyrillic!" 

It's easy to transfer documents 
datafiles from a PCW to a 
PC with LocoLink, a specially 
developed cable and software. 
Buy LocoLink and you can 
then use your old LocoScript 
documents on a PC. 

LocoScript PC includes all the 

PCW programs you are 

familiar with (LocoFile, 

LocoMail and LocoSpel!) and 

still c:. +VAT 

from any Authorised Dealer. 

Until 31 August PCW users can buy 
LocoScript PC for only Q + VAT, savin 
Just prove you use a PCW by quoting the serial number 
or take along the LocoScript PCW master disc. 

Any Authorised Dealer will be happy to 

demonstrate LocoScript PC to you. 

Turn to page 2{\ for the name of your nearest dealer. 



'LocoScript PC runs on any IBM PC compatible with at least 

5I2K RAM, DOS v2.1 or later and one floppy disc drive. 

All standard display adapters arc supported and both 5]4" and 

V/i" discs are supplied in the package. 

"Special characters require a graphics adapter and a 

suitable 24 pin printer. 



. LOCOMOTIVE 
I SOFTWARE 

a Dorking, Surrey, RH4 IYL 
'Tel: (0306) 740606 



FROM LOCOMOTIVE SOFTWARE - THE CREATORS OF LOCOSCRIPT ON YOUR PCW 



_ Fax Machine 




Meet Mad Fax 



Postman PCW and its grey and black fax? Tim Smith reviews the new, 
low-cost, all-singing, all-dancing Amstrad FX9600T fax machine. 




The Amstrad FX%MT 

fax machine. A jack of 

ul! trades hut is ii also a 

master of none? 






It's a con 

UhHurtmiiuj kiUdtm- 
Images only a single colour Ink 
'normal!* black i is used. Wtlh 
umuchiriesijchuslhc 
KXtolMiT, the ink is shot «i tin 
paper a> dots of differing &a 
Any shades or grey* are cre- 
ated by using difTfrtn l per- 
centage 1 , uf dot size when the 
Ink hits the paper A full black 
isltHi'j lilui-kuhikimhitcK 
achieved bit using H r < black 
4 in effect there is only v. Ink' 
paper shewing through], So, 
several Ihuusand shades can 
tw I'uill upb> using different 
percentages. 

What you think you see as 
grey inks being used with 
black, is Rally a single ink 
neing broken up. Try looking 
closely lit u phutugniph from 
Line of the natinual newspapers 
tor even The Sun] and juu'tl 
tjtt I he picture. 




AMSTRAD FX9600T 
FAX MACHINE 

£689 • Amstrad • 0279 454SSS 

Right, we'll gel this straight from the 
st^n; fax machines are incredibly 
useful, easy to use and. for the most 
part, they are extremely expensive. The 
next thing to agree upon here is that no 
yuppie jokes will be cracked ... AK? 
Back in October of last year, Amstrad 
announced the launch of their first fax 
(or to put ii pedantically, facsimile) 
machine. Nol only would it enable you 
to send and receive text and pictures, it 
would also interlace (connect) with 
your computer. We waited and waited, 
anticipating its built-in photocopying, 
primer and other, programmable, 
features. Finally, a grey plastic box, the 
size of a 24 pin printer, arrived. 

The FX9600T is a typical Amstrad 
product: cheaper than its competitors (in 
the world of the fax you can expect to 
pay anything From £800 to £2000) and 
bursting with features. A normal, run of 
the mill fax machine serves a simple 
purpose; to send and receive text and 
graphics over the telephone lines, 

In order to achieve these feats, the 
machine takes hard copy (printed) infor- 
mation and encodes it in such a way that 
it can be transmitted over the wires. It 
then decodes the same data and 
provides a hard copy facsimile of the 
original document. Far from being a 
frivolous luxury, this ability to send and 
receive written or graphic matter 
quickly provides anyone, from a travel- 
ling salesperson to a university lecturer. 



with the ability to access information 
quickly and efficiently. 

Ready, handset, go! 

Now for the machine itself. When you 
first open the box. you will find the fax 
itself ( prepare your desktop for a minor 
shock as you will need to clear as much 
space as you would for the PCW itself). 
You will also find a polythene wrapped 
telephone handsel dangling down from 
the body of the machine. 

Most users of fax machines will 
find the idea of a handsel quite quaint. 
The reason for this being that, in the 
office where these machines are most 
commonly found, there are dedicated 
fax lines and most faxes come with 
numeric keypads built on. The 
FX9600T. however, is aimed at the 
small business or possibly even the 
home user. These two areas of use 
require a little more thought as there 
might be only one telephone line avail- 
able. Consequently, the addition of a 
handset enables the line to lie used for 
voice communications as well as for fax 
transmissions. Handy really. 

The idea, as with most things 
Amstrad, is excellent and will be a boon 
to many people. The execution, 
however, leaves quite a lot to be 
desired. The handset is too slim; it has 
to fit flush with the easing of the 
machine, which makes it uncomfortable 
to use (unless you happen to have tiny- 
ears ). The fact that the mouth and 
earpieces are almost, but not quite, the 
right distance apart and that the unit 
feels over heavy turns a great idea into a 
bit of a pain. 

To the right of the handset is a 
small, black, pinwheel which nestles by 
the side of the LCD (liquid crystal 
display). The pinwheel controls the 
screen contrast. The screen provides a 
mass of information from the time and 
date to the number you are dialling to 
details of the programmable features. 

Below the LCD are three 'soft- 
keys'; these are used to 'program' the 
fax with such information as the 
Character Set you are using (Epson for 
the PCW please, although there are also 
two IBM settings), which Language Set, 
and other details like accessing your list 
of telephone numbers and printing out 
"Activity Reports". 

Fax a lot 

Once you have these you are ready for 



the off. As a standard fax machine, the 
FX9600T does its job adequately and 
with little fuss. It does, however, lack 
two facilities which many (expensive) 
dedicated faxes have: the first is 
Polling, a method by which one fax 
calls several others and prompts them to 
send documents which have been set up 
for transmission. The second is 
Broadcasting; this is simply the ability 
to send one document to several other 
machines automatically (without 
having to dial for each machine). 
As we have already mentioned, it is 
possible to connect to the British 
Telecom (or Mercury) line which 
you would normally use for voice 
communications. 

If you do so, the voice has prece- 
dence over the fax at all times. 
Receiving faxed mail is simplicity itself. 
There are two modes available in the 
form of manual and automatic. You will 
probably find that the laner becomes the 
most used function purely because it 
needs less input from the user. As its 
name suggests, the automatic facility 
answers all incoming calls as if they 
were faxes. 

The phone will ring twice and will 
then be answered with a high-pitched 
facsimile scream. Using the manual 
system entails having to press the fax 
start/stop button when you want to 
receive, but it does save unsuspecting 
callers from the ear-splitting screech. 

Fax transmission is a little more 
complex if only because the range of 
options open to you is extremely wide. 
Using the FX9600T as a standard fax 
machine allows you to store phone 
numbers so that they can be recalled at 
the touch of a button - or even by the 
keying of two digits. The hands-off 
function allows dialling to be carried 
out without recourse to the uncomfort- 
able handset, but the really impressive 
features relate to the quality of docu- 
ment which you are able to send. 

This is where the Fine and 
Halftone keys come in. While the 
manual advises you to experiment with 
the halftone facilities (it is woolier than 
Larry the Lamb in a sheepskin jacket 
when it comes to defining the difference 
between halftone I and halftone 2) both 
the halftones definitely add to the 
quality of output. The Fine option will 
also preserve details. The only problem 
here, and it is nol the fault of the 
machine, is that the receiving device has 



Fax Machine _ 



lo be capable of dealing with hatftoned 
images. Unless you are sure about the 
fax at the other end of the line, it is best 
to stick with halftone off. 

A PCW's story 

You will be pleased to know that your 
PCW, with its interface and cable luted, 
does not merely sit around looking 
pretty. It has a number of roles to play. 
Firstly, and most importantly, you can 
create a message document in 
LocoScripl or Proiexl and instead of 
having lo produce hard copy (a printed 
sheet) you merely set the fax to Online 
and Text, tell the PCW that its printer . 
now derives from the parallel port and 
print the document. The Text light on 
the FX9600T will flash confirming that 
the data has been received and is ready 
to send. You then dial the number and 
the message is sent. No paper involved 
here at all. 

Although your PCW and the 
FX9600T can communicate quite 
happily with each other, it is a sad fact 
that the FX9600T was designed for PC 
rather than PCW compatibility. This 
means thai a small program has to be 
written in order to make use of one of 
the functions built in to the fax; it is 
theoretically possible to create a list of 
your most commonly used telephone 
numbers (in the form of name, voice 
number and fax number), using a word 
processor and then transfer these details 
over to the FX9600T This ability to 
create and transfer telephone details 
from the PCW to the fax is a most 
useful one. 

Copier cat 

One function which we have mentioned 
in passing is photocopying. The 



BUTTON IT, PAL 

To the right or the LCD you can 
see a large, grey pad - this is the fax 
Start/Stop button used when the 
machine is in manual mode. 

Below this is a slim Reset key. 
Further to the right is the numeric 
dial/keypad, Below that you will 
find a rank of soft (squidgy actu- 
ally! blue keys which control the 
various modes under which the fax 
can operate. They are, from left to 
right. Auto (for automatic reception 
or messages), On-line (this is used to 
set the fax as a printer for your 
PCW), Text (use this when you want 
to send a pre-prepared piece of text 
directly from your PCW to the fax). 

Then there's Fine (this sets 
a high resolution, for example, 
when sending detailed drawings), 
Halftone (used to give three ha 
If tone settings - Off, 1 and 2 when 
transmitting or copying). Copy (this 
turns the fax into a photocopier), 
Shortcode (this one turns those 
regularly used phone numbers into 
two digits), On Hook (this is for 
those occasions when you're busy 
with something and you need to 

FX9600T is not content merely to sit 
around being a fax machine, it also 
doubles as a copier in incredibly simple 
style. All you need do is take your orig- 
inal document, feed it into the document 
tray as you would with a written fax 
document, and press the Copy key. As 
with most photocopying, it is advisable 
to use monochrome images for the best 
results; if you really have to use colour 
matter, then the ubiquitous halftones 




YOU SEND ME 

If you w ish to use your PCW to prepare and send taxes you will need to 
carry out the following commands: in LocoScript 2 you should go to the 
Settings option and tell the PCW that the printer now works from the 
parallel port; save this to a SETTINGS.STD file. Using LocoScript it is a 
good idea to save your document file as plain text ASCII. Then simply print 
out the document; it will be sent to the fax. The same system is used if you 
want to use the FX96uOT as a printer, except this time you should not have 
the Text key set to on. 

Using Protexl is even easier. Again, save a document as ASCII but this 
time simply enter the command PAR at the command line. 

CP/M is slightly more complex. The first thing to do is to use DEVICE 
.COM in the following mannner: 
At the M> prompt you enter DEVICE and you wilt see the following 

Physical Devices: I=Inpul, 0=Output, S=Serial, X=Xon-Xoff 
CRT NONE IO LPT NONE O SIO 9600 IOSX CEN NONE O 

Current Assignments: CONIN: = CRT CONOUT: = CRT AUXIN: = SIO 
AUXOUT: = SIO LST: = LPT 

Enter new assignment or hil RETURN (you then enter) LST:=CEN and see 

Physical Devices: 1 = Input. 0=Output, S=Serial, X=Xon-XofT 
CRT NONE 10 LPT NONE O SIO 9600 IOSX CEN NONE O 

Current Assignments: CONIN: = CRT CONOUT: = CRT AUXIN: = SIO 
AUXOUT: = SIO LST: = CEN 

Once the printer output (LST: I has been directed to the parallel port all 
LPRINT commands in BASIC will go to that port. You can also send files 
from CP/M using PIP.COM like Ihis: 

PIP LST:=SENDFILE.DOC So, not only docs the FX9600T act as a 
printer and a fax it also teaches you a little bit more about CP/M. 




dial; with 'hands off* dialling, the handset stays on the hook 
and a microphone sets in), Redial (this is for making tea; no 
really, it's to redial the last mini her I. 

Beneath this lut are two further ranks of soft blue 
buttons. These act as a kind of keyboard used lor entering 
header details such as the name of your company and the 
date. They arc also used for the automatic dialling of stored 
'phone numbers. That's the keys dealt with. 

You will need two further pieces of equipment if you 
are thinking of connecting your PCW to the FX9600T; the 
first is an RS232 interface - these range in price from 
around {45 up to £70. Then you will need a parallel cable 
(costing around £10; you would have thought that Amstrad 
could have included one). 



come into play yet again (See 'It's a con' 
in the margin on the previous page). 

One minor downside with this is 
that the FX9600T was designed as a fax 
machine and, as such, it has to use 
expensive thermal paper. This type of 
paper is slightly glossy and although the 
copied images are of excellent quality, 
the paper on which they appear is 
flimsy; it is also a bit of a pain to feed 
into the fax for transmission. Absurd as 
it sounds, you may well And yourself 
having to hunt down a true photocopier 
in order to copy your copy before 
sending it as a fax! However, for the 
price of the machine compared with 
what you would expect to lay out for a 
fully fledged photocopier, this whinge is 
easily overlooked. 

Even if Amstrad did not think to 
include a parallel cable, they were able 
to include one roll of thermal paper and 
six batteries. The batteries are cunningly 
hidden in the polystyrene packing. Once 
you have discovered ihem you will need 
to upend the fax and fit them into a 
compartment on its underside. The 
batteries serve as a memory' back-up for 
the the details which you have 
programmed in. Without them, every 
time you switched off the machine you 
would lose the stored telephone 
numbers, fax header details and the fax 
signature (this is a handy utility which 
enables your signature to be automati- 
cally printed out on each fax you send). 

In conclusion then, the Amstrad 
FX9600T serves its many purposes 
with, for the most part. ease. Because it 
has been set up as a Jack of all trades, it 
is obviously a master of none. But it will 
provide the small business or home user 
with several effective tools without 
breaking the bank. • 



In your 
scanner-ties 
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ill is uiii Id In ii si lI eh scan 
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FX9600T 
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ENGLAND 

AVON 

•Compuler Support. Bristol 0272 277034 
•Starcol Lid. Baih 0225 46901 5 
BEDFORDSHIRE 
•Winghrgh Llcf. Luton 0582 31501 
•Mentor Computer Servs. 
Luton 0582 483381 
BERKSHIRE 
■WDC Business Ctre. 
Thatcham 0635 715663 
•Interceptor Group. 
Aldermaslon 0734 817421 
"Thames Valley Compilers, 
Maidenhead 0626 23532 
•Microwise, Reading 0734 591816 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 
■Les Computa. Aylesbury 0296 8145B 
CAMBRIDGESHIRE 
■Micro Sludio Lld.Soham 0353 720433 
•Grassrools Computers. 
Huntingdon 0480 458900 
CHESHIRE 

•Compuler Solutions (NW) Ltd, 
Crewe 0270 257876 
■Cricket Computing. 
Stockporl061 460 5123 
•Northwest Business Computers, 
Taltenhall Chester 0829 70909 
•Maedeslield Olfice Supplies, 
Marxleslield 0625 34931 
CLEVELAND 

■ PS I Soltware Lid, Thomaby 0642 61 7133 
CORNWALL 

•Silicon Cily, Redruth 0209 891 141 
■Fa I Soft Compulers. 
Falmouth 0326 314663 
CUMBRIA 



•Cumbria Audio Visual. 
Barrow in Furness 0229 870000 
■D G Formal, Carlisle 0228 2415! 
DERBYSHIRE 

■H W Dansie Lid. Chester! ieid 0246 235455 
■Main Frame Compuler Sales. 
Derby 0332 662960 
DEVON 

•Ram Computer Supplies, 
Exeter 0392215899 

•Roy Hart Compulers. Tiverton 0884 820642 
■Computerbase, Plymouth 0752 672128 
DORSET 

■Murrays Ltd. New Milton 0425 638960 
•Caspell Computers. Poole 0202 666155 
■Status Computers. Poole 0202 721S55 
■Tiger Soltware. Bndport 0308 27691 
DURHAM 

•DKS Micro Syslems Lid. 
Darlington 0325 380822 
ESSEX 

■Slarbyte Computers. IKord 081 518 1221 
■CTS Office Equipment, 
Word 061 478 0822 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
•Advantage Business Systems. 
Cheltenham 0242 250586 
■Daiaplus. Cheltenham 0242 573573 
GREATER MANCHESTER 
■PC Learning Centre. 
Manchester 061 839 1771 
HAMPSHIRE 

•Timatic Syslems, Fareham 0329 239953 
■Speediine, Havanl 0705 454017 
■Rite Systems. Fleet 0252 625903 
■Personal Computers. 
Southampton 0703 232102 
-C & G Business Syslems. 
Aldershot 0252 31 1060 
•Baust Computing. Fareham 0329 281480 
HERTFORDSHIRE 
■John Lloyd OHice Equipmenl. 
Watford 0923 248944 
KENT 

•Bentley Compulers Lid. 
Ashford 0233 813333 
■Once 8yten Welling 081 304 2631 
•Hotlines Communications. 
Chatham 0634 44259 
•Harrison Business Centre. 
Deal 0304 369313 
•Village House of Computers. 
Bromley 081 460 7122 
•ADM Computing. Canterbury 0227 450200 
•Rise Time Electronics Ltd. 
Tonbridge 0732 35 1234 



LANCASHIRE 

■Castle Computers, Lancaster 0524 61 133 

•Microchip. Blackburn 0254 889963 

■OSS Ltd. Rossendale 0706 2 1 7449 

•Micro-Tech. Bury 061 797 6419 

•Elm Compulmg. Cleveleys 0253 27104 

LEICESTERSHIRE 

•Daianest, Leicester 0533 539755 

•J M H. Ashby de la Zouch 0530 41 7044 

■Harborough Compuler Centre, 

Market Harborough 0858 63056 
LINCOLNSHIRE 
■Models A Compulers Plus. 

Boston 0205 365102 
■Merlin Business Services, 

Gainsborough 0427 81 0572 

LONDON WC1 

•Electric & ManualTypewriter 

Services. 071 405 2157 
•Wildings Office Equipmenl. 071 278 4333 
LONDON W1 3 
•Elamco Ltd. 081997 2187 
•S A Soltware, 081 998 2351 
LONDON E1 

■Word Associates. 071 377 6433 
LONDON E10 

•Ceniral Compuler Services. 081 556 5331 
LONDON NW4 

■Dixons. Hendon 081 203 5279 
LONDON N21 
■Compuler Care, 081 360 3671 



NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 
-Leatherlands Business Equipmenl. 

Nottingham 0602 412222 
•Of I ice Equipment Services, 

Newark 0636 703551 
•P & R Technical Associates. 

Worksop 0909 482008 
•Sygnel Compuler Syslems. 

Mans held 0623 420653 
OXFORDSHIRE 

■O A Computers, Bicesler 0859 243333 
■The Business House Chartbury 0608 810355 
■Oxford Computer Supplies, 

Oxlord 0865 716137 

SHROPSHIRE 

■Anlelope Business Computers, 

Oswestry 0691 650584 

SOMERSET 

■Exmoor Computers. Dulverion 0398 23905 

•Taunton Micro Centre. 

Taunton 0823 3361 18 
-Wiveliscombe Business Service. 

Taunton 0984 24418 

•Micro Time Computer Systems. 

Langporl 0458 251334 



Bridgwater 0278 444332 
SOUTH HUM8ERSIDE 
■Priority Business Syslems 

Grimsby 0472 752772 
•8&E Office Equipment, 

Grimsby 0472 341493 
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LONDON SW20 

•Topline Computing. Wimbledon 081 542 2970 
MERSEYSIDE 
•Stale of I he Art Technology. 
Wallasey 051 638 6127 
■Dixons. Liverpool 051 236 571 1 
•Sefton Compuler Ctre.LiverpoolOSI 928 4229 
MIDDLESEX 

•Wildings Olfice Equipment. 
Ruislip 0895 638700 
■J & R Business Systems. 
Harrow 081 868 3345 
NORFOLK 

•One Step Beyond Ltd, 
Norwich 0603 616373 
•Olfice Machine Repair Services. 
Dereham 0362 696882 
■Business Systems Cenlre Ltd, 
Norwich 0603 6621 76 
•Softcrafl Anglia. Morwich 0603 664215 
NORTH HUMBERSIDE 
•Kenpak Systems Lid. 
Beverley 0482 881831 
■Golding Computer Services. 
Hull 0482 28706 

■Tomorrows World. Hull 0482 29583 
NORTH YORKSHIRE 
■Viking Computer Services, 
York 0904 708022 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
•Northants Computer Centre Ltd, 
Northampton 0604 22539 



SOUTH YORKSHIRE 

■Wesl Riding Graphic Supplies, 

Sheflield 0742 701981 

■Wickersley BusmessCentre, 

Hotherham 0709 5491 94 
STAFFORDSHIRE 
•Apex Business Equipment. 

Stafford 0785 2 11 299 
•Chase Computer Systems. 

Cannock 0543 466580 
•Office International, Telford 0952 293000 
SUFFOLK 
•Buxhall Computing, 

Gt Blakenham 0473 832266 
SURREY 
•Delia Lambda Ltd. 

Wellington 081 669 0006 
•Farnham Computers. Farnham 0252 723107 
•Slalacom Compulers. Su Hon 081 643 3433 
•Cerac Compuler Supplies 

Wallinglon 081 773 0641 
■Dynamic Sales £ Training. 

Woking 0483 756914 
•Mission Supplies.Morden 081 337 0161 
■Globebird Computers. 

Bagshot 0276 71 141 
TYNE & WEAR 
•Wilding Olfice Equipment. 

Newcastle 091 488 4994 
■MicroTyne. Newcastle 091 261 4088 
•CompuCo. Sunderland 091 510 8787 
•Northern Business Centre, 

Gateshead 091 490 1888 



WARWICKSHIRE 

•SPA Compuler Cenlre. 

Leamington Spa 0926 337648 
•Computassisl, Rugby 0788 60984 
WEST MIDLANDS 
■Mr Disk Computer Centre. 

Birmingham 021 616 1 168 
■Jade Partnership, 

Birmingham 021 706 4111 
■Shakes Olfice Supplies. 

Birmingham 021 778 5946 
■Auditlape. Dudley 0902 881 199 
■G lobe Telecom Serv s . Soli hull 02 17074120 



•Jusl Words. Burgess Hill 0444 245290 
•Byles Ltd, East Grinstead 0342 317308 
•Topflighl Compulers. 
Horsham 0403 55437 
•RH Computer Consultants. 
Worthing 0903 873555 
•Bils and Byles.Bognor 0423 867143 
WEST YORKSHIRE 
■Bond Business Syslems. 
Weatherby 0937 66791 
■Ullraprint. Otiey 0532 842951 
■Interface Engineering. Leeds 0532 744155 
•Resource Facilities. Hal if ax 0422 365935 
WILTSHIRE 

■Wesl Wiltshire Micros. Swindon 0793 51 1 560 
WORCESTER 

■Worcestershire Micros. Lowesmoor 0905 26640 
SCOTLAND 

BORDERS 

■Abacus Systems. Galashiels 0896 56802 
CENTRAL REGION 
•Compuler & Controller Systems. 

Bo ness 0506 825560 
•Almac Compuler Services, 

Grangemouth 0324 482435 
GRAMPIAN 

•Office International. Elgin 0343 546822 
•AlbaTech Ltd. Aberdeen 0224 599460 
•Arc Micros. Aberdeen 0224 571000 
HIGHLANDS 
•Inverness Compuler Cenlre, 

Inverness 0463 22620S 
LANARKSHIRE 
•Slrathclyde Computing, 

Glasgow 041 552 4852 
LOTHIAN 
•Alva Compulers. 

Edinburgh 031 220 6262 
STRATHCLYDE 

•Alan Jenkinson Ltd. Glasgow 041 339 8784 
■Rowan Associates, Gourock 0475 38971 
■Argyll Software. Tarbel 0880 82040 
TAYSIDE 

■Electric Words. Dundee 0382 462640 
■R C S Ltd. Dundee 0382 832900 
WEST LOTHIAN 



South Oueenslerry 031 331 4253 

WALES 

CLWYD 

■Slable Sollware Lid. 
Nr Mold 0352 720952 
DYFED 

■Pugh Compuler & Office Supplies. 

Aberystwyth. 097 48 362 

GLAMORGAN 

■Software Paradise. Caerphilly 0222 8S7521 

■E C Computer Exhiblion Centre. 

Cardiff 0222 390286 
GWENT 

•Gwent Computers. Newport 0633 841760 
POWYS 
•Spectra Computers. 

Newtown 0686 624051 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 

•Prolesional Business Syslems Ltd, 

Jersey 0534 75611 

•Collins Ltd Jersey 0534 33561 

NORTHERN IRELAND 

■Dixons Business Cenlre. 
Bellas! 0232 439263 
■Sounds N Visions. 
Warren point 06937 73342 

EIRE 

COUNTY LAOIS 

■Midland Micro Systems Lid. 
Portlaoise 0502 22686 



Style Council 

Sophie Lankenau shows you why you need never send drab, dull-looking 
documents out into the world - ever again 



LocoScript 




If you have recently made the break 
from typewriter to PCW you will 
probably be languishing in the 
ease with which your new machine 
allows you to work. With the help of 
LocoScript 2. the preparation of 
everyday written material is transformed 
into a simple task. Not only this, but the 
program can also turn your work into a 
visual feast on the finished page. The 
use of LocoScript 2"s Style, Size and Set 
and Clear Menus enables you to dress 
text in a clean and professional way, 
making simple documents stand out 
from the crowd. 

The Style menu allows you to 
impose details such as underlining, 
emboldening and italics to your work. 
All of these features will add extra defi- 
nition to a document, be it a simple 
memo or a lengthy piece of writing such 
as a report. For our purposes, we are 
going to show how stylistic changes can 
be added to a press release giving details 
of a new product launch. This kind of 
'enthusiastic' sales letter can rely 
heavily on visual impact to help draw 
attention to the information it contains. 
The tools which LocoScript offers to 
enhance the text you are preparing can 
be accessed by pressing [f3] for Style 
once you are in document editing mode. 

Going in strike 

First of all, we want to make the header 
PRESS RELEASE stand out as a title. 
Before you do this, you must ensure that 
the cursor is placed over the first char- 
acter of the word you are going to 
'style'. The |D| drop down menu 
reveals several options, all of which can 
be imposed by carrying out the same 
simple procedure. The option Double 
strike is a good way to ensure that text 
is adequately highlighted. This simply 
means that each character is printed 
twice by the printer. So, 

select Double Strike by moving the 
cursor with the down arrow key. and 
press the [+| key to the left of the 
spacebar. As soon as you press 
[ENTER], the double strike effect is 
activated. Now move the cursor char- 
acter by character (or word by word 
using [*SHIFT][CHAR|) until you want 
the double strike effect to slop. The left 
hand edge of the cursor defines the 
parameters of the action you are 
imposing, so be sure to include the last 
of the full stops after the final occur- 



rence of RELEASE. 

Now call up the [f3] Style menu 
and 'de-select' the double strike option 
by pressing the [-] key to the right of the 
spacebar. Pressing [ ENTER 1 returns you 
to the document. 

We now want to give more visual 
impact to the product name itself. Go to 
the first character of the word Plughole 
and call up the Style menu once more. 
Select Bold by moving the cursor with 
the down arrow key and pressing [+|. 
Press [ENTER] and you are returned to 
the document. Move the cursor along 
the width of the product name, stopping 
it after the T of KIT. Now go back 
to the style menu and 'deselect' the 
bold effect by highlighting the command 
and pressing [-]. 

It's code out there 

Although we seem to be giving extra 
definition to parts of our document, 
the effects of our action are not visible 
on screen. Everything which we are 
asking LocoScript to do is being stored 
as a code, which will instruct the 
printer to behave in a certain way when 
reproducing the document on the 
finished page. 

To ensure that the right instructions 
are being given, we can ask the program 
to show us the "codes' we have inserted. 
Press lSHIET][f7] to call up the [ffi] 
Options menu. Highlight Codes and 
select it by pressing the [+] key. A 
touch of the [ENTER] key triggers the 
appearance of a series of very strange 
looking codes. Closer examination 
reveals that they do in fact bear a 
resemblance to the style commands 
which the program has received from 
you. (See screenshot I ) 

These codes can be inserted into 
the document using another method. 
The |+] and [-] signs which precede 
each code correspond with two other 
drop down menus, which can be 
summoned by pressing those keys. The 
convenient give and take nature of 
LocoScript's short-cut menu is immedi- 
ately made obvious; for what Set ([+]) 
can give to a document with the utmost 
ease. Clear (|-|) can take away. 

A question of give and take 

Summon the Set menu by pressing [+[ 
to the left of the spacebar. The small 
time delay between pressing the key and 
seeing the menu appear can be appreci- 



ated when the list of options staggers on 
to the screen - there are 25 of them. 
(See screenshot 2) 

Each code contains either one or 
two capital letters; for example, CEntre. 
SupeR script. Reverse. These refer to 
keystroke instructions (we will be 
looking at them later) which allow you 
to implement stylistic changes without 
having to call menus down. 

To demonstrate the use of the Set 
and Clear menus in our document, we 
are going to go through and highlight 
the name of the company whose product 
is being announced. Placing the cursor 
at the start of the first occurrence of 
Wonko, press the [+| key and wait for 
the Set menu to appear. 

Select Bold and return to the 
document by pressing [ENTER]. 
Work through the word, leaving the 
cursor to the right of the last character. 
Now call up the Clear menu, (which is 
identical to the Set menu) and select 
Bold once more. 

This lime, when you go back to the 



In the print 

Adding a sty li&Tl-c enhancement 
to a document rather depend* 
upon your primer, for Simple, 
lhi -scjitsc printer, there is no 
visible difference hetween I he 

Dwbte Strike and Bold 

commands when ihe work 
appear; on I he finished page. 

Suiukrty, while the 
printer packaged wilh ihe 
PCW*8256 and 8512fcne dol 
mains primer) can handle most 
of the ityllslic command* which 
you insert into a ttocumenu 
daisy wheel printers have ic be 
equipped with italic wheels If 
you iniend tew to he ualitiftcd 
The Reverse option i\ I screen 
raihLT Ehan a primer command; 
ii limply 'colours' ihe Text black 
with the regulation PCW screen 
green as a background. 




A touch of class 




Once you have made some stylistic changes, call up ihe [f8| Options menu 
and select Codes. The top of our document now reveals brackelted commands 

Printer ]lLe. 




The Set and Clear menus have so many options that not all of them can fit into 
ihe space available. Press the cursor down arrow key to reveal the complete list 
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LocoScript 



Foot ardour 

\s [wll .musing StiB and 
SupeSscripl to proJnce chem- 
tal equations, the effect is also 

useful for f«w»Tin£ ictti. Many 
lileraluTV sludctLLs would still be 
in (be dart If (uolixites weren't 
around; Milton's "Paradise Lost 
iviuld ana have bcto navi- 
gable if the littte ferns hadn't 
been invented! 



document, moving ihe cursor back 
across the word undoes the embold- 
ening imposed by Ihe Set command. To 
speed up ihe process, the use of the 
keystrokes mentioned earlier can be 
undertaken. 

Place the cursor at the beginning of 
the nexl occurrence of the word. The 
codes which are implied by the drop 
down menu commands (the obvious 
capital letters) might be difficult to 
remember at first, but | B j for Bold is, at 
least, a simple one to start with. Now, 
press the [+] key followed by [B], Move 
[he cursor to the end of the word, stop- 
ping after the last letter. Look to the top 
of the screen - the Bold command 
which you are carrying out is repre- 
sented above Ihe F4=Siie heading. 

To stop emboldening, simply press 
|-|[BJ, and watch the top of screen 




When you have prepared a chemical equation using SuB and SupeRscript. ask 

to see lite uxfev you have instned ([f8 J). The figures are nearly obscured ! 




The Size menu allows you la alter all sons of curious-sounding ihirtgs such as 
character pitch and CR extra spacing. The effects can be very sinking 



pftESS KKUCA5E- . . PfiESS RELEASE. . . PHI-S5 RELEASE. . 

Fed up Hllh removing all thni tiresome hair froei plugholes around the 
House? gen' I help feeling that there uutt be e use tor such elol of 
perfectly good strands? Tour worries could B* over, with the 

PLUGHOLE-HAIR KnCRAfcE KIT 
new free Uoaltt* This easy to nee device con reelly bring 001 Ihe 
conservationist In you. Weave your plughole reenants Into useful objecte 
for the home. Hero ere Just e feu exenslee of the things which could be 
youre when you start creating. 

■ Attractive table clatb end napkins 

' eel Hamocx 

• Seal hair-nuts far Grandma 

a Flexible alava or tea-strainer 

' Winter wrap for the galdnth 

ihe peeelt-llltles ere endleset Hot only era you netting good uee of recycle 
Baterlele, you'll olso find that you have discovered a hew hobby - all 
thanks to Wonka. Uhdt' e uora, the equipment is bo easy to uee. The pack 
includes e portable loots, nude from durable CH-'tjMJ 1 pleetlc: selection 
of rather etyllsh beads end baubles to liven up your designs; e packet of 
kbnko heir dye and dilute]- to endure that those different coloured end 
different textured heirs eoout the house dDn" t clesh In your crsetiona 

tilth ell these feeturee, you couldn't poeelbly wont for acre. Except thet 
you know Wonka loo well for thet. Yea, we've done It again - this fenteetl 
product will only cost yotl - Walt for It - fc 79. 99! Just think how many 
people's lives could be ttde Into a Joy with the PLUGHOLE- HA t ft HACRAPE KIT 
only free. VJohko - while etocke Last! 



The finished product. This example shows jusl a few of the ways in which 
LocoScripf can manipulate text 10 produce simple yel powerful visual impael 



command disappear. To become 
familiar with this quick method of 
imposing stylistic variations, try itali- 
cising ihe list of product features by 
using [+][!] to start, and |-[)l jto stop. 
If you need lo check your actions, call 
up the |f8| menu and summon the 
Codes to the screen. 

Lay it above the line 

Among the various unfamiliar 
commands on the Set and Clear menus, 
you will see SuBscript and 
SupeRscript. These are commands to 
place text above or below the normal 
line position, and are probably best 
exemplified in a chemical equation. 

Our document happens to have one 
such equation which needs arranging in 
this fashion. The third paragraph 
contains a reference to ihe type of 
plastic used in Wonko's new product. 
Go to the figure 2 (after CH) and call 
up the Set menu by pressing [+1. The 
command we need is not visible on the 
portion of the drop down menu shown 
on screen, so keep pressing the down 
arrow key until it appears. 

Seleci SupeRscript and press 
I ENTER}. Back in the document, move 
the cursor to ihe 'f ' and call up the 
Clear menu to deselect Superscript (by 
highlighting it and pressing I ENTER] 
again). Now. go to the figure 3 and 
select SuBscript from the Set menu. 
Once the figure has been covered by the 
cursor, deselect the command using the 
Clear menu. To put the final figure 3 
into SupeRscript, we are going to use 
keystrokes to avoid having to call up the 
lengthy Set and Clear menus. Using the 
obvious capital letters, type in [+] SR 
when the cursor is on the 3. Move the 
cursor over lo the right of the 3 and 
deselect the option by pressing [-JSR. 

Now call up the [f8] menu and ask 
to see the state of the codes (by 
selecting Codes and pressing the 
spacebar or the [+] key. The screen 
will show a mass of bracketed codes 
which virtually obscure ihe actual text! 
(See screenshot 3) 

LocoScript is not content to offer 
you jusl the range of enhancements 
demonstrated so far. There are other 
ways to highlight text, using alterations 
in character size and line spacing. 
Return the cursor to the top of the 
screen and press [f4] for Size to see 
what is available. Don't be put off by 
the host of figures, ticks, and termi- 
nology; the best way to explain and 
implement the size options is to work 
methodically through Ihe menu. 

Strength of character 

If you have been following the World 
Cup Final, the first option might make 
you think of green things in Italy. 
However, character pitch refers to the 
size of the letters or figures on screen, 
and how many can be fitted to each 
horizontal inch on the line. Altering the 
pitch from the default setting of 1 2 (thai 
is, 1 2 characters per inch) to say, 10, 
means that text can be 'stretched', while 
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changing it to 17 compresses the char- 
acters inlo a smaller space. 

In our document, we want lo make 
Ihe product name still more noticeable. 
Move Ihe cursor to the 'P' of Plughole 
and press [f4] for Size. Select 10 by 
moving the cursor arrow keys vertically 
and horizontally, and pressing [+] or the 
spacebar followed by [ENTER], Go 
through the product name, and leaving 
the left hand edge of the cursor in the 
space after the 'T* of KIT, go back to 
the [f4| Size menu and return the char- 
acter pitch to its default setting of 12, 

The Normal or Double width 
settings are self-explanatory in that the 
latter option allows for characters to be 
printed at exactly twice their normal 
width - another useful feature for 
extra definition. 

The Line Spacing options allow 
you to set the number of lines which 
the printer head moves down between 
lines iif text. The default selling of 1 
ensures single line spacing, whilst a 
setting of 2 produces double-spaced 
text. This would be particularly useful 
if you were submitting some written 
work for scrutiny by, say, a magazine 
editor, when visual clarity is of the 
utmost importance. 

Your carriage awaits you 

The option CR extra spacing offers a 
means of introducing extra spaces 
between paragraphs, CR standing for 
'carriage return', ft can be used in 
conjunction with line spacing settings, 
or on its own. in our document, we want 
to introduce an extra space before and 
after our list of asterisked features. 

Taking the cursor to the carriage 
return after 'creating' (the line above 
the list), press [f4] for Size, and select 
CR spacing with Ihe down arrow key. 
Move from Ihe default selling of to 10 
and press [ENTER]. (See screenshot 4). 
Take the cursor down to the last carriage 
return of the list after the word 'gold- 
fish', call up the size menu again, and 
return Ihe CR spacing to the default 
setting of 0. 

Line pitch is the final setting, and 
refers to the number of lines per vertical 
inch on the page. The defaull selling of 
6 means that each line is one sixth of an 
inch away from the next. Alterations 
can be made to all the size menu 
settings by using the 'codes' indicated 
at the top of the screen preceded by the 
l+l or [-[ keys. The use of keystrokes 
will actually prompt a modified verson 
of the Set and Clear menus to appear at 
the top right hand comer of the screen 
with the relevant command on display. 
Pressing [ENTER] disposes of the menu 
and initiates the sizing command into 
the document. All that remains is to 
print out your document, and see 
exactly how those invisible style and 
size variations have affected your work. 
(Sec the final picture). As with mosi 
things LocoScriptian, you will be both 
pleasantly surprised and extremely 
impressed with the professional and 
eye-catching result. • 



Advertising—Architecture— Artwork—Booklets— Brochures— Business Cards— Cartoons— Catalogues- 



IF ONE PICTURE IS WORTH A THOUSAND WORDS 
THINK WHAT YOU CAN SAY WITH 



M]CRO 
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MANUAL "Comprehensive , immensely friendly and will lead you where you 
want to 90." ..It takes about an hour or so to get on speaking terms." 
FEATURES "Does everything you are likely to need in designing and lay- 
ing-out your artwork". .."Text..will automatically tlow around the 
picture. "..."Very fast." PRINTING "Extremely high resolution printouts which 
set the software apart from its competition." THE ACCOLADES "Surpasses 
anything else - Does almost everything better - This beats the lot • Results 
are superb - Brilliant and sophisticated - Beats the opposition hands down • 
New lease of life for the PCW." 

* TYPESETTING * TEXT EDITING * PAGE LAYOUT 
GRAPHICS * FONT DESIGN • PRINTING 
Runs on the PCW 8256, 8512 and 9512. Fully compatible with files from 
LocoSoript 2, Pretext, Wordstar, AMX Stop Press. The Desktop Publisher. 
Mini-Office Professional, Hombo Vidi Digitiser, MasterScan and other PCW 
software packages. Supports most popular Mouse systems and 9 pin, 24 
pin and Laser printers, including the Star LC-10 Colour Printer. 

Hugo range 0! fonts (25 built in), Typestyles and Typsetting functions. 
Extensive range of Graphic Art and Design facilities. 



£42 



MICRODESIGN II 

{£36.52 + VAT} = 

With PCW Mouse and Through Interface (£76.09 + VAT) = £87.50 

COLOUR BROCHURE ON REQUEST (Large SAE appreciated) 

JLocoScrvpt ^PC 

Word processor, Disc Manager, Maitmerge, Spelling Checker, 
INTEGRATED DATABASE and powerful PROGRAMMING Commands. 
Foreign languages and special characters are available with any Graphics 
Adaptor. Supports all standard monitors and over 300 printers. 
RRP £125 + VAT. Previous LocoScript users can save over £38 with our 



INTRODUCTORY OFFER (£86.09 + VAT) . 



Ill 



LocoLink. A special cable that links your PCW Expansion Slof to a PC. 
plus Software to transfer LocoScript 1 & 2 and any other files to a PC with 
L.S PC. LocoLink costs (£18,70 + VAT) on its own, or 



To purchasers of LocoScript PC (£13.87 + VAT) 1 



£15.95 



SupefDOS 



ARE YOU ONLY USING HALF YOUR PCW? If you have difficulty under- 
standing and using CP/M then SuperDOS is for you (not for the unexpanded 
8256 or hard disc drives) (£25.17 + VAT) = £28.95 



OTHER SOFTWARE 



LOCOMOTIVE SOFTWARE. All new stock. Prices Include VAT 



ForthePCW8256/B512 

Printer Drivers Disc 

(+Charkit) £17.95 

24 Pin Printer Drivers £20.95 

Locofont Set 1 £16.95 

LocotontSet2 £12.95 

For the PCW 951 2 

Printer Drivers Disc 

(+Charkit) £17.35 



LocoScript 2 V2.28 £21.50 

LocoSpell2 £17.45 

LocoScript 2 + LocoSpell £27.95 

LocoMail £24,50 

LocoFile £22.95 



24 Pin Printer Drivers £20.95 

LocoFile £22.95 



** LOCOFILE + LOCOMAIL ■ £40.50 * * 

For all PCWs: LocoFont 24 Text £23.50. Locofont 24 Display £23.50 



Minimum order £10. Next day Courier Delivery S8.. 
Bold prices Include VAT end UK post Normally by return 
Send critiques Money orders: or PlciLA'Govl orders la: 

SILICON CITY 

Dept 8, Wheal Rose, 
Redruth.Cornwall TR16 5DR 
Access/Visa orders: Telephone 0209 891141 

(Coolchance Ltd) 



E3 



£113.85 



The SCA RamPac is the first successful Memory Expansion above 51 2K that 
does not invalidate any PCW warranty. Only RamPac is approved by Loco- 
motive Software. RamPac simply plugs onto the back of any PCW and imme- 
diately increases the capacity of Drive M by 51 2K, It is compatible with 
MicroDesign 2, Flipper and most PCW programs. 

CMOS RAM prices are down - so is RamPac! 
RamPac 51 2 K Memory Expansion (£99 + VAT) 

768 t K ( Kain < Pac 

Looking for more memory? We can now supply the SCA RamPac already 
expanded From 51 2K to 768K. Existing owners can expand their own RamPac 
with our DIY kit. RamPacs purchased after March 1990 can be expanded in 
less than 10 minutes with our "plug-in" kit. Earlier RamPacs require a simple 
solder link and you can either DIY or return your RamPac to us for expanding 
at nominal charge. 

DIY 256K RamPac Expansion Kit (£22.56 + VAT) = £25.95 

RamPac returned to us for expansion (£30.39 + VAT) = £34.95 

768K RamPac already expanded (£119 + VAT) = £136.85 



256K MEMORY UPGRADE 



Upgrade your PCW 8256 memory to 51 2K with our best selling kit. 
Almost an essential for MicroDesign II and Locoscript 2 + disc copying. 

Our simple instructions assume no prior knowledge, experience, or skills. We 
supply TOP QUALITY chips which are jig preformed for ease of insertion, NO 
BENDING REQUIRED, plus a 'Practice' chip. Simply 'Plug in & Go' 
* PCW 8256 256K Memory Upgrade kit to 51 2K (£26.04 *) - £29.95 



PCW DRIVES 



3" Brand New AMSTRAD/PANASONIC internal fitting 1mb [720K formatted) 
drives using CF2 discs, with simple instructions for DIY. Just "Plug in & Go" 
The FD2 (black front panel) and FD4 (ivory panel) are otherwise identical. 

* FD2/FD4 (as available) second drive for PCW B256 (£86.09 +) =£99 

* FD4 second drive for PCW 9512 (drive B) (£97.39 + VAT) = £112 

* FD1 Brand New 500K replacement Drive A for PCW 8000's ...(£68.70 +) = £79 

5 1/4" PACE external 40/80 track self-powered drive B for data 

transfer between PCs & single drive PCWs using TDOS s/w 

supplied (£116.52+) = £134 

SAVE £5 on above when purchased with Memory Expansion 



PERIPHERALS AND ACCESSORIES 



EXTERNAL PRINTERS 

PCW 8 256/85 12 owners who purchase a printer will also need an Interface 
and printer cable. We also strongly recommend LocoScript 2. For all PCWs we 
recommend Locomotive's Printer Drivers Disc and/or the 24 pin Printer Drivers 
Disc for maximum compatibility with Locoscript 2. 

PRINTER CABLE for PCW 8256/8512 (interface required) £9-95 

NULL MODEM CABLE Data transfer Computer to Computer £14.95 

"DONGLE" Adapts Export PCW to interface. RamPac etc £22,95 

RIBBONS (including VAT, P&P) LC-10 £4.60 5+ £4.30. LC 10 Colour £6.90 
5+ £6.20 (also takes black for economy) LC24-10/1 5 £5.75, 5+ £5.25 

BBD DUST COVERS (incl VAT P&P) PCW 8256/8512 (grey 3pC) £11.45 

9512 (Ivory 3pc) £13.45. 951 2 with auto cut S/F (Ivory 3pC) £13.45 

STAR LC-10, LC-10C. LC24-10, LC24-15 (state grey or ivory) £4.95 

INTERFACES Serial/Parallel for PCW 8256/8512 printer connection and 
all PCWs Data Transfer (also see LocoLink) 

SCA Professional, highly regarded, full featured (£43.43 + VAT) - £49.95 

SCA Professional Plus. As above + Real Time 

clock/calendar (£52.13 + VAT) = £59.95 

AMSTRAD CPS8256 (while Stocks last) (£43.43 + VAT) = £49.95 

MASTER PAINT Graphics package (not 9512) £13.95 With PCW mouse £59.50 
PCW MOUSE AMX type, with Interface and through connector (NB The 
Kempston Mouse does not have a through connector) (£43.04 + VAT) a £49.50 



Leaflets— Letterheads— Magazines— Manuals— Maps— Menus— Newsletters— Order Forms— 



Musical 
database 




Name that Tune ! 

A large music collection need no longer be an administrative nightmare 
thanks to a new database from Cavalier. Sophie Lankenau takes a look 



Tracking it down 
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A complele recoid shows everything from type and classification 10 the 
tracks on either side of the piece - plus the all important reference number! 
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BI-CHOM HUSK LIBRARY 



A, Mate Types A Classifications 

B, Create/Anend Library Itw 

C, Delete/Display Library Itefl 
P\ Trace Library Tien 

E, List/Display Library 



C. Print Cassette Index Card 
H, Print Albun Index Card 



please hare raw aucnn t 

A. By Artist 

!. By Title 

C, By Code Wo, 

D, By Date 

E, By Track 

F, Type and/or Ciass only 

PLEASE HAKE VDUB SELECTION | 



Re-chord's thorough and speedy tracing facility means that items in your 
collection can be sought oui with the liniest clue as a guide. 
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RE-CHORD 



Pluses 

A Excellent search ■ 

facility 
A Prints out cassette 

box sleeves 
k Huge capacity 

Minuses 

▼ Numerical reference 
codes difficult to 
remember 



Hiiuillluitali'irl -15 

iiMliiro 4/5 

Performance 5/5 

Kaseiifuse 5/5 

HM Plus 

value vwdii-1 1H/2H 



24 My 90*000 Plt'S 



RECHORD 

£29.95 • Cavalier Software • 
081 639 6683 • All PCWs 

Cavalier Software are no strangers to 
the production of good quality, easy to 
use 'vertical' software. The release of 
'Hotel' reviewed in 8000 Plus in 
January of this year proved that the 
company lias a particular talent of 
taking a specific market or interest and 
producing a tailor-made database to 
serve its needs. If you have a collection 
of recorded music which extends into 
the hundreds, then their latest offering, 
entitled 'Re-chord', will be of consider- 
able interest to you. Re-chord allows 
you to catalogue and access any item in 
a collection of music, whether it is an 
album, cassette or compact disc, with 
the minimum of fuss. 

Installation is a simple affair; the 
manual contains separate instructions 
for all three PCWs, which are clearly 
written and easy to follow. Be prepared 
to have two formatted CF2 discs to 
hand; the program and .EMS files must 
be copied on to these before you can 
start. Once this has been done, the soft- 
ware is self-booting, so you can give 
your CP/M disc a well earned rest while 



you are using Re-chord. 

Re- chord's opening menu displays 
eight options, from updating 'types' 
(this refers to the form in which 
recorded music is stored, whether it is 
an album, cassette, compact disc, and so 
on) and 'classifications', which include 
classical, popular and jazz music. 

When you are entering details of 
your collection, the option to select is 
[BJ for Create/ A mend Library Item. 
You are immediately asked to provide a 
reference number. It is suggested that 
you assign each classification a healthy 
range of numbers - say from 1 to I 999 
for the first group, 2000 to 3999 for the 
next and so on. You are then presented 
with a screen into which you enter the 
details of a particular recording. 

The sound of music 

If you complete ii fully, you will have 
the name of the artist and the title of the 
piece, its type and classification, a refer- 
ence code and the date - which can be 
the release date, the current date - it is 
up to you. You can also list all the tracks 
on lite recording, together with the 
eounter number which corresponds with 
each track (see screenshot). The hash 
key to the left of [RETURN] takes you 
back to the main menu. 

The reference number which you 
assign to a given library item is crucial. 
Numerical sorting is a logical yet irri- 
tating feature of the program, as every 
lime you want to either add or amend a 
library item, you have to remember its 
reference number. Even if your collec- 
tion is of modest proportions, you might 
not be able to remember instantly that 
you gave Des O' Connors's Greatest 
Hits the number 87. 

Without this reference number you 
cannot progress beyond the opening 
menu for many of the options. The 
numbers you choose are then supposed 
to be represented on the cassette box or 
album sleeve, so you could always rifle 
through your collection to check the 
number. There is, however, a way 
around this, whereby you track down 
the artist or piece first, and then find out 
the number you have allocated to it. 
This comes in the form of the ID] 
option - Trace Library Item. 

Go fetch! 

Re -chord's tracing system is both thor- 
ough and fast, and allows you to search 
for an item with the tiniest clue as a 
starting point. Selecting [D] calls up a 
list of search options (see screenshot) to 



help find a given record. So, if you 
wanted to find details of all the work in 
your collection by, say. Beethoven, the 
search by name option would be the one 
to pick. Similarly, if you were interested 
to find out the titles of all the recordings 
you bought or catalogued in July of 
1985. search by date would provide you 
with the relevant information. 

The Search by track option 
provides instant satisfaction to those 
plagued by knowing the name of a song 
or a piece, but not being able to 
remember who it was by or which 
recording it came from. All you do in 
this case is enter the name of the track - 
or even the first few letters - and Re- 
chord will charge through the records 
and give you a list of possibles. About 
the only thing which Re-chord's 
searching facility cannot do is to let you 
to hum tunelessly into the disc drive on 
your PCW. hoping that the machine 
knows the tune as well and can come up 
with the name of the song and the artist. 
This would solve the age old problem of 
bending your friends' ears with a less 
than Pavarottian rendition of a piece of 
music, and expressing surprise when 
they cannot recognise the song. 

A card up your sleeve 

Re-chord's 'coup de grace" is its 
printing options. The ability to print 
artist and album 'index cards' is an 
extremely useful feature, and allows 
you to keep a paper 'back up' of every- 
thing you have entered in the database. 
Not only does this save you having to 
load the whole program if you only 
want to run a quick check on one item 
in your collection, it also means that if, 
(heaven forbid) your PCW has a fit of 
amnesia in the middle of a Re-chord 
operation, at least you have all the infor- 
mation in card index form. 

The [G] option, for Print Cassette 
Index card is a real boon. What Re- 
chord produces for you is an actual 
cassette sleeve, which fits into your 
cassette case and displays all the infor- 
mation you need. So, the spine shows 
the artist and name of the recording, and 
on the cover there is a list of the tracks 
on each side of the recording. 

The beauty of the program is that 
you can exploit its storage capacity to 
the full, or you can keep details to the 
barest minimum yet still have a handy 
catalogue of your music. Whatever your 
needs. Re -chord is a capable database 
which is easy to use, and represents 
good value for money. • 



iJkTHE WEST OF BRITAIN BUSINESS SERVICES 

(S»*J You Must Add V.A.T. To Our Prices - Carriage Is FREE ! 



AMSTRAD PCWS 



WITH 12 MONTHS ON SITE WARHANTY PLUS FREE 
DISC BOX 1 DISC CONTAINING DATABASE. 
GRAPHS PACK. PSYCHOLOGICAL TEST . GAMES 

PCWB256 £347.00 

PCWB512 £434.00 

PCW9512 £465.00 



PCW STARTER PACKS ■ 
ALL TOGETHER HOW! 



10 x AMSofi CF2 Discs/one ol which will no 
our free gift pack disc (see above)/AMS30L 
locking disc box plus 2000 sheets listing 
paper (11" x 9,5") 3 Primer Ribbons/3" Drive 
Cleaner Top Quality BBO 3 piece dust 
covers all for the bundled price of £60.00 



STATE MACHINE TYPE WHEN ORDERING * 
STATE FABRIC OR CARBON RIBBONS 



************************* 

AMSTRAD PC'S - SOME SAMPLE PRICES: 

PCI 512 Double Drive Mono £449 00 

PCI640 Double Drive Mono £574.00 

PC1640 30Mb HD Mono £749.00 

PC20B6 Single Ortve 1 2" Mono £524.00 

PC20B6 HD 12" Mono Display £769.00 

PC20B6 HD 14" Colour £899.00 

Also Amstratl PC2289 & PC23B6 Available 

*** LINK YOUR PCW TO A PC! *** 
Like to run your accounts on a PC bul use your 
PCW as a workstation? Send lor details of 
Compact Accounts PC2PC I 

!"" ""our'guabantee 

lis a bit special. II any computer or printer bought I 
(from us (without on-site maintenance being I 

(offered] goes wrong under warranty we wifll 
(colled, repair and return at our cost. ' 

A 1 1 yo u have t a do i s tete p ho ne^ _ . 

PRINTERS 

CITIZEN RANGE (2 YEAR GUARANTEE). NEC, 

PANASONIC. EPSOM, AMSTRAD AND MORE' 

PCW HARDWARE 

I PACE 5.25" 2nd drive - with its own buill in ■ 
1 interlace 8 power supply - TDOS software! 
[allows itala Laosler from PCW/PC/PCWlj 
iVery easy to lit. Also works as fully functional! 
•2nd CP/M-LOCOSCRIPT drive ,£116.00' 

MEMORY UPGRADE - lor PCW8256!! £26.00 

PCW 2nd 3" drive (FDA) £113.00 



S.C.A. THE CREAM OF THE CHOP 

The RamPac that supercharges your 
PCWII! Jusl plugs onto expansion port to 
provide extra 512K of RAM Now at the 
new reduced price £99.00 

SERIAL/PARALLEL (RS232) INTERFACE 

WITH REALTIME CLOCK £52.00 

WITHOUT REAL TIME CLOCK ..£43.00 



PC W8000S Wire Printer Stand £913 

Any width Printer Sland ■ Rugged £14.75 

Printer Cleaning Kil-PCWSOOC's £14.60 

Mouse Mats £4.35 

Margin Maker* ■ aligns paper £9.90 

Spike protector plug - helps protect 
computers against power surges £10.25 

Hr* HARD DISCS - EASY LIVING** 



MODEMS 



MIRACLE TECHNOLOGY MODEMS 

WS4000 £147.80 

WS4000PCW, complete with INTEGRAL PCW 

INTERFACE & CONNECTING LEADLE1 47.80 

PACE -MODEMS 

LINNET- INTELLIGENT. V21/V23 £130 40 

Cable to PCW INTERFACE £13.90 

D1 ALU P-Com munlcalions Software ESS 50 

SAGE CHIT CHAT SOFTWARE £62.50 

J III II II II II I II III II IIIII II IIX 

BBD DUST COVER SET - |; 

SIMPLY THE BEST 

PCW82S6/851 2 £10.40 ! 

PCW9512 £12.13 

PC 1 640 ' 1 5 1 2 stale col o r mo no ., .£7,85 

AMSTRAD PPC £5.20 

PACE DISK DRIVE COVEH £5,00 

OVER &M TYPES OF COVEH AVAILABLEI 
STATE EXACT MODEL WHENORDE RING j 

Am ii ii i ii ii iiiii ii i ii ii ii 1 1 k 



VORTEX 40MB PCW HARD DISK.. £495.60 j 
lOIAMOND 32MB PCW HARD DISK.. £459.00 I 
I DIAMOND 48MB PCW HARD DISK £539.00 [ 
] THE DIAMOND RANGE CAN BE SHARED 
BY MULTIPLE PCWS I DETAILS 
AVAILABLE ON ALL THE DRIVES 



MENTIONED HERE 



I 



"DONGLE" - it you own an 'Export' PCW you 
will need this to link to inlerta.ee I RamPac etc. 
Our Price £1 7.S0 



DISCS AT SPECIAL OFFER PRICES! 

CF2 3" MAXCELL PCW/CPCx 10 £17.30 

CF2 3" MAXCELL PCW/CPC X 5 £10.40 

CF2 3" AMSOFT PCW.CPC x 10 £19.00 

CF2 3" AMSOFT PCW/CPC x 5 Et t .00 

5.25" BULK-UNBRANDED x 25 £10.45 

5.25- BULK-UNBRANDED X 50 £17.40 

3.5" BULK-UNBRANDED x 1 £1 3.00 

3.5" BULK-UNBRANDED x 25 £24.80 



DISC STORAGE 

AMS 10 (AMSTRAD BRAND) holds 10... £7.00 
AMS30L (AMS BRAND) holds 30- locks .£8.65 

DS40L 373.5" LOCKABLE £8.50 

DS50L 5.25" (HOLDS 50) LOCKABLE ....£8.50 
DS100L5.25" (HOLDS 100) LOCKABLE .£10.20 

PRINTER RIBBONS 
REFRESH! - BLACK RE-lNKiNG SPHAY .£7.60 
EXCELLENT VALUE COMPATIBLE RiBBONS:- 

PCW8256 Fabric (14m length) ...x2 £6.51 

PCW B256 Carbon Multislrike x 2 £6.51 

PCW 9512 Carbon Multislrike x 2 £6.00 

PCW 9512 New Fabric type x2 £6.00 

AMSTRAD BRANDED PRINTER RIBBONS 

PCWS256 Fabric or Carbon MS..x2 £1 3.03 

PCW9512 Carbon Multislrike x2 £13.03 

COLOUR RIBBONS: 
PCW 8000 FABRIC: piano fo« availaWily 

Any Two E11.80 

Any Five .£27.60 

Any Ten £49 00 

[we~sTj PR," Ixactly"wh a~ youcir d er] 

■ Ot EACC U&lfC CHOC TUAT IWUflT Vnil 



._ J 



- PLEASE MAKE SURE THAT WHAT YOU 
JARE ORDERING IS GOING TO 8E RIGHT 

FOR YOU! WE DO NOT SELL ON 
[APPROVAL!!! J 

COMPUTER PAPEH 
11 " X 9.5" Contlmioue:- 

SP/05 1 ply plain -500 sheets £7,60 

SP/10 1 ply plain - 1000 sheets £8.65 

SP/20 1 ply plain -2000 sheets £15.60 

DP/05 2 ply plain ■ 500 sheets £15.50 

DP/10 2 ply plain - 1000 sheets £24.30 

11" x 14.5" Contlnou*;- 

1 ply plain -500 sheets £9.00 

1 ply plain - 1000 sheets £10.75 

1 ply plain - 2000 sheels ..£22.50 

A4 - (TRUE A4) SO gam - Continue us :- 

500 x Plain white/micro pert £12.90 

1000 x Plain white/micro pert £19.95 

2000 x Plain white/micro pert £33.50 

A4 - (TRUE A4) - Single Sheets ■ 

Plain White- 500 sheets : £7.25 

Plain White ■ 1000 sheets.. £13.75 

LABELS • WITH SPROCKET HOLES:- 

ONE WIDE 3 1 /2" xl 7/16- - 500 £7.25 

ONE WIDE 3 1/2" x1 7/16" ■ 1000 £13.75 

ONE WIDE 3 1/2" x1 7/16" - 2000 £22.50 

ONE WIDE 3 1/2" xl 7/16" -4000 £42.50 

NOT ONLY BUT ALSO! 

CONTACT US FOR DICTATING MACHINES, 

TELEPHONES, TYPEWRITERS, 

SHREDDERS. PHOTOCOPIERS. 

COMPUTER FURNITURE, VIDEO 

RECORDERS, FAX MACHINES, 

SATELLITE DISHES, OFFICE EQUIPMENT, i 

ANDOFFICESUPPLIESOFALLTYPES! t 

I I 



SOFTWARE 



THE COMPOSERS PEN ONLY £56.00 

Mini Office Pro - suite all PCWs £25,87 

r- ~- ■ 

I New out tram FUTURE PUBLISHING - 
I The "8000 PLUS COLLECTION" 
{'The Most Comprehensive Compilation ot 
JAmstrad PCW Hints, Tips. Shortcuts and 
I Useful Programs Ever Published." Total ot 
I book* disc . 14.60 all inc 
I I 

WORDPROCESSOHS 

PROTEXT ■ THE FULL SYSTEM: £33.00 

PROD ATA - Pretexts' new database £47.45 

PRO-EAZE - needs Protext £15.00 

Flipper 2 Plus - not (or PCW8256 £26.00 

Locoscnpl II £18.65 

Lococombo - Locoscript II 4 Spell £24.25 

Locospellll £15.20 

Locolile - state which PCW used £19,90 

NEW THE5AUHUS-USE WTO LOOOF1LE £1 2.60 

Locomail II £21.00 

Locofont I (6 lonls) tor loco 2 £14.70 

Locotont II (3 fonts) lor loco 2 £11.25 

DIGITA 'E' TYPE -typewriter emulator £24.15 

M.A.S S Easy Labeller £2t .00 

SPREADSHEETS 

Supercalc II £34.50 

Cracker II Turbo £34,75 

Rotate: for sideways printing! £17.00 

DATABASES 

Comix Card Index - simple to use £25.90 

Masterlile 8000 ■ best general use £28.00 

dBase II - the 'do all' database £47.00 

ACCOUNTS 

I 1 

lit you are unsure which package youl 
•need for your business please phone" 
'and we will describe the various, 
i packages in clear jargonless terms - 
but leave you to decide. 



TRAINING 



REELTIME 

TOP QUALITY TRAINING COURSE ON DISC 

WITH INSTRUCTOR ON AUDIOTAPE 

RT- Locoscript II ■ PCW9512 £29.90 

RT-Locoscript - PCW6256/8512 £29.90 

RT-Locoscript II ■ PCW82S6/8512 £29.90 

RT-CP/M - usayour computer! £29.90 

RT-Supercalc II £29.90 

RTdBasell £29.90 

IANSYST 

Crash course in typing - beginners £16.00 

Two Fingers To Touch Typing £16.00 

KOSMOS - LANGUAGE TUTORS 
Choose Irom the French Mistress. The 
German Master, The Spanish Tutor, or The 

Italian Tutor each at only £13.75 

APEX LANGUAGE TUTORS ■ stale machine 

Business French £39.00 

Business German £39.00 

Business Spanish £39.00 

(these tutors are aimed at getting you ready for 

1 992 - so no excuses now I) 

REACH THE TOP WITH LCL - serious stuff! 

LCL: Micro Maths 8-Aoult £20.90 

LCL: Micro English 8-Adult £20.90 

* Buy both and get £4.00 off total I* 
SCHOOL SOFTWARE 

Better Spelling - age 9-adult £12.90 

Magic Maths -age 4- 8 £12.90 

Maths Mania - age 8-12 £12.90 

Better Maths - age 12-16.. £12.90 

Physics - Chemistry or Biology age 12-16 

(each only) EtS.OO 

EDUCATIONAL & FUN! 

Animal. Mineral, Vegetable £11.99 

World Wise £11.99 

TOPOLOGIKA ■ oiher titles - see below: 

Gianlkiller [m aths adv. 9-16yrs) £12.85 

Yes Chancellor I (UK Economy sim| £12.83 



CONNECT SYSTEMS - rrp £49,95 inc 
Money Manager PCW (GREAT VALUE) £26.25 



Mc 



a 



D.R.S. ■ Total Accounting £68.00 

CONTACT US FOR FURTHER DETAILS!!! 

Meridian Blockmarks £25.00 

COR NIX 

Simple Accounts II - PCW £47.00 

Job Estimating v2 £49.90 

Product Costing v2 £49.90 

MICRO SIMPLEX 

VAT made simple - A/Cs system £99.00 

Micro Pub stock £99.00 

COMPACT ACCOUNTS - NEW RANGE NEW 
PRICES 

We use Compact tor our own accounts system. 
The best there is on the PCW! DETAILS OF 
THE FULL RANGE & STATIONERY 
CAVALIER SOFTWARE 

Inbusiness (integrated) ..£130.00 

Simple Invoicing £30.39 

Diner: RESTAURANT/TAKEAWAY A/Cs .£52.13 
Homeview: ESTATE AGENTS ■ program ..£ 169.95 

Newsboy NEWSPAPER DEL - program £62.13 

Re-Chord: MUSIC LIBRARY ■ program . .£26.04 
CAVALIER SOFTWARE: FULL RANGE AVAILABLE. 
CAM SO FT ACCOUNTS:- full range avail. 
PSIL - Integrated. Stock/I nv/Sales/ 

Purch/Nom P.O.A. 

PSPN - INT. Sales/Purch/Nom P.O.A. 

PPAY ■ PAYROLL P.O.A, 

PSTK (AND OTHER TITLES) P.O.A. 

SAGE ACCOUNTS:- lull range available 

Popular Accounts ..- — £57.80 

Popular Accounts Plus £65.80 

MAP ACCOUNTS:- full range available 
Integrated Accounts £89.80 



DTP AND GRAPHICS 



I MICRO DESIGN II: fantastic- ONLY £36.00 i 
(MICRO DESIGN II + guajlly MOUSE P.O.A. I 

i rz!r 1 

Slop Press, Mouse. Interlace etc ..£60.70 

Stop Press software only .,.£28.50 

Desktop Pub & Mouse E51.99 

Desktop Publisher Software Only £17.35 

Master Paint 1 5.45 

Master Scan £48.50 

Master Pack £54.60 



LEISURE 



***GETRICH QUICK- PERHAPS?*** 

Pro-Punier (racing betting aid) ...£39.00 

Pro- Pools (forecasting aid) £34.60 

*** ADVENTURE GAMES *** 

Corruption £1 7.30 

Scapeghostlll E13.90 

Lancelot ■ 3 Adventures in One £13.80 

Jinxter £17.30 

* THE PROFESSIONAL ADVENTURE WRITER* 

* WRITE YOUR OWN ADVENTU P ES !*,..£ 1 B.OC 

Time and Magik - 3 games .,...£10.22 

TOPOLOGIKA ADVENTURES 

Acheton £12,80 

Avon/Murdac £15.20 

Countdown to Doom £12.80 

Kingdom of HamH , £12.60 

Philosophers Quasi ...£12.80 

Return to Doom £12 80 

♦ •.SIMULATIONS *** 

Heathrow Traffic Control + SB £12.80 

PCW Challenge (4 games) £10.40 

ACE * JOYSTICK + INTERFACE £25.00 

Tomahawk - Helicopter Combat!!! £13.90 

Graham Gooches Test Cricket £13.80 

Headcoach - American Football £12.20 

World ol Soccer £1 2.20 

*** ACTION *** 

Brian Cloughs Football Fortunes £10 00 

Head Over Heels £10.20 

CI assic Collection I (not 9512) £12.20 

Classic Collection II - (nol 9512) £12.20 

***TABLE GAMES *** 

Bridge Player Galactica £19.60 

Bridge Player 2000 £10.40 

Colossus IV Bridge £12,00 

Clock Chess 89 - very powerful £13 60 

Colossus IV Chess £10.40 

Trivial Pursuit £15.20 

Worid of Snooker £1 1 .80 

Steve Davis Snooker £10.20 

Classic Games 4 - 4 Boartjames _..„.£ 13.80 

PLEASENOTETHISADVERT 

CONSTITUTES JUST A TINY PART OF 

OUR RANGE OF PRODUCTS (see Not 

Only But Also') ABOVE. IF YOU DO NOT 

SEE WHAT YOU NEED HERE PLEASE DO 

NOT HESITATE TO TELEPHONE - 

NOW MULTIPLE TELEPHONE LINES! 



CALLERS WELCOME BUT STRICTLY BV APPOINTMENT PLEASE 
If vou see anything we sell being sold cheaper elsewhere phone us before you buy - Office open 9a.m to 5p.m. MONDAY TO FRIDAY. 
' u ' a K Pn-t-fl, l« FfeF.E bul YOU MUST ADD VAT 

Export orders currently not taken. Prices and descriptions subject to availability (trading conditions available upon request) 
Alt trademarks ack. Please make Cheques/P.O. l s payable to "W.B.8.S. " 

WEST OF BRITAIN BUSINESS SERVICES DEPT 8/7, CAPEL TOBI, FFAIRFACH, LLANDEILO, DVFED. SA19 6PR 
TEL: (0558) 823782 SALES & 24 HOUR CREDIT CARD ORDERING 

OR PLACE YOUR CREDIT CARD ORDER BY FAX (0558) 823923 9am-10pm Mon-Fri. 
GOVT DEPTs / LOCAL & EDUCATIONAL AUTHORITY ORDERS WELCOMED. 



The 8000+ Collection 

The guide on all you need to know 

about the PCW. The best tips 

from 3 years of 8000+. 

A book and disk for only £14.00. 




New Kempston Mouse 

An ergonomk, 2 button mouse with Jeeves 
and Datofox software. Jeeves runs with 
mast CP/M programs, providing icons and 
accessories. Datafax is an organiser that 
generates fib fox compatible print-outs. 
Mouse and software for only £59.00 



CORPORATE 



EDUCATIONAL, CORPORATE, OR VOLUME PURCHASERS PLEASE CALL FOR ASSISTANCE 
FREE DELIVERY (UK MAINLAND) • ALL PRICES EXCLUDE VAT 




PCW ADD-ONS 

FD7 PCW Exrernol 5.25" Drive 

FD4 1Mb Drive 



(Second Disk Drive for the 8256/9512) 

Amstrod RS2S2 Centronics Interface 

PCW 8256/8512 Memory Upgrade. 



R5C PCW Printer/Power Extension B256/B512 

9512Pfinfe[Extension 

3" DISK DRIVE HEAD CLEANER 

The Qearhead 



El 39.00 
.El 15.00 

_E45.00 

_£P.Q.A. 

_ £11.00 

£9.00 



£6.50 



DISKS 
Why take chances with inferior disks, buy the best for your 
PCW, use Artisoft CF-2 disks. Fully Guaranteed. 
Quantity Cost per box of 10 

10 £19.00 20 E18.S0 

30 




DISK STORAGE BOXES 

MAS I OL (each) 


£5.50 


AMSIOLM) 


£10.00 1 


AMSIOLM) 


£13.00 


AMS30L (each) 


£9.50 1 






Telephone: (0923) 243301. E&OE 




ATARI PORTFOLIO 
The smallest, lightest, cheapest MS-DOS portable in the world. 
RSC UNBEATABLE OFFER El 79.00 



ATARI PORTFOLIO ADD - ONS 



Serial Interlace _ 
Parallel Interlace , 
Mains Pack 



.£50.00 

[34.00 

"£20.00 



[169,00 
£125.00 

£155.00 



ADD ONS AVAILABLE - PLEASE CALL 



32/64/1 28 RAM caids 


[42.00A75.00A1 10.00 


»1 




I 





HEW Aimtrad FX9600AT 

Fax 8 unswerphone cabined 
NEW low toil Amslrod FX5000 



£8500 

£40.00 
£40.00 

£24.00 
£30.00 



GAMES 



RSCTOP10GAMES 



Arnhem ____^ 
Brian dough's Football 
Bridge Player 2000 



Complete Home Entertainemenl 
Clock Chess 89 

PCW Challenge, 

Steve Davis Sneaker 

Time and Magic 

Tomahawk 

Trivial Pursuit 



£14.00 

£10.00 

.£15.00 

[15.00 

£12.00 
£10.00 
£12.00 
£10.00 
£13.00 
£12.00 



GENERAL ACCESSORIES 



fiSC E21A KEYBOARD STORAGE DRAW 
The RSC E21A keyboard storage draw features a sturdy steel & 
plastic construction. A PC keyboard locates in the tray which can 
be solely tucked oat of sight when not in use. Soves space on 
your desktop & provides protection Irom dust & dirt. CPU & 
monitor stack on lop. 
RSC PRICE .£27.00 



WORDPRQCESSING 

Praspell 


£20.00 


Prolex 


£33.00 


Locoscripl 2 


£19.00 


locoscripl 2 with locosaell 2 

Locospell2 


£25.00 
£16.00 


Loccmnil 2 


£25.00 


Locofonl 1 


£16.00 


Locofont 2 


[12.00 


New Word II 


£39.00 


Spellcheckei S Thesaurus 


£14.50 


SPREADSHEETS 

Supercnlc 2 


[35.00 


Rotate 


£16.00 


Cracker II (Turbo) RSC Special Price 


£32.00 






HARD DISK DRIVES 



TUTORIALS 



lankey crash course typing . 
iankey 2 fingers typing 



£16.00 

[16.00 




NEW RSC HARD DISK DRIVE 
for use on Amstrad PCW 8256/8512/9512. Avnilnbke in three 
siies ■ 32, 48 ans 100 Mb. Very fast access lime- 28ms 
moximum, wilh o track to track lime of 8rns. The RSC drive can 
duplicate a 1 Mb file io under a minute - more than twice as last 
as any other hard disk system for the PCW! 1 00% compatible 
wilh Locoscripl 2 and all stondotd CP/M programs. The only 
autoboat system available - no floppies needed. 



RSC SPECIAL PRICE 



CCAll 





COPY HOLDERS 



RSC L2 Desktop 

RSC U Desk Unm 

RSC 132 Col Dedicated Clamp 



A must for every workstation, con be positioned to any angle. 



£12.00 
[12.00 
[14.00 



ANTI-STATIC MATS 

RSC M 02 AntiStolic Mouse Mat 



[6.95 




280 x 210 x 4mm Fully earthed when connected. 
RSC M-03 Anti-Static Keyboard Mai . 



£8.95 



595 x 250 x 4mm Fully earthed when connected, 
RSC M04 Anti-Static PC Mot 



£14.95 



4-WAY MAINS MULTI SOCKET 

4 Way mains distribution socket. Wilh built-in arrester to give 
full protection Irom mains borne spikes nnd surges __E1 5.00 
Spike protected plug £9.50 



RSC Limited, 75 Queens Road, Watford WD1 2QN. Fax: (0923) 37946 



_ Games 




av Id sci uut 
t20, treble 19 



Trivial pur 



1 1 interesting darling facts 

whkh you might like lo use in 
m ill ?i lo impress (he impm- 
sloniblc: 1) The Ten est darts 
you need to get out in 501 is 9. 
The following order would 
suffice; J treble ZOs (=3 darts), 
3 treble 20s(=e darts), I treble 
JO (=71,1 treble IS (=8 darts) 
and 1 double IB <±f dans). 

;■ iiii Hi.-hci i'.h 

Trum 501 is; treble 
and bull. This (68+57+501 
equals 167 which is a third or 
501. Throw this combination 3 
limes running (bull out I anil 
you've done El. 
3) Darts was not invented by 
theChinese.lt was invented bv 
t cabal of pub landlords and 
i jiliir> fur autslzcd men. 
4j \u-ww is actuallj sure huw 
the word Oche (the lint from 
which a darts player throw) 
came from. Some say it is from 
the French Loper- to cut a 
groove or line while others 
think that the fad that it 
rhymes with Jockey (as In 
Wilson I is sufficient reason. 






Put Your Feet Up ! 

The PCW provides many things for many people - even a spot of relaxation 
from time to time. Tim Smith reviews five games in one package 



WusonlissufficH 



Let's play 
cheat 



The *ord-search game puts 
you up against a timer. How 
well jou fare in terms of time 
afTects you r score. The PCW 
comes with a FTP. key which 
places inn in printer control 
iiiiul.'. ft also stops the clock 
and allows you lo hunt around 
Tor the correct hidden word. 
Of course we would never 
suggest you cheat, we 1 re just 
letting you know about all the 
functions un vour machine. 



THE COMPLETE HOME 

ENTERTAINMENT 

CENTRE 

£19.99 • CDS • 0302 321134 

Up until now there has never been darts 
on the PCW - that's right, dans. Along 
with this outing to the oche come domi- 
noes, a card game, a word-search and 
backgammon. You may well ask what 
the point is of having games on a PCW 
which you can quite happily play on a 
board. To which the answer comes 
'Have you ever tried playing dominoes 
on your own?' A single player game of 
backgammon is also not the most exhil- 
arating pastime in the world. 

The Complete Home 
Entertainment Centre comes on an A: 
drive disc. Loading is simple; all you 
need do is put the disc in the drive and 
type DISK. The contents of the M: 
drive are then wiped in order to load the 
games into RAM. Once this is done, the 
main menu screen loads and you're 
ready for the off. 

The main menu gives you the five 
options of darts, dominoes, something 
called the Video Card Arcade, 
backgammon and word-search. Choose 
one by pressing a relevant letter. We 
decided to begin with a pleasantly 
relaxing word- search. 

Hide and seek 

The word-search game is the same as 
those which you would find in maga- 
zines such as The Puzzler (or even at the 
back of last month's 8000 Plus). Hidden 
within what appears to be a chaos of 
letters are various words, all of which 



relate to the same topic. You move from 
the main menu to a sub-menu. Here you 
are asked at which level you would like 
to play. There are three levels - the first 
sees all the hidden words going in one 
direction leaving eight words to find, 
none of which cross each other. Level 2 
has sixteen words to discover; this time 
they cross. Level 3 has twenty-four 
words going in all directions, crossing 
and criss-crossing. 

The PCW comes into the fray 
when you decide which liming you 
want lo put on the game. There are four 
levels with 1 being quick and 4 being 
very quick. You use the cursor (arrow) 
keys to move around the board and 
control a small pointer. 

Once you have hit upon the 
required sequence of letters (the current 
word to find is listed for you) you use 
the |ALT] or [EXTRA] keys fo actually 
point in the direction (up. down, diag- 
onal) in which the word is going; for 
example, WORDSWORTH might run 
diagonally from left to right, so you 
move the pointer over the board to the 
first W in Wordsworth and then use the 
[ALT] key to point the pointer down the 
line; press [RETURN] and bingo! 
You've done it! 

Only it's not always that simple. 
You also have four lives to play with. A 
life is lost if you run out of lime or point 
in the wrong direction. 

Point scoring is straightforward: 
ten points for each word found. Bonuses 
accrue if you complete a particular 
theme. Different bonuses crop up 
depending on how long you took, how 
many lives you used up and al which 



level you were playing. Up to four 
players can join in. Be warned; Ihe 
game might sound simple but the timing 
factor gives it some zest. The only real 
problem is the fact that approximately a 
third of the PCW screen is used tor the 
word board itself; this makes reading it 
a tad wearisome. 

What a card 

Once we'd played a few, we felt it was 
time to really get the adrenalin flowing. 
A few games of cards were in order so 
we set off for the Video Card Arcade, 
Moving into this sub -menu gives the 
choice of three games; Poker Royale, 
Pontoon (otherwise known as 2 Is or 
Blackjack) and a game called High- 
Low. Not being a gambling magazine, 
no-one here had ever had any experi- 
ence of poker whether Royale or five 
siud or single draw with deuces wild. 
Poker Royale it was. 

Choose this and you are presented 
with five cards, side by side, at the top 
of the screen. Below this is the bank 
(where your winnings go) and credits; 
you begin the game with twenty of 
these and use one each time you play. 

The idea is that you are dealt five 
cards; you must then decide which, if 
any of the five, to hold and which to 
change. There is one change. The 
lowest winning hand is two pairs 
(scoring 20), the highest is a royal flush 
(scoring 300). Bonus credits are 
awarded and there is also a high score 
table. Gameplay is simple enough; press 
[RETURN] to deal and tap the number 
of the card (1,2, 3, 4 or 5) if you want 
to hold it. Once you made your choices 




The Plussers are not gambling people, so naturally we were rather flummoxed by ihe 
prospect of having lo play a card game. Poker Royale is now a compulsory office pastime. 

" 28 My 90 SWOTS 



Dominoes can't be played by one person, and CDS have solved the problem by providing 
you with a mean opponent - your PCW. The chubby hand selects your move, by ihe way. 



Games _ 



all you need do is re-deal tor the new 
cards - and hope. It's surprising Ihe 
amount of excitement which you can get 
from playing this game without any 
money being involved. 

After breaking the bank it was time 
to move onto Pontoon, If your PCW was 
ever to be a croupier, it would endear 
itself to the boss no end: it would also, 
however, gel lynched by the punters 
before too long. Aside from coming in 
on, or under, 2 1 and beating the bank, 
(this is the lowest win) you can also play 
for flushes, runs and the other classic 
card-playing formations. 

Again, you press [RETURN] to 
deal. Once the cards have been dealt, 
you have the choice of |T] wist or 
|5]lick. As wilh Poker, you have a 
number of credits to play with. Bonuses 
will pep these up but, essentially, 
Pontoon is a game which lacks any skill 
- especially so when there are no actual 
cards to be shuffled. Any normal game 
of cards (so we've heard) entails a deal 
of 'card-counting'; this means that you 
try to remember which cards have been 
played and mould your game from 
there. In all of the card games here, you 
can expect, say, the Queen of Clubs, to 
be played twice in two deals! Hence no 
card count; hence no skill. 

The next game up is High-Low. We 
won't go into this in any detail; suffice 
to say that the same credit/bonus system 
is used. This time, you have to guess 
whether the 'next' card dealt will be 
higher of lower than the one preceding 
it. Again, pleasant relaxation, but no 
skill involved. 

Domino theory 

You can almost smell the acrid odours 
of Scroggins Triplee Cripplee real ale 
mixing with old Jakes Best Navy Shag 
coming from the snug when the domino 
screen comes up. You have four playing 
options; you can either play with a 
Double-Six set (the most common) or 
the more yuppified Double -Nine. 

Tit is later set has more dots than a 
leopard with measles. The two-playing 
options are good old Domino Out, in 
which you play with seven doms a hand 
and attempt to play them all. You play to 
60 points (scored on what looks like an 
old cribbage scoreboard). Points are 
scored for 'getting out' and at the end of 
a hand for the person with the least 



points in their hand. 

The final game option is 3's and 
5's. This is fascinating and difficult to 
get the hang of if you've only been used 
to playing Domino Out. Points are 
scored not by the hand, but on each play. 
The idea is to make sure that you can 
'get out' and that the sum of the domi- 
noes at each end of play can be divisible 
by 3 or 5. So, if someone lays a double- 
six to begin with, this scores 4 
(6+6=12,12/3=4). The next player could 
then lay a 6/3 domino (six dots at one 
end and three at the other) on the double 
six to give a score of 8 ( 1 2+3=15. 
15/3=5, 15/5=3, 5+3=8). The game 
continues thus until someone scores 60. 

Because of the random nature of 
dealing in dominoes, the game is not 
affected by the computer. In fact, the 
PCW plays a damned good game. The 
dominos are chosen by moving a 
distinctly 1960s pop art hand (very 
Yellow Submarine). In fact the whole 
look of the game is clean and profes- 
sional - as you would expect from CDS. 

Back gammon stake 

The backgammon hoard could, however, 
have been better designed. It looks a 
little tatty - the dice jump rather than 
glide. You will also find that many of 
the thrills which come with playing 
backgammon for stakes are missing. 

Basically you play to four levels. 
Level one shortens the PCW's thinking 
time while level four allows it to 
contemplate for a few minutes. Play is 
still fairly rapid and even inexperienced 
players will find themselves getting the 
hang of it and winning more often than 
they lose. Happily, nothing in the docu- 
mentation claims marvels for the game. 
It should keep the kids amused for a 
while as they learn about the game but 
for more adult, experienced gammoners 
it holds little wonderment. 

With this in mind, we will move 
swiftly on to the piece de resistance: 
dans on the PCW. 

There are three game options open 
to you here in the form of 501 , Cricket 
and Tour Board, There are also three 
levels to play. The PCW can be Good. 
Average and Poor. Frankly, there seems 
to be little difference between the three 
which means that al least the game isn't 
fixed from the start. 

Once you've chosen the game and 



the level, you are taken to the board. 
This occupies up most of the screen, 
save for two side bars which give the 
impression of being a blackboard where 
your scores are chalked. The way you 
actually play is highly ingenious. At the 
bottom left of the scveen you will see a 
small point which jiggles around in 
frenetic (if drunken) manner. You use 
the cursor keys to move this point over 
the area into which you wish the dart to 
land. Once you have the point in the 
vicinity of your chosen number, you 
press the space bar and watch the dart 
flying through the air. 

If you have ever tried to chuck a 
few arrows standing in a crowded bar, 
then this simulation of hand-to-eye co- 
ordination is not far off the mark. The 
darts, on the other hand, often are. The 
PCW is also lumbered with the inebri- 
ated pointer and appears to lack the 
native intelligence which tells anyone 
else to go for the treble twenty. 

As for the games themselves, 501 
is the classic game in which you attempt 
to go from 501 to and throw a double 
to get out. Cricket has one player to bat; 
this means that he or she throws for the 
highest score possible, but does not hit 
trebles or bulls (that means a run-out). 
The next player then bowls - they have 
to hit the outer bull (one wicket) or the 
inner (two wickets). Once ten players 
are out the roles reverse and the next 
and final innings is played. 

Tour board means going around the 
board from 1 to 20, outer bull, inner bull 
in order. The different levels of diffi- 
culty mean that when playing Poor you 
are able to hit any part of the number, 
while playing Good means that only 
trebles are allowed. 

It's all jolly good stuff and much 
more enjoyable than standing in a 
smoky bar with a bunch of drunks 
bearing small metal weapons. • 



In a nutshell 

Five games in one is excellent. 
Darts is quick, slick and ingenious. 
Backgammon is only for beginners 
and lacks excitement. Might intro- 
duce dominoes as an Olympic 
event. The word-search is fun hut 
hard on the eyes. Card games lack 
zest and skill but are playable. 



Pooling 
resources 

W« mention in our review of 
Ihe Domino same thai then is 
a crihbage-like scoreboard 
m hich automatically soars the 
game. Obvious, you would 
h.n i [houghi, it's a computer 
and they're good at I bat sort of 
thing. Well „, une ot our skier 
publications recently jot hold 
of a game called Tool Room". 
This American diversion 
provider mam /appy options 
tor snooker, billiards and pool 
- It Ls currently running on 
roughlj (5,500 worth of Apple 
Macintosh computer. Can il 
score automatically? (.'an it 
luvk-a-liM; 




CDS Games 



Pluses 

k Five well produced 

Mines 
k Darn is great tun 

k Dominoes beautifully 
produced 

k Word search chal- 
lenging 

Minuses 

T Backgammon weak 

T Cards lack skill 



Kasenfuw 5'= 

Addicliveness <„_ 

Ktahires 575 

Perforatum 4/5 

KOIXI Plus 

salue verdict IK'10 
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To Mqup Loc< 
Cursor Keys: Up, Down 
Bit J EKIRfl Uvs: $J>il 
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The dice are a little nervous in CDS Backgammon; they tend lo jump rather than plop 
neatly to a decision on the hoard. Gameplay is simple, and not for the expert gammoner. 



Word-searching becomes a real challenge when the speed level is increased. The search is 
topic-related; you'd be surprised how many auihots you know when you put your mind lo il 



8000 PLUS h\y<K)29 






STOCKMARKET 2 

THE MORE COMPREHENSIVE INVESTMENT PROGRAM! 

STOCKMARKET 2 will help you plan your investments, keep a close and careful watch on their progress and manage the paperwork. It is a 
development of the original Stockmarket program which has sold many thousands of copies worldwide. We have added over fifty new features. We 
have listened to our users and have incorporated a number of their suggestions to make the program even more comprehensive and easier to use. 

STOCKMARKET 2 enables you to record full details of all your share transactions (and unit trusts, gilts and other securities). You can enter 
dividends as you receive them as well as cash transactions in saving accounts. Enter items in any order, the program will sort them out. It is easy to 
input the latest share prices, instantly revalue your portfolio, produce a summary statement and chart your shares' progress. You can also record 
values of indices, exchange rates, etc for plotting. It will list over fifty different summary and detailed reports of your portfolio. You can sec the 
percentage gain. List a year's dividends for the tax man. List all transactions or just purchases or sales for every share or just one share. 

The program can be used for your real investments and for learning and practising investment techniques. It is easy to use and comes complete with a 
comprehensive manual and demonstration files which include real price information going back several years for a number of shares (inc FT 30 index, 
FT-SE 100, British Telecom, Marks & Spencer) so that you can plot graphs straight away. More share prices are available separately on disc. 



PORTFOLIO MANAGEMENT 



PRICE ANALYSIS 



* Up to fifty shares per folio. As many folios as you like 

" Record full details of your portfolios of stocks, shares, unit trusts etc. 

* Practise buying and selling and accurately record your progress 

* Buy and sell shares with automatic calculation of dealing costs 
' Ten sets of dealing costs which you can alter as necessary 

* Record dividend yields and P/b ratios. Record tax credits, dividends 

* Update prices and automatically recalculate share and folio values 
' Store prices automatically for plotting charts 

* Sort alphabetically, by date or manually into any order 
' Keep records of your cash as you buy and sell 

* List your folio summary, transactions, dividends and cash accounts 

* Easy to use, menu driven program 



* Up to fifty shares per file. As many files as you like. 260 prices / share 

* Enter prices daily/weekly/randomly. If weekly will store 5 years' prices 
' Copy prices automatically from a folio or enter separately 

* Chart anything (share prices, unit trusts, indices, exchange rates, etc.) 

* Sort into any order for easy data entry. List all the prices for each share 

* Plot prices and moving averages of any period on a log or linear scale 

* Automatic scaling of graphs so they always fill whole screen 

* Easy to read scales/grid for prices and dates (notiust week numbers) 

* Comes with real weekly prices for several shares for the last few years 

* Use curves as a guide to the best buying and selling opportunities 
" Sets of share prices may be purchased separately on disc 

* On screen help line and pop-up context sensitive help messages 



Comprehensive sixty page manual. Complete with demonstration account and prices. 



Amstrad PCW 8256, 8512, 9512 

MERIDIAN 



£49-95 



5®§f&ySEP® 



Also for IBM PC (inc. every Amstrad PC) £49-95 

Prices are all inclusive worldwide. Send cheque or phone any day 
(including weekends) from 8am to 9pm and quote credit card number 
for immediate delivery by first class post. 

38 Balcaskie Road, London, SE9 1HQ. Tel: 081-850 7057 



B 
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VISA 




Following the release of LocoScript PC, Amstrad PCW users wishing to upgrade to a PC or compatible are asking 
Can I transfer my existing data from my PCW computer to my new PC compatible? 

THE ANSWER IS YES! 

TIMATIC SYSTEMS offer a unique kit which will allow you to connect a standard Amstrad FD4 second 720K disk drive to your PC 
or compatible and allow transfer of data from the full range of Amstrad CP/M - LocoScript machines. 

The simple to use kit allows you to connect the drive (as if it were a Standard external floppy disk) to most machines that have 
a normal PC type floppy controller and suitable cables. 

If your machine already has its full compliment of floppy disk drives, TIMATIC SYSTEMS can still help. We can provide a disk 
controller card that will enable connection of a further four floppy disks. The card is flexible enough to allow most types of drives 
to be connected, including high density 3 1/2 and 5 1/4, even on a standard PC. 
This includes such machines as the Amstrad 1 512/1 640/2086 and most true compatibles. 

Software is provided with all versions of the kit to allow AUTOMATIC DETECTION of which Amstrad disk format you are reading, 
making the kit very simple to use. The kit will allow you to READ and WRITE files from both CP/M and Locoscript. 

The versions of the kit available are:- 

FD4 board only - FD4 board and Cable kit - FD4 board, cable kit and controller card - FD4 cased drive, inc. cables etc. 

Formats supported by the software provided include:- Amstrad 464, 664, 6I28, PCW256, PCW85I2 and PCW95I2 




Timatic Systems Ltd., 7 Palmerston Business Park, 
Newgate Lane, Fareham, Hampshire, P014 1DJ. 

Telephone (0329) 239953 - 23G727 Fax (0329) 237051 tot Sales and Mastet Card/Visa Orders, 




Picture This ... 

Tony Hart continues his exploration of Mini Office Professional and 

shows you how you can arrange numerical data more 

attractively using the graphics module 



Mini Office _ 




ell, as the old adage says, 
"Every picture tells a story," If 
you can present information in 
graphic form - particularly stodgy 
numbers-based information that has the 
potential to become very boring indeed - 
the impact, visually at least, will be 
many times more than a mass of tabular 
data. Look, for example, at screen shots 
1 and 2 showing product sales. Both 
contain exactly the same information 
but one displays the information in 
tabular form, the other in graphic form. 
This graph is a line- graph. 

Another kind of graph is the bar- 
chart and screenshots 3 and 4 show how 
effective this can be when conveying Ihe 
trends of, say, a golf club membership 
over a number of years. The third 
popular form of graphic display is the 
pie-chart and you can see an example of 
this in screenshots 5 and 6 where the 
breakdown of Japanese computer tech- 
nology is being illustrated. 

These examples demonstrate the 
enormous differences in the presentation 
of information and the ease with which 
the graphic interpretation is accepted by 
the human eye and brain. 

Painting by numbers 

Your PCW can become an invaluable 
tool when it comes to quickly translating 
boring, tabular data into interesting, 
easy-to-assimilate graphics. Numerous 
graphics "packages' are available for the 
PCW at very reasonable prices. 

Mini-Office Professional is one of 
these packages. This article will use 
Mini-Office to show just how easy it is 
to generate graphics on the PCW from a 
tabular collection of numbers - like 
those created in the program's spread- 
sheet module. 

Graphs, whether they are line- 
graphs, bar-charts or pie-charts can be 
created from two sources in Mini- 
Office. One is by a direct input of 
numerical data, the other by transferring 
the contents of the Mini-Office spread- 
sheet into the graphics module. We are 
going to use the latter spreadsheet-to- 
graphics method taking, as an example, 
the "Product Sales'* example shown in 
our fin two screenshots. 

Getting started 

We'll start from the assumption that 
Mini-Office is up and running and that 



the "Product Sales" spreadsheet 
example, as shown in screen shot I 
below, is loaded. The steps to convert 
the potentially deadly' table of spread- 
sheet numbers to a picturesque graph are 
as follows: 

• Create a graphic 'windows' from the 
spreadsheet data 

• Move the window from the 
spreadsheet module to the graphics 
module by exiting from the former 
and loading the latter. The file that 
you have just been working on will 
have been saved with a .GRA suffix. 

• Load the graphics windows and 
display as a line graph, 

• Enhance the display with distinctive 
text. 

• Save the final display for future use. 

1, How to create the windows 

The window required will include the 
titles and values of the columns and 
rows of the spreadsheet. In the Product 
Sales example in screenshot 1 , the titles 
will be the product codes RED. 
WHITE and BLUE, and the month of 
sale - January to December. The values 
will be the actual sales made in each 
month for each product. The window 
must not contain unnecessary text like 
the spreadsheet title or totals. To create 
the window follow these steps; 

a) Cursor to cell AS, Product. 

b) Select Window I by pressing [PAGE] 

c) [SHIFT|/lf8j to select Row 
selection 

d) [RETURNj to include row 5 in the 
window 

e) Cursor to row 7, | RETURN! 

f) Do step (e) for rows 8 to I S 

g) [SHIFT]/[ E8 J again to complete the 
row selection 

Now to select the columns to be placed 

in the window: 

h) [SHlFT]/[f6] to begin column 

selection 

[RETURN] to include column A 

Cursor to column B, [RETURN] to 

include column B 

Do step (j) to for columns B.C and 

D 

|SHlFT]/[f6] to complete column 

selection 
The window has now been created and 
you should be able to Hip between the 
window and the full spreadsheet by 
pressing [SHIFT|/[DOC| and [PAGE] 
alternately. . — r--^ 
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g graphic 
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Product 


• ales IMS* 




Product 


RED 


,1.1 tE BLUE 




10000 


3000 





Feb 


11000 


2300 





Mar 


12000 


2100 


1000 


Apr 


12100 


2500 


3000 


May 


12000 


3200 


6000 




12200 


3900 


7000 


Jul 


130O0 


3670 


8000 


Aug 


14000 


4200 


8500 


S.p 


isooo 


5600 


9800 


Oet 


12000 


7800 


10500 


Nov 


10000 


8500 


12000 


Dec 


6000 


10500 


13000 


Total 


139300 


57270 


78800 



The three product sales arc supplied in each column with an annual total. To 
grasp any trends lhal might be occurring through the year, though, is difficult 




The same information that is shown in screenshot 1 is presented in graphic 
form. Trends in product sales are immediately obvious 



Golf 


Club 


Handicaps 




H/CAP 


Cents 


Ladies 


Total 


0-3 




2 


1 


3 


4-7 




7 


2 


9 


8-11 




20 


4 


24 


12-15 




56 


S 


64 


16-19 




98 


11 


109 


20-23 




87 


15 


102 


24-27 




43 


9 


52 


28-31 




26 


4 


30 


32-35 







2 


2 


36+ 







8 


8 


Total 




339 


64 


403 



Golf handicap scales are in the left-hand column with the actual handicaps, for 
gents and ladies, in the next two columns 




The bar chart shows the 'make-up' of club membership; you immediately 
appreciate that by far the majority of members are in the 16-23 handicap range 
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Mini Office 



Prints of 
darkness 

Allhi>u£h ati excel itfil letler- 
qualilv prinlcr, ihe 95 12 

printer h a daisy-wheel printer 
and so cuiiM prim graphics 
from ihe ICW. Vox coukt 
slwjjj try reauiiing Ik k-lp 
of a friend or fellow club 
roento « hn owns an WtOI) 
series machine. 

il '.ii- .tf. ji.ipr:-, ...r 
graphic Knot* arc taken, the 
speed will hate (o he fairly 
slow, soil 's best In use a 
camera tripod or, failing that, 
rest the camera on she back of 
a chair. Dum former to draw 
ihe cumin* so that it's the 
lifhl Irom the screen thai 
determines juur camera 
reading, ttol ihc Jiejit from 
outside. 



2. How to move the window 
into the graphics module 

[laving created the required window 
from Ihe spreadsheet we now need to 
transfer the window from the spread- 
sheet module into ihe graphics module 
so lhat ihe sets of data can be selected 
and displayed as an impressive graph: 
a) Select Window I then [EXIT] 
b Choose Load/Save and press 
[ENTER] 

c) Select Save Graphics Data then 
[ENTER] 

d) Select Graphics Window then 
choose Window I by pressing 
[ENTER] until 1 is displayed. 

e) Select Data sets are then choose 
Columns by use of the [ENTER] 
key. There is a choice of Columns 
or Rows. 

f) Seleci Continue. [ENTER], 
and the window will now be 
transferred into the graphics module 
where a Graphics Data screen 
will be displayed. (See scree n.shot 
7). 

The cursor will be on the first of the 
data sets i.e. RED and the values of the 
sales relating lo RED will be displayed 



A slice of pie? 



Estimated 


Japanese Computer 


Industry Growth 




1989 


1995 


M/f rame 


2200.00 


3800.00 


Office 


825.00 


1250.00 


Minis 


450.00 


1200.00 


PCs 


1100.00 


2600.00 


Periphs 


600 . 00 


890,00 


Comms 


45.00 


85.00 


S/ware 


1500.00 


4200.00 



This tabular data isn't easy to interpret particularly because it represents a 
change from one period to another, ihe range of values is also very wide 




The pie-chart of the same info displays only ihe 1995 expected figures and the 
major sectors are made clear. Pie-charts are ideal for show ing parts of a \\ hole 




The Graphics data screen (of the gold club membership figures) displays the 
charade ristics of ihe data sets (left) and their actual values (right) 



in Ihe vertical columns on the right of 
the screen. The data sets to be 
displayed as graphs (in this example, all 
the sets, i.e RED, WHITE and BLUE) 
are now to be selected as follows: 
h) With the cursor on RED press 

[ENTER] 
I) Cursor to WHITE. [ENTER], 

and repeat for BLUE 
Each time [ENTER] is pressed, an S 
will be displayed against that data-set to 
indicate that it has been selected for 
display, 
j) Finally press [S] to start [he Save 

routine. 
A file-screen will now be displayed and 
a default filename presented that is the 
same as the spreadsheet file-name but 
ending with ,GRA instead of ,SPR, 
k) Press [ENTER] to save the graphics 

window and the selected data-sets. 
Now lo return to the spreadsheet and 
save it along with the spreadsheet 
window that was created: 
1) [EXIT], Select Save data then 

[ENTER] and [ENTER] again after 

the file-name has been presented. 
m) [EXIT1 and [EX1T| again to return 

lo the Mini-Office main menu 

3. How to load the graphics 
module and display the graph 

Now that the spreadsheet window has 
been selected and transferred into the 
graphics module, the real benefit of an 
"integrated" package like Mini-Office 
can be gained. Without this integration, 
the alternative would be to type every 
number from a spreadsheet into a 
graphics package before it could be 
displayed. Displaying the Product Sales 
graph is very simple: 

a) Select Graphics, then [ENTER], 
to move into the graphics module 
menu. 

b) Select Load/Save, [ENTER], Load, 
[ENTER] 

Now a file-screen is shown from which 
the relevant graphics file to be displayed 
is to be selected. 

c) Select the graphics file that was 
saved in the last section at step (k), 
i.e.PRODUCTS.GRA, [ENTER], 
then [EXIT] back to the graphics 
module menu 

d) Select Line graph. [ENTER], and 
a graphics option screen will be 
displayed. (See sereenshot 8). 

e) Select OPT. [ENTER |. then Data 
Set, [ENTER] 

n Type 3, [ENTER] in response to 
the question about the number of 
data-sets. (We're using data-sets 
RED. WHITE and BLUE). 

g) Enter 1 . 2 then 3 lo the requests for 
the primary, secondary and tertiary 
(third) data-sets. 

h) | EXIT] then [ENTER] for the graph 
showing Product sales for RED, 
WHITE and BLUE to be drawn on 
the screen, {See sereenshot 2). 

4 How to enhance the 
graphics display 

Once Mini-Office has drawn the basic 
graph on the screen from the data-sets 



now in the graphics module, we can now 
enhance this screen by adding various 
kinds of text to complement the data on 
the screen. 

All the extra text shown on screen- 
shots 2, 4 and 6 has been created using 
the text-option. To create the Product 
Sales - 1989 headline do the follow ing:- 

a) Select the TEXT icon on the right of 
the screen and [ENTER] 

b) Select SIZE, then press [ENTER] 
until the size of text you require is 
shown, 

c) Move the cursor down one and select 
BOLD by using the (ENTER] key. 

d) Move the cursor down to Border 
and select the inverted border again 
by using the [ENTER] key. 

e) Cursor back to TEXT. [ENTER] 
then type in the required text i.e. 
Product Sales - 1989 into the field 
at the bottom of the screen. Press 
[ENTER]. 

A rectangular box will now appear in the 
top, left-hand comer of the screen. By 
using the cursor arrow keys you can now 
position ihe box anywhere on the screen. 

f) Press [ENTER] to place text where 
the box is finally positioned. 

This same process can be repeated for all 
the other text fields. Variations in the 
size, brightness and border are easily 
made using the options on the text 
screen. 

5. Saving the enhanced display 

Lip to now we have two files saved on 
the disc. One is the spreadsheet file with 
its new window (PRODUCTS.SPR), 
the other is the graphics file with the 
three data-sets (PRODUCTS.GRA). In 
order not to have to repeat this enhance- 
ment process unnecessarily, we can now 
save this enhanced file within the 
graphics module. The file is saved as a 
"picture" rather than as a number of 
data-sets. Save it as follows: 

a) [EXIT] from the Text creation 
screen. 

b) Select OPT then [ ENTER] for the 
options screen. 

c) Select the 'Save to floppy' icon, i.e. 
the icon showing a floppy with an 
arrow pointing TOWARDS it! 

d) Now enter a file-name e.g. PROD 
UCTS.ZZZ. then [ENTER], 

e) The enhanced screen will now be 
saved to the disc. 

f) [EXIT] three times back to the Mini- 
Office menu. 

Note that this enhanced file is brought 
back and re-drawn by going into the 
graphics module, loading the graphics 
file with the three data- sets that were 
saved from the spreadsheet window, i.e. 
file PRODUCTS.GR A then loading the 
enhanced screen, PRODI: CTS.ZZZ 
with the "load from floppy" icon. 

On display 

The easiest way of reproducing PCW 
graphics is 'dumping' the screen to the 
printer (just press [EXTRA]/[PTR]>. 
This printout can then be included in a 
report, pinned on a notice board or 
reduced using an office copier and 
"pasted" between text paragraphs. • 
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PAPER 



Bett quality white wood-fr«« 

Type A Weight 
11/8.5 flOgsm Fanlold Listing 
11/9.5 70gsm Mlcropert orated 
11/9,5 85gam Letter Quality 
A4 Size 70gsm Mlcroperforated 
A4 Size 85gsm Letter Quaftty 
11/9.6 MCR 2-part Plain 
11/9.5 NCR 3-part Plain 
... ind ta*n Here's our UNIQUE AS c 
A5 Size BQgsm Letter Quality 



LOW DUST spec. 

£13.96 
£15.96 



LABELS 



Sox 

2000 
2000 
1000 
2000 
1000 
1000 
700 



£10.95 
£19.95 
£11.95 
£21.95 
£24.95 



ALL 

PLUS 

CARR. 



Top Quality fanfold labels by Avery - the bestl 

* ACldreSS Size S.SJhYLSIn I or 2-aerocc £3.75 /lOOO , Cerr 
Other Sizes (All prices per 1000) 



;ontlnuou« paper 
1000 £11.95 



Please don't forget to add carriage! 
(paper/label orders only) 
Deliveries now undertaken by 
ANC EXPRESS 



2.75in/1.0in 


£2.75 


2.7Sin/1.5in 


£3.70 


3.5ln/1.0in 


£3.15 


3.5in/2.0in 


£6.30 


4.Qin/1,0in 


£3.40 


4.0in/1.5in 


£4.50 


A Oin/2.0in 


£6.50 


5.0in/l0in 


£3.95 


S.Oin/LSin 


£5.95 



ALL 

PLUS 
CARR, 



] 



All prices INCLUDE VAT. 



Delivery - See Below 
NEWI Next-day service available NOW 

E*|liml a Wil«t - Hm to Frl - rlaa ■« »y Spml 



DISKS 

MAXELL CF-2 

just £21/?5 per 10 
or £11.50 for 5 inc VAT! 



Spare disk labels £2 per 50 





CAi 
COMPUTER 

Cost 

effective 

computing 

starts here! 



RIBBON REFRESH 

The Fabric Ribbon Restorer 

Our own invention - Carbon in a Cant 

Simply lift off ribbon casing & apply fresh carbon 
to your ribbon - double its life in secondsl 
One handy can does up to 30 ribbons 

Still jUSt fXAS ^^^f 

TRY IT TODAY! ^ satisfied users 



RIBBONS 



UK wad* for bast quality a longest life! 

CODE PRICE 

No. BAND 



PRINTER 



8256 Std. Fabric Black 2741FN B 

8256 Fabric LONGLIFE 2741LL C 

Extra value - 7S0kchars 

8256 Fabric Colours 2741C C 

Blue, Brown. Red, Green 

8256 Multistrike Films 2741MS B 

8256 ribbons also suit 8512s. 
We recommend FABRIC ribbons tor this printer. 



9512 Multistrike Films 2746MS B 

9512 Fabric Black 2746FN B 

9512 Fabric LONGLIFE 2746LL C 

Extra value ■ 760kchars 

9512 Fabric Colours 2746C C 

Blue, Brown, Red, Green 

Multistrike films are the kind supplied with new 9512a 
but FABRIC ribbons can be used with Ribbon Refresh 

Lifetimes: Multistrike: 100 kchars 
Fabric Std: 400 kchars 
Fabric Longlite: 750 Kchars 

RIBBON PRICES inc VAT A post 

I -off 2-off S-off 

Price Band B £3.95 £7.45 £16.95 

Price Band C £4.95 £8.95 £19.95 

Mix V Mitch: ANY 5 Bind B far £16.45 

s or ANY 6 Bud C for £iq.qs ^ 

DUST COVERS STRIPPERSi 



Protect your computer irom: 
Dust * Coffee * Children * Pete 
Smart, machine-washable 3-piece sets 

Aitstrad SlBbftSll sat 
Austria 1 4512 sit 

now only£<?.<|5 



Really handy little 
gadget - stripe per fed 
edges from fanfold pa- 
per without effort. No 
more broken fingernails! 



£<?.<?5 



Inc VAT 



[ All prices INCLUDE VAT. Delivery - See Below 

gOFT SPOT 4512 Daisywheels: 



Courier 10, Recta 10, Orator 10. Pica 10, Gothic 10/12. 
Script 12, Elite 12, Mini Gothic 15, Thesis PS 

now only £5.<?5 inc VAT 



LocoFlle 
Loco Mai I 
LocoFont 
LocoScrlpt2 
LocoSpell2 
LocoScrlpt & Spell 
Pro text 
Pocket Protext 



£28.95 

£28.95 
£22.95 
£24.95 
£19.95 
£3295 
£44.95 
£28.95 



Desk Top Publisher £22.95 

DTP * A MX Mouse £64 95 

Stop Press £39.95 

Stop Press * Mouse £79.95 

MlcroDeslgn2 £49.95 
Micro Design # Mouse £89.95 

AMX Mouse a l/face £49.95 



Comix Simple Accounts £79.95 

Money Manager PCW £39 95 

Sage Pop Accts £74.95 

Sage Pop Accts Plus £109.95 

Sage Pop Payroll £54.95 

MAP Integrated Accts £109.95 

MAP Stock Control £49.95 

MAP Payroll £49.95 

SUPERCALC2 atlll only £39.95 
Cracker2 Turbo £36.95 

Amor Max am Assembler £39.95 
Amor C prog lang. £39.95 

Knife Plus £18.95 



dBase!! 
AtLast Plus 
MasterFlle 8000 
Comix Card Index 



£59.95 
£29.95 
£36.95 
E29.9S 



* SPECIAL OFFERI A 

ROGERS PCW ACCOUNTING 
Superb new system RRP £34.50 

Our erlea £74.?S End. 

OfmD dlH £4.86 rvlundtd igilnvtordl 



*• Please state which PCW you have 
when ordering software! 



-HOW TO ORDER- 

foPI IVPPY PAPER LABELS EreRYTHHG 

1/UL.I V tr\. I (any quantity) (any quantity) ELQC 

llfc^ MaluUuW 3/5-dey: £5.00 3/5-day: £2.50 3/5-day: FREE 

uiv nainiawa: 24-hour: £10.00 24-hour: £10.00 24-hour: £10.00 

Overseas: Postage at cost. Callers (of course!) FREE 

Order by FREEPOST - Cheque/PO/Vlsa/Access 

Gasped Computer, Dept ?K, FREEPOST, Poole, Dorset BH15 2BR 

Order by PHONE - visa/access welcome; 
S (0202) 666155 (**») 

CALLERS WELCOME - open <?-5 Mon/Sat 

Unit 2A. Sterte Ind Est, Sterte Rd. Poole "SacMgeT^ 



Oltera Valid 
for 28 days 



_ 
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Workstation 



Creating a Workstation 

Unpack it, unwrap it and look what you've got! We piece together the PCW package 



V 

M or many readers of 8000 Plus, buying their PCW 
I > represents their first ever computer purchase. And 
^L >f you've never done it before, it can be very 
daunting to arrive home, open the box and survey each of 
those tightly-packed components which are waiting for 
you to arrange them into some semblance of order. 

Yet, as we hope this photographic guide shows, it 
doesn't have to be all that difficult. A brief look should be 
enough to show even the most hesitant newcomer exactly 
how A connects to H. We've also included a few optional 
extras to show the beginner how he or she can straight 
away make their working area as comfortable and as 
productive as possible. 



The printer 




This is the doi matrix printer that tomes packaged with the PCW 8256 and 
8512. This primer is set up to print on 1 1 inch continuous stationery; ihe trac- 
tor feeder (supplied with the machine) ensures that the paper doesn't slide in 
any way as it is fed through. Using continuous paper means removing the 
pape r tray extension (which folds down over the top of the printer when it isn 
in use) and feeding in the paper from the back. 

To avoid possible obstructions and fouling, we've set up a simple two- 
level letters tray. This means that instead of the printed section falling onto ihe 
incoming stack, treating a confusing tangle, each part oetupies its own tray, 
Ihe latter occupying the one underneath. Try not to tear continuous stationery 
while the printer is in mid-flow; it can lead lo smudged letters, 

The printer has two cables with which to connect it to the back of the 
monitor. First, insert the connector on the end of the flat ribbon cable into the 
narrow 34-way socket: then insert the plug into the power out socket. Both 
sockets are easily located on the back of Ihe machine 

External disc drives 

Why not make your PCW a more approachable, not to men lion, versatile, 
machine by adding an extra external drive like ihe 5.25 inch drive shown 
here? Follow our simple, step by step walkthrough showing you how to do 
just that on pages 10 and II of our May issue. It could just as easily be a 3.5 
inch drive, though (find out how in issue 4 1 ). 95 1 2 owners, meanwhile. 
should read last month's special 95 1 2 Surgery feature. 

Mouse and mat 

Try and use a mouse - instead of the keyboard - whenever possible. Not only 
does it make the creative process when using DTP programs much easier and 
intuitive, it will also protect your keyboard from any unnecessary bashing. 
Pictured here is ihe Kempston Mouse which comes wiih its own interface for 
ft9,95. Mouse mats, indispensable items of comfort for both you and your 
rodent, arc available through most hardware suppliers for about a fiver. 

Books 

The books featured on this page represent Ihe best in PCW learning. They have 
all been written with one purpose in mind: to help you gel the best out of your 
machine, whether you are programming in Mallard BASIC {Mallard BASIC. 
Introduction and Reference from Locomotive Software), learning to use the 
PCW's native word processor, LocoScripi I (Easily into LocnScript by Susan 
Rogers) or trying ihe alternative word processor. Pretext (Rob Ainsley's 
Protexl. A PCW User's Guide). Respeclive prices and publishing houses can be 
found in the April issue. The blue book on the chair is the User Guide supplied 
with ihe machine. 



The keyboard 



You hear a loi, ihese days, aboul tenosynovitis (more easily refened to as repetitive strain injury) a common 
affliction of VDU operators. To minimalise the risk of such occupational hazards, be sensible aboul the posi- 
tioning of your keyboard in relation to where you will be silting. Don't succumb lo the temptation of resting 
your wrists on that pan of the keyboard below the spacebar while you type. Make sure that your hands hover 
over the keyboard at all limes - not claw-like however. Your lower arm - from the inner elbow to the middle 
linger knuckles - should always be kept at right angles to your upper arm. 

The keyboard is connected to the monitor by means of ihe 4-pin DIN plug at the end of its cable; this 
clips imo the socket on the right hand side of ihe monitor. 
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The monitor 

The Central Processing Unit, or monitor, is the most important element of the 
three that form your PCW system, it is in here that all the hard wott of 
creating, saving and retrieving is carried oul. 

The monitor is switched on and off by means of the pushbutton power 
switch on the front, bottom left hand comer, When switched on. the screen 
itself becomes bright green. Leaving it switched on, without inserting a disc 
into its drive, will elicit after a few minutes, a quite shrill three-beeped signal 
to tell you that you've forgotten something. Simply insert the appropriate side 
of one of the supplied discs and press the space-bar. The program will load 



after first displaying a screenful of green and black horizontal stripes. 

The brightness knob is located underneath the monitor at the bottom, 
right hand corner- under where it says Brightness, funnily enough. This 
allows you to alter the contrast on screen to a personally acceptable level to 
avoid eyestrain. Use it to fade the screen completely when the PCW is 
swiiched on but unused for any length of time: this will prevent "image 
bum". This is a condition where, after leaving your machine on for long 
periods of time, the words on the screen seem to leave an impression on the 
glass. The monitor should be positioned about IS inches from your eyes. 




The disc drives 

Depending on whether you have bought a PCW 8256 or 8512, you will have 
cither one single density 3 inch disc drive positioned to the right of I he screen 
- or two of them. The machine pictured here is an 85 1 2. 

Insert a disc into Ihe drive by holding it at its labelled end and pushing 
it gently in until it clicks home. You will then hear the drive whirring gently 
as the small red light underneath it to the right begins to flicker intermittently 
on and off. This means thai the machine is reading what is on the disc. The 
larger the file it has to load, the longer this will take. 



The modem 

The modem is an essential pre- 
requisite for the dedicated comms 
enthusiast. Its role is lo act as an 
intermediary beiween your PCW 
and the data that is either being 
sent or received down the 'phone- 
line. In other words, it's an inter- 
preter. Modems can be very 
expensive, some costing up to 
nearly twice as much as you paid 
for your PCW; it pays, therefore, 
lo make your purchasing decision 
carefully, Don't be seduced by all 
of the bells and whistles that you 
see; not all of them will be of use 
to you. Become a discerning 
modem buyer and read our Which 
modem? feature in last year's 
August issue. Pictured here is the 
AmstradSM2400. 



Discs and 
disc boxes 

The PCW comes with two 3 inch 
double-sided, floppy discs. On 
these are CP/M, LocoScripl 1 , 
Mallard BASIC and DR Logo. 
First of all make back-ups of these 
master discs and put them away 
somewhere safe. It is usually a 
good idea to keep your working 
discs somewhere safe - like the 
disc box shown here. While it 
won't necessarily prevent them 
from being pinched or bumi in a 
fire, it will perfotm a very valu- 
able service in protecting them 
from more everyday enemies, like 
dust, the "phone and, that old 
favourite, coffee spillage. 

Don't play around with your 
floppy discs, like pulling back the 
shutter to reveal the delicate disc 
surface, and keep them well away 
from magnetic fields, like loud- 
speakers and telephones. Above 
all, make regular back-ups of discs 
holding important information. 



To withdraw a disc from the drive, simply press the eject switch, the black 
rectangular button, lo the right of the drive opening. Never do this, however, 
while you can still hear the drive whirring and see the light flashing. This 
could damage both the disc and the head thai is reading it. 

Similarly, always empty the drives of their discs before switching the 
monitor off or rebooting it. While you will, from time to lime, see many a 
blase user doing jusl that, it's not recommended practice. The power surge 
could corrupt your data. 
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Speakeasy 



Not today, thank you 

Process versus purpose: Dr James Willis reports on the rather uneasy relationship that 
exists between the computer enthusiast and the end user 



In the early days of motoring, if somebody 
called himself a 'motorist' it would be taken 
as a more or less complete description of the 
man. You'd know exactly what to buy him for 
Christmas, for example. Today, just the same son 
of person might call himself 'a computer enthu- 
siast'. The very same chap who would have had 
a bad back, a rocky marriage and black finger- 
nails a generation ago, has a bad back, a rocky 
marriage and black rings round his eyes today. 
Where once he spent his life under his car, he 
now struggles endlessly with neurone-knotting 
problems of the kind only computer enthusiasts 
know exist. Tm just going upstairs to the 
computer for a few minutes, and I may be quite 
sometime ...' 

Unfortunately, what the enthusiast wants 
from computers is quite different from what the 
ordinary computer user wants. The enthusiast is 
interested in process, the user in purpose. The 
latter doesn't give a damn how the thing works, 
so long as it does the job. And while the enthu- 
siast wants development, novelty and change, 
the user desperately wants and needs stability. 
That is why it is so significant that it's the enthu- 
siast who currently calls the tune. 

Change for change's sake? 

There seems to be a circus of manufacturers, 
programmers, journalists and enthusiasts whose 
vested interest is bound up with continual 
change. They follow the latest developments and 
ideas as avidly as the motorist of twenty-five 
years ago followed double wishbones and toggle 
switches. And they have as much contempt for 
those who do not follow the scene as any other 
fashion buff. But as they whoop off down the 
road of change enveloped in razzmatazz the 
bemused user is left behind on the roadside care- 
fully blowing the dust out of his trusty keyboard. 

You would never guess from the computer 
shelves in a bookshop that the most widely used 
word processor in this county is the Amstrad 
PCW. This is, par excellence, a user's machine. 
Almost as soon as it appeared, large numbers of 
people whose interest was words recognised that 
at last they had a useful tool at a price they could 
afford. Amstrad PCWs have been selling like hot 
cakes all over the world ever since. A great deal 
of the credit for this goes to Locomotive 
Software for the accessibility and deceptive 
simplicity of the word processor program which 
comes with the machine; LocoScript. 

It is a program that 76-year-old grand- 
mothers can learn to use. It can be enhanced to 
perform arithmetic in documents, to personalise 
letters for lists of people, and now to store infor- 
mation in a database of the most modem, conve- 




PCW-tmningCP James Willis: "the FC version of 
LocoScript is the Iws thing thai could lave happened for ilu? 
PCW because it ensures thai people's investment in exper- 
tise and accumulated data will be transferable to IBM PC 
should they ever wish in make ilie move in the future " 

nient and flexible kind. And to equip LocoScript 
to do all this costs a total of £84.80, not the 
hundreds of pounds charged for a typical IBM PC 
program. Similarly, accounts, payroll, graphics, 
spreadsheet and DTP programs for the PCW all 
cost well under a hundred pounds. And they all 
produce amazingly good results on the PCW's 
standard printer which is included (of course) in 
the original price. 

Monitoring the temperature 

This is a machine which will do a great many 
very useful things for people who take the trouble 
to leam its ways. It will take them years to 
exploit anywhere near its full potential. All that 
time they will be building their investment, not 
just in programs they bought, not just in their 
energy spent learning to use them, but also in the 
way they have organised their lives. 

Their computers will impinge on their lives 
like pen and paper. Accounting records, 
summaries of plants in the garden, copies of 
correspondence - the list is endless. So the more 
commonplace the use of computers in our lives, 
the more dependent we become upon them. And 
the less we are able to accommodate the change 
which is part and parcel of the enthusiast's life. 

Remember the decimalisation board? How 
long was it they thought it would take us to adapt 
to centigrade temperatures? I remember the plan 
- two years with the radio announcers giving 
Fahrenheit followed by Centigrade, then two 



years the other way round, then drop the 
Fahrenheit altogether and bingo, we're all 
thinking in Centigrade! How far out could they 
have been? If that was a small step for a man. 
surely changing over to a new word processor 
would take him all the way to the moon! 

One last analogy: I'm suggesting a solution 
to this problem. Take the RISC chip; the story 
here is that microcircuits became too sophisti- 
cated for their own good. The designers were 
just going on and on, adding every new bright 
idea in an attempt to keep ahead of the competi- 
tion. As a result, the chips were so bulging with 
clever features that the complexity got in the 
way. So some bright spark came up with the 
idea of making it simple again. And the 
Reduced Instruction Set Computer was the 
result. RISC. A no-frills, back to nature affair, 
stripped out for action, which worked very well. 

RISCy business 

What we need is a set of computer standards 
designed to be used for a purpose, not to be used 
as an end in itself. The principal characteristic of 
the RISC system should be stability to allow 
people to grow into the use of these novel tools 
without their investment constantly being under- 
mined by change (which isn't necessarily the 
same thing as progress). And although the 
vested interest of the computer circus lies in 
change, we need recognition that the vested 
interest of society as a whole requires a lot of 
stability as well. 

The Amstrad PCW is far more appropriate 
as the Model T Ford of the computer age than is 
the IBM PC, because it is primarily a user's 
machine. With 600,000 users in Britain alone, 
its future appears secure, but I remember them 
saying that the Commodore PET was the 
machine to get if you didn't want to be left high 
and dry. And I believed them. 

A number of medical writers I know have 
been persuaded by computer enthusiasts that 
their PCWs are old-fashioned and that they 
should change to the IBM PC. Only to find the 
new machine more expensive, bulkier, totally 
unfamiliar and generally less satisfactory. You 
don't really appreciate the flexibility of a dot 
matrix printer until you buy a daisy wheel and 
find that you can't print graphs or the mini-print 
for your Filofax telephone number list. 

But then the enthusiasts don't know about 
the PCW anymore, do they? They haven't got 
the time to find out. They are off somewhere 
down the road and round the comer, enjoying 
that colour, loving those 3D graphics, thrilling 
to that sound. Hardly able to wait until next 
week when the new model comes out with 
double wishbones and toggle switches. • 
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FLIPPER 2 

and expanded 

memory: 

now you can 

have your cake 

and eat it. 



\ 



FLIPPER 2 was quite an 
unusual program. It could split 
your PCW's memory in two, let- 
ting you run LocoScript 2 in one 
half and a CP/M program in the 
other. Or it could let you load 
two CP/M programs at once, 
one in each half. It could even 
tackle tricky programs like Mini 
Office and LocoFile. Best of all it 
could FLIP you from one half to 
the other in as little as two sec- 
onds, any time you wanted. And 
it wouldn't lose your place. 

Things have changed since we 
launched FLIPPER 2. Now 
you can buy an SCA or Isenstein 
Ram add-on and double your 
PCW's memory size at a stroke. 
That's why we've brought out 
FLIPPER 2 PLUS. This still 
gives you all FLIPPER 2's 



memory-splitting power, but it 
can handle extra memory as 
well. This means that, with an 
SCA or Isenstein 51 2K add-on 
fitted, FLIPPER 2 PLUS 
can cram two (very nearly) 
full-size 8512s or 9512s into 
one machine. You'll be able to 
load all your LocoScript 2 add- 
ons and dictionaries on one 
side of the machine, and still 
have room for a hefty CP/M 
set-up on the other. With 
power like that on offer, why 
compromise? 



Please send me FLIPPER 2 PLUS for my: 

□ 8512 L! 951 2 □ Expanded 8256 
□ I enclose a cheque/postal order for £29.95 
L I enclose my FLIPPER/FLIPPER 2 masterdisk and a 
cheque/postal order for £5.00 

(Price Includes UK postage and packing, end VAT. Please make ell cnequea payable to 
Imperative. Sorry, FUPPEft does not run on an unexpended B256.) 



Name . 



Address.. 



Postcode . 



Mail this coupon to: Software Imperative, 11 Chapel Row, 
Queen Square, Bath, Avon, BAi 1HN 



FLIPPER 2 PLUS: still only £29.95, 



Software Imperative. 11 Chapel Row. Queen Square, Bath, Avon. BAI 1HN, 
proprietor A.J.WIHon, tel (0225) 425315, PCW is a trademark of Amstrad pie, CP/M la 
a trademark of Digital Research, LocoScript and LocoFile arre trademarks ot 
Locomotive Software. Mini Office is a trademark ot Database Software, Isenstein Is a 
trademark of Isenstein Computer Systems. 




BETTER THAN 
THE BEACH! 



THE SUMMER 


ALL FORMATS 


COMPUTER 


FAIR 



Features 



The show for the enthusiast. Thousands of bargains. 

SATURDAY AUGUST 4th 10am-5pm Book your low Cost Stand 

SUNDAY AUGUST 5th 10am-4pm w j^, 

John Riding-0225- 447453 
Mike Hayes-0457- 875229 



The New Hall of the Royal 
Horticultural Society - 
Greycoat & Elverton Street 
Westminster • London 



Nearest tubes; 
Victoria ■ 
Pimlico ■ 
St James Park 
Admission £3.00 



Avoid Queuing: 
Advance tickets from: 

JuMBUfe MikeHa v es 

8 Midgrove Delph- 
i'lpn Oldham OLB 5EJ 

Tel:0457-875229£3each 
(Cheque Visa Access) 



08*8 2*939* 

*cw went EVERY WEEK I * 

PrvfralM I I'M iu,H I.. J i K.«,i.r fftrwMh ti IT Ufl. 
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DESKING Three 

A COMPACT & ERGONOMIC WORKSTATION FOR YOUR PCW. 

Organising your PCW or PC 
is not easy. Either it takes 
over your desk or you just 
don't have enough space 
for everything. 
DESKiNG Three will take 
your PCW 8256/8512/9512 
complete with Printer & 
Paper in one mobile compact 
unit packed with ergonomic 
and safety features. 

• Keyboard VDU & Printer all 
independently height 
adjustable 

• Roil-out keyboard for comfort 

• Slide-out printer shelf 

• Paper tray & catcher 

• Cable tidy system 

• Lockable castors 

DESKING Three is finished in 
dual tone satin grey to match 
your PCW and will usually be 
delivered directly to you within 
48 hrs at our special price of just 

FREE DELIVERY applies to mainland UK, other locations by agreement. 

ORDERING: CALL our 24 Hour HOTLINE NOW 

0993-883277 

PLC GOVT EDUCATIONAL i DEALER ORDERS 
WELCOME OR SEND PAYMENT TO: 

or FAX 0993 883333 

OUR FREE CATALOGUE SHOWS A FULL RANGE OF COMPUTER 
FURNITURE, PRINTER SILENCERS & AMGARD SCREEN FILTER 




£139 




Rookny Court Ctwdh HpibHRItfl 
Oxford OX 7 2AQ QW3-M1912 






COMPUTER 
SERVICES 



DEPT 8, 32 Granville Road, 
Bournemouth, Dorset BH5 2AH 



All prices INCLUDE DELIVERY - 

Just add VAT at 15%.Cheque/PO's with order or phone 

using our credit card hotline. All orders despatched same 

day whenever possible. 
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(0202) 431762 
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RIBBONS 



For the PCW.. 





loff 


2off 


Soff 




fabric 


£ 


£ 


£ 


8256/8512 std. life 


3.44 


6.48 


14.74 






8256/8512 extra life 


4.30 


7.78 


17.35 


9512 std. life 


3.44 


6.48 


14.74 


9512 extra life 


4.30 


7.78 


17,35 


Fabric colours (red. 


brown, green, blue) 




8256/8512 


4.30 


7.78 


17.35 


9512 


4.30 


7.78 


17,35 


Multistrike 








8256/8512 


3.44 


6.48 


14.74 


9512 


3.44 


6.48 


14.74 


Also.... 








Citizen 120D 


3.44 


6.48 


14.74 


Epson LX80/86 


2.47 


4.70 


11.11 


Epson FX/MX/RX 80 


3.44 


6.48 


14.74 


Star LC10 


3.44 


6.48 


14.74 


StarLC24-10 


3.50 


6.65 


15.75 


and many, many more. 








We have ribbons for 1000's 


of printers - 




if yours isn't listed, give 


us a (-ill! 

















.And also 



I Printer Stud.. 8.65 

I Copy Holder -9.90 

I Monitor Filter* ....from 11.85 



Mouse Pad 4.30 I 

3" drive cleaner .3.43 I 

Ribbon Refresh 7.76 I 

Envelopes P.O. A | 



DISKS 



3" MAXELL CF2 10 for just 
£18.99 5 for £9.99 



I 3" DISK STORAGE 
BOXES 



I Quality lockable boxes £ 

1 30 capacity 8.48 

1 60 capacity 10.96 



DUST COVERS 



I Smart, uitl -static and machine 
I washable ■ top quality, £ 

16256/8512 10.39 

19512 „ 12.13 
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CONTINUOUS 






PAPER 






Tope 


[uality wood free 


microperfs 


500 


1000 


2000 


11x9.5 £ 


£ 


S. 


eOgsrri 7.60 


11.20 


15.60 


70gsm 8.20 


12.30 


16.81 


SOgsra 8.80 


12.60 


18.38 


90gsm 9.10 


13.75 


19.20 


2 Pari NCR 14.20 


20.13 


- 


11.661 9,25 [A4 Size) 






70gsm 9.30 


12.70 


18.84 


Mgsm 10.80 


13.60 


22.27 


90gsm 11.30 


14.64 


23.27 


2 Part NCR 18.50 


30.90 





COMPUTER 
LABELS 



I Avery brand - the best! 
1000 2000 

£ £ 

I I ACROSS 

2 \ x '5/ 16 ...4.05 6.96 

2 \ x 1 7 / 1B 4.93 ....8.48 

3 V 2 x «%« 4.33 7.39 

3'ijXl 7/ 16 5.37 9.52 

3'/jX 1'5<, 6 7.79 12.96 

4 x »%«...„ 5.09 7.78 

4 x 1?,, 6 .. 6.09 9.96 

4 x 115/ 1S 7.80 13.09 

2 ACROSS 

2 3 /4 x 1E ci6 3.73 6.39 

2 3,4 x 1 T ne .,„. 4.5i 7.6] 

S 1 ^ x 1 $,i6 4.15 7.13 

3^X1 7 ne 5.37 9.52 

3 1 /2 x 1'5/ia -7.79. 12.96 

4 X 'S/ib 5.19 8.04 

4 x 17/is 6.09 .9.96 

4 x ,«%« 7.65 12.78 

|3 ACROSS 
2 3 « X 'S,i6 ' 3.51 6.23 

2 3« x 1 ?,ie 4.39 7.51 

3 '« X '5/16 3.69 6.36 

3 '« X 1 7 (i6 4.87 8.48 

3 '*2 x1'5,ib 6.73 11.46 

4 x 'S„ 6 ■ 4.7i 7,13 

4 X 1 7 ne 5.69 9.66 

4 x 1'5„g 7.5i 12.68 
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Case in point 



Articles of Faith 

Sophie Lankenau journeys to Truro to visit the source of inspiration for 
thousands of aspiring writers and finds two PCWs busy earning their keep 



The Write 
Lines 

More people than you think 
are wiling for a hobby. Gill 
was invited for an interview 
on Radio Cornwall's 
'Cornwall Daily' programme, 
where listeners were invited 
to phone in with questions 
about becoming a writer. The 
switchboard was husj for 
.dun »i an hour. 



V 

» oms de Plume is a company run 
■ by four clever women. The 
X i work of Gill, Anne, Joyce and 
Alice ensures that hundreds of aspiring 
writers can have easy access to a course 
which promises to improve their 
creative technique. Joyce and Alice are 
responsible for the production of all the 
course's written material - no small feat 
when you consider that they are both 
under five years of age. It all sounds 
pretty astounding until you discover that 
Joyce and Alice are, in fact, the two 
PCW 8256s used relentlessly by Noms 
de Plume since the inception of the 
business in 1988. 

Gill Kingsland created Noms de 
Plume in response to the extra curricular 
interest which her creative writing 
evening classes were generating. 
"People were phoning me between 
sessions, asking for advice and for 
written information about publishers 
and so on. In the end, a sort of club 
evolved; it gradually expanded into 
Noms de Plume," she told us. "There 
are many people who feel that they 
want to write, but are hindered by lack 
of time and resources. What we provide 
is a course consisting of a cassette and 
written study sheets, which people can 
digest at their leisure in the comfort of 
their own homes." 

Bridging the gap 

Having a PCW alleviates some of the 
more complicated aspects of running a 
business, particularly since Gill's 
partner, Anne Ac aster, lives 350 miles 
away, "Exchanging information over 
that distance would be both inefficient 
and frustrating if we weren't able to just 
pop a disc into an envelope and send it 
off' explained Gill. "Also, the cost 
would be phenomenal - the paper 
equivalent of what a disc can hold 
would be very expensive to send by 
post!" she added. 

The team of PCWs are used in 
every aspect of the business, from 
producing letters and course work to 
managing the accounts. The business 
(and home) accounts are dealt with by 



Gill using SuperCalc 2. LocoScript 2 
looks after the bulk of the other busi- 
ness. It is used in conjunction with 
LocoMail to produce a list of some 500 
names and addresses for any mail-outs 
which need to be done. Ever)' student is 
allocated a file in LocoScript 2 in which 
are stored details of their progress, and 
appraisals of the written assignments 
which they submit. On completion of 
the course, they receive a print-out of 
their file. 

"Without the PCW, we simply 
couldn't run the business" explained 
Gill. "Because LocoScript 2 is so 
simple and so capable, we can do every- 
thing which is required with no fuss and 
the minimum of effort. We treat our 
machines almost like humans - they are 
invaluable" she added. 

So why did Noms de Plume adopt 
the PCW in the first place? "I had done 
a BTEC in wordprocessing at Falmouth 
college" Gill explained,"so at least I had 
some idea of what 1 wanted out of a 
system. The initial thing about the PCW 
was that it was a well-priced package 
which 1 could afford. Also, LocoScript 
was very easy to learn, and offered the 
kind of editing facilities which I saw as 
important I'm glad that LocoSpell is 
around - my own spelling is best 
described as imaginative! I also like the 
idea of having so much screen space to 
work on, with all the menu commands 
clearly on show - some packages have 
you working in a tiny box somewhere!" 
she continued. 

Was there anything which Gill 
didn't like about the machine? "I just 
wish that they had let me write the 
manual." she laughed. "It could have 
been written in Cantonese for that all I 
could understand of it!" 

By accident and design 

Partner Anne Acaster is also an ardent 
fan of the machine. "My husband 
persuaded me to buy the PCW in the 
first place, because he knew that it was 
the kind of machine I could get to know- 
without yielding to the temptation of 
throwing it out of the window! At first, 



• *• 




Noms de Plume partner Gill Kingsland: "To be a writer yoy have to be 
arrogant, to believe totally in yourself and your ability." 



1 suppose I just saw the PCW as a flash 
typewriter - but then my husband Tony 
(who is a CAD supervisor for an 
avionics firm), showed me the other 
things which it is capable of." 

It was tinkering with Masterscan, a 
scanner which attaches to the primer 
head, which first gave Tony the idea of 
producing a sleeve for the course 
cassettes which students work from (see 
picture). "The capabilities of 
Masterscan together with the tools 
which MicroDesign offers means that 
we can experiment endlessly with 
design - from these sleeves, to letter 
headings and stationery" added Gill. 

Anne shares her business partner's 
enthusiasm for LocoSpell. "The 
spellchecker is vital, given the nature of 
the business. A casual bungle now and 
then just isn't permissible when it is so 
important to convey confidence and 
literacy at all times. My spelling is, in 
fact, pretty abysmal, so everything I put 
on the screen - be it a three line memo 
or a 2000 word evaluation of someone's 
course work - 1 run through the checker 
automatically." 



To Find Out 

More 

So, how to get hold of those 
courses! Telephone enquiries 
may be made by dialling 
0623 74724 J. If you would 
prefer to write lo Noms de 
I'luinc, address your 
envelope to 9, Strangways 
Terrace. Truro. Cornwall 
TK1 2NV. Entry forms for the 
Nomsde Plume 1990 Creative 
Writing Competition can be 
obtained from cither of these 
contact points. 
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Case in point 



Articles of 
Faith 

(31 Kin&land and Anne 
Acaster art welt qualified (a 
leach others now tu improw 
Uwir writing. Git) is an ti- 
journalist (for locul and 
national newspapers I. and has 
ttio* a children's hook 
ptihlished. Anne has had work 
published in man J places, bat 
usually under a pseudont m. 
'Tliedat I tind a market and 
a .subject which I am truly 
interested in. I will come out 
Ironi behind my pseudonym!" 
said Anne. 



It is not a matter or lucky coincidence 
that both Anne and Gill find ihe PCW 
and LocoScript so easy to use, "When 
we decided to set the business up," 
explained Anne, "we had already 
bought our PCWs independently, 
without one or the other's recommenda- 
tion. Therefore, we had none of the 
obstacles which many small businesses 
encounter, such as having to get to grips 
with new technology before we could 
even think of progressing." she told us. 

Travelling light 

Since the business is divided between 
Kent and Cornwall, Gill is often travel- 
ting from one county to the other for 
meetings with her partner. "1 just wish 
that 1 could take Joyce (my PCW) with 
me - I waste so much time on trains. 
Once you have gained the ability to 
Ihink into a machine rather than use a 
pen and paper for your writing, it is 
difficult to revert back - I find my 
fingers itching for the keyboard." Had 
Gill considered investing in one of the 
portables currently on the market? "1 
have been looking at the Atari 
Portfolio" she replied, "but 1 haven't 
come to any decisions yet. 
Unfortunately, money is always a 
limiting factor in situations like these". 

At the moment, the Noms de 
Plume courses consist of tape-recorded 
tutorials. Gill and Anne's plans for the 
future include presenting the informa- 




tion in disc form as well. 
"More and more 'part- 
time' writers have word- 
processors, so putting the 
course on disc is a logical 
step. We will still have 
the cassettes though, 
because we have blind 
and partially sighted 
people amongst our 
students." 



Prosed for success 

Gill is unequivocal about 
the role of the PCW for a 
writer, whether aspiring 
or established. She 
frequently has to deal 
with people who lack 
confidence in what they 
produce, and think that 
their efforts are worth- 
less. "People are so afraid 
of the blank page - and 
they are limited when 
typing or handwriting their work, 
because the prospect of editing involves 
such a laborious process. The PCW is 
fantastic in that respect. For me. it has 
improved my writing - 1 no longer 
worry about making grammatical 
mistakes or spelling errors. With the 
PCW. I can let my inspiration take over, 
put down all my ideas and then go back 
and evaluate the piece later on." 

Gill does warn, however, about the 







MATTER OF COURS3 



Noms de Plume have three courses. The 
Foundation course can be completed in six 
weeks, the Intermediate link takes three to 
four weeks, and the Advanced section takes a 
further six weeks. This all depends upon 
whether students apply themselves regularly 
to the work. "The thing about our courses is 
thai Ihey can be 'interactive' or 'non-interac- 
tive' explained Gill. "That is simply the di (Ter- 
ence between sending in written assignments 
fur marking, or just using the assignments for 
your own practice. An interactive course is 
more helpful for gauging your progress 
though," she added. 

The Foundation course and the Advanced 
course cost £45 each, and the Intermediate 
course (non-interactive) is £20, If you buy all 
three together, you save £20. Tapes comprise 
lectures and exercises, and are backed up with 
written notes. There is a series of 'How to' 
courses, dealing with individual topics in depth, 
such as the writing of short stories, romance, 
n on -fiction and advertisement copy. These are 
£15 (non-interactive) or £25 (interactive). 

(till finds that offering a tutorial in cassette 
form makes for a more structured learning 
process. "People tend to take notes as the tape 
plays through, treating it rather like a class- 
room situation. Luckily, our teaching methods 
involve a certain amount of humour, so Ihey 
bear no resemblance to being at school!" 

Spreading the word 

Students can join at any time of the year - there 
are no 'terms' at Noms de Plume, simply 
because the work is done by people in their own 



homes, 'I am hoping that we will be able to set 
up a series of area lectures, so that our students 
can get together. I do run lectures in this area on 
Saturdays at the moment, and for those who 
cannot attend, the lectures are available on tape 
at a cost of £15 each" explained Gill. Most of 
the original enquiries about Noms de Plume's 
courses come from women. However, Gill told us 
that the majority of those who then buy and 
complete the courses are men. "The trouble with 
writing is that it has a sort of stigma attached to 
it - unlike most other hobbies. I suspect that for 
an awful lot of women who are at home, reliant 
upon their husbands' incomes, taking a chunk 
out of Ihe household budget for their hobby is 
something which they are wary of doing." 

However, it was a female Noms de 
Plume student who recently won a competition 
for writing about the most unusual romantic 
meeting. Her success not only earned her a 
weekend in Paris, but also a regular reporter's 
job on a regional newspaper. "And she is the 
proud owner or a PCW8256:" added Gill. 

Noms de Plume run their own annual 
competition for Creative Writing. Entry forms 
are currently available for IWO's three category 
contest. Competitors are invited to write either 
an historical romance of not more than 5000 
words, a three minute story for a radio 
broadcast, or a 600 word newspaper article. 
Judges include author E.V Thompson, Tim 
Hubbard of Radio Cornwall and Max Hodnett, 
Editor of the West Briton. Submissions must 
be accompanied by the official entry form, 
which can be obtained by writing to the address 
shown in the margin overleaf. 



The Nomsde Plume study pack, Courses can be interactive' or 

nan -interactive'; this is simply the difference between having work 

marked, or just keeping it for your own reference 



dangers of assuming that using a word 
processor will suddenly make you into a 
writer. "It is rather like the courses 
which we run - we cannot guarantee 
that at the end, you will become *a 
writer.' All we can do is leach tech- 
nique, in a lively and humorous way, 
and offer to improve the quality of 
people's writing. 

In the same way, you cannot expect 
the PCW to make you into a writer - 
what it will do is to ease the practical 
obstacles which hold up the flow. I do 
disagree with those who maintain that 
word processing lakes the soul out of 
writing, that it encourages format 
writing or laziness. Basically, if you 
don't suffer from those faults in the first 
place, the PCW won't give them to you, 
and if you do have them, they won't 
suddenly be cured!" 
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Do the write thing 

The question 'How can 1 become a 
writer?' is one which Gill encounters 
daily. "1 hear from a variety of people, 
who are either in the 'I'm brilliant, can 
you get my work published' school, or 
the 'Where do I start?' division. My 
answer is simple. You start by getting a 
pen and paper, or a blank screen in from 
of you. You then work at turning your 
hobby into a credible pursuit." 

Noms de Plume's courses are in 
demand abroad. An American agency 
has approached Gill to go to the States 
and back up promotion of the courses 
with a nationwide lecture tour. As soon 
as time and money permit, the offer will 
be taken up. In the meantime. Gill and 
Anne are concerned with encouraging 
more and more people to try the course 
and to discover the enjoyment of 
writing. And the secret for Gill? "To be 
a writer you have to be arrogant, to 
believe totally in yourself and your 
ability. Above all, though, you must 
have fun whilst you are writing. The 
final step is not so simple. You have to 
hope that one day, you will meet 
someone who appreciates your work- 
and Ihen it's all worth it!". • 
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Suitable for the Amstrad PCW 8256, 8512 and 9512 
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£49- MONEY MANAGER PCW :^nr 

ii,d U! f,i.BVAT.ndpip. ■■■^^■^■-i ■ mm mm nm mm » ^i ■— > » friendly, and more useful !1! 

Be your own accountant! Control your finances the easy way 

Money Manager PCW provides Individuals, businesses and professional people with a simple yet powerful way of managing their financial 
activities. All transactions can be entered easily and then presented In a wide variety of reports, ranging from a detailed listing of expend- 
iture for tax purposes to summaries showing, for example, how much money has been spent on petrol or phone bills In a chosen period. 
Reports can be printed as text, sent to a data fife for further processing or presented In graphical form. 

The program includes many helpful features, such as pop-up c lac u I alar, context-sensitive help windows and macro coma rids. The Money 
Manager package has over 25,000 users in the UK alone. It is the ideal program for people who find that traditional accountancy programs 
are too complicated, unwieldy and time-consuming for their requirements, 

1 



- Any number of data files: Personal, Business, Accounts etc. 

• Budget and cash-flow forcasts - which may be updated 

-12 months per file, up to 500 entries (transactions) per month 

- Move a file forward a month at a time when required 

• All options selected from the main menu 

■ Up to 20 user-defined accounts: Bank, Cash, Visa, Savings etc. 

- Up to 50 user-defined classes of income and expenditure 

■ A reference of up to 6 characters tor each entry 

• Your own descriptive text of 16 characters for each entry 

• All the codes are displayed on-screen whilst entering data 

- Add, modify and delete existing entries at any time 

• Quick Insertion of standard entries and standing orders 

■ Entries can be sorted into date order at the touch of a key 

• Single character 'mark' for extra reporting selectivity 

• Statements showing each entry In detail with running balance 

• Reports may show classes merged into logical groups 

- Spreadsheet type table showing class totals In each month 

- Report showing class totals for each account 

• Bar chart for up to 4 selected categories 

• Pie charts of up to 20 selected 'slices' 

• Detailed bank statement reconciliation with running balance 



■ Totals for each class of transaction for any period 

- Report of monthly income, expenditure and cash-flow etc. 

■ Report of account and class totals (eg profit & loss) 

• Account statistics - monthly max, mln, average, balance etc. 

- Automatic calculation of VAT, with multiple rates if required 

- Detailed VAT reports showing taxable, VAT and gross amounts 

■ Summary VAT statements in the same format as a VAT return 

- Simply ignore VAT features If they are not required 

- Print any report to built-in (or separate) printer 

• Print any report to a file for word-processing (eg In Loco script) 

■ Data search facility to find "lost' Items 

- Built-in text line editor for data entry 

• Horizontal and vertical scrolling of screen reports 

• Pop-up five function multi-line calculator with memory 

• Macros to record and replay user-defined reports 

• Context-sensitive help windows appear at the touch of a key 

■ Automatic creation of back-ups for data filet 

■ You can choose which disc drive to use for data on a PCW8512 

- Comprehensive 64 page Indexed manual 

- Two sets of sample data for practice and familiarisation 

■ Free and indefinite telephone support 



Connect 



To receive your copy of Money Manager PCW by return post phone us now with your credit 
card number, or write to us at the address below enclosing your cheque for £49,95 

081 743 9792 8am to 1 °P m ' 7 davs a week 

Connect Software Ltd., 3 Flanchford Rd., London W12 9ND 



When a Word-Processor is no longer enough... 

Improve your presentation 

with 



■ 



■ 




"without doubt, the best desktop publishing package available for the PCW. 

(PCW-World) 

Fonts Library Discs 




Maps Library Discs 

A two-disc set of maps of the world and 
the British Isles, Indudne continents end 
global projections, and overlays for UK 
county boundaries, rivers, and major cttJes, 






10 Park. Street 
Uttoxeter 

Starrs 

ST14 7AG 

Tei 0889 567160 

Fax 0969 563548 



CREATIVE TECHNOLOGY 




Two full discs of Extra Fonts for MkxoDeslgna, 
inciudine... 5 aght J ac j Csfftfrapfilta CeLtiC 

HWiwral §cl»<»abcc&er JSherwood 

BOLDEN ScrloCui- ...end many more! 



MlcroDeslgn2 £59.95 

Extra Fonts Discs (each) X14.95 

Maps Library (2 discs) £19.95 

Al! prices include 
VAT and postage 



7nis advert was designed, typeset and printed AT THIS SCALE using an Amstrad PCWS512, MhroDesIgn 2, and an HP DeskJet Pius printer. 
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Become a 
border 

\ i far as r est- a it h Is 
concerned one of the best 
*a}» «f jiiiitdinij: visits to i!u 
library Is lo compile vour &wn 
reference collecifon. Include 
tQihisobiiousin.'ftrtntT 
books hut aKo hoard any 
iilJiw useful information you 
come across. Keep newspaper 
OUtings, magazines. 
piiniphMs, brochures and 
anything else yuu Ihinh mijirit 
be awful. 



Growing Pains 

Nick Vandome charts the progress of a writer's work, from the joy of 
birth through to adolescence, old age and even reincarnation 






T 

o most casual readers the 
average lifespan of a newspaper 
A or magazine article is about 
fifteen minutes - after which it is 
wrapped casually around a fish supper 
or deposited in the pile of reading 
matter next to the toilet that people flick 
through to take their minds off last 
night's curry. However, for the writers 
of these throw-away masterpieces - 
who are never casual, only slightly 
obsessed at limes - they represent 
living, breathing creatures that they 
have nurtured during their formative 
years and finally seen disappear onto an 
editor's desk. But as with all siblings, 
the journey from birth to adulthood is a 
torturous one that is fraught with worry. 



despair, dispute and insomnia. 

The birth of any article comes in 
that ephemeral form of The Idea. 
Writers seem to have differing views 
about the ease with which ideas pop 
into their heads: some appear to have to 
fight them off every second of the day 
while others claim they sometimes go 
days or weeks, struggling to dream up 
one idea for a saleable article. In 
between these two extremes, and with a 
greater reliance on graft than inspira- 
tion, there is a fertile middle ground to 
explore, that should leave no-one 
suffering from Idea- Block for too long. 

To find ideas 1 usually rely on two 
tried and tested methods. These entail 
either picking a specific topic and 



GREAT WORKS FROM LITTLE ACORNS GROW... 




Roving reporter, Nick Vandome; that's me! 






JUST over a year ago I was lying on a beach in 
northern Queensland, enjoying the near-perfect 
climate and watching the numerous tourist vessels 
sailing out to the Great Barrier Reef. In my sun 
induced stupor I wondered vaguely about what 
was being done to preserve the Reef from this 
ever increasing number of tourists. An idea for an 
article was born. 

I worked on this idea, studied the market 
of likely magazines and then sent my First 
query letter to GEO magazine, the Australian 
equivalent of National Geographic. I explained 
to the editor who 1 was and told him the outline 
of the idea, tourism and conservation on the 
Reef, and mentioned some of the people who 
I planned to interview. Much to my delight he 
wrote back and asked if 1 couid produce a 2001) 
word article for him, including some background 
history of the area. 

For my initial research I contacted the local MP who was very helpful and gave me access to 
his personal library of books and press clippings concerning the Reef. Next I interviewed Frazer 
Muir, a conservation officer with the Queensland Department of Environment and Conservation 
(QDEC). He gave me a long interview, all of which I noted down by hand. I then spoke to more 
officers of QDEC and was invited on one of their surveillance flights over the Reef. 

After I had written the article I showed it to Frazer who disagreed with some of the quotes I 
had attributed to him so it was back to the PCW for a re-write. This produced further problems 
and it was eventually third time lucky when we agreed that the text was satisfactory. 

My next problem was to get photographs, I needed someone with local knowledge and when 
1 mentioned this to Frazer he told me that one of the QDEC officers was a keen amateur photog- 
rapher and he had already had some credits in a similar magazine to GEO. He agreed to take the 
necessary pictures and said that he would negotiate payment directly with the magazine. 

Finally I spent a few hours in the local library educating myself about the history of the 
area and then sent off the article. It was accepted a fortnight later. After this I started at 
the beginning again and wrote a 'Day in the Life' piece featuring the work or the QDEC officers 
and also a natural history piece on the Crown of Thorns starfish thai pose a great ecological 
threat to the Reef. 

All in all not a bad result from a few hours sunbathing. 
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working from there, or collecting 
everyday pieces of trivia and seeing 
what effect they have on my battered 
mind. These are the foundation stones. 

Germination 

The approach of dissecting a favourite 
topic is one of the best stand-bys. For 
instance, if you normally write about 
the inside of a ping-pong ball try and 
find a new slant: look at it from a histor- 
ical point-of-view (who invented it, 
when, why), a sporting one, a technical 
one (how it is made and is it environ- 
ment-friendly), a health and fitness one 
(The Ping- Pong Diet) and 101 other 
different variations. Stan with the 
obvious and then delve into more and 
more obscure corners. If you end up 
with one good idea then it will be worth 
going through this procedure. 

It is also worthwhile, occasionally, 
to try and find article ideas in subjects 
that you are not normally interested in. 
A few weeks ago, when things were 
going rather slowly up in the old grey 
matter I wrote down on a notepad a 
subject I had little knowledge of, the 
Royal Family. Nothing immediately 
sprang to mind. Later in the week I was 
wandering around town, still hoping for 
inspiration to accost me, when 1 saw a 
Royal coat of amis on a shop wall. A 
few enquiries informed me that the shop 
was a Royal Warrant Holder {providing 
goods and services to the Royal 
Household) and so an idea for my 
article on Royalty was born. 

A less reliable method of finding 
ideas is to pick up on all the trivia of the 
day and see what effect it has on your 
mind. In this respect you are working 24 
hours a day - reading snippets in news- 
papers, listening to conversations (not 
only the ones intended for you - over- 
heard conversations on buses and tubes 
are great sources for ideas), playing 
Trivial Pursuit and basically just 
keeping your mind ale n to what is 
going on around you. 

Ideas that are formed in this way 
are likely to strike at any time so always 
carry a notebook and write them down - 
even if it is the middle of the night. A 
word of warning though: it is always 
vital to leave these ideas to ferment for 
a few days to see if they really are as 
good as you originally think. 1 have 
frequently had Pulitzer Prize winning 



Writing 



ideas in Ihe pub on a Friday night, only 
to cringe at the very thought of them in 
the cold, sober, light of day. 

Conception 

Once you have your article idea the plan 
is to develop it into a living, breathing 
piece of prose. Unless you want to write 
the article first, and risk it being an 
unwanted orphan, the best way to 
iniliate this process is through a Query 
Letter. This is a letter to an editor telling 
them about the article. At this point it is 
ihe only card you hold so it has to be 
concise, informative and entertaining, 
leaving the editor enthusiastic about 
adopting your offspring. 

If you are unknown to a magazine 
begin your letter by telling them, briefly, 
a bit about your writing experience and 
then go on to outline your proposed 
article. Include information about 
subject matter, your approach to the 
topic, your personal expertise in that 
field, any people that you will interview, 
approximate length and the availability 
of illustrations and of what type. One 
other thing that is worth mentioning is 
why you think the readers of the maga- 
zine will be interested in the story. If 
nothing else this shows you have 
researched the market. 

Remember, your query letter is 
your sales pitch, the first chance for you 
to attract that all important attention. 
Editors receive hundreds of query 
letters, so work on yours unlil you think 
it is a good piece of writing. While a lot 
of nuts and bolts information is neces- 
sary don't be afraid to include your own 
opinions or a little humour. After all it is 
an example of your own writing style. 

Growing up 

Research is a word that strikes fear and 
loathing into many writers and 1 must 
admit that it is not my favourite part of 
the whole glorious writing process. 
However, it is really a much maligned 
pastime. True, a lot of it includes 
digging around in libraries, all too remi- 
niscent of your schooldays when those 
dreaded exams were looming. Don't be 
disheartened; when you compare this to 
silting behind an office desk for the rest 
of your life it immediately takes on a 
more glamorous appearance. 

Rather than looking at it as a chore 
it should be seen as an asset that 
improves your general knowledge while 
also providing ideas for additional arti- 
cles. When I get to the library I usually 
spend hours there for the simple reason 
that once I get my nose in a reference 
book I get sidetracked by all kinds of 
weird and wonderful pieces of informa- 
tion - all grist to the creative mill. 

But to say that research is all refer- 
ence books and encyclopaedias is like 
saying that politics is all honesty and 
generosity. In many ways it is similar to 
your idea generating in that it is some- 
thing that you should be aware of 
constantly. Be inquisitive and find out as 
much as possible about what is going on 
around you ;tnd in the world in general. 

For example, know who is winning 



TALKING IT OUT 



AS! UK from your own gulden prose the most i in pi in ant words in your article are those obtained 
from other people. In fact, without inlerviewing. your career as a non-fiction writer is likely to 
be extremely short. 

Interviews are carried out for two main reasons in relation to non-fiction: to gain specialist 
information and to pmduce an interesting quote for your article. The first of these is the 
more mundane or Ihe two hut undoubtedly Ihe men useful. As you write more and more 
articles and your range of subject matter expands you will need more people to explain the 
nitty-gritty of each subject. For instance if you are writing about the breeding habits of the 
Lesser Seen Toad it might be a good idea to talk to an expert on the subject instead of putting 
Forward your own wild theories. 

The second type of interview is where you want to get the comments of a person of interest, be 
it a celebrity or the man at the end of the road who says he saw his wife being taken a,way by a 
spaceship in the shape of the Big Itcn. I 

When approaching prospective interviewees write to them or phone, telling them why you 
want to interview them and what your article is going to be about. Stress that you will go to see 
them at a time they find suitable, not vice versa. 

Before you meet your interviewee find out as much as possible about them and prepare the 
questions and topics that you want to cover - you will gel a much better response if you show you 
have done some groundwork beforehand. 

As to the actual interview I prefer to use a dictaphone, if the interviewee is agreeable, since it 
removes any chances of misquoting. However, in view of unexpected gremlins, it is also a good idea 
to take additional notes by hand. While you are doing this also note down the subject's manner- 
isms and their surroundings as this may also be incorporated into the final article. 

Finally, make sure that you keep your own conversation to a minimum: you are there to hear 
someone else's quotes, not your own. 



what in the sporting world, what the top 
films and teenage crazes are of the 
moment, who the latest soap stars are, 
and keep up with current affairs both at 
home and abroad. While you might not 
be interested in all these subjects you 
will be surprised how often you can use 
the information in your writing. 

The cosmetics 

All parents like to send their children 
out looking their best and in the case of 
the writer this means getting illustra- 
tions for their masterpieces, either in the 
forni of colour transparencies or black 
and white prints. While a good illustra- 
tion will not sell a bad article editors are 
much more kindly disposed towards 
material that comes with its own 
photographs and. obviously, the best 
way to get them is to lake them yourself. 
As well as being personally and finan- 
cially rewarding it also ensures that you 
get a picture of exactly what you want in 
relation to your article. 

The first thing to do if you want to 
provide your own photographs is to buy 
a SLR (Single Lens Reflex) camera. 
Forget all the models that offer auto- 
load, auto-wind and tea-making devices 
as these are all just additional things to 
go wrong and will do nothing to 
improve the quality of the picture. 
Instead go for a reasonable quality 
machine with auto and manual functions 
and preferably a depth of field preview. 
As for lenses, it is best to have a wide 
angle lens, 28mm, and also a zoom lens 
of some type, depending on the shots 
which you plan to take. For the majority 
of cases a 50- 1 35mm zoom will suffice. 
Choosing good quality film is also 
important - use Kodachrome film for 
colour transparencies and II ford for 
black and white prints. 

II' \ (m decide you don'l warn to. ot 
can't, take photographs yourself then 



you have a few options open to you. 
Vou could try a professional photogra- 
pher or a photograph library, both of 
which would probably produce results 
but which would be very expensive. A 
more realistic idea is to ask a friend who 
is a keen photographer or go along to a 
photography course or evening class and 
ask if anyone would be interested in 
taking your pictures for you. The 
chances are that you will gel an enthusi- 
astic response since the amateur photog- 
rapher is just as keen to see their work 
published a>- ihe amateur writer. V for 
payment you could either pay them a 
mutually agreeable sum or let them 
negotiate their own price with the news- 
paper or magazine. 

Adulthood 

It is always heart-wrenching when 
something you have cherished and loved 
leaves you. but for a writer this is 
usually offset by the joy of seeing it 
transformed into a published piece of 
literature. However, to cast it aside at 
this stage would be a considerable waste 
of time, effort and potential. Just think 
of all those related ideas you had when 
thinking up the article, the mountain of 
research notes, of which you may have 
only used a small proportion, and the 
boxes of unused photographs you now 
have. You will find yourself with a 
wealth of untapped resources, which can 
be stored in a cool compartment of your 
mind for next time. 

Instead of chiding your offspring 
for creating so much unwanted mess, 
adopt a more constructive attitude. Go 
back lo square one and work on another 
idea for the same topic. Search for new 
angles to develop your original idea and 
find more prospective markets, but most 
of all be a ruthless parent and get as 
much mileage as possible out of your 
tender creation. • 




keeping in 
the picture 

If jon are totally Mute for 
jiMnurjplis try .1 piclLirt- 
library. Torre are mr Iffll 
members io the British 
Assndatioo of Picture 
l.ibrartes and Agencies nod it 
!«i cao't find Ihe nholn you 
want among them (they have 
over 2nn million in total ; i In o 
it pmhably doesn't e\ist, toll 
livi of names and addresses io 
The Writer's Handbook, 
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Com-Stax 

THE ULTIMATE SPACE SAVER 

-Interesting solution thoughtfully designed- says 80QQ Plus 



The new Com -Stax 8 Series is 
a unique stand that will 
stack your PCW 8256 or 8512 
plus your keyboard and printer in 
under a quarter of a square 
metre of floor space Its 
reclining monitor position 
and angled keyboard make 
the PCW even more user 
Inendly The Com-Stax is 
98 cm high. 41 cm wide 
and beautifully finished in 
durable red, white or black 
lacquer, ihe unit comes to 
you as a Hat pack kit which is 
easily assembled in minutes 
wilh the alien key provided 



THE PRICE: £35.00 

PLUS VAT E5.25 and PSP £4.70 
TOTAL £44.95 



TO OHDER: 

Post your chequ« lor £44.95 
together with your name and address 
and choice at Colour red white or black lo 

COM-STAX LTD, FHEEPOST, LONDON, SW5 OBR 
Tel: 02407 3031 

Please allow 78 d*rt 1« delnei* Ihe Com Stai H i Copynghl design Palenl applied Icj 




please quoit? 8 



AMSTAT* & STATMODE 

MODULAR STATISTICS AND MATHEMATICS PACKAGES 

MARKETED BY 

S. C. COLEMAN LIMITED 

AMSTAT for PCW & CPC STATMODE for PC Compatibles 

AMSTAT l/STATMODE 1 - means, st. dew., vsriartcn, ike*v r kynojis, 1 -sample. ?-samplr. and (Mired l-IHtl r 
l-vWy-AOV with single and mull. cont. inTBfvalj, ?-wav-AL>V„ ccwireln*, rftyrefliron, hijtogrranH, scat terrains, 
IrarHtofntatioto, Me store and retrieve, output to WP M* r mirtujl, FlmiMc variable* and obWvsC iQfU 10 * tOlil 
al 50Q [+ 1 data paints, ( 1 2000 STATMODE ] . 

AMSTAT 2/STATMODE 2-27 rmnparamuific I«lt providing a -complete Siegel". Binomial, Clwjua !&■! 3 K 
KolmogGrDtf-Smimov-l?). fluftt, MeNfsrrijif, Sign, Wilcouon, Walsh, HandofniHtirjn£2], Fisher, Med tan 
■>CKlBriHor>,. Mann-Whitnev, Wald-Wtrffcmst/, Mcrtes, Cochran, Friedman, Kruftal-WalllJ. Conui-gracY,. 
Spearman, Kendall, Kendall partial. Cofl »f da nee. 11 i 

AMSTAT 3/STATMODE 3: FOflECASTING 

An array of business chi Unlet* mathematical and statistical 
software' Linear And Polynomial regression. Trend and Seasonal 
Vi.ruiir>n. Muliiple Regression Analysis, Tranttormaiioni, 
Exponential Smoothing. Adaptive Filleting. GeaphJc display, full 
Ormioul, manual suited to immediate use ind for teaching. 
[AdditionaF prografn far r»C) 

AMSTAT 4/ STATMODE A: BESOUflCE MANAGEMENT - 

LINEAR PROGRAMMING MODULE 

General Purpose Linear prog* ammino » Specialised Tramparla.|iDn 

and aiJiynrTHjnl variants. Capable ol analysing tnfl solving 
problems, or sequencing, iftotfuling, blending and aUncatiori o1 
TCi'tt resources,. 40 Page manual, let worked cw ampin, 

« -, AMSTAT fi/STATMOOE 0: SFANOVA 

tip to 3 - way antlytil vt variance lor equal cell sizes.. Unequal cell 
Tljes on 1-way AOV. Maximum of 2000 4lta points i300 on 
uneflpanded CP/M 2.2, 4000 on, PC], Input from ASCII Files, 
Gptpul tq screen or text file wilh lull AOV litre * main and 
interaction rheeni and Neyman-Keurs on main elfecU Manuel. 
lOttconlyr, 

AMSTAT 7/STATMODE 7: RESOURCE MANAGEMENT II - 

STOCK AND PRODUCTION ANALYSIS 

Calculation of economic order quantiliei lor bolh tingle end 

multiple items. Dynamk programming to calculate optimum 
production Kntdulei for single item} and consolidation pi Several 
results into a multiple schedule, Alto Panto and Lorenir analysis. 
J* H <* Output 10 tCieen or primer Includes operational manual with 

WrtE U worked examples. 

rhe programs Jiawe applications m researth of all kmdl, education, sale*, production planning, work and 
method study, financial planning, personner, social work etc. 

"I will certainly be using thtm mytetf in the future And rtcJ reviewer CJrJ offer a wanner 
recommendation than that- "Or, Peter Morrit, Amstrad Professional Computing, May 1997- 




Pn« Litt CPC 

AMSTAT 1 £25.95 

AMSTAT2 C3B.9H 

AMSTAT? £25.95 

AMSTAT4 £26.96 

AMSTAT6 £2595 

AMSTAT? £26.96 



ANY 7 - 16% DISCOUNT 
ANY 4 - 20% DISCOUNT 
Please enquire Im 
Educational quantity discounts. 



PCW 
£27.96 

B --=----■-. 

£27.06 
£27.flS 
£27.95 
£27.95 



PC 

STATMODE J 
STATM0OE2 
STATMODE 3 

STATMODE4 
STATMOOE6 
STATMODE 7 



■:».» 
£39.95 
E39.9S 
£38-95 
E3B.BS 



t ALLPFIICES INCLUDE POST 
i AND PACKAGING IN THE 
f U.K. BUT EXCLUDE VAT. 



CHEQUES AND POiTO: 

S.C.COLEMAN LTD. 

33 LEICESTER ROAD, ASHRY-DE-LA-ZOUCH 

LEICESTERSHIRE, LE5 6DA 
TEL: 053O 4169 19 

24 Hour Answerphorw. T«CtintCatl enrjuiries after G.OQpm 



* AMSTAT Is a trademark of. AWISTflAD PLC and is used under liCince 
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THE WORLDWIDE AMSTRAD USER CLUB 



THE SPECIAL OFFERS 



CASPELL RIBBON REFRESHER £7.95 

5 x Artisoft Quality Disks £11.95 

10 xAmsoft Quality Disks £22.95 

Protext (CP/M+) .....£47.00 

Arnor C (CP/M+) £39.00 

BCPL(CP/M+) £19.50 

PLUS * PLUS * PLUS * PLUS * PLUS 

Public Domain software support available to WACCI subscriber!. 

Send £1.50 for full catalogue and details (E and OE). 



THE PUBLIC DOMAIN SOFTWARE 



CPM DISC 1 - MACHINE CODE TOOLS 



Prtce E6.50 



Z80 and 6080 assemblers, Z30 to 6080 to Z80 code translator, Debugging monitor 
and assembler, Reverse assembler, Binary file comparer, plus NewSweep and more. 



CPM DISC 2 -COMPUTER LANGUAGES 



Small-C, Prolog, Lisp, EBasic, Small-C -Interpreter plus NewSweep. 



CPM DISC 3 - FILE AND DISC MANAGEMENT 



Price £6.50 



Price £6,50 



Library utilities. Disc quality checker, Unix GREP command. PCW disc reader. Disc 
sector editor, Text file sorter, Word counter, plus NewSweep and more. 



CPM DISC 4 - AT YOUR LEISURE 



Price C6.50 



Cave Adventure, Chess, Othello, Golf, Word search, Biorhythms, Maze generator, 
On-screen calculator, Prolog, Comms utilitiy, plus NewSweep and more. 



CPM DISC 5 - THE BUSINESS 



Price £6.50 



Scrivener spreadsheet. Inventory database, Powerful text editor. Spelling checlter 
with dictionary. Sorter. Word counter. Comms utilitv, plus NewSweep and more. 



CPM DISC 6 and 7 - PASCAL PLUS (Two Discs) Price £10.00 



Pascal, SCI, Cobol, EBasic. Powerful text editor, plus NewSweep. 



CPM DISC 8 -MORE COMPUTER LANGUAGES Price £6.50 



Forth, Stoic, Cobol, Expert 86, Powerful text editor, plus NewSweep 



CPM DISC 9 - COMMUNICATIONS 



Price £6.50 



Max, Kermit. Kermode, Interface and Smart- Modem, overlays, source code, plus 
NewSweep and more. 



CPM DISC 10 - MORE BUSINESS 



Price £6.50 



VDE 266, Andybase, Newsweep, Filer Sideways. New CCP. Print, Edit. 



WACCI GB, 9 SOUTH CLOSE, TWICKENHAM, MIDDX TW2 5JE 

Est. 1986 — Phone 081-898 1090 



Comm and get it 

How would you like to have access to hundreds of free programs to 

run on your PCW? Fancy technical advice, on-tap, all day and 
everyday? Comms offers just this: Tim Smith goes baud walking 



Comms special 



Hundreds of free programs? 
Endless advice? You're 
ill inking that maybe we're 
overstating the case. If anything we're 
doing the opposite, Comms, which is 
short for communications, has the 
ability to open up vast new areas of 
action for you and your faithful PCW. 

Aside from the ability to 'down- 
load* Public Domain software and use 
help-lines, comms also allows you to 
access databases, make friends (they 
need never see the fact that you've not 
shaved or got out of your dressing 
gown!) and learn about your machine. 

The idea that comms is incredibly 
complex and requires technical skills 
should be thrown out of the window 
here and now. Think about it. Do you 
really need to have an in-depth knowl- 
edge of PAL (Phase Alternation Line) 
which is the 'television standard' for the 
UK, in order to watch Blind Date. Do 
you need any knowledge of it at all? 
Equally, how many people know how a 
telephone actually works when they use 
it to 'phone Great Aunt Gwendolen in 
Ulan Bator? 

Comms on the PCW can be as 
simple as word processing, databasing, 
spreadsheeting or any of the other 
programs which you could use. The 
only off-putting element to it is the 
notion that you are communicating with 
the outside world and that one wrong 
press of a key might crash a system. 
This will not happen; the chances of 
accidently logging-on to the NATO 
Intercontinental Missile Launching 
System and triggering off World War Hi 
are less than the chances of winning the 
pools three times running. 

Hackers, the less savoury end of 
the comms world, spend months of eye- 
aching boredom trying to get into the 
local branch of the Bag worth and 
Bamsley building society in order to 
fiddle a few pounds, so don't worry 
about accidents. The benefits far 
outweigh the possible problems. 

Comm hither 

So, what do you need to get started? 
Quite simple really. You will require the 
following four pieces of equipment; an 
RS232, otherwise known as a Serial 
interface to plug into the expansion port 
at the back of your PCW. A 'modem' to 



act as an interpreter between the PCW 
and the outside world. Thirdly, comms 
software. Finally, a serial cable {most 
decent modems will come with one of 
these bundled) to connect the modem to 
the interface. We'll go into the interface, 
modem and software in detail. 

The interface 

This piece of equipment is the single 
most useful addition you can buy for 
your PCW. Interfaces come in the form 
of boxes (about 5 by 4.5 inches - 1 3 by 
1 lcm) of circuit boards with two sockets 
- one for the serial line and one for the 
parallel. An interface fits onto the 
expansion card at the back of your PCW. 
This expansion card is to the left of 
the printer port on the 95 12 and be!ow 
the printer port on the 8000 series, 
interfaces for the PCW are of the RS232 
family. This is an information exchange 
standard and is common to most 
personal computers such as IBM PC 
compatibles, PCWs, the Amstrad CPC, 
Commodore Amiga and Atari ST, (the 
good old Mac of course uses the RS422. 
The command structures are the same, 
but the configuration of the pins in the 
cable heads differ). With comms you 
need an interface in order to connect 
your PCW, via a serial/ RS232c cable, to 
modem. Without it there would be 
nowhere to plug the cable. Simple. 

The modem 

The modem is the piece of equipment 
(hardware or peripheral in compuspeak) 
which translates the data (information) 
sent or received over telephone lines. 

Modems range in price (and 
complexity of functions) from around 
£100 to £1000. The more expensive 
come with facilities such as auto- 
answering, autodialling, number stores 
and the ability to accept many 'baud 
rates' and 'emulations' (see the next 
page for jargon explanation). 

The modem connects to your PCW 
via the serial/RS232c cable and inter- 
face. It then sits on your desk awaiting 
commands from you via the software. 
Most modems come with a range of 
LEDs which tell you that certain signal 
criteria are being met. The affordable 
modems (that is those which come in at 
under £250) basically just sit there, 
waiting to send - they have to be 



prompted to receive. 

The software 

This is an area of much debate in the 
rarified atmosphere of the comms 
'expert'. We, however, only need look at 
it as if it were any other program to run 
on the PCW. Its purpose is to control the 
modem and hence send and receive 
data. He, or she, will spend hours telling 
you that a comms program and modem 
are no good unless they have Viewdata 
Emulation, run at 2400 Baud in 
Asymetric Duplex mode with built-in 
error correction and Analog loop- back 
in just the same way as a hi-fi 'expert' 
will drone on about more woofer up 
your tweeter with cross-over and 
parallax, dual parametrics. Don't listen 
to them; while the latter misses the fact 
that a record player's purpose is to play 
music, the former misses the fact that 
all you want to do is get into contact 
with other people. 

Good comms software can cost 
nothing and be friendly to use (such as 
Mex in the Public Domain). It might 
lack many facilities and options but the 
basic job of telecommunicating will be 
done. Just look at Sage's Chit-Chat (£87 
+ VAT or the Sage Communications 
pack - modem, software and cable for 
£225 + VAT) or PMS Dialup (the 8000 
Plus office's choice of software which 
costs £89.99). It is more than likely that, 
for your first foray into comms, you will 
merely want to browse through the 
various bulletin boards which hold 
cheap software for the PCW. In this case 
you will want a minimum of frills and a 
maximum of efficiency. 

The most important point to look 
for is the fact that the software is 
compatible with your chosen modem, 
that it is capable of handling 1200 baud 
(this is the standard rate for most 
bulletin boards) and that you can under- 
stand the documentation. 

All together now 

Once you are kitted out with modem, 
cable, interface and software it's time to 
log-on. This is where the jargon really 
does step up its efforts to form a jungle 
of almost unrelieved impenetrability. On 
the next page, therefore, we are proud to 
present the definitive 8000 Plus 
English-Comms Dictionary. 
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Stock taking 

The International Stock 
Exchange HSE'i is known for its 
hi-tech computer trading. For 
many fears mm it has stilled 
the everyday securities deals 
using a mainframe system 
called TALISMAN. Each 
evening settlement departments 
of Ihe dealing firms send in the 
details ohhe day's dealing. The 
ISEitselfhas a department 
called Buying-In and Selling- 
Out 1 BISOt. This small depart- 
mem polices the market, [ft 
trader has made a deal ■ tor 
example, has promised to 
deliver 50,000 shares in 
Conglomerated Dongles liy 
Wednesday week but does not 
deliver, then the B1SO depart- 
ment go into the market', buy 
Ihe relevent shares and charge 
Ihe offending Dims, How do 
I hey enter Itieir deals al Ihe end 
of Ihe day? Wilh a modem of 
course! 
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Baud boy 

Jf M K Handrpt v as one of ! hose 
inujiEursH'hiintarkgol il 
right hut not quite* In or 
amundihe^ar 1 877. at the 
age of 32, he came up wflh 3 
machine for telegraphic trans- 
mission, tie also designed a 
code* known modest ly as the 
B:iudm Cod*, to he used with 
thhuppamms. Llm iv ma had 
for a 32 year old. What was 
bad was the fact that the 
HiniiiH code never came into 
li-. . Il was designed Tor a 
norma!, fiveringered human 
operator and each letter was a 
given a five-figure code. Now 
this was all well and good untij 
vou realise thai 2 to the power 
ofsonl> give* 32 Himbimi' 

tions 'i cid< 1 1 i.i I eh?). This 

was a problem as things like 
figures and punctuation were 
left in the wilderness. The 
solution was Tiiund In adding 
another separate code defined 
as LTR (letters) or > Hi 
( figures k Still Baudot was 
uiiluckv. and tomb his machine 
and code mereh became 
spring boards (not in the 
literal sense) for other forms 
uf code such as the Murray 
Code, Happily though, after 
a) I this labour Baudot is still 
remembered -albeit in an 
abbrev tated form - for the 
timid Kale. 



Jargon busting 



Even), a Parity Bit of would he added 
to make il Odd (0+G+I+O+l+l+Q = 3). 
This gives each chunk of data (known 
as a 'word') the same number of bits (in 
this case 7). When the information is 
sent, the Parity Bit is checked by the 
receiving computer (or device). If it isn't 
there, then the data is (ideally) re-sent. 



One of the most deeply off-putting points about comms is the amount of jargon 

used. The language has been built up over the years, and although it might StOD Bit 

seem deliberately obfuscating (all right, confusing), the terminology does serve 

a purpose. It is the task or 8000 Plus to translate this argot back into English so 

that you can then dive head First into the productive and enjoyable world of 

comms. So, here are a few useful words and phrases translated: 



Serial 

(as in Serial Port, also RS232c) 

This deals with handling information in 
a series of small electronic packages. 
These are sent and received, one after 
the other, in order. The opposite to this 
is Parallel (as in Parallel Port, also 
Centronix) which deals with handling 
information in a single lump. It should 
be noted that Comms will always be 
carried out from the Serial (RS232) Port 
of the PCW. This means that small pack- 
ages of information (data) can be sent 
down the line. If there is any 'noise' 
(corruption on the line) then using Serial 
transfer ensures that only packets of data 
are corrupted rather than an entire file or 
message. With Error Correction, the 
corrupt parcels are retransmitted so that 
you. the user are not even aware that 
they ever existed. 

Baud Rate 

(pronounced bored or bawd, 
people disagree) 

Named after J M E Baudot (1845-1913) 
a French pioneer in telecommunications. 
Basically, Baud Rale measures the speed 
at which data is transmitted (for the 
more technical among you 1 baud is 
equivalent to I half-dot cycle in Morse 
code). Roughly speaking, in computer 
terms, I Baud is equal to one bit per 
second (BPS). You will find that your 
modem and software can transmit at 
various baud rates such as 75/1 2(XJ 
(which means that you send data at 75 
baud but receive at 1200 which is the 
standard Viewdata rate). Other Baud 



rates are 300, 1200, 1200/75, right up to 
2400. The only thing to bear in mind is 
that you should always synchronise 
your Baud rate settings to those of the 
computer you are in contact with. (For 
the more technical among you, when 
using binary the Baud does not just 
include sending raw data - there are 
also other elements which need to be 
sent - 1 baud is not usually exactly 
equivalent to I bit per second) 

Protocol 

(as in Kermit, XMODEM 
and ISO) 

As the name suggests, a Protocol is a set 
of rules which is understandable to 
computers when communicating data. 
The only thing you really need under- 
stand at this point is that your PCW 
should always operate within the same 
Protocol as the device with which it is 
in contact. 



Parity 

(also Parity Bit) 



Yet again another incredibly complex 
piece of compulerese which basically 
means checking whether or not the 
information sent has been corrupted or 
not. A Parity Bit has a value of I or 0. 
Parity can be set at Even. Odd or None. 
For example, if the setting is Even a 
Parity bit is added to every word sent in 
the following manner: if a chunk of 
information is in the binary form 
00101 1, then a Parity Bit of 1 is added 
to make it Even (00101 1 +1 = 
0+0+ 1 +0+1+1+ 1 = 4 positive bits = 



This, quite simply, is a bit sent at the 
end of a character bit, to tell the 
receiving device that the character has 
'stopped being sent'. 

Emulation 

(also Terminal Emulation) 

Again, as the name suggests, this is a 
method which allows your PCW to 
emulate other devices. Emulations such 
asTTY (code of Teletype) and 
Viewdata arc common. Emulation basi- 
cally means that different kinds of 
computer or device can 'pretend' to be a 
single other device and hence talk to 
each other. If this principle could be put 
into 'real' life, then an Englishman who 
spoke no Spanish could speak to a non- 
English speaking Spaniard by both of 
them pretending to speak Dutch (it's 
easy really). 

Download/Upload 

You can translate these roughly as 
'Take' and 'Give*. Once you have 
togged on to your first bulletin board 
service (BBS) you will want to get hold 
of some of the free Public Domain (PD) 
software which is available. These files 
are stored in an area on most BBSs 
which is defined for Downloading or 
Uploading, Basically, you will be given 
the option to Download files - take files 
'down* from the BBS and save them on 
your PCW, Alternatively, you will be 
given the option to Upload - transmit 
files 'up' from your PCW to the BBS. 
Every piece of comms software comes 
with its own down and uploading proce- 
dure hut generally all you need to do 
when downloading is tell your PCW the 
name of the file you want to save and 
hit the correct key. When you are 
uploading, you tell the BBS the name of 
the file you want to give and press 
another key. 
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As easy as a 'phone call 
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Making contact with other computer users really can be very simple once you have the necessary equipment. On the left of this diagram we see a PCW 
linked lo a modem by way of a serial cable. The modem connects 10 the 'phone socket and sends a message over the wires to the receiving machine. 



Accessing a typical bulletin board 



Once you have a rough idea of the 
jargon and you've bought or borrowed a 
modem, software and a cable, you'll 
want to put all the theory into some kind 
of practice. In other words, you'll want 
to log -on. As soon as your PCW is set 
up to communicate with the outside 
world many options will open out to 
you; you can lake out a subscription to a 
full-blown, industrial strength system 
such as Telecom Gold, This entails 
paying out a yearly subscription which 
will secure you a pass number and 
access to the system. Within Telecom 
Gold there are literally hundreds of 



different areas to look at. The only 
unfortunate thing is that each of these 
additional areas will also have a 
subcharge. Another, more popular and 
cheaper option is to log-on to one of the 
many Bulletin Board Services which fill 
the telephone lines and are run by 
enthusiasts. In this case all you will be 
paying out is a telephone bill. Most of 
these boards are run by and logged-on 
to friendly amateurs. The reason for the 
existence of private Bulletin Board 
Services (BBSs) is to provide open 
forums and software exchanges for 
users. A great deal of Public Domain 



software - programs which are free - 
can be found on most boards. People 
bring programs ranging from spread- 
sheets to printer drivers back from the 
US or Europe or even write software 
themselves. This means that when they 
take software (download) from a BBS 
they can also give (upload) and so the 
board grows. So, how do you go about 
joining in and gaining access to the 
information which is out there'? The 
following sequence gives you an idea of 
how easy it can be. In this case we 
decided to log-on to a board known as 
Kybernesis (08 1 6737294). 




The PMS Dialup 'front page'. This shows a number of entries for PCW 

related bulletin board services around the country. Notice the cursor is over 

Kybetnesis. However, before connecting we should check some details 
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Creating and amending service details is simple. Once you have the baud 
rate, emulation, 'phone number and protocol you're ready to save the service 
for later use. Bulletin boards usually have no log-on sequence to worry aboul 
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Once you have entered those details (this is carried out differently by other 

comms software but the principle is the same), then it's time to log on and 

give some details to the Sysop I System Operator) of your chosen BBS 



One of the first areas to look for when you've registered, is the message 

section. This will give you a feel for the board and the people who make use 

of it. Leave a "Hello, I'm here" message to introduce yourself 




The nest thing to look for, from the main menu, is the area spec i Re to your 

PCW, This should be clearly signposted on most boards, but if it is not then 

try looking for Amstrad or CP/M, Failing thai, Iry asking for one! 
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Having problems or want some more advice on using comms? Then ask the 

experts. Most decent BBSs know that they have new users who might get 

lost and so provide areas for technical help. If in doubt try typing a "?" 



Once you have found your board you mighi like to glance through the avail- 
able Public Domain software. In the case of Kybemesis there is a greal deal 

of useful stuff for PCW users. This can be down-loaded for free 
There we are then, the basics of Comms have, we hope, been 
opened out for you. There is much more to learn but that 
can best he achieved on-line. One point which you should 
always bear in mind is to save reading on-line matter for 
later. Many BBSs will allow you to mark files for retrieval 
and downloading - make use of this. Ideally you should only 
ever need to spend ten minutes actually logged-on. Use this 
time to gather information. This is equally true when 
leaving messages; write these before logging on (save them 
in ASCII form) and when the time comes to leave a message 
all you need do is 'upload' your saved file. Comms is a 
highly rewarding element of your PC Wing experience. It is 
also a community of mutual aid and assistance. So, if in 
doubt, ask; there will be help. • 




Re-viewdata 

You will often see the term 
Viewdata thrown around the 
place. This is a form of 'emota- 
tion' which enables you lo 
acres systems such as Prestd 
and also to get I he most Tram 
some of the more professional 
bulletin hoards or specialised 
databases. Viewdata works on 
a screen of 40 characters by 24 
rows - the FCW's nativt screen 
tsJlnyWIusing 
SETJ4X*0,COM changes the 
screen In. you guessed it, 24 by 
KOi. Consequently you will need 
In have Viewdata emulation 
from your soriwarc. Without it 
all yoo will get on your screen 
is garbage. 
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In business? 

II i im art wonderiog abfiul 
takintadllrtisingun 
EJeetronk Yillcm Pages. 
vuu'll need the aduTlMP, 
inlormoLioo pack. ConliK't 
11T World Directories UK) 
Ltd, Electronic Yellow Pages, 
llllh Hmir. Mebastiin Hmsc, 
3 I luitas Place, 
JtirminjjhamBHiHNW. 



Mow J' ey erf 

Andrew Bibby takes a look at the Electronic Yellow Pages - a develop- 
ment which would have had J R Hartley leaping from his armchair 




V 

m eed to find an auctioneer in 
■ Aucbtenmichty? Or a dry 
* 1 cleaner in Dover? A nursery 
and creche in Nelson and Colne? The 
answer could be to let your fingers do 
the walking over your PCW keyboard, 
and make use of the new Electronic 
Yellow Pages (EYP) service. 

The 66 volumes of the familiar 
Yellow Pages directories together hold 
the names, addresses and phone num- 
bers of almost all ihe businesses in 



Britain. The directories themselves are 
compiled from the central database held 
by Yellow Pages (yet another one of 
British Telecom's many divisions), 
which currently contains about 1.8 mil- 
lion records. 

It's a valuable source of informa- 
tion, and it's now being opened up to 
on-line searches from the public, 
through Electronic Yellow Pages (EYP). 
Provided you've equipped your PCW 
with a modem, an RS232 interface and 



IN THE BEGINNING 

Mike Rowley is the person with the job of 
ensuring that Ihe Electronic Yelluw Pages 
service is safely launched. 

As Head of EYP, based in the Yellow Pages' 
head office in Reading, he has been supervising 
both the technical aspects involved and, 
perhaps, more importantly the business side 
of the project. 

"I've been with Yellow Pages for nearly 
five years, and I've been involved in the project 
throughout that time," he says. He joined the 
EYP team after evperienee in both computing 
and marketing. 

The origins of EYP go back much further 
than Mike's five years with the venture, 
however. "We've been working on on-line 
publishing for many years," he explains. "We 
were on Prestel in the early davs, back in the 
late 1970s." 

The early Prestel experiment didn't continue, but since 19X7 Prestel has been carrying a pilot 
EYP service, covering only parts of London and the Home Counties. "The aim of the trial has 
been to establish what both users and advertisers want, and how they feel about the classified 
advertising," says Mike. 

His aim, he says, is to make EYP easy to operate. "The aim is to be user-friendly. Obviously, 
the first people who will use it will be existing on-line users. We're saying to people, if you're 
currently using this facility, here's a new service for you. We're not trying to stimulate the sale of 
terminals. But we do hope Electronic Yellow Pages will appeal to most people." 

He cheerfully runs through the statistics involved: 1.8 million records are on the database at 
the moment, for example. But fortunately, he hasn't had to arrange for the database itself to be 
set up. "Yellow Pages has that already, as a core database far the local directories. We haven't had 
to have a room full of typists!" 




some comms software, you'll be able to 
dial up direct, or reach ihe database via 
Prestel. 

The launch of EYP was originally 
pencilled in for the end of May this 
year, but last-minute software bugs (yes, 
the usual story) resulted in a delay. At 
the moment, there is still no firm news 
from British Telecom (BT) of their new 
public launch date. However, 8000 Plus 
was able to seek a sneak preview of the 
service. In the words of a spokesman for 
Yellow Pages, "We're in the last stage 
of debugging now, but we don't want to 
launch until everything's perfect.". Bugs 
permitting, EYP should be up and run- 
ning in the very near future. 

Prestel for action? 

There are some people, of course, who 
say that BT should have done some- 
thing like this years ago. BT's videotex 
(viewdata) service, Prestel has had a 
somewhat chequered history since it 
was first launched back in 1979. 

By comparison, Minitel which is 
the equivalent French service, has been 
very successful. The French telecom- 
munications authorities gave away 
many hundreds of thousands of Minitel 
terminals, originally to provide a more 
efficient service for subscribers wanting 
to check other phone numbers. The idea 
was that, instead of consulting the tele- 
phone directory, you could call up the 
information on your Minitel screen. 

Unfortunately, BT are not planning 
to give away any free PCWs and 
modems. However, they are making 
their new EYP service very cheap and 
relatively straightforward to use. In fact, 
EYP marks the arrival of the first major 
on-line database in Britain which won't 
cost you an arm and a leg every time 
you want to consult it. 

Up to now, on-line data searching 



L 48 JuJv«W*fflWi'U'S 



Yellow Pages _, 



has been expensive, especially where 
business information is concerned. It's 
no! unusual to have to pay several 
pounds for just a minute's on-line search 
time, and inevitably, that's meant that 
only commercial users have tended to 
make use of the technology. 

Easy access 

If EYP is sucessful, it could make on- 
line searching a much more familiar part 
of everyday life. It's quite possible, too, 
that in due course BT's ordinary 
database of subscribers (the one which 
Directory Enquiry operators call up 
when you ring in to request a 'phone 
number) may also become publicly 
available on-line - though as Yellow 
Pages are quick to point out, that's the 
responsibility of a separate part of the 
BT beast. 

So how do you get access to the 
Electronic Yellow Pages? There are 
three routes in. The easiest way is sim- 
ply to set up your PCW comms soft- 
ware with the correct details for it to dial 
direct. The number to call is 0345- 
4111 44 . Speeds of up to 2400 baud are 
accepted by the system, as are most nor- 
mal parity settings. It's best to set up 
your software as for a viewdata service 
like Prcstel. Happily, even if you're log- 
ging on (calling) from the Outer 
Hebrides the fact that the system uses 
the 0345 prefix means that you will only 
be charged at the local call rate. 

The second method is only avail- 
able to you if you are a Prestel sub- 
scriber. In this case, you can enter via a 
gateway from PresteS. The relevant front 
page is *3813#. Yellow Pages say that 
the normal Prestel time charges will not 
be levied while you are connected to the 
EYP gateway. So once again, it should 
only cost you the price of the call to 
your local number which in this case 
will be Prestel 'node'. 

The third option is to use BT's own 
dedicated data transmission facility 
called the Packet Switch Stream service 
(PSS). You can call EYP using a special 
Network User Address (NUA) and bet- 
ter still, you can also arrange for your 
use of PSS to be reverse charged. The 
NUA you'll need is 234273402002. 

Search me 

Once you've logged-on to EYP, you'll 
be asked to start a search by typing in 
the location of the service which you 
require. 

The 'location' can be a village, 
town, county or even a postcode. It 
you're imprecise-say, you enter NEW- 
CASTLE - you'll be offered a choice of 
possible, but obviously related, locations 
for you to select. Did you mean 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne? Newcastle- 
under-Lyme? or was it really Newcastle 
Emlyn you had in mind? 

As an added refinement, you'll not 
only be asked whether you're looking 
for suppliers who actually have 
premises in the area you've chosen but 
also whether suppliers who may be 
based elsewhere but who operate in your 
area will do as well. 
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ELECTRONIC YELLOW PAGES IS THE 
UP TO DATE COMPREHENSIVE SOURCE 
QCAUtxioMAi — ' - _Q_pilQQZLUkiQilB^^^'F *** - ' 



(g) I -'"ii -I, l.-l -i I, Id 

One of the most obvious ways of popularising the new Electronic 
Yellow Pages (EYP) service is to make it easy to use. With this in 
mind. British Telecom (BT) have produced a glossy, professional- 
looking 12 page ring-bound user manual. It won't drown you in a 
sea of jargon either. Not only does the booklet show you what you 
need in order to access EYP, it also tells you how much it's going 
to cost. A fully annotated screen by screen walkthrough has also 
been included. Call 0734 506506 to order your copy. 




C 1WO British I'di-rom Ltd 



Normally, you'll then enter the type 
of business you're interested in. The 
database will automatically accept about 
2,800 business classifications so that, 
unlike the traditional directories, it 
won't matter if you enter, say, 'lithogra- 
phers' instead of 'printers and lithogra- 
phers'. Alternatively, you can choose to 
search by company name, or product. 

At this stage, you'll be informed 
how many companies have been found 
which actually match your two require- 
ments (location and business type). The 
command ?V allows you to see short 
four-line entries giving the name, 
address and phone number for each of 
your chosen companies. 

You can also decide to increase the 
geographical area of your search by 
using the command ?X (it stands for 
'eXpand location'). In fact, if you still 
can't track down a company offering 
what you want, it's even possible to 
extend your search to the whole of the 
United Kingdom. 

Another method by which to 
extend your search to similar types of 
business is with another command; this 
time it\ ?R (which stands for 'Related 
business types'). 

Read all about it 

These are all helpful features. One prob- 
lem with EYP, however, is that when 
you come to view the companies which 
the database has Found for you the pro- 
cess can lake quite some time. The limi- 
tations of the computer screen mean that 
only three companies can be displayed 
at a time. This means that if you've cho- 
sen a popular business in a large area 
(like PUBLIC HOUSES and BIRM- 
INGHAM, perhaps), you might have to 



be prepared to settle down for a long 
session in front of your PCW. 

EYP may be a useful public service 
but. like its parent directories, it has been 
set up as an advertising-led initiative. In 
other words, British Telecom hope that 
businesses will be as keen to advertise 
electronically as they have been to take 
out display space in the local directories. 

A smart promotional pack has been 
prepared ("...advertising on EYP 
couldn't be easier ... our professional 
team will help you to make the best of 
your advert..."). It comes complete with 
the claim that over 4.7 million people 
have potential access to the service. 

BT have no doubt checked their 
statistics, but the actual number of peo- 
ple using on-line services in this country 
(compared to the United States for 
example) is still very small indeed. It 
appears that BT will have to do some 
adroit marketing work if they are to suc- 
ceed in making the public aware of, and 
keen to use, their new service. 

However, even when people are 
using EYP they won't necessarily want to 
wade through the advertisements. The 
standard advertising package (which inci- 
dentally costs £16.50 a month) provides a 
company with five frames of text in 
which to promote their services. It seems 
more likely in practice that most users 
will drop into the first frame only, before 
returning to the main listings. 

Commercial response might not be 
as enthusiastic as planned. If the adver- 
tisers don't come forward then British 
Telecom may begin to reassess the 
whole service. That would be a pity. 
EYP is a good idea, with enormous 
potential. Unfortunately, however, good 
ideas don't always catch on. • 




Help at hand 

Mosi on-line dm abases don't 
leave wm to sink or swim 
alone - and EYP has WJ 
st'nsihh followed the custom 
of providing user*! with g 1 elf - 
phone helpline* staffed by real 
nun -electronic human being,?. 
The iiu mi'il 1: lo etfl I*. Reading 
(07541 506506. 

EYP have atou produced 
a small ring*bound User 
(luide which it's worih 
obtaining. Contact the 
helpline to obtain vnur enp>. 
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S K MARKETING 

► ► ► COMPUTER SUPPLIES 4 ■* 4 



Personal callers welcome 
Opposite Fulham Broadway 
Tube Station - District Line 



AMSTRAD PCW 8256 




• Fully integrated word processor system 

• 82 key Keyboard 

• 256K RAM 

• High res. screen 

• 180K 3' disc drive 

• 9 pin dol matrix primer 

• 90 CPS in draft 20 CPS NLQ 

• Locoscript software 

• CP/M Plus with GSX & Dr.Logo 

• Mallard Basic with Jetsam 

£345 

Free on-site maintenance on all PCWs 



ACCESSORIES PCW 9512 



Vortex 40MB Hard Drive £499.00 

CPS 9513 AMSTRAD RS232 

P/S Interface £49.00 

SKM 256K lo 512K Memory Upgrade Kit 
with fitting instruction P.O.A. 

FD4 Second Disk Drrve 8256 £1 1 6.00 

PCW Dust Covers (3 piece inc) £10.00 

3' Dnve Cleaning Kit £9,50 

Margin Maker.... £10.50 



PCW RIBBONS 



PRINTER QTY 

AMSTRAD it 

PCW 825635*2 NYIGM £4 30 
PCWSSS&SS12CMIBON £4 75 

PCWB26&SS1!OaOUH .E5.00 
PCW 9512 NYICN £3.50 

PCWSSl2CAflB0N IM75 



QTY 
5* 

.E4.00 
£4 50 
£4.75 
£3.30. 
£150 



QTY 
10* 

£3 50 
C4 00 
£4 50 
£3 DO 

£4.00 



AMSTRAD PCW MAINTENANCE KIT 


PCW PRINTER 8256/8552 








£14.00 





DAISYWHEELS FOR PCW 9512 



AVAII A' 

Courier 10 
Recta 1 

Letter Golhic 10,12 
Script t2 



TYPFFACF 
Prestige Pica 10 
Orator to 

Prestige Elite 12 
Mini Gothic 15 



Each £6.00 

For other printer ribbons please can 



BOOKS (no VAT payable) 



Mallard Basic By Amstrad £9.95 

Programming PCW By Ian Sinclair £7.95 

Step by Step Guide to Locoscript E4.95 

All rn One Mini Ofiice Professional. ...£11 .50 
Desktop Publishing with lfi« Amstrad PCW ... £8.50 

Locoscript 2 by Ian Sinclair £9.95 

Locoscript 2 Amstrad PCW £11 .95 

Locoscript • Mall ■ Spell £7.95 

Looking into Locoscript 2 £13.95 



COMPARE OUR PRICES BEFORE ORDERING FOR 
UNBEATABLE OFFERS!.' 

Export, Government and Educational orders welcome 



BRITAINS BEST SELLING WORDPRQCESSING RANGE 



AMSTRAD PCW 8512 




• Fully iniegrated word processor system 

• 82 key Keyboard 

• S12KRAM 

• High res. screen 

• 1x ]8QK*720K3"drives 

• 9 pin dol matrix printer 

• 90 CPS in draft 20 CPS NLQ 

• Locoscript software 

• CP.'M Plus with GSX & Dr.Logo 

• Mallard Basic with Jetsam 

E435 

Free on-sile maintenance on all PCWs 



NEW LOCOLINK 

A lite transfer system Irom PCW to PC 

£19.90 



3" CF2 DISCS FOR AMSTRAD 



WORDPRQCESSING 



CF-2per10 £22.00 

CF-2per20 £42.00 

CF-2 per 3 £61.00 

AMSOFT 

• ■#* CF 2 per £24.00 

2J&JB CF-2per20 £45.00 

Pretext £33 00 

Locoscripl2 £20.00 

Locoscripl 2 with Locospell2 £27 00 

Locospell2 E16.00 

Locomall 1 S2 £25 00 

Locofont 1 £16.00 

Locofont2 £12 go 

Locolile £25 00 

New-Word II £42.00 

Sage Accounts £56.00 

Saga Accountant Plus..... £06.00 

Sage Invoicing £40.00 

Sage Payroll £40.00 

Money Manager £24.00 

DG Payroll ..£26.00 

Map Iniegrated Accounts £90 .00 

Better Maths (Age 12-16) £14.00 

Physics (Age 12-16) £17 00 

Chemistry (Age 12-16) £17.00 

Biology (Age 12-16) £17 00 

Better Spelling (8-Adult) £14,00 

Magic Maths (Age 4-8) £14 00 

Maths Mania (Age 8-1 2) £14.00 

Sage Chit Chat £69 00 

EasyLabeller £21,00 

AMX Mouse & Desktop Utilities £47.00 

Crash Course Typing £20.00 

Two Fingers Typing £17.00 

Daala Fax £32 00 

E-Type £18.00 

Personal Tax planner £20.00 



EDUCATIONAL 



GENERAL & UTILITIES 



AMSTRAD PCW 9512 




• Z80A processor 

• 512KRAM 

• 3" 720K drive 

• 82 Key Keyboard 

• High res paperwhite monitor 

• Wide carriage bi-directional daisy wheel printer 

• 20CPS single & Iraetor feed 

• Locoscrrpt 2 software inlcudes 
Locospell 

fi Locomall 

• CP/M Plus with GSX & Dr.Logo 

• Mallard Basic 

FREE SHEET FEEDER WITH PCW 9512 

£459 

Free on-sile maintenance on ell PCWs 



DOT MATRIX PRINTERS 



Star LC10 Multifont Printer £150.00 

Star LCI Colour Printer £185.00 

PANASONIC PRINTERS 

Panasonic KX-P11 24 

Draft - 160cps. NLQ-63cps £265.00 

Panasonic KX-P11BO 

Draft- 132 cos, NLQ-38cps £165.00 



DESKTOP PUBLISHING 



Fleet Streel Editor Plus £29.00 

Stop Press £29.00 

Slop Press + AMX Mouse £54.00 

Micro Design II , £39.00 

Database Software £20.00 

Database DTP + AMX Mouse £57.00 



SPREADSHEETS 



Su percale 2 £35.00 

Cracker II (Turbo) £35.00 



GRAPHICS 



Master Scan 


£49.00 


Mdgt$ 


Master Scan and 

Master Palm 

£55.00 



DATABASES 



Sage Retrieve £40.00 

Master File 8000 £35.00 

Dbasell £60.00 

Dataslore II £29.00 

Cambasell £32.00 



Mini Office 
PROFESSIONAL 

Very successful - many new features 
5 separate programs ■ Wordprocassor 

• Database • Spreadsheet • Graphics 

• Communications Interactive 

OUR PRICE ONLY £25.00 * VAT 



North London 
13 Moneyhill Parade, 
Uxbridge Road, 

Rickmansworth, Herts WD3 2BE 
Tel: 0923 896969 Fax: 0923 771058 
South London 
10 Fulham Broadway, 
London SW6 1AA 
Tel: 071 381 6618 Fax: 071 381 0528 



SALES HOTLINE 
0923 89.69.69 

To order: Please send cheque PO Access or Visa details to 
SK Marketing Ltd, 13 Moneyhill Parade. Uxbridge Road. 

Rickmansworth. Herts, WD3 2BE 
All prices exclude VAT and carriage is Iree (UK mainland) 
PERSONAL CALLERS WELCOME AT OUR SHOWROOMS 



LONDON'S LARGEST 

REGISTERED 
AMSTRAD DEALER 



All prices Excl. VAT 

Carriage Free/Mail Order 

(UK Mainland) 



AUTOMATIC SHEET FEEDER 



The ASF9512 is an Automatic sitae! reenter 
for use wilii the PCW 9512 II will field up to 30 
5 h e & i s of paper enabling either rnuitrpage 
documents or mail- merged leMers to be prinlttf 
unattended, thereby releasing the user tor other 
lasks and improving producttviiy. The Sheet Feeder 
can be attached or removed in seconds, leaving the 
printer to accept individual sheets o J paper or ihe 
standard tractor assembly 



ACCOUSTIC HOOD FOR YOUR 9512 




SKM'S most economic solution to 
noisy printers 

• Up to 90% noise reduction 

• See through lid keeps noise in and dust due 
Hood and Stand £89 00 only 

Now available to accommodate 

9512 with Sheetfeeder 

OUR PRICE 

£120 



LEISURE SOFTWARE 



Cyrus Chess £12.00 

Colossus 4 Chess £14.00 

Batman £11.00 

Tomahawk £13.00 

The Pawn £1 7.00 

Trivial Pursuits £14.00 

Head Over Heels £11.00 

Ace £14.00 

Match Day II £12.00 

Tetris (fP-00 

Clock Chess f ^.<MKoo 

Steve Davis Snooker...., jjiW)L?...Jill .00 
Classic Games A.^fC. ..<)£/. cClt4.00 
Time & Mage (k K V. .. /rrtVyJ.fio.00 
Brian C»cpd*^raSfoa «■.. (f^Jr.Z. E10 00 

CoiosfflsjB%L j tt...Ljrf....Ji'. c^.oo 

MindfirJhterrf;yJ>'.. f ,l.S.*: £15.00 

Living Daylig/ils J*)* £14,00 

PCW Challenge £12.00 

Times Jubilee Crossword. £16.00 

Sun Crossword 2 £1 4.50 

Please ring for availability 



MODEMS 



amstrad isaaa 

Features 1200(75. 75/1200, 300/300 
Baud rates £99.00 




24 hour hotline for credit card orders 



All prices subject lo change without notice 

Ail goods subject to availability 

Goods are hdI sold on a trial basis 



Book Look 



Sophie Lankenau 
makes some welcome 
introductions 



WHAT TO DO WHEN A MICRO 
LANDS ON YOUR DESK 



by Glyn Moody & Manek Dubush £14.95 
Published bv Computer Weekly Publications 
' Tel : 081 661 8787 

8000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT = Excellent 
ISBN 185384 021 I 

The back of this book carries the rather lofty assurance that 
"The book has been written by computer experts, who 
explain in everyday language how micros work, deliberately 
avoiding confusing computer jargon". If an overwhelming 
sense of deja vu engulfs you, do not be alarmed. Any veteran 
of beginners' guides will be used to this kind of claim, and 
the usual course of action is to read on and decide whether it 
is a valid one. Read Moody and Dubash's offering to the 
uninitiated, and the claim is validated in the extreme. 

Computing is a literary market swamped by machine 
and application-specific publications. How refreshing it is to 
come across a tome that gives a general overview of the 
subject yet maintains enough structure to keep the reader 
entertained and informed. The spontaneity implied by the 
title is borne out throughout the book, which caters for 
anyone new to a computer-dominated environment. 

The first chapter provides a "painless introduction" to 
the main concepts involved in computing. The elements of 
the micro, from discs and printers through to software itself, 
are listed and explained and thechapter rounds off with a 
look at the implications of having a computer in the office or 
at home. Ii is here that the question of data security is raised. 




Software and Hardware enjoy a 
chapter each, and examples of both 
are given where necessary. The 
former explains word processors, 
databases and communications 
programs, and includes screen dumps 
from example products in each case. 
The hardware chapter explores every- 
thing from monitors to mice. 

There is a useful section on 
"Living with your micro" which, as 
the authors advise, is worth re-reading 
several months after the equipment is 
installed. It warns against the dangers 
of conditions such as repetitive strain 
injury, and how such health hazards 
can be avoided. The possibility of 
radiation from the monitor isdealt 
with, and the authors are shrewd in 

pointing out that although this is an area of concern, millions of 
people sit close to a television set without the 'experts' creating 
the slightest outcry. 

This book is a general look at computing, so sections such 
as "Every day with MS-Dos" might bemuse the PCW owner, 
since CP/M is the native operating system for their machine. 
However, it is worth reading the chapter just the same to gain 
knowledge of how other computers work. 

A look at the evolution of business computing rounds off 
what is frankly a superb publication. Chapters are punctuated 
with margin notes, and finished with economical summaries. 
This is the kind of book which every newcomer to computing 
should have close to hand: it is packed with information, intelli- 
gently written, and if the thought of computing brings you out in 
a cold sweat, your worries could soon be over. • 





LOCOSCRIPT 2 WITH LOCOSPELL, 
LOCOMAIL AND LOCOFILE 

by Ian Sinclair £10.95 

Published bv BSP Professional Books 

Tel : 0865 240201 

8000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT = Excellent 
IBSN « 632 02861 

Ian Sinclair has become something of an industry standard 
when it comes to producing tutorials on word processing. 
The popularity of his earlier book, LocoScript 2 on the 
Amstrad PCW 8256/8512 and 9512 first written in 1987, 
has led him to bring out this second edition, with extra 
sections on LocoMail, LocoSpell and LocoFile. 

It is stressed from the outset that the book should be 
used in conjunction with the manual. This eliminates the 
necessity of explaining technical jargon every time it is 
used; it doesn't, however, make the book difficult to under- 
stand. Although the reader might be alarmed at the prox- 
imity of the section on direct printing to the contents page, 
the author has also emphasised the importance of practical 
experience in the learning process. If you follow the 
instructions, you will quickly see how direct printing serves 
as an excellent way to become familiar with the difference 
between the typewriter and the word processor. Screen 
dumps illustrate the stylistic variations which LocoScript 2 
offers (such as italics, line and pitch settings and so on) but 
which are not apparent on the actual screen. 

The third and fourth chapters are devoted to the 
production of a letter (including sub-sections on templates 



and simple editing) and how to print 
that letter using various printer 
options. More advanced editing, 
involving the use of blocks and stock 
phrases is dealt with in a section enti- 
tled 'Boilerplating". The name derives 
from the manner in which a supply of 
phrases can be drafted in to build up a 
document little by little. 

The sections on LocoSpell, 
LocoMail and LocoFile are brief: 
space does not permit a thorough 
exploration of the many capabilities 
which each utility has to boast. As the 
author points out, "a full guide to 
LocoMail would require a book to 
itself. What is on offer though, is an 
outline of the basic functions of each 
'extra' together with illustrated exam- 
ples of how to carry out simple functions. For example, the 
LocoFile section tells you how to to set up an index, and how to 
set up each record in a card form. The method of editing these 
cards is also explained. 

There is an additional chapter given over to LocoFont, the 
utility which allows you to determine the 'design' of the text 
that you produce. The book finishes with a very useful 'Help' 
section. It is set out in terms of a 'how to' guide, with end 
results listed as mini headings, and relevant menu commands 
detailed underneath. As these are arranged in alphabetical order, 
troubleshooting becomes quick and easy procedure. 

Ian Sinclair has produced the kind of manual which will 
always enjoy reader loyalty. With the plethora of LocoScript 
tutorials on the bookshelves, it is encouraging to see one which 
stands out from the crowd. • 





Are you a recenl reader of ROW) Plus? Or have you missed oul cm sonic of the earlier 
issues and want in catch up'.' We have limited quantities of our back issues lisied below. 
The prices include a nominal 25p postage. Remember, all issues comain excel leni 
TipOfT sections and the sclcclion of BASIC listings, plus the other regulars. 
To order use I he order form below or ring our hotline number on 0458 74011. 



Issue 21 £1.75 New LocoScripi fonts 
reviewed. Guide to add-ons. PC/PCW link. 
Order Code SOOZ I 

Issue 24 f 1,75 9512 Special report. Four- 
page features, back issues index, astrology, 
cricket, database reviews. DIY Graphics, 
Mini Office book 
Order Code JU1014 

Issue 25 £175 Spreadsheet special. Flipper 
review, DIY share analysis. Home hanking, 
Jeffrey Archer & his PCWs' GSX graphics, 
2nd hand PCW Guide Order Code 80025 

Issue M £1.75 Speech synthesiser, teach your 
PCW to talk back, transferring files from a 
PCW to a PC, Lighlning Basic review. Order 
code S00.W 

Issue 32 £ 1 .75. Astrology on your PCW, 
Learning C/PM. PCW User Groups, The 
Amslnid-Sugar story. Publishing hooks. 
Order Code 800J2 

Issue 33 £2.0(1. Four spreadsheets compared. 
C/PM for beginners, five budget printers 
reviewed Order Code S0O33 

Issue 34 £2,00. Accounting packages 
reviewed, the full report, write a bestseller, the 
scries on spreadsheets. 
Order Code gfl034 

Issue 35 £2.00. Take a look at communications, 
budgci modems analysed. Play sweet music on 
your PCW. The PCW oul on Safari in Africa 
Order Code R0035 

Issue 36 £2.00. Micro Design 11. is this the iss Ue 45 fj.oo. New software aimed at 
best DTP package so far? Money Manager, the keeping you fit and healthy. Three horse- 
new one, fully reviewed. The new ASP9512 rac jng pre ditor programs. How to add a 3.5" 
from Amstrad. or5 25" drive 10 your9512. 
Order Code 80036 Order Code 80044 



Issue 37 £2.00. Take a look al the jumbo 
ram drive for your PCW r . Choose between 
three hard discs. Mini Office Plus, is it worth 
the wail?Order Code 80037 

Issue M £2.00. Need a third disc drive? The 
Composers Pen for the PCW Musician. 
Women in computing. 
Order Code SIKI38 

Issue 39 £2.00.Two new games. Choose a 
database from our selection. Which interface 
Jul", uhiil.' 
Order Code 81)039 

Issue 40 £2 .00. How to rescue lost data from 

damaged discs. PCW speech synthesiser. A 
tout of the DTP options. Order Code 80040 

Issue 41 £2.00.Thc RAM p;ick that slots onto 
the PCW. Use your PCW as a fax machine. 
Order Code 80041 

Issue 42 £2.00. Language learning packages. 
The Top Ten PCW games. Which word-pro- 
cessor should you clutosc. Order Code 80042 

Issue 43 £2.00, Discover your family tree 
with your PCW. How to gel to grips with 
Mallard BASIC. Order Code SO043 

Issue 44 £2.1)0, Choosing a printer. Step by 
step guide to adding a 5.25" drive. The lastest 

clip-art package for Stop Press. 
Order Code ) 



8000 PLUS BACK ISSUES 



Name 



Price Order No 



Address 



Postcode 



Phone number 



Method af payment (please circle) 
Access * Visa • Cheque • P0 



Pleat* make al er*quw 
TOTAL ORDER payable u future PuMihine; 
limited 



Credit Card No 



Expiry date 



NoitamoreiiuiieilitponefJiiimaUK.CfiaiKnllsUmlsonhelil.of Mm 



For overseas orders, phone 0456 
74011 lor prices. 

SEND THIS FORM TO: 13000 Plus, 

Future Publishing Ltd, Freeposl, 
Somerton, Somersel, TA1 1 7BR 




A FAST, WELL PROVEN 

PROFESSIONAL SYSTEM 

DESIGNED SPECIALLY 

FOR BUILDING WORK 

RUNS ON ANY PC 

OR PCW COMPUTER 

SUPER EASY TO USE 







PCW DRAW 

A full function drafting program - produces clear drawings on your PCW 
printer. Draws lines, rectangles, arcs, circles, ellipses, also freehand 
sketches with zoom. Detail Editor 

SUPPORTS AMX AND KEMPSTON MOUSE AND 24 PIN PRINTER Pnce £39,95 
The improvements raise it up from the adequate to the extremely useful" 
8000 PLUS. 



PATTERN PUZZLES 

A suite of five programs. The level can be set from trie trivial to the brain 
blasting 

"Computer gamesters with little patience will probably be driven mad... but 
dedicated puzzle solvers... will no doubt be delighted to accept the 
challenge" APCW 
INTRODUCTORY PRICE £1 1.50 



Prices include VAT, P & P 



Cash with order 



HTB COMPUTERS LTD. 

Bmudwtitcr House, Broadwater Road, Roimcv, 

Hunts, S051 X(.T 

Tel: 0794 -51627*) 



J & H Training 

Interested in Computer Training? 

1 Day Courses available on 

Word Processing, Database, 

Spreadsheet, plus more 

Training on Amstrad computers 

For details contact Julie or Helen 

Tel 0709 873359 Fax 0709 760088 

11 Fitzwilliam Avenue, Wath-on-Dearne, 

Rotherham S.Yorks S63 7HN 



MAKE YOUR AMSTRAD EARN! 



Yes making money with your Amstrad becomes incidental when you know how. 
Your micro is. if only you knew it, a gold mine The size and make is irrelevant. 
Make the iniiiai effort NOW by starting your own 

HOME BASED BUSINESS 

This may be the most important move you will ever make! 
REMEMBER: You'll never get rich by digging someone else's "ditch". Anyone in ihe 
counlry, including YOU, can become very rich in a relatively short period of time just 
by doing a few basic things! It's more rewarding than playing games. The benefits 
are many and varied. Full or part time. For FREE details send SA.E to: 



rftAfWVWA' 




___, —J 




31,PILTONPLACE{8+18) 
KING AND QUEEN STREET, 
WALWORTH, LONDON SE17 1DR 





8000 plus are 
pleased to give you 
"The Soft Option" - 
A disk which will 
help you to get the 
very best out of your 
PCW. Included on 
the disk are a 
Mallard BASIC 
program editor; 
several files of clip 
art for Micro Design 
II; various writers 1 
tools and much, 
much more. 



FREE 



? 



with our compliments... 

THE SOFT OPTION 1 

a disk full of useful programs 

and writers tools 



... when you subscribe to 
8000 plus today 






• Guarantee your 
copy of 8000 plus - 
subscribe now and get 
Britains Biggest and 
best PCW magazine 
delivered direct to 
you! 

• 12 issues of news, 
reviews and advice for 
just £20.95! 

• Your no risk guar- 
antee: you may cancel 
your subscription at 
any time and we will 
refund you for all 
unmailed issues. 



DON'T DELAY! Complete the form below and post it today or 
telephone our our credit card hotline on 04S8 7401 1 



YES 



i 



Please enter my subscription to 
8000 Plus and send me the disk 
THE SOFT OPTION FREE OF CHARGE Name 



(please tick as appropriate} 
D Mainland UK £20.95 
D Europe £35.95 
□ Rest of the World £49.95 



To ensure you get the best possible 

service, all overseas subscriptions 

are now sent by air mail only 



My method of payment is (tick your choice) 
□ VISA D ACCESS EXPIRY 0ATE_ 



CARD NO. 



□ CHEQUE 

(make payable to Future Publishing Limited and enclose v,ith this 

form in an envelope addressed to: 

8000 Subscriptions, FREEPOST, Somerton, Somerset TA11 7BR) 



Address 



Postcode 



Telephone number 



Signature 



Date 



8-/SP.A4B790 



DISCOUNT SOFTWARE 

FOR THE PCW 8256, 8512 & 9512 



WORD PROCESSING 



Pretext (Full Version) , 39.95 

Locoscript 2 21.95 

Locoscript 2 with Locospell 31.95 

Ml ALL Hk 'O PRODUCTS Vtt' FOR LOCOSCRIPT 2 ONLY. 
PLEASI: SPfi 'IF! •AIIKH PCW WHEN ORDERING 

Locospell ...18.95 

Locomail .28.95 

Locofile 28.95 

LocoMail and Locofile 44,95 

3" Thesaurus (for Locofile) 1 1 .95 

LocoFont I 18.95 

LocoFont II 13.95 

9 Pin Printer drivers disc. 21.95 

24 Pin Printer drivers disc. 21.95 

Supertype 2 (font program) 12.95 

Tasword 8000 1 7.95 

TaspetlSOOO 11.95 

Tasprint {extra fonts) [0.95 



DATABASES 



Masterfile 8000 34.95 

Locofile (state which PCW) 28.95 

At Last Plus , 29.95 

Comix Card Index (PCW 8} 25.95 

Comix Card Index (PCW 9) 25.95 

Minerva First Base 25.95 



TLTOR1A1 



Foreign Languages, tiv Knsmos 

French Mistress 15.95 

German Master 15,95 

Spanish Tutor 15.95 

Italian Tutor 15.95 

Typing Tutors, hv lansyst 

Crash Course (for novices) 19,95 

Two Finger Conversion 19.95 

Crash Course is timed us the novice typist, and teaches 
"eomcl" typing flora the outset. Two Fngers is for more 

experienced keyboard users, and gradually i •oases you into 
using all of your fingers on the right keys'. 

Perfect Touch 15.95 



BUSINESS/FINANCIAL 



Comix Simple Accounts II 52.95 

Comix Invoicing 45.95 

Comix Job Estimator 55.95 

Comix Product Costing , 55.95 

Full specifications are available upon request for 
at! Comix products. 

System 3 39.95 

Money Manager Plus 32.95 

Money Manager PCW 39.95 

Personal Tax Planner 19.95 

Stockmarkei {Share Analysis) 32.95 

Supercalc 2 39.95 



D.T.P. / GRAPHICS 



Desktop Publisher with 

Mouse 59.95 

Stop Press 34.95 

Stop Press with mouse 69.95 

Micro Design 2 44.95 

Micro Design 2 with mouse ...89.95 

Masterscan 54.95 

Masterscan and Masterpaint 59.95 

Masterpack with mouse 99.95 

Masterscan is fur 8256 a/id S512 only. It is a good value 

scanner for digitising hold Mack & white line drawings. 

Please rail for advice before ordering 

PCW mouse plus interface 47.50 



MINI OFFICE 
PROFESSIONAL 

The original and bug free version of the 
best-selling PCW program. Contains Word 

Processor, Database, Spreadsheet. 

Presentation Graphics and Communication 

modules, re-written manual plus a copy of 

John Hughes "All In One..." book. 



RRP £39.95 



OUR PRICE £25.95 



MJC SPECIAL 
PROTEXT 

Full version of this fast word- processor 

including Spell Checker 

and very comprehensive 

Mail Merge features. 

FOR ALL PCWs. 



RRP €59.95 



OUR PRICE £39.95 



DO I MATRIX PRINTERS 



All of the following printers are supplied with the 

necessary cable for the 9512. 8256 and 8512 owners will 

need an interface, such as the CPSS2S6 available at 

£59.95, and the cable will then be supplied to fir this. 

Please ask about our On-site Warranty, 

g Pin Printers 

Citizen I20-D 139.95 

Panasonic KXP- 1081 159.95 

Star LC-10 Mark 1 179.95 

Star LC-10 Mark 2 (quicker) 199.95 

24 Pin Printers 

Please rail for advice and availability hefare ordering 

SiarLC.24-10 259.95 

Panasonic KXP-1 124 299.95 

Citizen Swift 24 359.95 



PROGRAMMING 



Amor C Compiler 39.95 

Hisoft C Compiler .39.95 

Nevada Cobol 39.95 

Hisoft Pascal 80 39.95 

Hisoft Dcvpac 80 V2 39.95 

MaxamlJ 39.95 

Hisoft Forth.. 18.95 



GAMES 



Bridge Player 2 1 50. 24.95 

Classic Collection 1 (not 9512) ...11.95 

(lassie Collection 2 (not 95 12) 11.95 

Classic Games 4 15.95 

Clock Chess '89.... 15.95 

Colossus Chess 4 11.95 

Complete Home Ent. Centre 15.95 

Head Coach v3 13.95 

Arnham 14.95 

Lancelot 15.95 

Scapeghost 1 5.95 

Tomahawk 15.95 

Trivial Pursuit 15.95 

World of Soccer 13.95 



BOOKS 



All In One Mini Office 1 1.95 

Mallard Basic 9.95 

Program Your PCW 7.95 

Programming the Z80 19,95 

PCW Machine Code 13.95 

Pretext: A PCW Users Guide 9.95 



CONSUMABLES 



Amsoft CF2's 

10 for 23.95 5 for 13.00 

Maxell CF2's 

10 for 21.95 5 for 12.00 

PCW 8256/8512 RIBBONS 

Standard 1 4m Fabric Each... 3.95 

two... 7.00 

Higher quality /density fabric ....4.95 

PCW 9512 RIBBONS 

Amsirad brand Film Muhistrike 3.95 

Box of 12 42.00 

Unbranded continuous fabric 2.95 

NJ. Fabric ribbons da ml the a toed e print quality as filmtcarbon 
ribbons firn when new. fair as they are ctiminuous nitl last a lot longer. 
Recommended far draft copies or m-limise memos. 



MISCELLANEOUS 



PCW 8256/8512 Dust Cover Set 9,95 

PCW 9512 Dust Cover Sei , 10,95 

9512 + Sheetfeeder Cover Set 12.95 

PCW 8xxx Printer extension lead 1 1.95 

PCW 9512 Printer extension lead .........12.95 

1000 Fan-fold address labels 7.95 

3" Disc Head Cleaner 6.95 

PCW 95 1 2 Daisywheels: All at £5.95 

choose from: 



Courier (10) 
Script (12) 
Recta ( 10) 
Letter Gothic (10/12) 



Orator (10) 

Prestige Elite (12) 

Thesis (Prop) 

Mini Gothic (15) 



!l>l'l«>l"l' 



All prices INCLUDE VAT, postage and packaging 
Overseas orders welcome - please write for prices 

MJC SUPPLIES (pls) 

40a QUEEN STREET, HITCHIN, HERTS, SG4 9TS. 

Tel: (04621 432S97 / 420847 / 421415 for Enquiries/Credit orders 
CALLERS WELCOME Mon to Frr 9.30 - 5.00. Sat 10.00 - 4.00 






Son of LocoScript 

Heralded by prophecy of biblical intensity - now, at last, it's here. 
Steve Patient brings you the word on LocoScript for the PC 



Loco PC _ 




T 

lie PC needs another word 
processor the way a minute needs 
A. eighty seconds. For Locomotive 
in leap into a saturated market smacks nf 
hubris, and yet they claim to be reacting 
to market forces. They say iheir 
customers want LocoScript on the PC: 
well they've got it. 

It's worth stating immediately thai 
LocoScript PC is nol going to win many 
converts from among existing word 
processor users on the PC - and 
Locomotive must know it. Their market 
is the near 1 ,000,000 folk who are 
already familiar with the product via the 
PCW, who, for one reason or another, 
find themselves in front of a PC and 
needing some words processed. 

Most word processor users always 
have a soft spot for their first amour, and 
through many LocoScript lovers will 
have been forced to move into the PC 
world they haven't necessarily become 
reconciled to a second, shotgun 
marriage. 

For these PC users, LocoScript PC 
will be a delight. In almost every way it 
is the same program as LocoScript 2. 
Moreover, it comes complete with 
LocoFile, LocoMail and LocoSpell 
(plus word count) built in. 

Open the box 

For your money, you get an imposing, 
green boxfile with three ringbound 
manuals - tutorial, reference manual, 
database and mailmerge manual - a 175 
page printer manual and an installation 
manual. There are also four 360K 5.25 
inch discs and two 720K 3.5 inch discs. 
Locomotive have gone out of their way 
to make the installation as simple as 
possible, despite the variety of PC 
configurations. 

LocoScript PC can be installed and 
run (from two 360K discs) on a PC with 
a single 360K floppy disc drive - but 
you will hate using it. A 720K disc is 
practical and nice for users of portables 
like the Amstrad PPC. Two-drive 
machines are even belter, but a hard disc 
will make LocoScript PC extremely 
happy. This is coupied with the fact thai 
files created on the PCW with 
LocoScript I or 2, Locomail or 
LocoFile, can all be used without altcr- 
alion once transferred to the PC (see 
margin notes). It's almost fun to change 
machines. 



On a basic XT PC (the least powerful 
and least expensive kind), this version 
of LocoScript isn't much faster than on 
the PCW, This is partly due to the way 
it works internally (Locomotive argue 
that while others are faster, theirs does a 
better job) which has apparently been 
carried over to the PC. The rest is due 
lo the way it handles ihe screen. 

Get the picture 

Rather than run in the fast but inflexible 
text mode of PCs. it runs by default in 
graphics mode. This has been chosen for 
the number of interesting possibilities it 



opens up to the programmers. The most 
spectacular of these is that graphics mode 
allows effects like italics, bold, shadow 
text, inverse text and so on to be shown 
on screen without distracting codes. But 
the effects stop there. Locomotive 
haven't gone all the way and shown 
proportional spacing or different point 
sizes on screen. 

There are other possibilities, too. 
On a PC with a Hercules card and mono 
monitor, it enables LocoScript PC to run 
in 92 columns just as on the PCW. On 
all other graphics adaptors you're 
restricted to 80 columns. However, there 
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1/ The Disc Manager screen looks much the same as il did on the PCW - but is trying to reflect a completely different underlying 
disc structure. The best way to use it is to tell LocoScript nol to look ai most of the disk. 
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-»ft*K worth stating immediate-ly that LoeoScript PC is not 

going to win nany converts fro#i knotty existing u»rd processor 
users on tht\ PC - iviid Loconot i ue must kitou it. Their narJkt rl 
I be nesr 1 *fi£10,Si88 folk who Are a 1 ready ra«i I lar uith the 
product via the PCW. who* for one reason or another, find 

front of a PC and needing sons words processed,- 1 
,f (1os t word pracessor users: a 3 ways luiue a sof I. spot for their 

I amour* and through nany LocoScript lovers will h 
For-ced to wove into the PC world they l"a*iueii*t nei:essi*r i iy 
become reoonci Itrd t,. ,-» :, f ;»-fH.d . Utuiuu,,. H,nTJ..im-. 1 



2/ On the least expensive monitor type, mono Hercules, you get the possibility of 43 line text. The default on Hercules is 25 line 
texl as shown here. Locomotive use Iheir own. attractive screen touts in graphics iinitle. 
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is a trade off: on a PC in graphics mode 
more lines can be shown. With a 
Hercules adaptor you get the choice of 
25 or 43 lines; the same with an EGA 
adaptor. On a VGA system you get 25, 
30, 43, 50 and 60 lines - virtually a 
complete page if you don't mind 
squashed letters. 

The one really obvious difference 
between LocoScript 2 and LocoScript 
PC is in the way the Disc Manager 
works. The PC doesn't have user 
groups, it has a tree directory structure. 
This is more flexible than LocoScript 
2's user groups but it can be harder to 
find your way around. 

Colour coded 

In the edit screen, the PC keyboard is 
less intimidating; like the PCW, it has 
function keys and these serve the same 
purposes. The only really bad decision 
is sticking with the plus and minus keys 
for toggling codes on and off. On the 
PCW these are ideally placed for a 
touch typist. On the PC, they are on 
the far side of the numeric keypad - as 
far from the home keys as possible. 
Alternatives to these (perhaps with the 
|ALTJ or [CTRL] keys) would have 
been useful for real typists. 

There are several good aspects to 



_ 



Badly managed 



In Iheir efforts tu maintain a complete one to one visual relationship 
between LocoScript 2 and LocoScript PC, Locomotive have produced a 
confusing hybrid. The Disc Manager is unsatisfactory. Although it looks 
familiar. It can be slaw and awkward moving around a hard disc. 
Locomotive argue that since you can make directories invisible to 
LocoScript PC this is irrelevant, but what's the point of a disc manager 
that doesn't let you manage discs efficiently unless you make most of it 
invisible? In this one area Locomotive would have been well advised to 
change the look of LocoScript PC to better reflect the way the PC's direc- 
tory structure works. However, at least file-tagging has arrived - groups of 
files can be tagged for moving, copying or deleting en bloc. 

Locomotive are well aware of the directory problem and have made 
some efforts to alleviate it. The Illume) key can be made to return you 
from any directory view to a pre-set one, so you can't gel lost; on hard disc 
machines, LocoScript PC will remember the current directory view 
between sessions. Even so, rinding a barely-remembered file in an unknown 
directory, is easier done outside LocoScript PC. 

Since Ihe PC keyboard is quite different from that on Ihe PCW, there 
is the added confusion of trying to Find unfamiliar keys to do an unfamiliar 
job. II all adds up to an irritating introduction to the product. 



LocoScript PC. For instance, it now 
supports colour. This is on the IF6) 
Settings menu (along with the menu to 
alter the screen mode from various 
graphics displays to real text mode). 
Locomotive have come up with a fun 
colour menu that allows you to interac- 
tively play with the screen colours and 



and Herculean efforts 
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3/ LocoScript PC still has Ihe double-sized character screen, shown here lo better illustrate the on-screen effects of codes such its 
italic, hold, outline and shadow. Few printers can manage all the effects though, 
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4/ With the datafile and mailmerge included in the software (no longer refened to as separate produce in the manual 1 
LocoScript PC achieves a new level of integration — but it needs a hard disc to gel the best from it. 



see the effects as the changes are made. 
There are other concessions to the 
PC world. Documents can now be 
imported and exported in Ihe near ubiq- 
uitous WordStar file format as well as 
ASCII and DC A (IBM mainframe revis- 
able- form -text format supported by 
many PC word processors). Locomotive 
are nothing if not thorough. In their 
WordStar conversion they don't just 
convert Ihe main text and embedded 
codes, but add all the page formatting in 
the form of dot commands so that it will 
print out properly. 

Starting over 

The way printers are handled feels 
better than it did on the PCW, where 
support for other primers always 
appeared to be bolted on. Since there is 
no built-in PC printer, the way 
LocoScript PC integrates printer drivers 
now feels a lot more consistent. Adding 
and removing them is simple. 
Moreover, the different abilities of 
printers, fonts and pitches, for example, 
are presented clearly and handled intel- 
ligently when documents created for 
one printer are printed using another. 
PCs are more powerful than the 
PCWs, yet little advantage appears to 
have been taken of this power - while 
the hardware platform is better, you're 
still looking at virtually the same level 
of software functionality. LocoScript 
still appears to spool a 20K document to 
disc when going from top to bottom and 
back again, further slowing things 
down. And most users won't have a 
powerful PC with a fast hard disc. 
Despite the extra space, there's still no 
way to work with two documents at 
once. The backward file compatibility 
with LocoScript I and 2 is good, but it's 
only one way - to the PC. To get them 
back the other way they have to be 
converted to ASCII files. If you find 
you have the use of a PC with a hard 
disc instead of a PCW - and you like 
LocoScript - then go for the PC version. 
But there's little to be gained in 
dumping your PCW in order to run 
LocoScript on a floppy-only PC. • 
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DATA- ACCESS 



TEL: 0SS4 - 771977 



Printer Ribbon Re-Inking Service 

Have your FABRIC printer ribbon fully re-inked by the experts and save £E£'s. 

Send your used FABRIC printer ribbon plus payment. 

Black - Brown • Orange - Blue - Green • Red • Purple 

ribbons all re-inked in original colour 
Trial Offer only £1 ,60 per ribbon (send as many as you wish, 
we will even pay postage both ways on your first order!) 
Send ribbon(s) plus payment to:- 

Data Access (Dept 8+) FREEPOST, 

LLANELLI, DYFED, SA15 1ZZ (no stamp required) 

»Ribbon re-inkers to Educational & Local Authorities« 

(Special prices 1" Industrial - Commercial ribbons) 

f 77 Pen/tan ■ LLanelli - Dyfed SA 15 tJG} 



UPGRADING TO PC? 
Continue your Locoscript Experience with 

-LocoScript M 




VISA 



Only £99 inc. VAT 



In slock 
Immediate 
dispatch 



H 



Includes an introductory P.O. disc from PDSL (state Spreadsheet or 
Accounts) and Locoscript templates. Transfer all your current 
Locoscript files to the PC with the "Locolink" cable at £22.94 inc. VAT. 

WE PAY POSTAGE FOR ORDERS RECEIVED BEFORE AUGUST 6TH 

Send telephone or fax orders to: The Avenue Group, Desk 2, 

8 Fourth Avenue, Havant P09 2QX 

Tel & Fax: 0705 454017 



(F 



PCW'S WANTED 

♦ Best Prices pcrid 

♦ Collection / Payment 
arranged 

Tel -0332 291219 

Omnidale Supplies 

23 Curzen Street, 

Derby, DEI 2ES 
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FONT DISCI 



for MicroDesign2 



ONLY £8.95 inc. SSTpiSSi 
6" LETTERING for creating your own BANNERS 
and POSTERS (with full instructions for using the 
MD2 "Print Queue " facility/, 

N.B.. As there are over 500k of files in this font, 
the supplied disc is double density format. 



Trcjnng on MKroO*»cpi2 avalobl* for £80 par day by Rod Potwnt. 
'...one of otr most ruprrmcvc' users. " - Th» iMBnafl wy w. 




INBUSINESS PCW from cavalier software 



8 Lausanne Road, London, SE15 2HU 

The complete integrated stock control, invoicing and full 

CAVALIER accounting system for the AMSTRAD PCW, Suitable for 

SOFTWARE retailers, wholesalers, builders, accountants and almost 

any other small business 



PO BOX 32, LONDON 
SE15 2HS 



INBUSINESS MENU 


A. 


Simple Invoicing 


B. 


Stock Control 


C. 


Retail Stock Control & Labels 


D. 


Order Processing & Invoicing 


E. 


Customer/Supplier Database 


F. 


Nominal Ledger 


G. 


Retail Cash Accounting 


H. 


Sales Ledger 


I. 


Purchase Ledger 


J. 


Period-end Accounting & Audit 


K. 


Report Generator 


L 


Contract Accounting 


PLEASE MAKE YOUR SELECTION 



Simple Invoicing 
INSTOCK II 
INTACT II 
Report Generator 
INBUSINESS PCW 
Contract Accounts 



PRICES (including VAT) 



(menu options A & E) 34.95 

(menu options B to E) 74.95 

(menu options E to J) 74 95 

(menu option K) 14 95 

(menu options 8 to K) 149 90 

(menu option L) 59.95 



* Lifetime ^ 
Support 




Requires INSTOCK II 
Requires INTACT II 



WE ALSO PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING SPECIALIST SYSTEMS 

TELEADD (Name & Address database ideal tor home, club membership etc.) 

HOMEVIEW (Estate Agents matching & mailing systems) 

DINER (Restaurant and Fast food Menu, Stock and Billing System) 

NEWSBOY (Newsagent & Paper Round & Billing System) 

RE-CHORD (Music Library Database) 

HOTEL (Hotel Reservations & Billing System) 



All options are menu driven, so are simple to operate 

An Installation Program is provided tor all AMSTRAD PCW computers. 

All carry free litetime HOTLINE support and require no disc swapping 

All programs fully integrated with all other programs, so you can buy a single module 

and when you are ready, add further modules to provide a complete business system 



29.95 
195.44 
59.95 
59.95 
29.95. 
99.95 

No Disc 1 
Swapping 



lie to start 



E3 Tel : 071 -639-6683 for more details or to place your order l^*l 



Arnor's 1990 PCW Software Sale 






PROTEXT ... The Word Processor 

Protext is now firmly established as the alternative to Locoscript. 

All the features you would expect from a good word processor - many text editing commands, print 
commands, spell checking and mail-merging. The refinement and thought that has been put into the 
program - logical keystrokes and commands, clear layout, speed and power ... all go towards making 
Protext idea) for the novice or the experienced user. 

* On-screen help * Typewriter mode * Insert or overwrite typing mode * Word count * Undelete feature 

* Move/copy/delete/print blocks of text * Box manipulation * Configuration * Personal dictionaries * Exec 
files * Two file editing * Keyboard macros * File conversion * Comprehensive Find & Replace * Foreign 
languages and accents * Program editing mode * Proportional printing, right justified * Conditional 
printing and loop constructs * Print any number of copies * Works with any printer * Calculator * Print 
labels * Use the maths/string functions to produce personalised invoices etc * 

* Compatible with PCW 9512 * Enhanced spelling checker - larger dictionaries, dictionary on drive M or on 
program disc * Many Improvements based on customer feedback * 

Protext deserves to be the system by which all other word 
processors are fudged ... a superb product' your computer 
"The great strength of this package is its ease of use" cwta 
"Protext is the solution to all Locoscript s drawbacks" pcw 
" Makes Locoscript look like a snail " aooo plus 

"Simply the best word processing program to date for the 
PCW ... Locoscript is effectively dead" putting your 

AMSTRAD TO WORK 



Special Offer - Save £20 

Buy Protext together with the book 
for £49.90 and save £20 off RRP. 
(RRP £59.95 + £9.95 = £69.90) 

Protext + Book £49.90 



Pretext is also available in German at £59,95 (Pro wort) 



... The Book 

At long last an independently 
produced book about Protext, 
written by Rob Ainsley. 

The book features a large section 
of tips for easy reference and is 
well illustrated with screen shots 
and printouts. 

It also includes a section written to 
help the Locoscript user to 
'convert' quickly to Protext. 

It is an essential purchase for any 
current or potential Protext user 
whatever their word processing 
experience. 

FTotext...A PCW User's guide 
246 pages, illustrated paperback 

Price £9.95 + £1 post/packing 
(Post/packing is free if buying a 
piece of software) 



New low prices for CP/M languages 



MAXAM II 

Complete CP/M machine code development system 

* Macro assembler * nested conditional assembly * file 
inclusion * textual substitution of macro parameters 

* repeat loops * Full expression evaluation * Error listing to 
screen/file/printer * 8080 mode * Unking facility * Create 
object files for use with C * 

Window based monitor, with: 

* line assembler * disassembler * memory editor * find 
string * relocate * move memory * compare memory * fill 
memory * bank switching * symbolic debugger * single 
stepping * set memory limits for stepping * stack checking 

* conditional breakpoints * trace mode * edit registers 

* Editor is program mode of Protext (as for C) * 

"Maxam ll~ now the best gets even better" cwtacpc 

"A really excellent piece of software which, given the speed 
with which debugging can be done, will pay its way very 
qukkfy" aoj 

" 77» thing that struck me ... was the amount of thought 
and effort that has gone into this product " cwta cpc 

"Maxam II is stunning ... the most complete and competent 
programming package around. Simple, speedy and 

sophisticated AMSTRAD action 



RRP £49.95 



Sale price £24.00 



Complete C development system 

* Full implementation of K&R standard * 

* Optimising compiler * Roating point 
arithmetic * 32 and 16 bit integer arithmetic 

* I/O and maths libraries * Conditional 
compilation * File inclusion * Macros 

* Linker accepts C and assembler (with 
Maxam II) * Stand alone generator 
produces COM files 

Protext compatible editor: - 

* fast and easy to use * on screen help 
*two file editing * keyboard macros * fully 
configurable* powerful find and replace 

* exec files * compile from inside editor 

" very good value for money " amstrad pcw 
"Streets ahead in temts of programming 

power" AMSTRAD ACTION 

" h typical Amor fashion, they've taken their 
time and got it right' amstrad computer user 

"Ail the facilities necessary to write 
complete applications programs " 

popular computing weekly 

RRP £49.95 Sale price £24.00 



BCPL 

Flexible, fast, general purpose 
programming language. 

Extensive set of I/O libraries 
including access to CP/M routines. 
Example source files supplied, 
including full screen editor and all 
the libraries. Comprehensive 
60 page manual covers the 
language and gives details of the 
libraries. 

"Easy to use, yet both flexible and 
powerful" cwta 

" Good library of procedures ... very 

fast" boooplus 

"Amor's clear, concise manual will 
have you programming 

confidently very rapidly " 

AMSTRAD ACTION 



RRP £24.95 Sale £12.00 



All programs run on PCW8256/B512, 9512, CPC6128 



ffe/eas/hgfvarmicm$p0t0fltf8/.,. 



T^M 



Arnor Ltd (EP/, 611 Lincoln Road, Peterborough, PE1 SNA. Tel: 0733 68909 

All prices include VAT, postage and packing. Accass/Visa/Cheque/Postal Order. Fax,' 0733 67299 



LISTINGS 



One program to test your 

knowledge and skill and 

another which does nothing 

for hours on end. What is 

the PCW up to? 




.CHOMP.BAS by M.A. Owen 



ho says thai the PCW can't pro- 
duce decent graphics at a fair 
pace? Well lots of people actu- 
ally, and the one thing they have in 
common is the fact they're wrong. Mr 
Owen proves this with a variation on 
the theme of Hangman. This version of 
an old favourite is definitely anti-capital 
punishment however, and sees instead a 
battle between a voracious spider and a 
rather worried looking caterpillar. 

The aim of the player, as it has 
always been with Hangman, is to guess 
a hidden word. Mr Owen has made all 
the words in this version animal related. 
They are all single words as well - there 
are no phrases - although this might not 
be such a bad addition to the program if 
you really wanted to start testing your 
friends or children. 

Every lime a wrong letter is chosen 
you are informed of the fact and a spider 
drops a little further down its thread 
from the top of the left-hand side of the 
screen, ready to split the caterpillar in 
two. Every time a correct letter is cho- 
sen, the caterpillar is one step closer to 



freedom. If the whole word is found, the 
caterpillar rushes off stage only to be 
forced to return whether or not you want 
to play another game. You have seven 
chances to hit on the correct answer - it 
might have been an idea to try and pro- 
vide a skill level with increased or 
decreased numbers of attempts. 

What makes this version of the 
game so appealing is the fact that all the 
options have been considered. You do 
not have to restart CHOMP.BAS every 
time you want a new game; nor do you 
have to play through a set of games 
before you can 
escape. The spider 
moves with great 
smoothness as does 
its prey. Another 
well thought-out 
option is the fact 
that the game 
remembers which 
letters you have 
already picked and 
warns you of the 
fact that you are 



attempting to re-use one. Overall. 
CHOMP.BAS would make a good few 
minutes' break for adults and for the 
children of those adults it would serve as 
an educational tool par excellence. 

You will notice when typing in the 
listing thai the names of the animals have 
been saved in DATA lines towards the 
end of the program. These can obviously 
be changed or extended when you get 
bored with them. The scope of this game 
is very wide, and will provide many peo- 
ple with an enjoyable pastime for years 
to come. 




An old favourite in a new guise. Not Hangman, but Devour Caterpillar 



10 GOSUB 600 053C 

20 PRINT cl$; ERASE ltiDIK 1$(26> : c=0: w=0 116D 

30 PRINT FNp$<65,0);CHRJ(200);CHR$(201);FNpS(85, 1 > ; CHRS (202) ; CHRi(203) 1A82 

40 PRINT FNp$<84,30);CHR$(204);CHR$(2Q5);CHR$(206);CrIR4<207);e$+"H" 174A 

50 FOR f=0 TO 27: PRINT FNp$<82, f ) ; CHR$(149) : NEXT f 1574 

60 PRINT FNp$(0,24)STRING$(82,154)CHR$(157) 11CD 

70 PRINT FNp$ (0,28); STRINGS (82, 154> ; CHR$ (153) ; e$+"H" 1301 

80 PRINT FNp$(37-LEN<h$)\2,2);e$+"r";"Guess ";h$;e$+ H u" 15B5 

90 PRINT FNp$(0,10);"Vhat is this ; "FNp$<18, 10) ; : cb.oice=l+INT(n*RND> 1FBB 

100 IF d$ (choice, 1)="1" THEN choice=choice+l+n#(choice=n) : GOTO 100 1CD6 

110 d$(choice,l>="l":le=0:FOR f=l TO LEN<dt (choice, 0) > 1459 

120 IF HID$(d$(choice,Q>,f, 1)=" " THEN PRINT " ■ ; : GOTO 140 1576 

130 PRINT CHR$(154);CHRS(154);" ";:le=le+l 1004 

140 NEXT f:t=t+l 07AF 



The screen is SH up here. Apart from changing ihc caterpillar's expression, litis is Ihe only place where graphics are used. Laicr, blocks of the screen are re-arranged to produce motion. 



150 PRINT FNp$(0, 16) j "Choose a letter" ; SPACES (50) 

160 iS=LQVER$<INKEYS>: IF iS<"a" OR i$>"z" THEN 160 

170 IF l$(ASC(i$>-96)= 1 '" THEN 190 

180 PRINT FNp$( 0,16) "You have tried that one. "CHRS(7) : GOSUB 390: GOTO 

190 l$<ASC(i$)-96)="l": PRINT FNpS(l+2*(ASC(iS)-96) , 26) ; i$;e$+"H" 

200 found=0:FOR f=l TO LEN(d$ (choice, 0) ) 

210 IF MIDS (dS (choice, 0), f, l)Oi$ THEN 230 

220 PRINT FNpS(15+3#f , 10);iS;" " : c=c+l: found=l 

230 NEXT f:IF found=l AND c<le THEN 150 

240 IF found=l THEN 360 ELSE w=w+l 



A died is nude to ensure ihttt yon have not already used a letter. Your choice is logged as IS to prevent further use 



150 



1485 
128D 
0C9C 
1FB5 
14FD 
1181 
0FOD 
129C 
11E3 
0EAO 



Listings 



250 PRIST FBpi 
260 GOSUB 390: 
270 PRIST FBc$ 
280 PRIST FSc$ 
290 PRIITT FBp$ 
300 PRIST CHR$ 
310 PRIST FHp$ 
320 PRIIfT FBp$ 
330 PRIST FRp$ 
340 i$=IBKET$ 
350 IF i$<>"y 



(0, 16); "Sorry! That letter isn't in the word." 
IF w<8 THE1T GOSUB 380; GOTO 150 
(8); GOSUB 390: PRIST FBc$<4) ; GOSUB 390 
(10): GOSUB 390: PRIST FSpS (84,28)" ";e*+"H" 
(85 , 29) ; CHR$ (200) ; CHR$ (201); FSpS (85 , 30) ; 
(202) ; CHR$ (203) ; e*+"H" : GOSUB 390 
<0, 16>"You lost that one" SPACES (40) 
(0,18)" The correct word was : " ;d$ (choice , 0) 
(0,22> u Do you want another go? (y or n)" 
IF i$="n" THES PRIST cl$; e*+"e" I ESD 
THES 340 ELSE IF t<n THES 20 ELSE RUB 



1C04 
1470 
1802 
16DF 
136B 
114B 
1539 
19F9 
1786 
13AC 
16SE 



The fate of rhc caterpillar anil Ihe state of the spider's stomach arc decided wilhin (his section. The confrontation appears in lines 270-33). 



360 PRIST FBp$ (0,16) "Well done. "SPACES (40) FSc$ (8) 
370 GOSUB 390: PRIST FSc$<9) : GOSUB 390: CALL ctr:GOTO 330 
380 PRIST FBc$(8>:CALL spid: PRIST FBcS < 4 > : RBTURB 
390 FOR g=l TO 1000: SEXT g:RETURS 



157B 
1A93 
17D2 
110A 



ll'lhe caterpillar lives, he rushes off in ;i machine code muline shown in lines JMkWl. 



400 
410 
420 
430 
440 
450 
460 
470 
480 
490 
500 
510 
520 



DATA 
DATA 
DATA 
DATA 
DATA 
DATA 
DATA 
DATA 
DATA 
DATA 
DATA 
DATA 
DATA 



01,87, 

eO, c5, 
cl,cd, 
eb,7d, 
bl,6f, 
40,28, 
00, ed, 
b7,cd, 
02, ed, 
b7,e5, 
cd,33, 
a8,02, 
la, 77, 



eO, 18, 
2a, 01, 
00,00, 
e6,07, 
c9,db, 
f4,c9, 
b0,c9, 
If.eO, 
bO.cl, 
cd, If, 
eO,el, 
09, e5, 
dl.cl, 



08,01, 
00,01, 
e9,00, 
4f,7d, 
f8,e6, 
21,00, 
06,58, 
e5,01, 

10, ad, 

e0,01, 
2b, 2b, 
7e,12, 
10, e5, 



4c, eO, 
57,00, 
c9, d5, 
e6, f8, 
40,28, 
ee, 11, 
c5, cd, 
08,00, 
c9,06, 
a8, 02, 
e5, c5, 
01,08, 
el.cl, 



18,03, 
09,22, 
5e,23, 
cb,27, 
fa,db, 
40, be, 
33, eO, 
09, dl, 
20, c5, 
09, eb, 
cd, If, 
00,09, 
10, cf, 



01,40 
la,eO 
56, el 
cb, 14 
f8,e6 
01,58 
21, eO 
01, cO 
21,e0 
06, fO 
eO.Ol 
eb, 09 
c9, t 



0D5A 
ODED 
0F8E 
0FF6 
1095 
0E2C 
0F1F 
OEEF 
0EF1 
0F89 
0F2F 
0DA2 
0E1B 



The first of the boring DATA sections. These are (he really smart bits of programming which produce (he rapid and smooth scrolling graphics. 



530 DATA &hd2,01,87,78,14,f2,ll,f4,12,00,c2,3c,50,9e 

540 DATA 10,56,90,69,87,88,03,09,07,09,04 

550 DATA 2c,c2,22,a0,20,c0,20,40,24,7e,81 

560 DATA a5, 81, 99, 42, 3c, 00, GO, 00, ff, 00, ff, 92, 92 

570 DATA 00, 00, 00, ff, 00, ff, 49, 49, 00, 00, 00, fe, 01 

580 DATA fe, 24, 24, 24, 7e.o5.81.61, 99, 42. 3c 

590 DATA 24,7e,a5,81,a5,bd,42,3c,24,7e,81 ) 81 l a5,99,66 1 3c ( * ( &h79 



10A6 
0D25 
OCAD 
0F13 
OECB 
0D51 
1521 



600 KEKDRY 57343! : RABDOKIZE (PEEK (64503 ! )+60*PEEJt (64504! )): e$=CHRt (27) 1BA9 
610 cl$=e$+"E"+e$+"H":init=57354! :spid=57344! :ctr=57349! 14EC 

620 DBF FKp$(x,y)=eS+"Y n +CHRS(32+y)+CHR$(32+x): PRIST e$+"f" 15BE 

630 DIM d$(200, 1),1$(26):DEF FBc$(x)=Ftfp$ (84, 30>+CH.R$(200+x)+e$+"H" 156C 
640 RESTORE 710: f=l: READ h$,i$: WHILE i$<>"»" ; d$(f , 0)=i$:d$(f , 1)="" : READ 1S1AFF 
650 f=f+l:VESD:t=0:n=f-l OB2E 




A Complete 
Service in 

Computers & 
Software. 



Miles Better Software 

219/221 Cannock Road, 

Chadsmoor, Cannock 

Staffordshire, WS11 2DD 

Telephone: 

(0543) 466577/8/9 



Word Processing 



torowrlpl2 £24.00 

Locoscrlpt 2 ♦ Locosprll 2 £33 00 

locospell2 £16.70 

Loctltfl&il 2 £27.00 

Iflcofont £17.50 

Locofom 2 £13.00 

21 Pin Drivers S256/A512 .£21.00 

24 Pin Drivers 9512 £21.00 

Tasword 8000 £1795 

TassprU 8000 £1 1 95 

%r« W,, f[ | [I . . i.7 1 95 



Desktop Publishing Graphics 



Kcmpstnn AMX Mouse 

AMX Mouse 

AMX Slop Press 

AMX Stop Press + Mouse,... 

AMX Desktop + Mouse 

- j'>-ki' |: Publisher - Mouse ,', 

Master Scan + Paint 

Micro Design l\ .... ....... 



,,£69.95 
..£53.00 
..£36,40 
,.£7000 

£62,00 
..£62.00 

£67,00 
,.£47.95 



Integrated Packages 



Mini Ofllce Prorrsslonal . 
Plan [I 



..£29.95 
..£15.00 



Star LC 10 Primer £175.00 

StuLClOll Printer £199.00 

Star LC 10 Colour £225.00 

SUU-LC2410 £280.00 

Agenda Hand Held... £199-00 



Aiari Portfolio 



..£199 00 



Agenda 



Condor 1 L> 
Mssirrfllc & 

IfciUisEorf |! 
Lorafllt 835 


Databases 




ilauase. 


£49-05 










L«-ofl|r + U 








.....£24.95 


DBASE. 












Utilities & Program Development 


'Easy l„.ibr'll 
Easy Label U 

HlsUft PaBTJ 
HlM-)f1 l>r\V 


rB256/BS12 


ci*jrtij 


r9512 


£20.00 


ISO 




IC80 


l-f. J ■>:■■ 


iplua 


. .. £10.95 






Spreadsheets 




Superralc 
Cracker n 


■j 
















Special Offer 




•Mi^l r.ifs F 


C2286HD 12 Mb 

bK Locoscript PC FREE 


£1148.00 




Accounting j 




V.ULj |]Lf()]tlt 

Pocket Cash 

\n LrLinlf. I'i 




.-£32.95 




.£102 00 


Invoicing 
Payroll..,. 












.....£4&.O0 


Peraonai Ta. 










SE3A Cash 






£45.00 



MKARenda £195.00 

&4K Agenda £245.00 

32KCard - £35.00 

Parallel Lead £25,00 

Sena] Lead £35.00 

ABC Baalr £25.00 

Ert£] Mi /French ...£35.00 

Eniplsh/German £35.00 

Just a selection from our vast range of computer software. 

All goods sent within 24 hours. 

All Prices include VAT and Delivery 

Please make cheques, postal orders payable to: 

"Miles Better Software" 

Access/Visa orders please phone for immediate dispatch. 

Visitors Welcome. 



PUT THAT MAN UAL 
DOWN- 

AND LISTEN! 

If you irvantto master a new computer" or 

I program, but don 't have time to waste or 

money to burn, a Reettime Audio-disc training 

course will teach you in a fraction of the time. 

Just switch on your computer and play the tapes - 

your tutor will talk you through the course in a 

series of easy-to-follow exercises. 

Learn at your own speed on your own computer- 

and take as much time as you need! 



AMSTRAD COURSES 


Supercalc (CPC i PCW) £23 95 


Amstrad CPC6 !2B 


£29 95 


GENERAL COURSES 


PCW9512-LoCo2 


£29.95 


IBM PC/A T Extended W9.S5 


PCWB256LOCO t 


£29.95 


Desklop PubtGbing £49.95 


PCW8256-Loco2 


£29.95 


Wordstar Prof 3.3 £29.95 


CP/M Computing 


£29.95 


dBase 2 £29.95 


Sinclair PC20Q 


£29.95 


Tjmaworte Publisher £29.95 


Amstrad 1640 


£29.95 


Acorn RISC OS t DTP fEllanfeo) «9. 95 


Amstrad 1640 Extended 


£49.95 


Ventura Publisher V2 £49.95 


Amstrad PPC Portable 


£29.95 


WordPerfects £49 95 


Amstrad PC20O0 


£49.95 


Wordstar 5/5,5 W9.95 


Supercalc 3 (&4) 


£29.95 


SupercatoS £49.95 


Wordstar Express 


£29 95 


Mini Olfice Professional £29 95 



II 




U7VK& 



All courses available by return. All prices include 

P+P but exclude VAT. Send your cheque to: 

Headline Communication Ltd., 

POBoxH, Hereford HR4 8UW 

01 phone 0602 603623 quoting your ^KT 
Access or Visa number tsmkm 

437 WeMdalB Urn, Maapailey. Hotangharn, was SDK 
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WHY DOES THE PCW 1UST SAY A>? 



PCW SuperDOS is the new program which replaces the 
unfriendly A> prompt with a Locoscript-style Disk Manager 
Screen. So now you can format disks, run programs, copy, 
move or erase files or groups of files, name groups and disks 
and control the printer with simple keystrokes and pull -down 
menus. Vbu can also use the built-in editor to write short plain 
text notes or .SUB files. 

"As a replacement for the A> prompt it is effective ... 
SuperDOS is an excellent tool . .." 8000 Plus. 

"SuperDOS is to be thoroughly recommended ..." Amstrad [; 
PCW. 

Includes ring-bound manual - requires 512K RAM - leaves 248K 
free on M: not for hard disk users £29.95 

Atso From EKcycLASOFn 

ScriptSBase & Text2Base - free format text databases - turn 
your Locoscript 2 documents into indexed databases - no need 
to convert to ASCII - documents print as normal - 5 indexes, 8 
groups - manual/free text database on disk £29.95 
PTR-COM (8000 users only) - provides a second menu bar 
showing current settings of paper, spacing, pitch, gap etc. 
Manual on disk £7.95 

4 great programs from 

Encyclasoft 
Hayfields Grove 
Audlem 
Crewe CW3 OLB 
® 0270 811890 
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PCW SUPPLIES 



PRINTER RIBBONS 



MULTISTRIKE 
1-11 12* 



NYLON 
1-11 12+ 



PCW8256/8512 
PCW9512 



£3.10 £2.75 £2.60 £2.35 
£2.20 £1,99 £2.20 £1.99 



PCW 9512 PRINT WHEELS E5.25 EACH 

COURIER 10. PRESTIGE PICA 10, RECTOR 10, ORATOR 10 

MINI GOTHIC 15, LETTER GOTHIC 10/12, PRESTIGE ELITE 12 

SCRIPT 12, THESIS 

3" MAXELL CF2 DISKS £1.79 EACH 

CLEANING PRODUCTS 



PCW 8256/8512 

PCW9512 

CLEANHEAD 



CLEANING RIBBON £5.00 

CLEANING RIBBON £4.50 

3" CLEANING DISK £5.00 



PROFESSIONAL ACOUSTIC HOODS 
UP TO 95% NOISE REDUCTION 

PCW95 1 2 WITHO UT CUT SH E ET FEE D £85 
PCW9512 WITH CUT SHEET FEED £109 

FREE CARRIAGE - JUST ADD VAT @ 15% 



NOVATECH] PAYMENTB s yCHEQUEPO 

(0705) 82291 1 



136 HIGHLAND ROAD 
SOUTHSEA 
HANTS P04 9NH 




"MARG N MAKER - MM3" 



Loads paper! NO GUESSWORK, FIDDLE or SKEWING! Just SPEED & 
ACCURACY! For PCW 8256/8512 printers. Improves print-out QUALITY 
& Rate! Permits use of 100gms, letterheads, forms, etc. SAVE paper & 
time. Easy to fit, adjust, use. 'MM3' Only i. 1 2.50 

"THE best add on for the PCW!" "Don't know how I managed withoutMM3!" "Superb 
product t exceptional value!" "Best buy I have made!" "Excellent!" "Totally invaluable!" 

"MaxaFit", for PCW 9512 and 85% of all impact printers is the 
'Office/professional model'. Phone for details £35. SO 

"Invaluable aid!" "Maxafit is of the highest quality." "Extremely deighted!" "Very accu- 
rate, an excellent accessory!" "Immediately impressed!" "A real boon!' 

SOFTWARE ALSO AVAILABLE 

Money Manager PCW (all models) Great features! Very easy '£39.95 
Micro Design 1 (all models) Impressive DTP package! £42.50 

Prices Ind. VAT & p+p. Buy two+ ilems &gel 5% off thelotal! 

S S (0784) 452677 S 

Service 0900 to 2100 hn. Seven days. 



The normal internal 3" B drive does everything our 
external 31/2" B drive does except :- it won't allow 
you to buy discs at 75p each to read /write to PCl 
formatted discs. And you definitely can't buy it for 
less than £80. Our top brand TEAC drive needs 
no extra power supply and is very easy to connect 
to the 8256, 8512 and 9512 computers via a single 
ribbon cable. Housed in its sleek white metal case 
it measures just 17 x 11 x 3 cms and is supplied 
with full step by step fitting instructions. 



256K MEMORY UPGRADE - £29.95 

Turn your 8256 into an 8512 with our easy to 
fit upgrade kit. Full fitting instructions supplied. 



"SimDell Solutions" 



Dept. 8 Box 121 Gresham Rd,, Staines, Mx. TW18 2AJ. England. 

"SimpxHI", 'Mjfgm MikW jnrJ 'rVUxjiir' Jt*- ftld*MHkS of C, Enlt Andmn 



COMPACT 
MICROS 



177 sunnyside Lane, 
Otley Road, Bradford BD3 0JB 
Tel: 0274 640589 (tech 636652) 



CPURSEMASTER 

The Computer Horseraces Prog ram 

• RATES AMV *ACE IN S£COt>©£ - ANY BAILS' NEWSPAPER 'S AUL YOU NEED 

■ NEVER out of cfene- Both «. Html & Rut ■ Fast Data Entry 

• AMAZING ACCURACY. . Mow you CAN BEAT THE BOOKIEU 

• Wbfte em the si^de principle that f AST HOUSES BEAT SLOW ONE* 1 ' 

• Oeflrly identifies, best selKticfl in every race pfus these AMAZrNG features ■ 

■ First, Second and Tl^ rdic^ sho^m for Forecasts 4 Triases, etc 
fteccmmends most suitable type of bti. 

• Actually worta out your WINNINGS on most popular bets including S^GtES 
t, DOUBLES, «n and each way. STENTS, YANKEES CANADIANS HEINZ etc 
GOOD EACH Way and LONG 0OD5 bets deafly shown 

• Will PRJNT gut your BETTING SUP far you. 

• Maintains a SANK ACCOUNT - BET Idee PBOFESSIONAL5 do! Records all ycut 
betirfi ^number of accounts Keep> a complete record of your betting or 
compare COURSEMASTEJl against your favourite tipster 

» PUfiniP . The r^uv^twecC^JBSB^STER SYSTEM. This supeffi betting system 
n included m the program A system which reguiany produces huge wins 
from smalt stakes. Try itr it can pay for itsetf many times over on the hrst cfay 1 

• Supplied with SO Page BETTING GUIDE and MANUAL 

FKC HOT TIP OF TH€ MONTH TO EYtltY PURCHASER 

@ £17.95 tapes, £19.95 discs, inc P&P + VAT 



PERM-MASTER 

If you are one of Those pools punters who regularly uses the perm plans for 
entering your weekly coupon., (as we at intrssel recommend) Then ti rt often 
difficult to assess whether ex not you have actually won P^rW-MASTEB puts an 
end to that 'vYajh it you vmpfy enter the number of points obtained ft* each of 
jut selections, and PEfcM-MASTEfl dees the lest The program is supplied 
Eady with some of the top psora buvft m, put af your favourite s not (here, then 
w can simply create your awn, usir^theurirOAie perm editor 
FASTend SIMPLE to use 
• UNICXJE PEflM EDITOR allows you to add plans not suppled {Sifre>iyedir the X'sj 
Tcr most BLOCK PERMS and SINGLE UWE plans.. {Up to PS selections) 

Available as for POOL5MA5TER C £ l 7.95 inc PfcP + VAT 



£ PROFIT FROM YOUR MICRO 

* WHATEVER your MiCftO is you can use it to make a good rntome' 

■ E^ej if you onty have ai couple of hews to spare each week. 

► Wc haw put together a package of easy, sensible and practical business 
<Jeas which can easity be used by anyone with any micro. 

■ No computer expertise reouweofl 

' rZam il^'s ftorn home doing what you en^de^-usirrgyaurCOMPUTEJll'rji 

dosen't matter which model. 
' You prebabfy already hove aN you need to stan earning 
1 THOUSANDS of potential customers ira your area who wrilGMDLYpayfar your 

services. Wevwll show you how to find them! 
'MstepbystepgvwfctoEARNIt^r^OJ^FIhOMyOWlMlCJra. FREE 

BUSINESS IDEAS CASSETTE TAPE WITH EVERY COPY 

£lft.95 JncJt/sive 



>-' Pro? Jufrbbte for *i VV\ *i IBM K's 
Ccursemasrer f i'covraste' bSo **lflbi 



sSoer-r 



POOLSMASTER 

j^orrrjerry fli»rS ftrdrctor' by.CoAACS tTomDiiter S'ysftrjnsJ 

Tne Computer Tck)toall^oo(sPrca i cfor 

The flrnazjng POOLSM^TER prosfarn is by f* the best Pool? Pmedictor we t 

ever seen in just 10 weete of trying this, program ourselves, ^e won no less i 

IS dMTjertds, The largest being nearly £300 Mr F. C Hammond from Essex \ 

nearly 1 1 0,000.00 m jrust 1o weeks In his- own words 'It's a licence to prrt mo,, 

POOL5MA5TER is simple to use and requires onry that you keep [he league tooies 

up to date using your usual newspaper. 

'he resuir at mgny years research into the Foctbal l ftaois try the programmer Martin 

E«ns of CCS, the program is a maerpiece of expertise, and rs simplicity itself to 

use. 

• Predicts Homes, Aways arid Draws. 

■ No fiddly typing m of teams names etc and no redundant databases 
- ln5tartre3cMMcKHardcopyifyr>iha« 

■ Uses scientific formula based on recent fomi home and away, league position, 
*Mls scored etc It has long beer* realised that certa^ combiftstjons. of these 
factors retum a much higher than average oJ draws than tne laws of average 
would expect FOOI^MASTER looks fty these facto** and arwiysts their 
significance to grve you the best possible chance of a wm 

» Also has a "Seouence Predictor option Many people believe that certain 
numbers on the coupon come up more often tl^ncfhers, arid over a season 
patterns, do seem to dewefep. Ihe program analyseslhese patterns and 
predicts the numbers most hfeefy to come up new Certasnly monc scientific 
than sticking a pirn in, or famify buthctsys etc 

If you do the POOLS then this; is; the program for you. 
& a 7 9S tapes, E.T9.05 discs, inc P&F& VAT 



+++SPECIAL OFFER+++ 

SPECIAL COMPENDIUM DISKS: Wras? irdfe &r:.^ cr Ausu alar w^Kan 

CONTAINING BOTH POOLSMASTER AND PERM-MASTER - £36 « 

CONTAINING POOLS. PERM ard COURSEMA5TER - £49 95 

iUY ANY THREE DISKS (OR TWO INCL COMPENDIUM) 

AN0 RECEIVE PROFIT FROM YOUR MICRO ABSOLLITEiy FREE 



THE GRAPHOLOGIST 

s program is a must for aftyeme irucrested m analysing their handwriting, or 
analysing other peoples ft >s also very useful for analysing prospective 
employees handwr«tmg. To use the program, a sample of harvdwriiing is 
obtained, perferably ir* ink From the mam menu of the program you will be 
prompted and guided to examine each detail of the sample. Von will then be 
taken through deeper and deeper sets of sob menus., all prompting you for 
relevant details of The wiring, and the points to watch fpr, ard add to the hie if 
applicable 

m compJeiiDri you etc left with a disk file up to 15 pages long (depending on 

depth of detail you choose), this hie can then be edited within your word 

lessor to produce fl hrll report for the wnter 

i experienced Siephologists can charge almost what [hey tike for a full 
analysis, so ihis could prove a very tucrattve business venture for you. 
Vie must however stress, that unless you are expeTrenced m graphology, then we 
can in no way guarantee the accuracy of the information that the prog/am 
presides if you art an entKrsiastic amateur cr just curious., then this program 
could provide hours or entertammeniT, whila teaching you the finer art of this 
fascrating subject 

The Hea withm THE GR*PHOLOGlS ■!' was isearched and written by a lop London 
yaphoiogistA: nmmotogRt James Woodward The software was written by M&mn 
Evans Our consultant software wnter. 

O £49.95 inc P&P + VAT 



CASHMASTER 

fViaster youi own finances. There is now no need td be rnghtened byll 
accountancy software CaShmaStfh provides you wuh me easiest method yet I 
irTMemed to keep (rack of all your finances Be you a trutmess or professional | 

individual 1 , you arc sure to need to know where your money >s going I 
CaShmaSTEB will allow you to mpul all the necessary information per 
transaction m one simple operation, whilst aHowsig you to entract the absolute || 
rtaximum from «t all again with an array of statements and reports. 

• Features WAT anatysis. 

• Easy, natural ddM entry - Just l*e a haryjwnnen. ledger 
» Arr^ amount of ledger files 

• ledgers can span any trme period, there is no one year limit 

• Repots can be produced over any ume span f,i dayio lOOyearsl 
» TOW Oass Codes (Usei dehnabTe) oer ledger file 

• 30W Accounts per ledger file 

» Detailed statements showing balances {Selected accounts £ classes) 

■ Profit £ Ldss Statements ^Selected accounts i. class totals) 

■ Tagging of entries (or extra report selettrnty 

• ttems canfe Incluvwe. Enclusiveor Zero VAT or VAT can oe just ignored 

• VAT element autonvniCBrly calculoied end displayed 

• Pop up running total catulator 

• Entries can repeated wrth just One key press (Standing Orders etc) Weekly. 
FonnightV. rVonthly, Quarterly, Half yearly or Vearry 

• Entnes can be editedi a deleted a! any time 

Insert entenes anywhere, CASHMASTER puts them »n chronological order for 

you 

Reports dnectable to Screen, Pnnter or Desk file 

• Detailed selectnity for reports 

fSefetence h(6d for each entry (invoice No, Deip Note Mo etc) 

• 10.000 entnes PC vcraion, 5,500 PCW& 

■ No need for sorts, afways m correct crcler 

• All functions and operations available fVnm mam progiam screen 

• rVtosi functions operate from a single Jusy press 

Scan through the ledger a Ime, or page at a time «f required 

Spin and merge file 

Class and Account code desenpttons visible at all times Scrc^l through pages | 

of codes wan one keypress 

ffiEE 5eperate running total cateulatof for adchig up Biose cheques, uacfu) far 

those puck sums 

WE AKXCXilSE TO AU OTHER SOFTWARE WR.ITEB5 AKD TO ANyONE ELStjl 
WHO HAS BOUGHT THE OTHER SO CALLED 'EASY TO USE' PftOGftAMS 
CASHMASTER REAltf DOES SLOW Tl-FE UTJ Of F COMPUTERISED ACCOUNTING. 

THIS IS HOW IT SHOULD BE DONE 

Not anfy superior to the competition, it's far cheeper too! 
# £29.95 inc PAP + YAT 




INTRASET LTD, (DEPT 8000+) 

FREEPOST 

No 10 WOODSIDE AVENUE ( 

CLAyrON-LE-WOOOS, 

CHOKLEX LANCASHIRE PR6 7QF 

Tel: 0490 3984 9am - 6pm 

or 
09572 76800 24hrordenns 



< 




660 IF (PEEK(init>=l) AUD <PEEKUnit + l>=64> THEH RETURN 1940 

670 RESTORE 400: add=spid: FOR g=l TO 3: f=0: cs=0: READ d$: WHILE d$<>"»" 1EB2 

680 nFVALC"&h"+d$):POKE add+f , m: f=f+l: cs=cs+nrf 256* < (cs+n)>255> : BEAD dS 1CDD 

690 VEITD:READ d$; IF cs<>VAL<dS) THEE PRIST "Mistyped code.":STOP 20BC 

700 add=60928!;HEXT g:CALL init;RETURB 1347 



710 DATA an Animal 

720 DATA ass .badger, bat, bear, beaver, bison .boar, buffalo, caribou 
730 DATA cat, coypu, deer, dolphin, dormouse, elk, ferret, fox, hamster 
740 DATA hare, hedgehog, horse, jackal, lemming, lynx, mink, mole, mongoose 
750 DATA moose, mouse, otter, ox, polecat, porcupine, porpoise, rabbit 
760 DATA raccoon, rat , reindeer, seal , sheep, shrew, squirrel , stoat , vole 
770 DATA walrus, weasel , whale, wolf , donkey, cow, goat , dog, monkey, elephant 
780 DATA 1 ion, snake, lizard, frog, tiger, zebra, giraffe,* 



The question words lie here. If you wish to add your own all you have lodo is make sure lhal the DATA list ends with ;in asterisk. " 



0888 
207E 
24CD 
2619 
250B 
26EE 
27 DB 
1CE6 



How to Type in a Listing. 

First you need to get Mallard BASIC up and running. Insert a copy of 
your CP/M disc - not the master, make sure that you are using a copy. 
Ai the A> prompt type BASIC and press [ENTER], BASIC is loaded 
when the A> disappears and a small message is displayed on the screen: 

Maliard-80 BASIC with Jetsam Version 1.29 

(c) Copyright 1984 Locomotive Software Ltd 

All rights reserved 

31597 free bytes 

Some of the details, such as version number, date and bytes might be 
different but essentially the message will be the same. BASIC is fully 
loaded when the CP/M A> is replaced by ok. You're now ready to type 
in the listings. Do this as they appear on the page, line by line. Don't 
type the four figure hex numbers at the end of every line as these relate 
to the Checksum program published in the April 1990 issue. 

Typing errors are quite common so check each line carefully. If 



you find a mistake before pressing [ RETURN | simply cursor back to it 
and make the required correction using the [DEL| keys. If you realise 
that you've made a mistake after pressing [RETURN] you will need to 
type EDIT and the number of the offending line. You can then edit any 
errors in the same way as above. Once you're sure that all is correct 
press [RETURN |. The amended line will be accepted into the program. 

When you've typed in all the lines and made any corrections, type 
LIST 10 print the entire program on the screen. If you want a copy sent 
to the printer you will need to type LLIST. 

After making another line by line check you must save the pro- 
gram. Do this by typing SAVE" followed by a filename such as DRAW. 
You don't need to bother with the .BAS as Basic assumes this. Make 
sure the filename is no longer than eight letters. 

Finally type RUN and wail. The chances arc lhat the dreaded 
'Syntax error' in line so-and-so or some other message will appear. The 
line number might noi be the exact place in which the error occured but 
it will narrow down the search. Edit any errors in the manner we have 
noted and try again. If all else fails - RTFM - or Read the Flipping 
Manual as programmers are wont to say. 



T 



BLANKIT.BAS by John Filsak 



here has been a running argument 
in Ihe Tipoffs and Postscript 
pages as to the value of keeping 
the PCW switched on. One view has it 
that continually switching the PCW on 
and off does nothing for the machine at 
all and. in fact, causes damaging power 
surging. However, keeping the PCW 
switched on all Ihe lime means that 
whatever is on the screen (even if it is 
only the A> prompt) will eventually 
bum into the screen. There has to be a 
happy medium and it is achieving this 
which has fuelled the debate. Many peo- 
ple have come up with screen clearing 
routines which rely on the 
cls$=CHR${27 )+"E"+CHR$(27H-"rT 
system. (There is no built in routine to 
ciear the screen in Mallard BASIC, such 
as the command CLS, which is com- 
mon to oiher versions of the BASIC lan- 
guage like Microsoft BASIC or 
GWBASIC. Infact. there isn't a com- 
mand to find the cursor equivalent to 
LOCATE in MicroSofl BASIC. With 
Mallard you have to use the rather 



lengthy line which defines a user func- 
tion such as FNat$. This is achieved in 
the following manner: 
DEF 

FNatS(x.y)=CHR$(27)+"Y"+CHR$ 
(x+32)+CHR$(y+32). it is used in this 
way; PRINT FNat$(20,20) ;"Hello there 
to you":. 

To get back to the point, this 
reliance on the BASIC clear screen rou- 
tine is all well and good; it does the job, 
bul unsuspecting visitors are left with the 
impression lhai Ihe PCW is in fact 
switched off. Mr Filsak's program pro- 
vides the occasional message and alarm 
as both a reminder and a warning. 

John Filsak's answer is contained in 
this short BASIC listing. What is does is 
to blank the screen for a fixed amount of 
time. At the end of this period (which 
you set), a message warning you that the 
PCW is switched on appears for another 
fixed amount of time (again you get to 
set this). If, during the time that 
BLANKIT.BAS is running, you need to 
return to BASIC, ail you have to do is 



touch a key and ihe program will end - 
you will be relumed lo ihe ok prompt. 
This is a neat way around the problem. 
You could even lum it into a SUB- 
MIT file which could be run directly 
from CP/M. By changing the command 
END in line 290 to the command SYS- 
TEM, you would be returned to the 
CP/M A> prompt. The submit file might 
look like this: BASIC BLANKIT.BAS 
There are many other ways of clearing 
the screen (try typing OUT 248,8 to 
clear it and OUT 248.7 to restore the 
screen), but Mr Filsak's method with 
liming and message is neat and tidy. 



SCREIH-BLflHKIHC PROGRAM 

Do you require a warning that the progran is running? (V/N) 
Enter value for Minutes between warnings (1-S9)i 33 
Enter value tor length or warnings (1-S9 sees): 22 



A program which seems lo do almosl nothing - except save your beloved PCW 
from some nasty screen-bum 



mo m:.v JuK on 53 
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UPGRADING TO PC? 

Data transfers 

PCW/BBC/IBM 

375.25 73.5' 

Details (sae please): 

MAPEJ, 

32 Carew Road, Mitcham, 

Surrey, CR4 2JH 

Telephone: 081 640 7676 

„ s __ „_____ 

From Locoscrlpt 2. realistic 50p per page 
DAISYWHEEL 051 630 2657 



MOLESEY EDUCATION W,P. TUITION 
on P.C.W.s & PCs. Nationwide 



01 941 1364 



AMSTRAD PCW 8512 

] on Com-Stax unit. Complete with LocoScrlpt 2, ] 

i LocoSpell. Locotont, Mini Office, Stop Press and i 

Masrerscan. Interface and other goodies. 

All the manuals 

£380 

Tel 061 794 1359 



CASHTRADER & ANALYSER 

] User friendly accountancy program. Cashtrader ] 

i - cosh book with 140 columns. Analyser - allows i 

i virtually any report 205 page manual cost £ld0. ] 

Bargain at £55 Swap for MIcroDesign 2. 

GREG: 0634-686272 anytime 



r 

i 

i 

! 

! HOME KEYBOARD. Dept 8 (7), 5 Stanswood ' 
Gardens. London, SE5 7SQ. 



DISK CONVERSION 

AND DATA RECOVERY 

071 735 3436 



£ MONEY FROM YOUR MICRO II 
Your home PC is a cash generator. 

Free details: 



MASTERSCAN USERS! 
GRAFLINK Provides: 

* Full page high-resolution scanning 

* Full page printing 

* Comparability with LOGO 

£19.95 cheque with order to: 

PHILOSOFT 

9 Short Street, Colne, Lanes BB8 SEP 

0282 870197 



PCW TRAINING IN MANCHESTER 

CV's. Reports, Abstracts Service 

Esprtt CS 

061 962 7103 



ROUTE FINDER FOR PCW 8000'i 

[ Allows A.B road and motorway routes, multiple \ 

stops and map generation. Send 

SAE to: M FRAMPTON,, 

59 PRINCE OF WALES AVE, SHIRLEY, 

SOUTHAMPTON SOI 4LT 

i 1 

r- 

I 

I 

I 

i 

I 

I 

I 
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PROFIT FROM YOUR PCWI 

Follow our simple plan. Free details: 

MHP PUBLISHING, 

47 HALLOWMOOR ROAD, 

SHEFFIELD S6 4WY 



TERMINATOR PLUS DISCS 

The first PCW virus identification and irradlcatlon i 
program . Don't wa It for data loss! Vaccinate I j 
Send a cheque for £16 to; 

R C SINHA 

27 HOLCOMBE ROAD, 

ILFORD, ESSEX IG1 4XF 

i _j 



DISC CONVERSION 

PCW/IBM/MACINTOSH 

£10 
REMARS071 231 1376 

~DATATRANs"FiR~" 

Between CP/M MS-DOS 
0762333927 

FOR SALE AMSTRAD LQ5000DI 

j Dot matrix printer £300 absolutely brand new still j 

i under guarantee not suitable for my purpose i 

061 787 6501 

061 707 3959 

i . 1 

"zee laptop - 

Hardly used still under guarantee, mains 

i adaptor, case, printer lead £1 70. C Port PCW i 

J Transfer software cable (prints on PCW printer) j 

£20. 32K RAM parallel lead available 

_ .9???. ^M22JE«iter) _ 

" "starIc- uTprInter" " 

| Mint condition, manual, spare ribbon, original [ 

i packaging, less than one hour's use from new. ' 

£120. ! 

PHONE 0934 629525 ASK FOR TONY 

Buyer collects or pays carriage 
i i 

" SOOTPLUSFOR sale" " 

Complete set to Issue 40. Offers? Also some 

software. SAE for list to: 

PO BOX 7, RAMSEY HUNTINGDON, 

CAMBSPE17 2UZ 

i 1 

" VOR SALE? FOR PCw"825d~ ~ 

Database Manager (AT-Last) £15, Cambase 

database (Ser,2) £28. Both new In original 

packaging ond in perfect condition 

J A RICHARDSON 0274 68 1 377 

i i 



SMALL ADS RATES 

Private ads cost £7.50 for up to 30 words. (This 
rate only applies to readers wishing to sell iheir 
own hardware or original software or to pass on 
a message to other 8000 Plus readers] 
All other ads are now classified as Trade 



Advertisements and are charged at £1 per word. 
|Max 30 words). 

8000 Plus reserves the right to refuse any ad 
which is deemed to be a Trade Advertisement 
but which has been paid for as a Private Ad. 

To place an ad Just fill in this application 
form and send it to us with Lhe correct payment. 



We will then place Lhe ad In the next available 
Issue (published 2-7 weeks after we receive your 
order). 

If you wish your address or telephone number 
to be featured In your advert 11 must be includ- 
ed In the grid below [one word per space). 



Order farm Send to: 8000 Plus Small Ads, Future Publishing, Beauford Court, Bath BAl 2AP 



Name 



Address- 



Please place the following advertisement in the next available issue of 8000 Plus 

My advertisement is a Private /Trade* Advertisement and 
1 enclose payment for £ * delete as applicable 



I wish to pay by Cheque/Postal Order /Access/Visa 
Credit card number 



Telephone - 



Credit card expiry date 

Please make cheques and POs payable to Future Publishing Ltd 



10 OPT I OS SUN 

20 e$=CHR$<27):cl$=e$+"E"+e$+"H" 

30 PRINT cl$e$"rSCREEN-BLANKISG PROGRAX"e$"u" : PRINT 

40 PRINT" Do you require a warning that the program is running? 

50 i$="":l$=UPPERS<INKEYS>:IF ISO "Y" AID i$<>"N"THEN 50 

60 IF i$="I"THEI GOSUB 110: GOSUB 310: GOSUB 300: GOTO 290 

70 PRINT: INPUT" Enter value for minutes between warnings (1-59); 

80 PRINT: INPUT" Enter value for length of warnings (1-59 secs>: 

90 IF VAL(min$Xl OR VAL<ain$>>59 THEN mln$="15" 



The OPTION Rl'Ncni 



<Y/N)" 



" ,rain$ 
1 , sec$ 



Listings 



0730 
093F 
1BC1 
2579 
16A5 
18A8 
26E1 
2385 
1474 



100 IF VAL<sec$Xl OR VAL(sec$>>59 THEN sec$="20" 

110 PRINT cl$"Press a key to blank the screen." 

120 PRINT: PRINT" A further keypress will restore the screen" 

130 PRINT"and return you to BASIC." 

140 IF i$="N"THEN GOSUB 300: RETURN 

150 PRINT: PRINT" A warning will be given every "minS" minutes" 

160 PRINT"and displayed for "sec$" seconds," 

170 GOSUB 300; GOSUB 310 

180 rains=64503! :secs=64504! 

190 POKE mins,0:i$="" 



13F5 
161D 

22BE 
1278 
10D3 
20SE 
15 AC 
09C9 
0B45 
084F 



Line-. 70 and KO preceding this ask for (he timings 



villi messages in ilie user ami ihc values needed to POKE die PCWs interna] clod. 



200 WHILE i$="":i$=INKEY$ 

210 aS=HEXt<PEEK(mins)) 

220 IF a$=ffiin$THEN PRINT CHR$(7)e$"Y, AVarning! ! 

230 VEND: IF i$<>"xq M THEN 290 

240 POKE secs,0:i$="" 



PCV running! !";i$="xq" 



09FF 
0A3C 
2077 
0C37 
0816 



The naming, message is given here. This can be expanded upon if you wish. Nine also die use of HF.XS in line 211) which converts from decimal to hexadecimal. 



250 WHILE i$="": i$=INKEY$ 

260 a$=HEX$ (PEEK (sees) ) 

270 IF a$=sec$THEN PRINT clS: i$="xq" 

280 VEND: IF i$="xq"THEN 190 

290 PRINT cl$e*"l"e$"e";END 

300 VHILE INKEY$=""; VEND: RETURN 

310 PRINT e*"f"e$"0"cl$: RETURN 



0A0E 
0A0D 
1006 
0BD9 
0A99 
113E 
0D98 



HEXS crops, up again but Ihis lime it refers lo the seconds which elapse before ihc message disappears from Ihe screen and btankness returns in prated your PCW. 



SEND LISTINGS 

We don't make up the listings in 8000 Plus. We need you to send us 
programs of general interest. What we are looking for are short pro- 
grams, 50 lines or less, because this means that we can fit more into an 
issue. Longer examples will of course be used, but only if they are 
brain-burstingly brilliant. 

So, if you can wend your way around BASIC and would like to 
see your name printed in 8000 Plus as well as our signatures printed on 
a cheque, send us some lines. 

Along with the listing it seif (replete with REM's please) we 
require the listing to be saved in ASCII form on a disc together with 
documentation saved either as a simple ASCII tile or in Protext format. 



The documentation should include instructions for use and details of 
how the program works. Include a printout of the documentation and a 
stamped addressed padded bag for the return of your disc. Don't forget 
the signed statement confirming that the program is all your own work 
and hasn't been submincd to anyone else. 

Send your work to: Listings, 8000 Plus, Beauford Court, 30 
Monmouth Street, Bath. BAI 2XF. 

We may even consider using the occasional program written in 
other well-known languages such as C or Pascal. These should not be 
too long and should be accompanied by plenty of documentation. Weird 
programs will only usually get printed if they bring out new and won- 
derful facets from the PCW. We would prefer to receive listings which 
have a genuine general interest for our readers. 



8mPW$M$%(fi 



KRJIN 



for all your TEL: 01-567 7313^samedav 

COMPUTER SUPPLIES l DEPA ™ 



MAIL ORDER + EXPORT HOTLINE 01-567 7313 



ALL PRICES 
EXCLUDE VAT 



Official orders welcome from 

PLC. Government & Educational 

establishments. 

ALL PRODUCTS CARRY 

KCS GUARANTEE 



(PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE) 



Post & Packing (UK Only): 
Ribbons 25p each 
Label Paper £3 pet Box 

Ail other items 50p each 
Computer/Printers £7,50 (by courier) 
Please aM VAT to total 
Minimum order £ J 5.00 



\Calters welcome 9.30am-late 



Kavin Computer Supplies Ltd 

toe South Ealing Road 

Ealing London W5 4QL 

Tel: 01 -567 7313 

Fan: 01- 840-4958 

Telex: 947833 GEEWS Dept KCS 

Callers Welcome 9-30-5.30 




YOU ORDER BY 3PM 
WE DESPATCH BY 4PM 
(subject to availability} 



AMSTRAD W0RDPR0CESS0RS 

(Now with FREE one years on-site maintenance) 
PCW 8256 Single Drive/256k Memory/VDU/ 
Keyboard/Dot Matrix Printer £343.50 

PCW 8512 Double Drive/5 12k Memory/VDU/ 
Keyboard/Dot Matrix Printer .£439.50 

PCW 9512 Single Drive/51 2k 
Memory/VDU/Keyboard/Daisywheel Printer £456.95 



PLUS FREE AUTOMATIC SHEET FEEDER WORTH - £79.00 



AUTOMATIC SHEET FEEDER 




For PCW 9512 primer holds up to 30 sheets ol 

paper SPECIAL £69 00 



ANS 20L 

DISK STORAGE BOX 

Box Clever • protect your disks 

with high quality parspax. lockable 
storage bones. Holds 18 3" disks £ cases 

ONLY £6.75 



DOT MATRIX PRINTERS 



These printers can be connected to 
any PCW. 

StarLCtO.. . £139 

NECP2. £269 

Panasonic KXP1 081 £139 

Panasonic KXP1124 (24 pin) £219 

Panasonic KXPitBO £165 

Epson LX800 £173 

Amstrad LQ3500 £209 

Amstrad LQ5000 £295 



PCW 9512 DAISYWHEELS 


Courier 1 

Letter Gothic ton 2 
Thesis PS 
Orator 1 
Mini Gothic 15 

£5.80 eacr 


Recla 10 
Script 12 
Prestige Pica 10 
Prestige Elite 12 



BOOKS 



Hackers Handbook 111 £6.95 

Looking inlo LocoScript 2 £14.95 

15 Hour Word Processing £5.95 

All in One: Mini OHice Prol £11 .95 

Sopercalc Super Book £12.95 

Program Your PCW £8.50 

DTP with AMS.PCW £9.95 

Mallard Basic. Intro £9-95 

Easy into Locoscrip! £t6.32 

Protert. A PCW User Guide £9 95 

Using AMS PCW 9512 £9.95 



ACCESSORIES 



Additional Disk Drive tor 8256:9512 . . ,£115.00 

RS232 Interlace £45 00 

8256 Memory Upgrade POA 

RAMPAC - 512K plug on Memory 
Expansion £114 

3" DISK DRIVE ONLY 
CLEANING KIT E7.50 

GAMES SOFTWARE 

PCW Challenge £10.00 

Cyruss Chess II £12.00 

Time & Magic £11.95 

Clock Chess CP £14.95 

Bridge Player 2000 £15.00 

Oraughis'Checkers , £14.95 

Scrabble Deluxe £17.39 

Tomahawk.... £13.00 

Backgammon CP £14.95 

Sieve Davis Snooker £1 3.50 

Strike Force Harrier £19.95 

Corruption..... £15.65 

RIBBONS 

LOW LOW PRICES 

Ask tor qua nitty discount 

2 4* 

PCW 8256,'8512.1Q3500 £3.39 £3.21 

8290851 2 Carbon £4.26 £4.00 

PCW9512MS £3.39 £3 21 

Minimum at 2 



PAPER & LABELS 

2000 sheets it 1 1 4.5" 1 pi 60gsm £16.27 

1000 sheets 11"* 9 5'2ptOTC £19.82 

2000 sheets 11" x 9.5" tpteOgsm £14.16 

1000 sheets 11" x 9 5" 2pt NCR £23.26 

2000 sheets A4 1pt70gsm Mlcroparf £17.19 

1 000 sheets A4 1 pt 85gsm Micropert £1 1 .49 

Labels 1 Across 2 Across 

2000 3i2"x1m" £8.65' £9 20 

2000 3i 2" X 11s'iB" £11.74 E11.84 

20004"x 1r>8" £9.53* £9.65 

2000 4" x 1.5,ifi" £13.00 £12.72 

'Available m Blue. Yeiio* P<r-K Green iCi extraf 
OTHER SIZES AVAILABLE 



ACOUSTIC HOOD FOR PCW 9512 



Silence thai 

noisy printer with 
our high quality 
printer muffler. 
Up to 80% noise 
reduction. 



Our Price £89.50 
Base for Ihe hood £21.50 




PCW STARTER PACKS 



SAVE ££££s 
• 10 CF2 discs •IANS20L 

Disc box • 1 000 Sheets 

Listing Paper • 3 Piece Dust 

Cover • 3 Printer Ribbons 

• 3" Drive Cleaning Kit 

OUR PRICE £54 ONLY 

Delivery £3 
State if 8 or 9 series 



PCW DESKTOP PUBLISHING 



Micro Design It £39.00 

Fleel St Editor Plus £29.00 

The Database Publisher (software) £19.00 

Database Desktop Publisher [wth MIX Mouse) ,£60 ,00 



STOP PRESS 



DESKTOP PUBLISHING 
13 Fonis. Clip An. Typesetting. 
Cut & Pasta Up, Graphic Design. 

Stop Press (Software only) £29.00 

Stop Press & AMX Mouse £66,70 



3" AMSTRAD DISKS 



T DISKS AMSOFT'MAXELL 
5 10 20 

CF2 £10.82 £20 39 £34 50 

CF2-DD £2000 £39.00£70.00 



DUST COVERS 



PCW 9512 (3 piece) £12.45 

PCW 825678512 (3 piece) £11.45 

PC1640(2piece) £9.50 

PC1512(2pieoe). £8.50 

DM P 2000/3000(3 160 £4.50 

DMP4000 £5.50 

LO3500 £4.50 

Eliminates dust and static with these attractive, 
ty designed dust covers 




KEMPSTON MOUSE 



Mouse wilh Oaalalax and Jeeves software 
and Interface. Daalafax Is the comput- 
erised personal organiser Mouse 
compatible wilh Stop Press. 
Micro Design 



£59.00 



Mini Office 

PROFESSIONAL 

Very successful - many new features 
5 separate programs - Woidprccessor 

• Database • Spreadsheet • Graphics 

• Communications Interactive 

OUH PRICE ONLY £25.95 



COPY HOLDERS 



1^*- 



With 

adjustable arm 

80 column 

£12.75 
132 Column 
£16.95 
Desk Top 
£12.75 



TIOY UP.PROTECT 




-WITH 
MAINS 
FOUR GANG 
SURGE PROTECTOR 



SOFTWARE 



ACCOUNTS 



Sage Popular Accounts £56.00 

Sage Payroll £41 00 

Sage Invoice/Block Control £41.00 

Sage Accounts Plus £88.00 

MAP Integrated £89,00 

Money Manager Plus £33,95 

Tasman Tesword 8000 £16.00 

Tasman Tasprim 8000 £10.00 

Tasman Taspell 8000 £12.00 

Tasman Tas Sign £20.00 

Amor Protexl £35.00 

Newword II..... £42.65 

Locomail 2 £25.00 

Locospell for Loco II £16.00 

Locospell * Locoscripl II £27.00 

Locoscript II £20.00 

Locotont £16,00 

Locofile £25.00 

Locotont 2 £12.00 

Artisoft Supercalc II £42 17 

Newstar Cracker Turbo £33.50 

Al Lasl Plus £25.00 

Dataslorell £27.00 

Sage Retrieve £40.00 

Camsott Cambase It £34,50 

Mastertile 8000 £28.00 

dBase II £45.00 

Linnet V21/V23 Modem { RS232 interface). 

Auiodialing & Answering. Hayes Compatible. 
32 Names store. 

3 Help Menus + Chit-Chal £209.00 

Sage Chit-Chat Software £69.00 

French Mistress Kosm OS £14.50 

German Master Kosmos £14.50 

Spanish Tutor Kosmos.. £14,50 

Italian Tulor Kosmos £1 4.50 

SPECIAL OFFER ON TYPING 
TUTORS 

lansyst Crash Typing £16.95 

lansyst Two Fingers Touchtype Course.. £16.95 

Mass Easy Labelter £23.00 

Rotate £17.35 

Digital Pascal MT+ £39.00 

Digitate Basic .' £39 00 

Prospell £20.00 

Arnor C - £43.70 

Arnor Maxam £43.70 



PART-EXCHANGE 



Thinking of upgrading? 

Why not part-exchange 

your PCW for PC1640, 

PC2086 

or even PC2286. 

Call for latest prices 



LANGFORD 

A page in the company of David Langford 




Langford 



Dangerous 
corners 



One nice thing about being a 
small computer company is 
that, depending upon whom 
you want to impress, you can legiti- 
mately call yourself Chairman, 
Managing Director, Head of 
Programming, Marketing 
Consultant, Chief Buying Executive, 
and indeed every prestigious title not 
currently wanted by the other 
director. The snag is that you — that 
is, I — have to do the work of all 
these functionaries.... 

It was as Buying Executive that 
1 met a fascinating example of real- 
life logical paradox. One gradually 
gels used to the pitfalls of trade price 
lists, such as having to detect by 
telepathy whether the figures include 
VAT (usually not, except sometimes) 
and whether "5'7i discounl for cash 
with order!" applies to cheques (yes, 
but expect irritating delays while Ihe 
cheque is tested for bounciness). The 



new snag came from bulk discounts. 

We wanted CF2 discs. The 
minimum bulk order from a 
company which shall remain name- 
less worked out at over £ 1 00. Which 
was fine until I noticed that when 
you ordered more than £100-worth, 
the price per disc dropped. Great! 1 
did the sums again, using the lower 
figure. Oops. 

Bertrand Russell would have 
loved this. At the price for orders 
less than £100, my discs cost over 
£ 100. and at Ihe price for orders over 
£100. they were only ninety -odd, 
which raised the price to the higher 
rate for orders below £1 00, so.... 

Perimeter paranoia 

A systems analyst would probably 
suggest, after pocketing a huge fee. 
that the neatest solution here would 
be a flat charge of £100 for every 
disc order in that dodgy region 



where the price keeps oscillating. 
Being a cynic, I suspected that the 
vendors might prefer avarice to 
logical elegance, and played safe 
with a blank cheque marked "not 
more than (the higher price)". 

This is how. in the world of 
computers, it can take half an hour 
of head -scratching to make one 
purchase. It also shows aspiring 
programmers how innocent-looking 
rules may lead to dangerous instabil- 
ities. The places to watch for prob- 
lems are at a situation's edges or 
comers; for the disc purchase, me 
awkwardness comes where the price 
per disc veers in a rather ill-defined 
way to the lower rate. 

Glitches often happen at 
extreme edges, at zero and infinity. 
That zero discs cost zero pounds 
isn't a problem. However, as a book 
reviewer 1 often receive parcels of 
SF costing nothing: when 1 flog the 
unwanted rubbish at 50p a copy, my 
percentage profit per volume is 100 
times 50p cjivided by zero, which is 
guaranteed to boggle any business 
records program. Unless, of course, 
some programmer has incorporated 
the tactful message, "Division by 
zero? You can't do that here." 

It wouldn't happen in real 
calculations. Think of this: a 
company, probably mine, makes 
zero profit in 1990. Whatever profil 
or loss it makes in 1991 will, if 
you're fool enough to express the 
change as a percentage, be infinitely 
better or worse than 1990"s. 

Locostripped 

Another example which rather 
embarrassingly comes from real life: 
wearing my Chief Programmer's 
hat. I wrote some software which 
gulped LocoScript files and did 
nameless things with [hem. It was 
only interested in the text, and 
ignored headers, print controls for 
underlining, and so on. 

But one chap's document made 
it seize up completely, leaving me 
baffled until I realised I'd failed to 
consider the extreme case. There 
was no actual text, and my program 
was no good at processing 
LocoScript files containing zero 
words.... After each word, and only 
then, it checked whether it was at 
the end of the file. The cure was to 
have it check before each word, 

(I stilt haven't allowed for 
awkward folk who produce Loco 



documents of infinite length. Once 
someone announces an add-on hard 
disc with infinite capacity. I'll have 
to rethink that program again,) 

Point of no return 

Another time when 1 had lo worry 
about the treacherous corner at Point 
Zero was in doing the astrophysics 
for an SF story. The easiest way to 
work out certain orbits, and the time 
it took before spaceship A collided 
with massive object B, seemed to be 
to simulate everything on the 
computer and let Newton's taws of 
motion and gravity take their course. 
Unfortunately the program tended to 
blow up shortly before printing out 
its graphs of what had happened. 
The gravitational attraction between 
A and B doubles each time the 
distance between them halves. For 
the first rough simulation, I hadn't 
bothered to allow for these objects 
having any size: as their separation 
shrank to zero the acceleration 
soared towards infinity, the figures 
got vaster than the computer's regis- 
ters could comprehend, and the 
program pointed a last accusing error 
message at me as it died. 

Obviously, if one object is little 
and the other a planet, the program 
should stop calculating and simulate 
a loud bang when the separation 
between their centres drops to what- 
ever the planet's radius happens to 
be. Problem solved — or only 
evaded? Suppose there's a tunnel 
right through the world and our 
spacecraft plunges in... does it meet 
awkward infinities at the centre? 

This is interesting. It turns out 
that, as with the disc price list or the 
difference between water at 99 
degrees and 101 degrees, the rules 
change when you cross an invisible 
line. Once below the surface, instead 
of growing by the in verse -square 
law, the force of gravity now 
decreases sedately with distance 
from the planet's centre, and of 
course reaches a neat zero when you 
gel there. Sanity returns. 

Before turning this corner, the 
calculations had overflowed because 
of dodgy approximations and not 
thinking the problem through. Mea 
culpa. When I'd put it right and 
cranked out my distance/time 
graphs, I went around for days being 
smug and calling myself the 
company's Astrophysics Director. 
No one seemed to believe me. • 
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TipOffs 

TTOFFS 

Five pages of ice-cool tips 

LocoScript too hul to handle? CP/M making you sweat? Can't keep 
your cool in BASIC? Don't spend these long summer days getting 
hot under the collar - come to TipofTs, the pages that give you a 
breath of fresh air. Father Peter Goddard gets a cool £30 for taking 
the heat out of a LocoFile problem, and there are further rays of 
sunshine on LocoScript, BASIC, CP/M, Mini Office, Scrabble,., 
Share your knowledge with us! Send your tips to Tipoffs, 30 
Monmouth St, Bath BAl 2XF- it's Freepost, so no sweat. 



Taxins offset 



Just a reminder to anyone who 
uses the lip featured last month 
for addressing envelopes by using 
the [f6| 'Offset' feature and direct 
priming in LocoScript I or 
LocoScript 2. 

After you've finished doing 
envelopes, you should return to 
an offset of zero by pressing [f6] 
and clearing offset or typing in 
- or else all subsequent printing 
will be offset to the right, playing 
havoc with your letter margins 
and paper settings! 

Joe Isaacs, 
Netanya, Israel 



Dastardly plot 



Is it possible to use a PCW 
with a plotter such as those 
used to produce technical 
drawings, blueprints, plans and 
designs etc, via computer aided 
design? I want to do an A level 
project on this use of the PCW. 
Christopher Hill, 
Rochester, Kent 

8000 Plus: Never having used 
one I'm afraid I'll have to 
throw that question open. If 
anyone has used a plotter per- 
haps they could tell us if and 
how it's done? 



Marginally faster 



Here's a reminder of the quickest 
way to set margins in LocoScript 
2. Press |fZ] while editing to 
change the layout or make a new 1 
one. Press [+] to move the left 
hand margin to the right, or [-] to 
the left. 



To jump to the right hand 
margin, press [SPACE]. Then 
press [+1 or [-] to move it right 
or left. 

The [+] and [-) are on either 
side of the space bar on an R256 
or 85 1 2, and on the bottom left of 
the keyboard on a 9512. 

Yvonne Clay pole, 
Matlock, Derbyshire 



Memory man 



Is there a way of expanding my 
memory? I use LocoScript 2, 
LoeoMail and LocoFile and find 
that with data files loaded I am 
running out of available memory. 
Dr Diarmaid MaeCulloch. 
Glasgow 



8000 Plus: Yes. SCA Systems' 
"Rampac" is a small ho.x that 
clamps on the bark of your PCW 
(no wiring or soldering, just stick 
it on} and gives you an extra 
5 12K of memory. It worked fine 
with LocoFile el at when we 
tested a mode! and it costs 
£113.85 including VAT from SCA 
on 0903 700288.. 



Top drawer filing 



The solution to R J Wheeler's 
LocoFile problem of getting all, or 
a selection of, LocoFile records 
into a single document, is just the 
creation of a simple loop instruc- 
tion. This is the perfect way of 
making list', from LocoFile. saving 
them as an ordinary LocoScript 
document, and can he used for per- 
sonal organiser lists etc. 

Create a master document of 
the paper size that you want to 
print on and call it, for example, 
L1STMSTR. (You can have a title 
for the first page and/or headers/ 
footers etc. as for a normal docu- 
ment). Then type the following for- 
mula, or equivalent, as text. 

The example given will list 
people's surname, addresses and 
telephone numbers, by order of 
surname. It can be easily changed 
to select the particular item names 
that are in the LocoFile you wish 
to sort or print. You don't enter 
any spaces in the following 
routine except where it says 
ISPACE] - they're just here to 
make it easier to read. 

(+Mail) $="sumame" (-Mail) 

[RETURN1 

(+Mail) % (+Mail) Title (-Mail) 

(SPACE) (+Mail) First_name 

(-Mail) |SPACE1 (+Mail) Surname 

(-Mail) , [RETURN] 

(+Mail) Address (-Mail) 

| RETURN! (+Mail) Telephone 

(-Mail) IRETURNI [RETURN] 

(+Mail) $+ (-Mail) "{©Surname 

(-Mail) [RETURN] 



Remember to check that you have 
an equal number of (+Mail)s and 
(-Mail)s or the process won't work! 
Also for mail merge. item_names" 
must be whole names. If, for exam- 
ple as above, you have called an 
item 'First name' in LocoFile, it 
must be entered as 'First_name*. 

The $="" contains the 
item_name by which order you 
would like the information sorted. 
This name must exist as an Index 
in LocoFile. If this line is omitted, 
or left blank, the information is 
sorted by record number. 

The % sign tells Mail Merge 
to repeat the program contained 
between the next pair of " marks 
until the 'item' named at the end, 
after @, has been exhausted. 

The number of [RETURN] 
s in the next to last line sets the 
amount of space you want between 
each item in the finished listing, 
(You could put [ALT] [RETURN] 
here if you want items separated 
by a page.) 

The $+ tells the program to 
keep the next address etc. on the 
same document. Normally this will 
be the same page, and in this way 
you can sort or print as many items 
as you want per page as the paper 
type will allow. 

Remember when creating the 
document (Document setup, [fl |) 
to ensure that under [f5] 'Page' 
you select 'Page break control* to 
'Do not break paragraphs'. This 
ensures that addresses will not run 
over a page end. 

USING THE ROUTINE: When 
you have typed the loop instruc- 



tion, save the document as a Master. 

Then from the disc manager, 
put the cursor over this document 
and press M for 'Merge'. 

On being asked the data docu- 
ment you wish to use, move the 
highlight over the appropriate 
LocoFile file and [ENTER]. 

Check the two documents are 
the ones you wish to merge and that 
"Manual' is selected. [ENTER] 
again and the document is created 
on screen. 

When the sort is completed you 
are offered options to print, save 
etc. as usual. If you 'save' then you 
can give a name and your document 
has been created. 

A simple little routine, but a 
very useful one. 

Peter Goddard, 
Faversham, Kent 



8000 Plus: Thanks for a neat solu- 
tion to the problem. 

This is much, much more use- 
ful than I thought last month: if you 
want to transfer your LocoFile data 
file to another database - 
Masterfile, for example - you can 
use the above to make up a docu- 
ment containing your name and 
address list, or whatever it is, 
make an ASCII file of it, and import 
thai into Masterfile. See this 
month's Masterfile feature on 
export and import. 

It also enables you, with a bit 
of LoeoMail selection, to make 
selective lists from your LoeoMail 
or LocoFile data: a document con- 
taining names and addresses of just 
your local customers, or just the 
members of your club who haven't 
paid their subs. 
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Suppose you want lo extract the informaiion 
stored under 'surname', 'title' etc. from your 
LoeoMail or LocoFile data file. This routine, 
when merged with the data file... 



...produces this result. This file, with a bit of 
tweaking, can be imponed into Masterfile - 
see the Masterfile tutorial this month for 
more details. 
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Tipoffs 



It drives me B. 



I have learnl from Tipoffs thai I can 
gel rid of the 'Drive is A:' message 
that appears at the bottom right of 
the screen of my 95 1 2 or 8256 by 
typing [EXIT] then Oat the A> 
prompt in CP/M. This works even 
if 1 then go into Pretext. 

But how can I include this 
command in my PROFILE.SUB? 
Marjorie Baker, Swansea 
8000 Plus: PIP is what you want. 
because it can create text files (eg 
PROFILE.SUB) which include 
keypresses like [EXITj. 

Run up CP.'M as usual and 
with the CP/M copy disc in the 
drive type PIP [RETURN]. At the 
* prompt, insert your Protext 



startup disc. Now type 
A:PROFILE.SUB=CON: 
[RETURN! 
and type 

[EXlTjO IRETURNI [ALT! J 
(nothing appears to happen: don't 
worry) and carry on with the 
usual lines of your PROFILE.SUB 
file, except that as well as a 
IRETURNI 1' the end of each line, 
type [ALTj J. For example: 
PROTEXT [RETURN! [ALT] J 
To finish, rype [ALTjZand the 
PROFILE.SUB will be written to 
disc. If you make a mistake, don't 
use the [DEL] keys, but press 
[CAN J. The cursor moves back 
and you can overwrite your error. 
When you start up from this disc, 
the 'Drive is A:' message will be 
blanked out. 



PIPped at the post 



[ want to use PIP's archiving fea- 
ture, which copies all files that 
have been altered since PIP last 
did any copying, to copy files from 
my B drive to the A drive in all 
groups. 1 have tried the command 
PIP A:=B:*,*[Ao| to copy files in 
group but it doesn't seem to 
work. Why? 

WJ Jukes, 
Rugeley, Staffs 
8009 Plus: Basically because 
you're typing a small letter o 
instead of a zero. For those who 
aren't acquainted with PIP's many 
options, here's a quick guide with 
some examples. These illustrate 
copying from the A to M drive, 
though obviously you can do it 
from anv drive to anv other: 
PIPM:=A:*,*[A[ 
copies only those files that have 
been edited or otherwise changed 
since you last issued this command 
- very useful for keeping backup 



copies and clearly much quicker 
than copying all the files regard- 
less 

PIP M:=A:*.*[CJ 
tells you the name of each file in 
turn and asks you to press Y if you 
want it copied and N if you don 't - 
very handy if you only want to 
copy a selection affiles. [STOPj 
stops the copying, 
PIP M:[G5j=A:*.*[G5J 
copies all files in CP/M user area 
5 (LocoScript group 5) to group 5 
of the M drive 
PtPM:=A:*.*[R[ 
copies all files including system 
files (e.g. the LocoScript program 
files) 

PlPM:=A:*.*[Uj 
copies the files and converts them 
alt into upper case I LIKE THIS) 
These can be combined, so that for 
example 

PIP M:[G3I=A: **[ACG5[ 
copies group 3 files changed since 
the last use of PIP on them, and 
asking you to confirm each 
exchange. 



Game for more tips 



Some lips for the Batman game: 

1 . Get backpack, bag, boots and 
belt first. 

2. In the room with the two skin- 
heads, go to the bottom right and 
walk into it. This will allow you 
access to the main part of the maze. 

3. In the room with the batpart 
which is got to through the room 
with two walls and two henchmen, 
simply jump up at the underside of 
ihe block near the door. There is no 
need to try and jump the stairs. 

4. To see if there is a room above 
you. pile everything in ihe room 
and jump off the top. If there is a 
spring then put ii on top. If there is 
a lift, pui everything in the lift. 

5. If you die immediately you walk 
in a room then you get an extra 
"dog's life" at the end. 



And some for Time and Magic: 

1 . In Price of Magic, smash mirror 
and rub the Eyebright flower 
(found outside) in your eyes to see 
in the dark, 

2. In Zone One of Lords of Time, 
gel everything you can find: the 
rucksack lets you carry more. 

3. Chop down the willow with the 
axe in Lords of Time (Zone One) to 
get the diamond teardrop. Give 
looking glass to thing across the 
stream to get magnet and use thai 
to get keys from under the shed. 
Use them to open shed and gel axe. 

4. Dropping the mirror in the cave 
in Lords of Time gets you past the 
cavemen. Give leaves to Bronto. 

5. Throw the net over the gladiator 
in the ring. 

6. And, as in any adventure game, 
map all the time! 

Mark Titchener, 
Dorset 



Good position 



Users of LocoMail (which means 
all 95 1 2 owners) can make their 
letters position the date and ihe 
recipient's name and address in the 
right place automatically. 

Create a document called 
say LETTER.STD as shown 
below putting the 'address', 'date' 
and 'name' slots in the right places 
for your paper. To create a letter, 
put the cursor over LETTER.STD 
and press F for 'Fill', You're 



prompted for the name, address 
and date, which are slotted in the 
righl place for you. When the 
menu shows up, select E for "Edit 
result* and continue writing the 
letter. You can save the result 
under a name of your choice 
when you finish editing and 
press [EXIT]. 

A similar approach is very 
useful for forms where a lot of 
information has to be entered in 
specific places. 

Richard Churchill, 
Taunton, 



Bath and Bristol Cavy Clubt 1 
15 Pars lea Lane, Bath BA2 9RDf 
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fhanfc nciij for your enquiry about the society. Meetings Are held every 
second Tuesday evening in the tionth in the top roon at the Black Pig Inn, 



second Tuesday evening 
Suill St, I:. . i. F . . . ■ 



By fill ittg this letter, you'll be prompted for the title, name and address and it'll be 

put in the right place for you. Also, the 'Dear...' line will be filled in for you 

with the title and surname you gave earlier 



MOPping up 



1 have a database in Mini Office 
that is getting very big (600 plus 
name and addresses) and hence 
slow. 1 want to transfer it to 
Masterfile. which is quicker and 
more powerful. How can I do it? 

Hilary Nurse, 
West Heath, Birmingham 

m00 Plus: If you have Mini 
Office Professional Plus ("Mini 
Office II" ) simply save the file as 
ASCII fin the Load/Save menu, 
cursor down to 'file format' and 
press [ENTER j to get ASCII up. 
then save as usual). Say the result 
is called FILE.ASC. 

If you have the old version of 
Mini Office (with only two master 
discs instead of three) then here is 
what to do, Create a mail merge 
file in Mini Office from your 
database and save, then reset with 
[SHIFTj[EXTRA[[EXlT} and 
insert your LocoScript start of day 
disc. Reinsert your Mini Office 
data disc and press [f7j ([flj in 
LocoScript 1 ). All your Mini Office 
files are there neatly listed in 
group 0. 

Create a new document in a 
suitable group and open it for edit 



ing. From [flj (jJ7[ in LocoScript 
I) select 'Insert text' and on the 
prompt select the mail merge file. 
You will see the database neatly 
insert itself into your new docu- 
ment with (RETURN)s separating 
all the fields. 

Edit the Mini Office hea 
ding text away at the top so that 
the first line is the first line of 
information that would appear in 
the database. Now save the docu- 
ment and from the disc manager 
select 'Make ASCII file' from [flj 
(If?} in LocoScript I) giving a 
suitable name such as FILE.ASC 
and putting the result in group 0, 
Select the 'simple text' option. 
This is the file to import into 
Masterfile. 

Then run up Masterfile and 
make a database with at least the 
same number of fields as the Mini 
Office database. If you have say 
20 fields in the Masteiftle 
database and 15 in the Mini 
Office one, make the first 15 in 
Masterfile identical with the first 
15 in Mini Office. Then go to 
Load/Save and press I for import, 
giving the number of fields in the 
Mini Office database and the 
name of Ihe file such as 
FILE.ASC. 



Game with bugs 



MAIL232 al Ihe A>, all I got was 
MAIL232? How can I locate the 
bacteria? 

Hamlsh Davidson, 
Bromley. Kent 



In Tipoffs in May you described 
the 'Game of Life' hidden on Ihe 
LocoScript master disc. 

Unfortunately when I inserted 8000 Plus: Use your LocoScript 
my LocoScript 2.26 disc and typed 1 disc, not your LocoScript 2 disc. 
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Tipoffs 



Psion of the times 



For transferring files; from the 
PCW to the AgendA and vice 
versa, MAIL232 (on the CP/M 
disc on the PCW95 1 2 or the 
LoeoScript I disc on an 8512 or 
8256) is the best bel. It avoids use 
ofSETSIOandofPIP. 

Run up CP/M and at the A> 
prompt insen the appropriate 
MAIL232 disc and type MAIL232 
[RETURN |. |fl] allows you to set 
the baud rate - thus avoiding SET- 
SIO - and 2400 for transmit and 
receive is a good option. 1 have set 
the Psion to these as default. Set 
[f3] to SEND, type in the filename, 
set the Psion comms to receive file 
name and press [ENTER] on the 
PCW. At the end of file, the cursor 
will reappear at the bottom left 
corner of the screen indicating suc- 



cessful transfer. Press 
[CLEAR/ONI on the Psion and 
there you are. 

To transfer from the Psion set 
[O] to 'receive file', set the Psion 
to transfer required, press 
[ENTER) on the PCW and 
|EXE| on the Psion. The Psion 
beeps at the end of the transfer. 
Press [ALTHSTOP] and the 
transfer is complete. 

Derek Madge, Exeter, Devon 

8000 Plus: Just a reminder that 
you change the baud rate options 
with (ALT! V. 

MAIL232 is a very under- 
rated little utility, especially as it 
dimes free and with a hidden 
game - see Tipoffs last May. 
Incidentally, the instructions on 
how to use it are not in the CP/M 
handbook . hut in the manual that 
comes with the RS2M interface. 
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MA1L232 is an underrated tool for transferring files to another computer such as the 
AgendA or a Pocket PC. No need for SETSIO or PIP! 



Basic questions 



1. How do you get a 
PROFILE.SUB file to load BASIC 
and then run a BASIC program? 

2. What memory' addresses are 
used to store the current printer 
position? Can they he poked in 
BASIC so I can advance the paper 
to the desired position? 

3. How do 1 change print quality in 
BASIC from draft to high print 
quality and vice versa? 

4. Pressing [EXTRA] (PTR[ gives 
a image of the screen - a "screen 
dump". Is there any way of getting 
this done by a BASIC program, by 
calling or poking some address? 

M Whalley, 

Warrington, Cheshire, 

and John McNaughton, 

Bexhill, E Sussex 

SOOOPlus: l.To load BASIC and 
then immediately run the program 
SPLAT.BAS sav. the line BASIC 



SPLAT should be in your PRO- 
FILE.SUB file. Typing this directly 
at the A> achieves the same effect. 

2. The best you can do is find out 
how far across the print head has 
gone - 1 don't think the number of 
lines travelled vertically is 
counted anywhere. But you don't 
need any poking. The command 
Y=LPQS(X) makes Y equal to the 
current position of the printer 
head. If it's at the extreme left it is 
I: at the extreme right it is 90. 
(Y=POS(X) is similar for the 
screen position). You can then use 
LPRINT SPC(Y-l) to go to that 
position. 

3. This routine should help volt: 
10 LPRINT "This is draft" 

20 LPRINT CHR$(27)+"ml " 
30 LPRINT "This is high quality" 
40 LPRINT CHRS(27)+"m0" 
50 LPRINT "This is draft again" 
(Of course it won't have any effect 
onaPCmsn.) 

4. Sorry, don't know this one 
either -I'm asking for help a gain I 



Phantom printer 



My printer prints on LocoScript 
but not with CP/M, just showing 
'No printer' when I press [PTRJ. 
Why? 

Mrs Pamela McDonald, 
Huddersfield 



8000 Plus: Check the other 
obvious' things like connections 
at the back, and make a new copy 
ofCPIM (it's possible from our 
experience that a corrupted disc 
won't recognise the printer). 
Finally try putting the cursor over 
the message 'No printer' and 
pressing /+/. 



Pin money 



1 seem to be having a little diffi- 
culty with my printer - at a guess, 
misfiring pins in the printer head. 
My computer is outside the period 
of guarantee. How can I clean the 
pins? 

Kenneth ,) Dickson, 
Edinburgh 

8000 Plus: If your printer were 
still under guarantee I'd say take 
it back and change it. but as it 
isn't, you may as well hare a go 
at fixing the dodgy pin (you 
guessed correctly). Here's the 
general procedure for fixing a 
printer that is misfiring. 

The first solution is to adjust 
the pressure of the printer head. 
Lift off the black plate with 
'Amstrad' on it and find the red 
or blue plastic knob at the right 
hand side. Adjust the pressure 
setting until the tops and 
bottoms reappear. 

If your tops and bottoms are 
still faint try printing a wordy 
document with the printer rib- 
bon removed on a sheet of paper 
which has vertical stripes of 
WD40 one inch thick on it. 
The print head picks up WD40 
from the stripes and deposits 
the grime off the head onto the 
bits in between. 

You can try applying WD40 
direct to the printer head to clean 
it. The printer head ran he easily 
removed by gently prising off the 
metal retaining plate lying over 
the flat ribbon cable behind the 
head assembly. The head is then 
slipped away from the roller and 
lifted out. Spray on the WD40. 
wipe off the excess with a tissue 
and if a good dousing of the print 
head with WD40 only resuscitates 
your printer for a short while, the 
only real remedy may well be to 
clean the pins on the printer them- 
selves. Be warned, this is not easy 
and could take a few hours if you 



get your pins mixed up, so don't 
do it unless your printer really is 
getting ropey! 

With the print head still teth- 
ered to the printer by its copper 
braid , lake a small crosshead 
watchmaker's screwdriver (if you 
can't borrow one, they cost 
around £5) and remove the four 
tiny bolts from the printing side of 
the head. Keeping the metal 
striker pan of the print head 
uppermost (black plastic and 
printing face downwards) care- 
fully ease the metal striker part 
away from the black plastic hous- 
ing holding the pins. Put the black 
plastic piece on the table with the 
printing face downwards. 

Note the position of the pin 
tails on a circular diagram - this 
is essential. It's vital to keep the 
pins in exactly the same order as 
you removed them. They all have 
different shaped tails though this 
isn't obvious until after you've 
removed them. With a pair of eye- 
brow tweezers, carefully withdraw 
the pins and lay them on a circle. 
Remove the return leaf springs 
ring. It has a small protrusion 
which slots into a matching slot 
on the plastic case so you can't 
put it hack in the wrong position. 
Beneath the leaf springs ring, 
there's another packer ring which 
exactly matches the leaf springs 
ring. Beneath that is a fibre 
washer to stop dust. 

Douse the plastic printing 
head and particularly the fine 
slots in which the pins slide 
with lots of WD 40 - old printers 
will have an amazing amount of 
muck there. 

Reassembly is the reverse 
procedure. The whole procedure 
can take as little as thirty minutes 
(so long as you don't lose any of 
the pins!). For testing, printing in 
draft makes it easy to see which 
pin is playing up, and after clean- 
ing, printing a few pages in NLQ 
without the ribbon in place will 
work off excess solvent. 
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If your printer is doing this and is out of guarantee, you'] 
have to pin your hopes on fixing it yourself 
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HEM CUPS « FONTS: 60 CLIPS A l£ FONTS 

Hfj£ DESKTOP MAGIC CLIP ART AND BORDER DESIGNS 

I 4lL iJTCEPl T«E OESaTCjP FVftUSMIA GV 

ifcl CLIP *■«.- 

hd3 image kit: 44 larger illustration s 

hw poster kit : larger cut and paste lettereng. 

hqipage; magic: 7dgraphlcs>sports figures 

ojGitized pictures and frames. 

h06 cartoon fun: s5 cartoons 

hq7 picture sox: a selection of graphics ano 

lettering converted from our pc range 

cup pac k a se lection of 280 raphlcs prom hd i & 

hd2 in grf format for the desktop publisher 

Ail D&KS ARE F 13.58 EACH MC RiSA&E 'SP£C/FY 
WtiJCHOTP SOFTWARE YOUAREMSiUG WHIM 

Kb <* HUrt mf tt "i I -n <ji a i.ym % i -n m ,% >,£ a MfH H WNf w KIW H6W 

HO SAMPLER OrSK : 77 GRAPHICS SELECTED FROM 
DLJR RANGE OP ACCESSORIES . SPECIAL PRICE CS S5 




AVAILABLE FOR MICRODESlGNII: STOP PRESS NEWSDESK INTERNATIONAL: THE DESKTOP PUBLISHER 
WRITE OR PHONE FOROUfi FREE INFORMATION SHEET TELEPHONE ORDERS WELCOME 
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HD DESIGN 

>THORN WAV, GOLDSWORTH PM 
JKING, SURREY GU21 3QN 

04867-81394 



3 ROUNDTHORN WAV. GOLDSWORTH PAHK. 
WOKING, SURREY GU21 30N 



VISA 



PCW PUBLIC DOMAIN 

FROM £1.65 PUR VOLUME 



The Best of the Public Domain 

A huge range of excellent and tested P.D. software for every 

purpose. Languages, utilities, databases, games, text editors 

and much more. Fully documented. 

Installing CP/M Software 

The definitive guide to software installation on CP/M 

machines. Comes with all necessary software. 

£5.00 on your disc. Only £8.00 on ours. 

Format Translation and Disc Salvage 

We probably offer the cheapest and best service there is. 

All prices include VAT and postage 

For FREE catalogue, please send a S.A.E. to 



PCW Software Library 

11, Older Way, Angmering, 

Sussex, BN16 4HQ. 





ISIT OUR NEW SHOP I] 

HERTFORDSHIRE 

: OR AMSTRAD PC's & PCVV's 

* Software + Paper * Labels + Cards * 

Ribbons * Books * Thingi's + Discs * Disc 

Boxes + Screen Filters + Data Switch Boxes 

* Printer Stands -s- etc., etc. 

AGENTS FOR LOCO 2 CORRESPONDENCE COURSE 



RMJISTKRKl) WIS TRAD DKALKR 



E.M. SYSTEMS 

61 Norton Way North, Letchworth, Herts 
Tel: (0462) 480972 Fax: (0462) 481046 

ACCESS AND VISA WELCOME 



■HESSE 

First class results achieved, by sending your 

Black fabric printer ribbons to us for re-inking 

at a fraction of the original cost 

OOOOOCKX)OOCKX>OOOCX300C030 

° Summer offer £1.40 each ° 

oooooocxoooooaoooocKoooooo 

For a quick return service 
Post with payment to: 

RIBBON RE-INK 

4, Rayer Road, Tiverton, Devon, EX1 6 4EE 
Tel. (0884) 257879 or 259411 
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TOOLKIT 
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PCW-ToolKit has long been the leading disc recovery tool 
available tor the PCW, Specially designed, it makes full use 
of the PCW's screen and keyboard to allow anyone to 
recover damaged discs and lost data easily. 

Now, Version 2 is available! Both the program and the 
manual have been improved to make recovering all of the 
most common types of damage even easier. 

Would you wait for a fire before buying an extinguisher? Of 
course not! Buy ToolKit now, and discover what it can do 
before you next get that "Missing Address Mark"! 

PC W-ToolKit still costs just £24.95 
How much is YOUR data worth? 



Other Disc Utilities ; 

MFU - Use other CP/M formats, PC and BBC discs on the PCW! £49,95 

2in1 - Transfer files and discs easily between your PCW and PCs! £49.95 

External Disc Drives - NEW LOW PRICE! ONLY £99.95 

3.5" Drive "B' with built-in Power Supply. Complete with simple-to-fit cable for 
PCW8256/95 12 and full instructions. Works with all software. 



Please write or phone for further details and our full catalogue of PCW Software and Disk Drives. 
All prices shown inc/mfc V.A.T. and delivery within the U.K. Foreign enquiriesare welcome. B&Obi 
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COMPUT I NG 

Strathclyde Business Centre 
Clyde Street 
CLYDEBANK G81 1PF 
„ Tel. 041 - 941 - 3120 



The magazine 

you con 





In Classic CD you don't just 
read about the best new ^ 
classical music recordings - 
you listen to them too. 

Every issue comes with a 
full-length compact disc 

featuring the pick of the 
latest releases: 70 minutes 
of outstanding music from 
the world's best performers. 

It adds up to a remarkable 
package which will enrich 
your enjoyment of classical 
music and help you make 
the right choices as you 
build your CD collection. 

Magazine + CD 

only £2.95! . 

Classic 

The new approach 
to classical music 
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YOU CAN LISTE 



ISiUt i JU1Y 1990 £2.95 f ^"" ^ "BP^^ 

assic CD 



Daniel 
Barenboim 

Four decades 
at the top 



OVER 60 XKtt 

RECORDINGS 

REVIEWED 

WD RATED 



CD every month 
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Authenticity goes to church 







Tipoffs 



The Loco File 



The two- file editing setup as 
suggested by the Rev, Komor in 
March's Tipoffs provides the 
useful basis for a free text database 
in which to store quotes, notes 
and other variable- length data. 
Since LocoFile can match a 
string anywhere within its records 
- it isn't restricted to serachmg 
within a specified field as are 
many other databases - retrieval 
is simple. Just one key word or 
phrase can be sufficient to locate 
a lengthy quotation. However, 
the FIND facility within 
LocoFile is limited to one match 
per record and so where there are 
several occurrences of the search 
string it may be worthwhile to 
extract lengthy notes and use 
LocoScript's normal FIND to root 
them all out. 

Data entry in LocoFile, even 
on M, can be a very tedious busi- 
ness when entries run to more than 



a sentence or two. It is far quicker, 
and less frustrating, to type 
lengthy items either into a 
LocoScript file which can be 
saved to a block and pasted in, or 
into a LocoMail file and entered 
using LocoFile 's insert data facil- 
ity under [fl]. 

The LocoMail setup for this 
is very simple: a listing of all the 
LocoMail item names, each fol- 
lowed by a [RETURN) or other 
separator, the final name ending 
with a new page ([ALT] 
[RETURN]) or UNIT. For 
instance, if the final layout for a 
LocoFile free-text record card is 
Subject (1 line) Reference (1 line) 
Text (60 lines) then the setup for 
the LocoMail file must be Subject 
(RETURN] Reference [RETURN] 
Text [ALT] [RETURN] 
Remember that colons will con- 
fuse LocoMail and that you 
should enter the appropriate sepa- 
rator for empty fields. 

Mary Warren, 
Stroud, Gloucs 



Ms MOP 



Mini Office's very useful spread- 
sheet program is supposed to have 
a maximum of 255 rows or 
columns per spreadsheet. 

Actually the practical 
maximum seems to be just under 
half of this figure at 1 22. 
However, the default is set at 
100 and with each insertion the 
number increases until a maxi- 
mum of 1 22 is reached, when the 
system locks in both directions: 
you can add rows or columns but 
not insert them. 

The solution is simple: this is 
what to do. Change the setting in 
'Alter spreadsheet' back to 100 
(or whatever value you wish, just 
as long as it's greater than the 
number in use). 

The system is freed and the 
additional lines or columns can be 
inserted. 

Mary Warren, 
Stroud, Gloucs 



Both sides now 



Here's the simplest way of 
printing on both sides of your 
continuous stationery while still 
preserving the page numbers. It 
involves two print runs and gives 
you two copies of the manuscript, 
of course. 

When inserting allow a lead 
run of two blank sheets, then print 
the document. Remove and turn 
over, re- insert and leave just one 
sheet blank The result should be 
like this: 

Sheet A blank/blank 

Sheet B blank/pl 

Sheet C pl/p2 

Sheet D p2/p3 and so on. 

Taking sheets C, E. G etc. 
will give a perfectly paginated set. 
Sheets B, D, F etc. will be cor- 
rectly paged, but with odd pages 
on the left - good enough for most 
purposes 1 

W Lampard, 
Radlett, Herts 



Loads of sheets 



I am being driven crazy by a 
problem in the otherwise excel- 
lent Protext with my PCW9512 
and sheet feeder. When I change 
the ruler line in a document, the 
header on the second and subse- 
quent pages is thrown drasti- 
cally to the right. Why? 

Steve Evans, 
Halesowen, West Midlands 

8000 Plus: Despite a few trials 
I couldn't get this problem (with 
Protext v2.23). It could be a 
bug in your version (ring Arnor 
on 0733 68909) or maybe 
you've done something funny in 
the stored commands. Any 
thoughts, anyone? 



Do you copy 



The use of handwriting (pencil) 
carbon paper, rather than 
typists 's carbon, gives good 
sharp copies with a dot 
matrix printer. 

Mary Warren, 
Stroud, Gloucs 



Sdrawkcab rekciuq 



In LocoScript, if you want to 
cut text from a long document 
by marking out a block and 
using [CUT], it's quickest if you 
do it backwards. 

Mark Titchener, 
Wimborne, Dorset 



Catching BAS 



In BASIC if you save a program 
the extension BAS is assumed: if 
you type SAVE "SAM 
[RETURN] then you end up with 
SAM.BAS on the disc. This can 
be changed by the following 
commands: 
POKE 7542,n 
POKE 7543,n 
POKE 7544,n 

where n is 65 if you want A, 66 
for B and so on. So, if you 
wanted to make every program 
be saved with the extension ZAP 
you'd have the three commands: 
POKE 7542,90 
POKE 7543.65 
POKE 7544,80 

Mark Titchener, Dorset 



Flipping game 



Scrabble is one of the best games 
on the PCW and the implementa- 
tion is very good, but... 

Is there a way of leaving 
Scrabble with [SHIFT] [EXTRA] 
[EXIT] instead of having to turn 
the machine off and on again? 

Further, can I get Flipper to 
work with Scrabble? It seems to 
ignore [SHIFT] [EXTRA] [EXIT1 
so won't 'flip'. I'd like this so 1 
can flip out of Scrabble back to a 
spreadsheet in CP/M when my 
boss comes! 

And why does it insist on 
telling me what it's thinking even 
though 1 told it not to? 

Dave Rogers, 
Shrewsbury 



8000 Plus: Yes. vou can get 
[SHlFTj (EXTRA! [EXITj to work, 
but it's a bit hit and miss. 

In Scrabble, select option I to 
quit a game and print it. Put a 
piece of paper into the printer. 
When the printer status line conies 
up at the bottom it 're-enables the 
interrupts', which in plain English 
means that [SHIFT) [EXTRA} 
[EXIT] works again. Now you can 
reset the machine as usual. 

If you've set Flipper up to run 
two CPlMs you can now flip out of 
Scrabble. But don't blame me if. 
when you try to flip back to 
Scrabble from Flipper, yon get a 
continuous beep! 

The thinking business is a bug 
in Scrabble which, unfortunately, 
we're stuck with. Can any hackers 
out there help us? 
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FLAYER: SHARON 

LEVEL; 1 SCORE; 138 
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If you're being beaten heavily at Scrabble, here's how to flip oil! of the game.. 
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COMPUTACCOUNT (UK) LTD 

11 HIGH STREET, 
HARBORNE, 
BIRMINGHAM B17 9NT 
TEL: 021-428 1111 



AMSTRAD SYSTEMS 



PCW SYSTEMS 

Full feature Word-processing systems at 
remarkably low prices. 

Amstrad PCW 8256 £365.00 

Amstrad PCW 8512 .£469.00 

Amstrad PCW 9512 with DWP . . .£479.00 



PPC SYSTEMS 

Fully portable IBM Compatible light weight 

systems - incredible Value! 

PPC 512 Single Dr Portable .....£399.00 


PPC 512 Dual Dr Portable 


....£529.00 


PPC 640 Single Dr + Modem 
PPC 640 Dual Dr + Modem 


£479.00 
...£599.00 



WOHDPROCESSING SOFTWARE 

Pretext Ver 2.2 £52 13 

Protext Office £30.39 

Pocket Protext Ver 2.08 £34.74 

Prospell £26 04 

Mini Office Professional/Price . .£34.74 

Loco-Script II Ver 2.16 £23.65 

LocoScript/LocoSpell £33,38 

LocoMail II £28.00 

LocoSpell II £19.30 

LocoFont £17,35 

LocooFom II £13.00 

TaswordSOOO £21.70 



SPREADSHEET/ACCOUNTS SOFTWARE 

Supercalc II £60.83 

Scratch Pad Plus £22 00 

Compact Accounts £169 00 

Compact Accounts Plus £215.00 

Compact Nominal Ledger £6086 

Compact Nominal Ledger/Fin. Reporter. .£43, 47 

Compact Payroll £66.95 

Compact Purchase Ledger £60.86 

Compact Sales Ledger £61.00 

Compsott Integrated Accounts £129.00 

MAP Integrated Accounts £125.00 

MAP Nominal Ledger E60.00 

MAP Payroll £60.00 

MAP Purchase Ledger £60.00 

MAP Sales Ledger £60.00 

Minerva First Calc £26.04 

Cracker ll Turbo £42.61 

Sage Popular Accounts £67 00 

Sage Popular Accounts Plus £130.00 

Sage Popular Payroll £61.00 

Sage Popular Invoicing £61 00 

DATABASE SOFTWARE 

dBase II £86.91 

Masterfile II £26.04 

Protext Filer , £21.70 

Cardboard Box Plus £99.00 

Masterfile 8000 £43.43 

LocoFile £28 00 

First Base £26.04 

Sage Popular Retrieve £60.86 

Cambase £60.00 



ART/DTP SOFTWARE 

Stop Press Ver 2.3 £43.47 

Desktop Publisher £26.04 

Desktop Publisher & Mouse £69.52 

Fleet Street Editor Plus Ver 1.0 £47.35 

Fleet Street Publisher Laser Jet £20.00 

DR Draw £43.43 

Master pack £69.52 

Master Paint £17.35 

Master Scan £60.83 



PROGRAM LANGUAGES 

Amor C £43.43 

CBasic Compiler E44.00 

Pascal MT + £44.00 

Aztec C £69.52 

Lisp £43.43 

Modular2 £47.78 

Nevada Cobol £43.43 

Pascal 80 £43.43 

Z Basic £60.83 



COMMS SOFTWARE 

Sage Popular Chit-Chat 

Sage Chit-Chat Comms Pack . 

Sage Chit-Chat E Mail 

Comms Plus 

Dial Up Personal V2.24 



..£87.00 
.£225.00 
..£61.00 
..£75.00 
..£78.22 



MISCELLANEOUS SOFTWARE 

Locomotive 9-pin Printer Driver £17.35 

Locomotive 24-pin Printer Driver £21.70 

MAXIM II £43.43 

Condor I £86.91 

Nucleus , £87.00 

Nucleus Interfacer £86.95 

Pocket Reportstar £43.43 

Pocket Supersort ....£43.43 

Devpac 80 £43.43 

M.A.S.S. Easy Labeller £29.95 

LernLoco £14.74 

LernLoco 2 £21.69 

TasSign £26.04 

TasPrint 8000 £13.70 



ACCESSORIES ANO CONSUMABLES 
Primer Ribbons 8:56(9512 £4.25 

Punier Ribbons PCW 9512 |0>g) £3.35 

PS Thesias Printwbeel £5.95 

Courier 10 Printwheel £5.95 

Prestige P«a 10 Pnmwheei £5.95 

Recta 10 Prmlwheal £5.95 

Orator 10 Printwheel £5.95 

Letter Gomic 1WI2 Pwnaal £5.95 

Prestige Elite i! P'wheei £5.95 

Script IS Pnnlwheel £5.95 

Mini Gothic 15 Prinlwheel £5.95 

CF-2 Dismiss 3' loox 101 C24.0O 

F04 2nd Olive PCW9S12 £149 M 
CPS8256 InlBrtacB £59 00 



LISTING PAPER 

11" 1 9.5" 1 Pert SOgam M Part - 2000 
11" x 9.5" 1 Part 70flsm MPart - 2000 . 
If ■ 95" 1 Pari BOgam U Perl . 1000 

11- 1 95" 2 Part 0TC ■ 1000 

11- I 9J- 2 Pan NCR ■ 1000 

11.ee' 1 9.25" 1 Part 700,jm M'Perf . 2000 
11.66" x 9.25" 1 Part B&gsm M Part - 1000 

11.66 1 9.2S- £ Pari NCR ■ 1000 

12" 1 S.25" t Pan Mtgam O'Part 

12" x 9.25" 1 Pari TOgamO'Perl 

12" x 9.25" 1 Part Tttaam M'Peri 

12" * 9.25" 1 Pan SSgsm M Peri 



.£1096 
.£1t.9S 

£895 

f 13.99 
£1600 
£1499 
£1050 
£27.50 
.£12.95 
EMM 
£1495 
£995 



COMPUTER LABELS 

99mm x 24mm 1-wide Boxed 2000 £11-22 

asmnn * 36mm l -wide Boxed 2000 £1 6.08 

127mm x 36mm 1-wide Soxed 5000 £46.74 

89mm x 36mm 1-wida Boxed 2000 various colours £16 84 

102mm x 36mm 1-wide Boxed 2000 various colours £19.90 

102mm x 36mm 1-wide Boxed 2000. £17.3* 

89mm x 36mm 2-wkIb BoxBd 5000 .....£30.38 

102mm x 49mm 2-Mide Boxed 4000 .£37.01 

107mm x 36mm 2-wide Boxed 5000... £42.12 

66mm x 36mm 3-wrde Boxed 5000 £26.34 

89mm x 36mm 3-wrde Boxed 5000.. £33.96 



BOOKS 

15 Hour Wordprocessing Ams PCW £5.95 

Advanced LocoScripl Ams PCW E4.50 

Ams 6256r85i2 More Wdpfocestw £9.95 

Desktop Publishing Ams PCW £9.50 

Easy Guide to Amstrad PCW £e.50 

Gel Started BASIC Logo PCW Rev £5 95 

Guide To Logo £6.135 

LocoMail User Guide .£14.95 

LocoScripl 2 A AMS PCW Comp £11 95 

LocoScnpl 2 PCW9512 £9.95 



LocoScript 2 uaer Guide . 
LocoScript LocoMail LocoSpell . . . . . 

Looking inlo LocoScript 2 Ams- 

Mallard Basic PCW Intro* Rel 

Mastering Amst PCW 825&W2 

Ops Guide Amstrad CPCJPCW 2nd Ed 

PCW Machine Code 

Prac Re( Gde Wordproc Ams 6256 

Program Youi PCW (Mallard 

Proteit PCW Ussrs Guide 

Step by Slap Gde LocoScript 

Using Amstrad Word Prxessor 

Using Databases Amstrad PCW 

Using The Amslfad PCWG512 

Wordprocess Wllh LocoScript 



.£14.95 

..£8 50 

£1495 

£995 

£8 95 

£1495 

£1395 

....£6.95 

£650 

. £9.95 

.£4.95 

.£9.25 

£6 95 

£9 95 

...W.95 



Quantity 



Item 



HOW TO ORDER 

Payment by cheque to: NAME 

COMPUTACCOUNT {UK} LTD (Bi^B ADDRESS. 

Carriage (end Paper & Labels): Items 

less than £50: £2.50; E50-10O: £4.50. 

Carriage and insurance on items over 

£100 (exd Paper & Labels): £9.50. 

Carriage Paper & Labels £4,50 per 

item. Please add VAT at 15% to 

total, including carriage. 

Send to: Computaccount {UK) Ltd., 11 High Street, Harborne, Birmingham B17 9NT 
or telephone 021-428 1111 with your Access details. 

Prices subject to Changs without notice. Please phone For stock availability before placing your order. 



Price 

.£ £, 

.£ £. 

.£ £. 

TOTAL £. 
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These pages provide a guide to the best software around 
for the Amstrad PCW. Published in three monthly parts, 
this time it's the turn of Spreadsheets, Games and 
Graphics to face the ultimate test. We've set out to test 
every piece of software we could lay our hands on, and to 
give you enough information to decide which program is 
the one you might be looking for. 

The selection isn't comprehensive, but the software 
listed here represents what we think is the best of that 
currently available. As well as a brief summary of what 
they do, there are the main Plus and Minus points for each 
program - Piuses have a ▲ by them, Minuses a ▼. 

Most of the packages mentioned throughout this guide 
should run on all three models of the PCW - unless, of 
course, we have stated otherwise. 
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tf a database replaces an address book, 
then a spreadsheet replaces the back of 
an old envelope. It is really an electronic 
piece of paper which allows you to jot 
down numbers, juggle them around and 
analyse the cost benefits of a situation. 
Vital for businesses, spreadsheets can be 
useful to home users too: if you want a 
bank loan you will find that showing your 
bank manager a spreadsheet printout of 
your living expenses answers a lot of 
questions! 

A typical spreadsheet has a grid 
of rows and columns. This grid forms 
a screenful of cells identified by their 
column and row numbers, e.g. A3, 
K36 etc. Each cell can contain a simple 
number, some text to make the page 
easier to read, or a formula telling the 
spreadsheet to work out a number using 
values from elsewhere. The power of 
spreadsheets is in this last category, for- 
mulae. You can make a cell's value 
depend on the value of cells above it, 
or to the left of it, and this value is then 
automatically updated if changes are 
made to the other cells. 

So how do you choose between 
the various spreadsheets? One difference 
is sheet size, i.e. the number of cells 
you are allowed to work with. You'll 
need a few hundred for home 
use, and 1000 or more for business 
use. Another area is the range of formu- 
lae that you can use - all spreadsheets 
allow simple column and row totalling, 
but with some you can get complex 
statistical analyses too. As with all soft- 
ware, think very carefully what you will 
need before choosing. 



Mini Office 
Professional Plus 

£49.95 < Database Software • 0625 878888 

Mint Office is a suite of five integrated programs - 
database, word processor, graphics module, comms 
package, and a very good spreadsheet Broadly similar lo 
SuperCalc in operation with usual features of auto or 
manual recalculation, replicating of rows/columns, powerful 
range of arithmetic functions etc. Printout is a strong 
point - rowsfcolumns can be put into itatic/botd etc, and prints 
draft. NLQ or even sideways! Cant sort end can't just save 
data or structure of a spreadsheet, but maximum size of 
spreadsheet is claimed to be 320k. You can use the data 
from a spreadsheet in the graphics module directly- The 
manual is, however, pretty useless. 

PLUSES ■ MINUSES 

A Good, full-featured easy to use spreadsheet 

A Prims in draft, NIG or avert sideways 

A Maximum size of spreadsheet 320k 

a Cart transler data directly to graphics module 

A Can drive 24-pin printouts 

▼ 'Save' options nol as versatile as SuperCalc 

Cracker turbo 

£49.00 • Paperback Software • 0245 265017 

A spreadsheet designed with advanced calculating power 
firmly in mind, including statistical functions. The screen 
layout is totally defined by the user, and cell value 
calculations can almost be full programs. e.gDO... WHILE. 
ft might prove loo complex if alt you want is simple spread- 
sheet operations. The screen messages are very helpful 
though. Turbo is claimed lo be faster than Cracker 2_though 
sometimes isn't noticeably so. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Can cope wiln very comple 1 

a Flexible screen format defined by the user 

A On-screen prompts are very clear 

A Graphs char is can be automatically produced 

▼ Documentaiion is targe, but obscure and confusing 

▼ You've got to do a lot of work just to get started 

▼ Very complex for quick, simple applicatrons 
¥ Needs some programming skills to gat the 

most out of it 

▼ Free workspace is on the small side (1 7k) although memory 
is used efficiently 




SuperCalc 

£69.95 ■ Amsc 




The best selling spreadsheet officially endorsed by Amstrad. 
SuperCalc 2 is broadly similar to Scratchpad Plus, but it has a 
smaller workspace and is less flexible about the allowed 
spreadsheet dimensions. 
You can store sequences of commands for repetitive 



calculations. Price includes VAT and p&p. 
PLUSES 'MINUSES 

A Excellent manual - sections for beginners 

end experts. 
A Stores commands to run Irom files 
A "Data Interchanged allows you lo transfer spreadsheet 

data to other applications 
A Comprehensive range of calculation functions 

available 
A Screen can be split Into 2 windows 
T Spreadsheet is limited by memory size 
▼ No graphical output facilities 

First Calc 

£29.95 ■ Minerva Systems • 0392 437756 

Touted as a quick and simple to use program for the begin- 
ner, this is nevertheless quite a powerful spreadsheet, with a 
large capacity, ability to replicate formulae, expert etc. Really 
it's not vastly more user-friendly than the rest bul £ 
value package all the same. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 



A A lot of program for the moH 

A Good tutorials with demo files 

A Simple to use but reasonably sophisticated 

f Not much easier to use than more powerful 

packages 
▼ Program Is limiied by the memory capacity of Ihe PCW 

(300 - 400 tilled cells) 





You can use a graphics package to cre- 
ate and store diagrams and drawings on 
disc, to be amended, adjusted or printed 
out at will. 

There are three main types of graph- 
ics package: art, technical drawing and 
graph plotting programs, in art packages 
the emphasis is on designs and pictures, 
with freehand drawing facilities, a selec- 
tion of pretty text fonts and a variety of 
patterns to fill areas with. These are 
made much more effective and easier to 
use if you have a mouse. 

Technical drawing packages concen- 
trate on shapes, such as squares and 
polygons, lines and labels. Finally graph 
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plotters will take your data and turn them 
into bar charts, pie charts and so on. 
9512 owners will have to buy a dot matrix 
printer to do all this, of course. 



Master Paint 



£19,95 • Database Software • 0625 878888 

A WIMP environment graphics package (windows, icons , 
menus, and pointer) which will run with Kempston, AMX or 
Electric Studio mice. Usual facilities tor drawing curved or 
straight lines, polygons, boxes, circles and ellipses, and a 
host of W patters. Undo' function and eraser facility, plus 
the ability to zoom in on a part of the picture. 

PLUSES ■ MINUSES 

a WIMP environmeni makes it easy to use 
A Zoom function lets you fine-tune your piclures 
A Good range ol effeds 
A Undo and erase factories 

▼ Tesl fonts are boring 

▼ Can't move large blocks with the copy function 



MasterScan 



£69.95 • Database Software • 0625 878888 

A device which dips on to your printer heed and scans 
pictures, sending the digitised result to disc. You can 
then use the pictures in desktop publications or in 
other graphics packages, such as Master Paint. Very 
useful for newtsetter production but the claims for Master 
Scan as a tow-cost tax machine are grandiose - the quality 
of scanned text is poor if the text is anything h 
headline size. 



PLUSES ■ MINUSES 



'W& 
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A Simple method ol getting good digitised graphics 

a Suitable for all desktop publishing programs 

A Contrast control useful 

▼ Quality Of scanned text Is bad - no good for fanes 

▼ Problems with illustrations containing lots of grey 

Lightning BASIC 

£24.95 ■ CP Software • 0993 823463 

A very clever add-on to norma! Baste which works on 
three ievels. The first contains all the everyday commands, 
whilst the second and third levels are used for designing 
icons, characters and sprites. There is something in il 
or everyone, whether an experienced Basic programmer 
or a beginner. 
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PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Simple and easy to use 

a Makes simple Basic programs look really 

professional 

A Good fun to use 

T Documentation can be unclear 

T Printed output is coarse draft quality 

V Can only cope with simple graphics 

Complement Fonts 
& Borders 

£12,50 ■ Dragonfly Designs • K'A 

Although it can be used vfith all the main DTP packages, this 
latest complement disc was designed to work alongside Stop 
Press. The 11 fonts supplied on the disc show consistent 
good design and artistic Hair and are easily loaded. 

PLUSES « MINUSES 

A The fonts provide a very professional finish. 
A It is possible to rotate and reverse elements. 
A Very user-friendly, 

▼ Setting up borders tends to be difficult and time-consuming. 
T Printed output couJd be better (but it is still 
above average). 

Signwriter 

£29.95 • Wight Scientific ■ 081 858 2699 



Offers the widest range of features of any of the poster 

printing programs, Signwriter provides a range of 20 fonts, 
some of them very imaginative, ideal for posters. 

PLUSES MINUSES 

A You can redesign fonts and design your own symbols, 

A A wide range of interesting fonts is available 

▼ Not very u&er-lriendly. 

▼ Font design is slow. 



Stop Press 

E49.9f.AMS- 0625 878888 



Though touted as a DTP program. Stop Press is an 
excellent graphics package. Can present data in the form of 
graphs, pie charts etc.. and has the usuai range ol facilities to 
draw and Hit triangles, boxes and so on plus a very good 

zoom' option which lets you examine the effect of 
changes in great detail. 

PLUSES » MINUSES 

A Good graph drawing facilities 

A Can design your own area fill patterns 

A Good range ol clip art. which you can modify 

if you wish 

A Can superimpose one image on another 

A Wcrits with AMX and Kempston mice 

A Is also a good DTP package 

T Undoing wrongly placed texl is difficult 

AYE PLUS 

£24.95- CP Software -0993 823463 

The full title is Alt you ever wanted to know about 
graphics, the universe and everything on PCW 8256/85 12... 
but were afraid to ask PLUS' Phew. A wide range of little 

programs to do graphic things on the PCW like smooth 
scrolling, defining windows, moving sprites around. The 
programs are written in assembler, with the source code 
provided it you want to see how to program them tor yourself 
and adapt the routines 

PLUSES i MINUSES 

A Wide range of useful Functions 

A Can be used from BASIC, machine code, or 

other language 
A The assembler source code is supplied 
A Inexpensive 
A Good manual 
A CP don't mind you using their routines in 

programs you sell 

▼ A bit long- winded lo use from BASIC 

▼ No easy way of loading just the routines you want 

Page Magic, Disc Image 
Kit, Disc Poster Kit 

£13.50 each ■ HD Design • 04867 81394 

Clip art collection with a difference. This suite ot three ready - 
made design aids offers a wide range of additions to your text. 
Page Magic contains a series ot sporting images and digitised 
male and female shots, together with a handy selection of 
frames and borders. Image Kit has a range of images, from 
Spitfires to Buddha, whilst Poster Kit offers an excellent collec- 
tion of print styles, which reproduce with astounding clarity. 

PLUSES 

A Poster Kit contains ready made words such as 

'Fete' and 'Sale' 
a Excellent visual clarity 



VIDI PCW 



£79.99 • Rombo Productions • 0506 414631 

A very simitar package to the Electric Studio digitiser, not 
much to choose between the two. Rombo'S works with the 
Fleet Street Editor, Electric Studio's with Newsdesk 
international 

PLUSES * MINUSES 

A Text can be inserted from within the program 
A 1 6 levels of shading 



A Can print images to screen in delined order and time apart. 
▼ Unhelpful manual 

MD Cleartext 

£13.50 • Exemplar Design ■ n/a 

Designed lor use in con/unction with MicroDesign , MD 
Cleanoxi allows you lo create your own type styles to liven up 
your work. There is a range ot non-English fonts on otter as 
welt, including the accents in the French. German and Spanish 
languages. An excellent add-on to en excellent DTP program. 



PLUSES 

A Developed in conjunction with Creative Technology them 
selves, resulting in a comprehensive appreciation of A 

A MhcroDesign's workings. 

A No jagged edges or loss ot dofinilion when large characters 
are printed out 

A Produced Irom a qualily and highly reputed source 




The choice of games for the PCW is far 
from extensive in comparison with what is 
on offer for other machines. However, the 
range is widening, and the split between 
text-only adventures and graphics-based 
games is becoming more even. Text- 
based games rely heavily on the use of 
parsers, which help you navigate an 
adventure by analysing words individually, 
and pointing you in the right direction with 
clues in the results of their findings. The 
ability of a parser is. not surprisingly, 
responsible for the success or failure of a 
game; bad parsing can ruin an adventure. 
Where graphics are concerned, quality, 
originality and speed are on the increase. 
What is on display here represents the 
best of the games currently available for 
the PCW. Each game is given marks out 
of five for its various features. 

Academy (Tau Ceti II) 

£14.95 * CRL • 081 533 2918 • 8000s only 

The sequel to Tau Ceti. To qualify as an advanced 
skimmer pilot, you must complete successfully 20 
missions. Blast enemy craft with your personally 
designed skimmer. 



GHAPHICS 
LASTING APPEAL 



*S ADDICTIVENESS 515 

415 VALUE VERDICT 515 



Avon 

£14.95 . Topologika • 0733 244682 ■ All PCWs 

Based on the world and work of Shakespeare, this text-only 
adventure puts many a puzzler lo even the most well-versed 
student ot the bard. A handy help mode wilt get you out ot the 
tighter comers. Compulsive gameptayi 



ADDICTIVENESS 



CHALLENGE 



4.'S 



ATMOSPHERE 



45 



VALUE VERDICT 4/5 



Backgammon 

£1 2.95- CP Software- 0993 823463 -All PCWs 



% My % 8600 PLUS 




COR NIX ^ . ,„.,„. 

^j^f Our reputation speaks for itself . 



SOFTWARE 



SIMPLE ACCOUNTS II 

Tlie easiest book-keeping program I've ever used 
Persona) Computing April 1989 

Only £69.95 Incl. V.a.t. 



INVOICING 

Mature, versatile and user-friendly 
Amstrad PCW May 1990 

Only £59.95 Incl. V.a.t. 

Now With FREE Credit Control 



Card-Index 

An elegant solution to a database anyone can use A well thought out piece of software 
Amstrad PCW August 1987 Amstrad PCW January 1989 

Only £34.95 Incl. V.a.t. 



Job Estimating 



Only £79.90 Incl. V.a.t. 



We also provide :- 

a full range of support services including consultancy, advice, training and bespoke software. 

We Make Your Computer Work For YOU 

Comix Software Ltd. Tavistock House, 34/36 Bromham Road, Bedford. MK40 2QD. 

Telephone : (0234) 219969 



WORLDWIDE 



■SOFTH/^RE 



106A Chilwell Road 


Tel 


Beeston 


0602 


Nottingham 


252113 


NG9 1ES 


(24 hrs) 



Tel 


106A Chilwell Road 


0602 


Beeston 


252113 


Nottingham 


(24 hrs) 


NG91ES 



Fax No.: 0602 430477 

All prices include VAT and 1st Class Post in the UK. 
Export, Government and Education orders welcome. 



AMX Mouse'Desklop Publisher £58.95 

Bridge Player 21 50 £21.95 

Business Controller (Digita) £59 95 

Classic Games 4 £14.95 

Clock Chess 89 £13.95 

Colossus Bridge 4 £13.50 

Colossus Chess 4 £13,50 

Graham Gooch Cricket £14.95 

Hi Solt C ....,£38.95 

Hi Soft Knife Plus , £14,95 

Locoscripl II f Locospell £32,95 

Locolile £28.95 

Locoscripl 2 £22.95 

Mastartile 8000 £3295 

Maslerpack (Masterpainl t Maslerscani £58,95 

Mini Office Professional Plus £33.00 

Money Manager Plus £28.95 

Payroll (Digita] £29.95 

Payroll Plus (Digita) £89.95 

Prospell £22.95 

Scapeghost £14.95 

Scrabble £14.95 

Small Business Accounts (Cash) £69.95 

Slave Davis Snooker £13.50 

Tomahawk (Helicopter Simulator) .... £14.95 

Trivial Pursuit £14.95 

The Complete Home Entertainment Centre ..£1 7.95 



Sage Popular Accounts Plus £102.95 

Popular Invoicing £58.95 

Educational 

Belter Maths (12-16 Yrs) £12.99 

Belter Spelling (9-14 Yrs) £12.99 

Magic Maths £12.99 

Mains Mania (8-12 Yrs) £1 2.99 

World Wise £12.99 



FEW ONLY AT THIS PRICE 

PCW 8512 Dual Drive 

Wordprocessor/Computer 

ONLY £450.00 

includes VAT & Delivery 



SAGE CASH TRADER 

Ideal for shops, pubs, 

farms etc 

ONLY £89.00 



10 xCF2 Maxell Disk 
ONLY £19.50 



Please make Cheques and Postal Orders Payable to 

Worldwide Software 

Credit Card Orders accepted by Phone or Mail. 



LOWEST PRICES 




GUARANTEED! INC VAT & DELIVERY 




5 


10 


20 


50 


100 


E8r1 
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Unbranded 3" discs 


£9.95 


£17.99 


£35,50 


£87.50 


£170.00 


Maxell or Panasonic 3" 


£1095 


£18 95 


£37.75 


£94 00 


£185.00 


Artisoft 3" discs 


£1 1 .95 


£21 .95 


£43.50 


£107.95 


£213.00 


Individually cased 3" 


£1 1 .95 


£22.45 


£+4.50 


£109.95 


£215.00 


Individual plastic cases 


£2.50 


£4.95 


£9.45 


£21.95 


£39.95 


3" Disc Labels 


£0.35 


£0.65 


£1.20 


£2.75 


£4.00 


3 1/2" discs 


£5.50 


£8.95 


£17.45 


£39,95 


£79.00 


5 1/4" discs 


£2.50 


£4.95 


£9.50 


£21.95 


£39.95 



DON'T 



THROW AWAY USED FABRIC PRINTER RIBBONS 
- REINK THEM FOR £1.15 EACH 



DISC BOXES 

INC ! KEYS, DMDERS ETC. A QUAUTY 
LOCKA8LE BOX FOR 3" OR 3 1/9" DISCS 

CAPACITY BOX & 

5 CF2 £2.75 MAXELL CR2S 

(SCAR BOX 5 Maxell* Box ,,,£12. 

NOT LOCKABLE) BOX & 1 CF2.E26.50 

Holds 35 £7,95 BOX & 20 CF2X49.Q0 

Holds 70 £11.95 

QUALITY 3IBBONS 
BLACK ft COLOURS FROM £3.95 

BLACK PCWB256/512 PCW9512 

FABRIC £3.25 £3.25 

Caribonum Film. .,£4. 95 £4.95 

COLOURS (Red, Blue, Green, Brown, Orange) 
FABRIC £4.95 £4.95 



SELF ADHESIVE LABELS 

Continuous 1000 2000 

1 ACROSS 
n*«-Xl*M £5.95 £10.95 

3 VS x i5; 14 £4.95 £9.50 

3 1/ S x1 7, 14 £5.95 .£10.95 

4x1 7/i6 £6.95 £13.50 

5x1 7?i» .£7.45 £14.50 

4x2 is; 16 £9.95 £19.50 

Other sizes available 2, 3 
or 4 accross P.O. A 

A4 MOUSE MAT £4.95 

3" Drive Head Clean ins Kit ....£4.95 

Typeface Cleaning Kit £4.95 

Dust Covers 8000/9000 £1 1 .95 



DISC FORMAT TRANSFERS £5.95/ DISC SAVE EEC'S 

TRANSFERS BETWEEN 500 FORMATS 
r- -3l«" 5 1/rCP/M MSDOS APPLE/MAC SBC 



WE ARE PUBLIC DOrMIN SPECIALISTS, SEND LARGE S.A.E FOR FREE CATALOGUE. 

OVER 80 DISCS IN OUR LIBRARY; LANGUAGES, UTILITIES, GRAPHICS, DATABASES, 

ASSEMBLERS, GAMES & TUTORIALS £4.95 per disc. 

PCW-WORLD 

COTSWOID HOUSE, CRADLEY HEATH, WAS LEY, WIST MIDLANDS B44 TNF 

3 TELEPHONE OR FAX 0384 66969 ANYTIME _— 
AH prices include VAT A Post and packing ^k % 
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A fairly good implementation ot the gambling board-game. 
Playing speed is easily atterabte and is totally unrelated to 
the games level ol skill control 

RANGE OF FEATURES 4/5 STRENGTH OF PLAY 3/5 

GRAPHICS 4/5 DOCUMENTATION 3'5 



Blackstar 

£1 4.95 ■ CRL ■ 081 533 291 8 -3000 s only 

A traditional text adventure with targe playing area. You 
explore Castle Blackstar in search ol a power orb. 



4/5 INTERACTION 2/5 

4/5 VALUE VERDICT 4/5 



ATMOSPHERE 
CHALLENGE 

Bounder 

£13,95 - Gremlin • 0742 753423 • 8000s only 

A graphics bouncing-ball game . You have to direct the ball 
over a treacherous network of squares & hexagons. 
Persevere - or use the cheat model 

GHAPHICS 4/5 ADDICTIVENESS 3/5 

LASTING APPEAL 3/5 VALUE VERDICT 4/5 

Brian Clough's Fortunes 

£19.99- CDS- 0302 3211 34- All PCWs 

A cross between Monopoly and Football Manager, combining 
boardandPCW. Go for league and cup success - but keep 

the bank manager happy tool 

GRAPHICS 2/5 ADDICTIVENESS 4/5 

LASTING APPEAL 4/5 VALUE VERDICT 4/5 

Bridge Player 
Galactica2150 

£19.95 • CP Software • 0993 823463 • All PCWs 

The upgraded Bridge Player 2000. Excellent Tutor mode 
with hands wntten by Nichiola Gardener of the London 
Bridge School. Retains strong play. 



GRAPHICS 
LASTING APPEAL 



3/S STRENGTH OF PLAY 4/5 
4/5 VALUE VERDICT 3/5 



lassie Games 

£19.95 • CP Software • 0993 823463 • All PCWs 

A compilation of classic 'thinking' games on one disc: Clock 
Chess, Bridge Player, Backgammon and Draughts. Excellent 
value for money. 

Clock Chess 89 

£19.95 ■ CP Software • 0993 823463 ■ All PCWs 

One of the better PCW chess programs. You can after the 
level ot play by specifying a lime limit. Capable ol very 
strong play and the 30 graphics are excellent. 

GRAPHICS 4/5 STRENGTH OF PLAY S'5 

RANGE OF FEATURES 5/5 VALUE VERDICT 5/5 

Colossus Chess 4.0 

£19.99 - CDS Software • 0302 321134 • All PCWs 

A very strong chess game which manages to use time which 
you spend thinking to plan Its strategy. Bags ol features. 

including blindfold games. 



GRAPHICS 
LASTING APPEAL 



3/5 STRENGTH OF PLAY 3/5 

4/5 VALUE VERDICT 3/5 



Corruption 

£24.95 ■ Rainbird • 0666 504 326 ■ All PCWs 

Takes you into the heady world of stocks and shares where 
making money is what it's all about. There 's something 
rotten in the state of Scots Electronics and it's up to you to 
find out what. 

ATMOSPHERE 4/5 INTERACTION 5/5 

CHALLENGE 4'5 VALUE VERDICT 5/5 

Cyrus II Chess 

£1595 ■ Artisoft • 0279 454555 • All PCWs 

Chess game with a stunningly detailed 3-D dtspfay. The play 
is quite strong, with several handy features tike allowing you to 
take back a move. 

GRAPHICS 5/5 STRENGTH OF PLAY 3/5 

LASTING APPEAL 4/5 VALUE VERDICT 4,5 

Double t Patience 

£14.95 • Thurston Techniques • 0395 277496 • 
All PCWs 

Six well-known card games (from Poker Patience to Pairs) to 
be played either alone or against the computer. 



GRAPHICS 


2/5 


ADDICTIVENESS 


5/5 


ATMOSPHERE 


4/5 


INTERACTION 


5/5 










CHALLENGE 


4/5 


VALUE VERDICT 


4/5 


LASTING APPEAL 


4/5 


VALUE VERDICT 


3/5 











Fish 



£24.99 < Rainbird ■ 0666 504 326 * All PCWs 

The underwater world of Hydropolis is under threat from a 
gang of interdimensional anarchists. They've stolen a focus 
wheel and dismantled it; your job is to get it back. 
Excellent graphics. 



ATMOSPHERE 
CHALLENGE 



5/5 

4/5 



INTERACTION 
VALUE VERDICT 



4/5 
5/5 



Forestland 

£14.95 • Classic Quests/ Audiogenic • 081 861 1166 

You're tn a forest and you're not sure how you got there, 
whether you are asleep or awake, and how the devil to get out. 
You need your wits about you in this game to puttie your way 
out of the wicked wood. 



CHALLENGE 3.5 ADDICTIVENESS 4^5 

ATMOSPHERE 3/5 VALUE VERDICT 10 1 = 



Gnome Ranker 

£14.95 • Level 9 ■ 0344^87597 • All PCWs 

You follow the adventures ot Ingrid Bottomtow, the intrepid 
gnome, through a fairy tale landscape full ot compelling puz- 
zles. Humorous and rather quaint. 



ATMOSPHERE 
CHALLENGE 



3/5 
3/5 



INTERACTION 
VALUE VERDICT 



3/5 
4/5 



Goblin Towers 

£14.95* Classic Questsi'Audiogenic ■ 081 861 1166 

A game for beginners to adventuring. Goblin Towers sees you 
as a brave warhor , seeking to retrieve treasure from a goblin- 
ridden castle. 



ATMOSPHERE 3/5 ADDICTIVENESS 3'5 
CHALLENGE 3/5 VALUE VERDICT 9/1 5 



Green 



£12.00 • Classic Software • All PCWs 

Race against the Global Warming in this new eco-drama game 
set in forestland threatened by over zealous lumberjacks. 

Preserve your morality points, perfect your strategy, and you 
might save the trees trom destruction. 



ATMOSPHERE 4/5 



GAMEPLAY 4/5 



CHALLENGE 



VALUE VERDICT 



3/5 



4/5 



Guild of Thieves 

£24.95 • Rainbird • 0666 504 326 • 8000s only 

To join the select Guild ot Thieves in Kerovnia. you first have 
to show your worth by fleecing an island ol all its treasures. An 
excellent adventure! 



ATMOSPHERE 5/5 INTERACTION 4/5 

CHALLENGE 4/5 VALUE VERDICT 5/5 



Head Coach 



£15.95 • DGA/Coda • 061 330 0184 • All PCWs 

You coach an American Football team, picking players and 
deciding tactics against real NFL teams and players. Incredibly 
detailed simulation - a must lor NFL lans! 



Head Over Heels 

£14.95 • Ocean ■ 061 832 6633 * 8000s only 

A superlative, compulsive 3D arcade adventure where you 
control either Head or Heels. Escape from Castle Btacklooth 
and tree the Empire's enslaved planets. 

GRAPHICS 5/5 ADDICTIVENESS 5/5 

LASTING APPEAL 5/5 VALUE VERDICT 5/5 

Inerid's Back 

E105 • Level 9 • 0344 487597 * All PCWs 

Sequel to Gnome Ranger in which Ingrid returns to Li 
ttle Moaning to find it under threat from Jasper 
Quickbuck who wants to replace st with a yuppie estate. 
Adventure in 3 parts. 

ATMOSPHERE 4'5 INTERACTtON 4ft 

CHALLENGE 5 5 VALUE VERDICT 4/S 

Jinxster 

£24.95 • Rainbird • 0666 504326 - All PCWs 

Titos one's all about saving the civilisation ot a place call 
Aquitania trom the wicked Green Witches. Alt you have to da 
is and and reassemble a magic bracelet and redirect Its enant 
powers. A very atmospheric game. 

ATMOSPHERE 5/5 INTERACTION 4/5 

CHALLENGE 5'5 VALUE VERDICT 4/5 

Knishtorc 

£19.95^ Level 9 ■ 0934 814450 . All PCWs 

You are an ore in this typical Level 9 adventure by the name of 
Ghdleguls. An addictive game with lots ol action, plenty to 
explore and mind-bending puzzles. 



5/5 INTERACTION 5/5 

5/5 VALUE VERDICT 5 5 



ATMOSPHERE 
CHALLENGE 

Lancelot 

£14.95 • Mandarin/Level 9 • 0625 878888 - All PCWs 
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ASTROLOGY for beginners 

Teach yourself astrology using your Amstrad 



Buy a Starter Pack comprising a simple program to calculate a 

horoscope, an introductory booklet and 2 self-teaching programs 

(how to interpret the horoscope). 

ONLY £12.50 No previous knowledge required 

For ALL Amstrada (CPC, PCW, PC, PPC) 

Payment by Access /Visa, Cheque, P.O. Please state make of 

computer or send s.a.e. (about 9"x7") for free catalogue giving 

details of our wide range of programs for PROFESSIONAL 

ASTROLOGERS including complete natal interpretations and 

forecasting. 

Also I CI [DfG. GRAPHOLOGY, BIORHTTHMS, NUMEROLOGY, etc. 



ASTROCALC 

[Dept 8000) 67 Peascroft Road. Heme! Hempstead. 
Herts HP3 8ER England. Tel: 0442 51809 



reeufy cask 

for business 

up to 96 categories 

up to 4 VAT rates 



AUTOMATE YOUR PETTY CASH 



FORGET THE LARGE BOOKS 



Monthly, period and annual printouts. 

Send s.a.e. for details 

Pecwy Software 

S MI S£i, p .„„„«. E-SwHtS 

Specify 8000 or 9000 Series Tel: 071-727-0909 



ALL OUR PRICES INCLUDE VAT 

UNBEATABLE PRICES ON CF2 DISKS 

FREE 3" CLEANING KIT WORTH 
OVER £5.00 WITH EVERY ORDER 



L~ 



MAXELL 3" CM DISKS (uncased) 



1 



10 X £20.90 per box 

20 X..... £19.90 per box 

30 X £18.90 per box 

| MAXELL 3" CF3 DISKS (In plastic cases) ~^ 

10 X £22.95 per box 

SOX £21.95 per box 

30 X £20. 95 per box 

| PCW PRINTER RIBBONS GUARANTEED QUALITY "^ 

PCW8256/B512 

Fabric Nylon £4.30 

Carbon M/S £3.95 

PCW 9512 

Fabric Nyton .....£3,85 

Carbon WS £3.70 

Goods are despatched same day if in stock. 
Postage at normal P.O rates. /Access and Visa welcome. 



TEL 051 639 7900 
TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 

THINGI COMPUTER AND OFFICE PRODUCTS 

THE BUSINESS CENTRE, 
CLAUGHTON ROAD, BIRKENHEAD L41 6EY 




:%lT: 



£. 



COMPUTER 
REPAIRS 



AMSTRAD 



We repair Amstrad models 8256, 8512. 9512, 
PC1512, PC1640 and Amstrad Monitors. 
All repairs carry a 3 month warranty. 

PHONE US NOW FOR DETAILS 



SUREDATA 



DEPT+, UNIT 6 
STANLEY HOUSE 
STANLEY AVENUE 



TELEPHOJVE: 081-902 5218 WEMBLEY MIDDX HA0 4JB 






:<•'. 



MASSIVE SAVINGS 

on printer ribbon cassettes. 
TRY US OUT! 
Simply send us ONE used printer cassette (stating 
printer make and model), together with sufficient 
postage stamps for its return. We will renovate it 
and return it to you with our bill, to be paid when you 
next re-order (if you don't re-order, you don't pay!) 

n ALADDINK 
(DEPT 80) 
EYEMOUTH 
BERWICKS 
TD14 5AP 



TELEPHONE: 08907 50965 






MICRO DESIGN 2 - FLEET St. EDITOR 
DESKTOP PUBLISHER & STOP PRESS 
ON 3" OfSC FOR THE PCW 
(STATE DESKTOP FORMAT REQUIRED) 

75 GRAPHICS ON DISC CA1 

STILL ONLY £9-99 incl p+p 

PICTURE REFERENCE SUPPLIED 

WITH ALL ORDERS 

CA2 NOW AVAILABLE 

(OETAILS FREE UPON REQUEST) 



B1I B1 %\ iz&EJ 



AGB ILLUSTRATIONS 

5 Queens Drive, Prestwich, Manchester M25 8HQ 




POPULAR RANGE SAGE PCW SOFTWARE 



Popular Accounts ±69 

Popular Invoicing £49 

Popular Accounts Plus... ±99 



Popular Payroll ...±49 

Popular Cash Trader. .±79 
Popular Retrieve ±49 



NB Popular Retrieve Database is recommended for use only 
with twin disk 8256/8512 or single disk 9512 PCW computers 
Prices include VAT & delivery. Terms: Payment with order. 
Please state which PCW you use when ordering. 
Full range of computer services are available to clients within 
50 miles of Newcastle. Please telephone for details. PCW and 
PC systems using Sage Software fully supported. 

Let us help you get the most from your Sage Package 



Jordans Limited — = 

26 Lansdowne Terrace Gosforth 
Newcastle upon Tyne NE3 1HP 



= Telephone 
(091) 285 3366 



Software Guide 






A game in three parts which recounts the adventures of 
Lancelot . Manufacturers have vividly created an Arthunan 
world in which points are awarded tor displays of chivalry, val- 
our or benevolence. The game permits a full range of 
powerful commands. 



ATMOSPHERE 
CHALLENGE 



S.'S INTERACTION 
4(5 VALUE VERDICT 



515 

515 



Mindfishter 



£24.99 • Abstract Concepts Activision • 01 431 
1101* 8000s only 

An adventure game set in post-hofccaust Southampton. Hero 
is a psychic ft year old boy who can change himself into all 
different kinds of animals, and who has accidentally projected 
himself into the future. It's up to him to change the course of 
events and prevent nuclear war. 



ATMOSPHERE 



CHALLENGE 



5'S 



INTERACTION 



VALUE VERDICT 



3/5 



Myth 

£22 (membership) - Magnetic Scrolls • 
0279 725585- All PCWs 

Join Official SecreSs and you can have access to this excellent 
adventure game, where you find yourself cast as Poseidon - minus 
his godly powers* Rescue your fate from She lap of the gods, 
ADDICTIVENESS 4/5 ATMOSPHERE 4/5 



CHALLENGED 



VALUE VERDICT 55 



The Pawn 

£24.95 ■ Rainbird • 0666 504 326 • All PCWs 

An excellent adventure with dozens of superb screen illustra- 
tions, zany characters and a host of batfting puzzles. Will keep 
you entranced for hours. 

ATMOSPHERE 5/5 INTERACTION SH 

CHALLENGE 515 VALUE VERDICT 515 

Return to Doom 

£12.95 • Topologika • 0733 244682 • All PCWs 

Sequel to Countdown to Doom; you're back on the planet 
Doomawangera again to track down the embassador Regina 
who has been kidnapped by some very unpleasant robots. 
Another text-only adventure game. 

ATMOSPHERE 315 INTERACTION 215 

CHALLENGE 4/5 VALUE VERDICT 4/5 

Scapeghost 

£19.95 • Level 9 ■ 0934 814450 ■ All PCWs 

You're a ghost with a mission - to catch the crooks who 
framed you on earth. You tramp your way through spooky 
cemeteries - solve the puzzles and brave she vivid graphics, 
and justice will be done. 



ATMOSPHERE 4(5 
GRAPHICS 515 



CHALLENGE 4/5 
VALUE VERDICT 4/5 



Silicon Dreams 

£1 9.95 • Rainbird • 0666 504 326 • All PCWs 

A trilogy of intriguing adventure games. You are secret agent 
Kim Kimberley saving Snowball 9 from almost certain doomi 
With a humorous novella. 



ATMOSPHERE 
CHALLENGE 



m 

4/5 



INTERACTION 
VALUE VERDICT 



4/5 
4/5 



Starglider 

£24.95 -flainbird ■ 0666 504 326 ■ 8000s only 

A sophisticated shoot- 'em-up with 3D vector graphics and a 
dose of strategy loo Your task is to save Novenia. helped by 
a complex ptaying guide. 

GRAPHICS 5/5 ADDICTIVENESS 4/5 

LASTING APPEAL 4/5 VALUE VERDICT 5/5 

Steve Davis Snooker 

£19.99 -CDS -0302 321134 -All PCWs 

Surprisingly realistic simulation of both poof and snooker 
games - not as easy as it looks either* Foul shots, breaks and 
allows for spin. side r strength of shot Good value, despite sit 
the balls being greens! 

GRAPHICS 2/5 ADDICTIVENESS 3 5 

LASTING APPEAL 3/5 VALUE VERDICT 3/5 

Strike Force Harrier 

£19.95 • Mirrorsoft • 01-377 4645 ■ 8000s only 

A combat simulation of a Hawker Harrier, designed in 
conjunction with British Aerospace. Very detailed and realistic 
but you'll need to put in a few hours with the manual to get 
off the ground. 



GRAPHICS 
LASTING APPEAL 



4 5 ADDICTIVENESS 

3/5 VALUE VERDICT 



3/5 
3/5 



Time and Magik 

£14.95 ■ Mandarin Software • 0625 879920 • All PCWs 

An excellent trilogy of time travel adventure which can be 
ptayed in any order. Your task is to protect She history of the 
world from the destructive Umetords -another very 

atmospheric game. 

ATMOSPHERE 5/5 INTERACTION 4/5 

CHALLENGE 5/5 VALUE VERDICT 5/5 

Tetris 

£19.99 ■ Mirrorsoft * 01-377 4837 • 8000s only 

You fit together bricks ot various shapes that drop out of the 
sky at the bottom of the screen. The bester the fit the higher 
your score One of those ridiculously simple ideas which is 
very addictive! 

GRAPHICS 3/5 ADDICTIVENESS 575 

LASTING APPEAL 45 VALUE VEHDICT 515 



Tomahawk 

£19.95 ■ Digital Int. ■ 0276 684959 ■ All PCWs 

A sophisticated Apache helicopter flight simulator. Impressive 
cockpis view graphics as you engage tn combat missions - 
can be used with a joystick too. 

GRAPHICS 4/5 ADDICTIVENESS 3/5 

LASTING APPEAL 4/5 VALUE VERDICT 4/5 

UK Trivia Treasure Hunt 

£24.95 ■ IMC Software ■ 0604 54814 • All PCWs 

Pit your wits against the program in this carefully planned 
game which would have Anneka working overtime. The quest 
for success is thcky : correct answers take you to various 
locations nationwide - but watch your fuel gauge or you'll be 
back to square one. 



ATMOSPHERE 3/5 GRAPHICS 15 

CHALLENGE 3/5 INTERACTION 2/5 



Ultimate Quiz 

£14.95 - DGC Software ■ 0337 7444 ■ All PCWs 

Ten quizzes on topics as diverse as the Highway Code and 
the Italian language. Clean screens and an easy to use pro- 
gram make Ultimate Quiz excellent entertainment and good 
value tor money too. 
GRAPHICS 5/5 CHALLENGE 4/5 



LASTING APPEAL 35 VALUE VERDICT 



55 



Witch Hunt 

£11.50 • Classic Quests/ Audiogenic • 081 861 1166 

In Wiled Hunt, you have been changed from an evil scheming 
rotter into a positively charming person ■ and you are not at all 
happy about ft To be returned to your former state, you have to 
gather the ingredients to give so the warty witch who can con- 
vertyou back. 



ATMOSPHERE 



3/5 ADDICTIVENESS 



a« 



CHALLENGE 4/5 VALUE VERDICT 10:15 

World of soccer 

£15.95 • DGA/Coda ■ 061 330 0184 • All PCWs 

A soccer management simulation game: you select squads of 
players for your international team and guide them through the 
European end World Cups- Gives a good insight into the kind 
of strategic thinking required. 

ATMOSPHERE 4/5 INTERACTION 3'5 

CHALLENGE 4/5 VALUE VERDICT 4/5 



Yes Chancellor 

£14.95 ■ Topologika ■ 0733 244682 • All PCWs 

Become John Major tor a day with this intense game/chal- 
lenge written in BASIC. Whether it's budget balance or Infla- 
tion control at slake, the Unions and the voters stilt have to be 
kept happy. Now is your chance to see if you can do It belter 

than the professionals at Westminster 1 



ATMOSPHERE 315 
CHALLENGE 4/5 



INTERACTION 3/5 
VALUE VERDICT 4/5 



NEXT MONTH 

The guide continues with the cate- 
gories Of WORD PROCESSORS, 
ACCOUNTS/PAYROLL, UTILITIES 
and DTP. The month after will cover 
DATABASES, EDUCATIONAL SOFT- 
WARE, COMMUNICATIONS and PRO- 
GRAMMING, and the month after that 

it's back to this month's topics. 
Our intention is to keep publishing 
the three parts of the guide in rota- 
tion, updating it each month to 
include all new products. If you would 
like to see other sections of the 
guide, back issues of 8000 Pius are 

available at £1.75 each. 

Meanwhile, if you are aware of any 

significant errors or omissions in the 

file as published, please let us know. 

We intend to maintain it as THE 
authoritative guide to PCW software. 
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Distinctly Digita 

Cleverly written and always favourably reviewed in the press, 

Digita produces a range of powerful, low cost software for the home and business user. 



DGPAYROLL PLUS SPECIAL VALUE COMBO PACK 1 




© 




As pff DGPayruii , b ut d e$: gned for (he farmer business with 

laellllies f x up lo 999 employees. 

E79.95 



E-TYPE 



The complete package designed for the home user. 
Contains: Datastore II, Supertype II, o*n r\e 

Personal Tax Planner, Classic Invaders £49.95 



•^ 



'*-*, 



• t 




Do you o vBf have to print names and addresses- 31 awkward 
places on envelopes, or do you over need lo Ml in tricky 
forms or invoices where ihe text has lo be in exactly the r.ghl 
place'' Usually you have to do il by fiand. or gel your trusty 
old typewriter out of the cupboard and dufil i( off. Wei I not 
anymore. The -Emulated' TYPEwntef transforms your 
computer and primer mio a fully Hedged typewriter, 
supporting bold, underline, italic and other lyce-sh/les 
Because 'E can display and print text INSTANTLY you can line 
up your form, press Return and Space a few tunes to move to 
ihe correct place . and then Stan typing. Alternatively you can 
switch to i ne-by-h.".E! mode, which otters ward-wrap 
jusiff ication and proportional spacing, so that you can edit 
each Fine bflore il's prinlfd. ***%* ne 

LZ4.95 



PERSONAL TAX PLANNER 



Are you absolutely sure your laxman is doing his job 
correctly? Plan your own tan win ease, this menu-driven 
program wilf calculate your income lax liability [i tan years 
included^ and provide penmeni tacts about your tax posriiw. 
you can perform ' whaler ?' calculation to discover ways to 
mmirnise your tax I lability In led. the program wil I advise 
you on things such as. >t you are a married man, whether il 
would! be advantageous to have your wilt's income taxed 
separately or not Ai itiir> price who knows, you will probably 
find that PTP hfM pay lof I tself i n tax savings the f i rsl time you 
US* 10 

" STOP PRESS " 
July '69 - PTP user receives tax refund ol over C2.0QQ 1 ' 
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SPECLAL VALUE COMBO PACK 2 



The complete package designed for the business user. 

Contains: Datastore II, Supertype II, 

Business Controller, DGPayroll £99.95 



r : ' i«S5S 
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2AVB 



;iw lit 



geeou* 



V 



i$ , *®m 



£24.95 
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SUPERTYPE II 



Perhaps the only reasonable en i-cism of the Amsr/ad PCW 
m ighl be the standard of printed output. Upgrade your printer 
with Ihtsctover sottvrare utiNty. The program wilt provide you 
wilh 8 radcaity different and professional typestytes giving 
your documents an original facelift The ingenious thing about 
Supertype is Iha! once you've established you? favourite lonl 
on a disc, you won l even notice it working. You run your 
software in We normal way and everything wiill be the same 
ereept when you pnnt out. Supertype 1 1 works with LocoScrlpI 
lup lo *e?s ot 2 I6i a/id ANY OTHER suitable C?M software. 



**Hr 



!l / 



£14.95 



CLASSIC INVADERS 



Escape from executive stress with the classic space invader 

'"" £13.95 



<Xt.lt 
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Available to I 
Digita, GEM, Greyhound, 
HB Marketing, Lazer, 
Leisuresoft, R & R, SDL. 



t39.9s »*t£Zi 
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DIGITA 

INTERNATIONAL 



"Serious software at a sensible price" 

All software written in the UK. Prices include VAT&P&P (add £2.00 for export) 



• HOW TO 01 



CREDIT CAR ,NE 



Post: Digital uon;il Lt< 

Black Horse I :• 
Exmouth D 
EX8 1.1 M 

K3893 



THE LATEST AND GREATEST PRODUCTS AT THE BEST POSSIBLE PRICES! 
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HOT LINE 0458 74011 
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The 



8000 PLUS COLLECTION 



Description 



• The ultimate tips book tor ihe Amsirad t n . 

PCW. Collected from issue 1 to the present w ' y 

day it covers every lacel of PC W use. Book and Dl sc 



Price Order No 



£11.40 8602 
£14.40 8603 



e 



SAVE £6 



HOME ENTERTAINMENT 
CENTRE 

CDS • A brilliant compilation consisting of Description 
Backgammon, Darts, Dominoes, Video 
Card Arcade and Wordsearch, 



Home Ent. Cen 



Price 
£13.99 



Order No 



8611 







YOUR FRIENDLY AMSTRAD 

PHP • Word processing on the Amstrad 
PCWB256/8512, Includes a 12 session 



FREE PACK OF 20 DISC LABELS 

Description Price Order No 



LocoScripU course and 12 HELP pages. Your F. Amsttrwl £9.95 8612 



LEARNING TO LOVE 
I YOUR AMSTRAD 

PHP • Includes sessions on Word 
processing, LocoSpel I/Mail. For all users 
o( Locoscript 2. 



FREE PACK OF HIGHLIGHTER PENS 

Description Price Order No 

LT.LV. Amstrad £1095 6613 



© 



PASCAL 



SAVE E1 3 



HiSofr • Generally accepted as the next 

step up fra m BAS I C. Pasca I will produce Description Price 

faster coda for you to pep up the PCW. Pascal 



£26.95 



Order No 
S614 



© 



AMS SOL DISC BOX save up to eio 

Protect your 3" discs in this smart, lockable Description Price 

box Stepped base for easy selection, _ _. - ^T^T 

Made in high impact resilient plaslic One Disc Box £10.95 

Two Disc Boxes £19.50 



Order No 



© 

© 



CRACKER 2 SAVE C20 

Paperback S/ware • The most powerful of 

spreadsheets. Creale complex graphs, bar Description 

charts etc with this Buyers Guide winner. Cracker 2 ~ 



8092 

30922 



Price Order No 
£29.95 8061 



8000 PLUS BINDER 



■ Buy a gold-embossed binder and watch 
your collection of 8000 Plus grow into the 
definitive library of PCW information. 



Description 
One Binder 
Two Binders 



Price Order No 

£4.95 

£9.00 



8004 
8076 



8000 PLUS T-SHIRT 

• The truly terrific Amenoan Royal Blue T- P " 01 



© 



Price Order No 



shirt with the honour of carrying the 8000 
Plus logo on th e left breast. 



Med T-Shirt 

Large T-Shitt 



£4.96 
£4.95 



8071 
8072 



^ 



LOCOFILE 8256/851 2 



FREE LOCOSCRIPT 2 

J) The pop-up database for LocoScript 2. WALLCHART & T-SHIRT 

* Loco File provides the classic easy-to-use Description Price Order No 

environment, 

LocofileSOOO's £29.95 8044B 



© 
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MINI OFFICE PROFESSIONAL SAVE m AND FR£E PACK 

Database • Word processor, database, of HIGHLIGHTER PENS 

spreadsheet, graphics and communications 

in this integrated package. Complete with Description Price Order No 

"The All in One Business Computing" book. ... .-„. „ , 

Mini Office Prof £26.95 8610 

SPORTING TRIANGLES savece 

CDS • 1 2 action packed sports lo choose 

from: Soccer. Cricket, Rugby, Golf. Tennis. Description 

Boxing, Athletics, USA sports, etc. 



Price Order No 
Sporting Triangles £1 3.99 8615 




8000 PLUS MAIL ORDER 

Description 



Name 



Address 



Postcode 



Phone number 



Method of payment (please circle) Please make all cheques payable total order 
Access ■ Visa • Cheque * PO to Future Publishing Limited 



Price 



Order No 



;| Credit Card No 
Expiry date 



• For overseas orders call Kelly for pY»es on 0458 74011 

SEND THIS FOAM TO: 8OQ0 Plus, Future Publishing 
Ltd, Freeposl, Somerton, Somerset, TA11 7BR 

No samp nqurrcd II pojim In IM UK. ctunntl liundi ot Ow lilt ot Man 



AGENDA special offer 



"The AgendA has 
certainly met my expecta- 
tions; it's versatile and 
good value for money. I 
wouldn't be without it!" 

Gunter Wittenberg, 
8000 Plus, February 1990. 




"Microwriter say that you will 

soon be writing as quickly as you 

can long-hand... Their claim, if 

anything, is over modest. Within 

an hour of starting to learn the 

key combinations, I was typing as 

fast as I could write long-hand ..." 

Rod Lawton, 

8000 Plus, February 1990. 



GunierWiitenbcrg 



Our verdict when we recently reviewed the machine? 
Performance 4/5 ... Ease of use 4/5 ... Documentation 5/5 ... 




Don't despair those of you Mho missed last month's competition in which we were giving 
away a free AgendA lo each of the three lucky winners. You can now - available through 
these pages alone -buy a £195 AgendA with u p to £60-worth of accessories for a special all- 
in price of £199. And that's inclusive of VAT. 

Not only is the AgendA (winner of this year's British Design Awardt ihe world's smallest word 
processor, it is a powerful and flexible free-form database too. Our special offer includes a 32K 
RAM AgendA (complete with internal nicad batteries, charger and manual), an additional 32K 
RAM plug-in memory card and an RS2.12C cable which has been set up to plug straight into a 
serial interface (available from your local dealer if you haven't already got one. I The whole 
package also comes with simple step-by-step instructions showing you how to connect the 
AgendA to your PCW. 

You can use the AgendA absolutely anywhere, both lo help you organise your daily life and to 
produce letters, reports, memos and notes which can easily be transferred to your PCW. Thanks 
to a comprehensive keyboard (A-Z keys, function keys, numeric keypad and rapid text-entry 
microw riting keys) the AgendA isfasi and easy lo use despite its small size. And learning to 
Microwritc lakes less lhan half an hour ... 

Expanding range of optional extras 

There are a number of accessories available for ihe AgendA including French and German 
phrase books. PC communication pack, Mac Pack, parallel cable, programming language (the 
recently released BASIC code), A comprehensive spreadsheet and a very powerful maths and 
finance plug-in card are to be released imminently. 

Transport files between different computers 

The AgendA can be used lo easily transport ASCII files between different computers. You can 
move such files between your PCW and a PC or an Apple Macintosh. This is all the easier thanks 
lo the powerful PC and Macintosh communications packages available as an optional extra. 

Computer power when and where you need it 

Take up this special 8000 Plus offer and you will find you have a versatile, easy-to-use pocket 
computer that will free you from the constraints of desk-bound computing. 
Hurry up, though, because the offer closes on September .101 li. 



! 8000 PLUS AGENDA SPECIAL OFFER 

! NAME . 

J ADDRESS 


NUMBER OF AGENDAS 
CREDIT CARD NO 




TOTAL PRICE 






EXPIRY DATE 






POSTCODE 

j PHONENUMBER 

J METHOD OF PAYMENT (Please circle) 
i ACCESS • VISA • CHEQUE • PO 
! Please make cheques payable to FUTURE PUBLISHING LIMITED 


posted in the UK. Channel i 
_ SIGNATURE . Islands or the Isle of Man 

SEND THIS FORM TO: 8000 PLUS. FUTURE PUBLISHING LTD, i 
FREEPOST, SOMERTON, SOMERSET, TAD 7 BR 




PML. the marketing arm of KEMPS TON 
DATA LTD can now offer the following 
KEMPSTON MOUSE pacKs for AMSTRAD 
PCW owners at special tow prices. 



Mouse Pack 

Consists of a hi-res optically 
encoded mouse with two high 
quality tactile feedback micro 
switched buttons and 
dedicated interface that plugs 
directly into the expansion 
port at the back of the PCW. 

Mouse & Software Pack 
Consists of mouse, interface. 
DATA/iw a Jeeves. 
D*TA/!M'is the computer 
based personal organiser with 
Diary. Phonebook, Calendar 
and Notepad data files. 
Jeeves is a new desktop 
program that features Disk File 
Management. Calculator. 
Notepad. Calendar, Digital 
Clock and Phonebook. 



Mouse is compatible with: 

■ Micro Design 

■ Stop Press 

■ Desktop Publisher 

■ Fleet Street Editor 

■ Master Paint 

■ D/ATA/AT 

■ Jeeves 

Mouse ft DTP Pack 

Consists of mouse, interface 
and Micro Design 2. Micro 
Design 2 is a page processor 
combining the functions of 
Graphic Design and Desktop 
Publishing. Features text 
editing, typesetting, font 
design, powerful icon symbol 
system, full page layout 
facility and comprehensive 
graphics & file handling. 



Order Code AM25 Mouse PacK 

Order Code AM4S Mouse & software Pack 

Order code AM 50 Mouse & DTP Pack 



£49.95 
£69.95 
£89.95 




Phone now to order by Access/Visa or send your order by post 
(cheques payable to PML) 

0234 855666 

PML. 44 Singer Way. Woburn Road Industrial Estate, 
Kempston. Bedford MK42 7AF 



Catalogue your discs with Super-LINDEX! 



Only Makes a useful catalogue of your LocoScript discs 

CI^QC Uses information from the LocoScript Identify Text 
3> I t.TQ Catalogues PROTEXT files beginning with a >CO 
(inClUSiVe) comment 

Output to printer or text file, or file which can be read 

into a database such as LocoFile or dBASE II 

CP/M mode extends use to other types of file 

Designed for user convenience 

Earlier version rated 15/15 in 8000 PLUS December 1989 



NEU! 



I Deutsche Version jelzt erhdltllchl Mit deurschem 
iMenti, fur deutschen 2eichensatz und mit 
lausfiihrlicher deutscher Beschreibung! 



* FatU/<Al >ejjtw*\£ $twXcti ^k 

470 Leeds Road, Thackfey, BRADFORD BD10 9AA {Tel 027d 613300) 



KEYSTROKES LTD 



Phototypesetters 



• Setting from Amstrad disks, 
Loco 1 or 2, WordStar or ASCII 

• Helpful service, reasonable pricing 

• Page make-up, Multi column, 
Top quality keyline 

• Over 120 faces, sizes 5 to 72 point 

• Top quality setting at over 

5 million dots per square inch 



Expanding 



Reversing 



Condensing and 

Italicising 

available on 

the majority 

of faces 



Tel: Reigate, Surrey 0737 243682 Fax: 0737 224157 



ONLINE DATABASE ACCESS 



IF YOU 

*run a small company or business *need high-quality- 
research in a hurry *don't want to spend s fortune on it 

THEN 

We can help. We have access to over 1 500 databases 

worldwide. Just tell us what you need and what your 

deadline is. We can assemble your research and fax 

or post you the results within hours. 

Prices: from £30 (excl. VAT) per search 

Phone Barry Flynn at Media and IT Services. 

On: 081-985-0781 or 081 -533-5868 



* *FAST* +CHEAP*+NO FRILLS * * 
**NOFUSS** 



No ASCII! 

LASERS ET no fussi 



From just 



We use your Locoscript Layouts ! 

Five years experience allows us 
to offerthis unique service. Forget 
coding, use your PCW in the way 
you always do. We identify your 
layouts, bolds, italics, etc., and 
apply your choice of fonts from 
our large library. 

THAME SLINK 

99-101 St. Leonards RrJ. Windsor. SL43BZ 
per page Tel: (0753) 863356 Fax: (0753) 858330 




It's easy to make money 
when you know how 



Our HORSE RAC1N<; PROGRAMS need no racing knowledge. 

And more impnrtani they have made a good ptofir in each of ihe last 5 

years. 

In a comparative review in H0O0 Plus June I WO hy Tim Smith, Ihc 

Brimardon Formula Plus came out on Top of its competitors, h is 



■* 



SIMPLY THE BEST- BETTER THAN ALL THE REST | 



Brimurdon FORMULA - uses any daily paper - £23 
Brimardon FORML'LA PLUS - needs a racing paper - £35 



Send a cheque or postal order or write or phone for full details. 

Brimordon Computer Racing Service 

75 Cockerton Green, Darlington, DL3 9EG 

0325 288483 



£5 reduction in price If you return this advert with your order 
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Signwriter 

for th© AfS/ISTFJAD ROW 

only £29.95 

Professional lettering that looks good 

at any size. 

Produce quality Posters, Letter Heads 

& Notices in minutes! 

Extra Lettering Styles 
only £5.75 each 

Please ring for Information & Font sheet. 



WIGHT SCIENTIFIC . 44 ROAN STREET 

GR EENWICH, LONDON SEIO 9JT 
Eg] TEL: 081 858 2699 CJ 
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Postscript 

We answer a collection of your latest letters. This month's 
batch of letters include missives sent in by aggrieved subscribers 
in search of magnifying glasses, a plea for help from a builder- 
wanting to know how his PCW can help him in his chosen pro- 
fession and finally a plaintive cry from a 95 12-toting father 
desperately trying to communicate with his 8000 series-owning 
children. If you would like to contribute to these pages, then 
sit right down, write us a letter and send it to Postscript, 
8000 Plus. 30 Monmouth Street. Bath BA1 2XE 
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Redressing the balance 

[ wrile in reply to your review of 
Cashmaster in the May issue (44). 

While 1 agree on the whole with 
your review, Mr Frost argues that 
Cashmaster will accept non-existent 
dates such as 3 1st February and April, 
but I'm afraid this just isn't true. If his 
copy does, then I'd certainly be inter- 
ested to see it. 1 agree with the point 
about it being rather too easy to delete 
entries and so this has been improved - 
as has the profit and loss report. 

There will also shortly be a save 

and continue option. I'm sorry he had 
such a downer on the manual. Has he 
ever thought of flippancy as a virtue, 
and that life is just too short to be oth- 
erwise. It has, however, often been 
said that the programmer shouldn't 
write the manual - guilty as charged. 
Actually, I even printed it myself too. 

Martin Evans 
Programmer (Intraset Ltd) 

8000 Plus: Thanks for your letter. 



reaches a stage at which it can he con- 
structively reviewed, it remains one of 
the best database options around. 



Photo finish 






Hard Times 



Sorry folks, 1 don't like your new 
layout style very much. 

I used to mutter about the pink 
printing on purple background style at 
times, then put the blame on middle- 
aged vision, but the font selected for 
many of the articles now is a real 
problem. It has a spidery feel and is 
difficult to read. 

There are some improvements in 
layout: the 'Turf Luck' and 'Big 
Spender' articles are attractive to look 
at. but News Plus in particular is a mess. 

I suspect that someone has told 
you to be more serious; you haven't 
been bought out by Amstrad's accoun- 
tants, have you'.' 

Okay. 1 use my PCW fairly seri- 
ously, but I get enough technical and 
scientific literature to read in the office. 
Your magazine impresses with its con- 
tent; don't change that as well, will you? 
Mike Morrish 
Romsey, Hampshire 



I read with interest your reply to Dr 
Kays of Bristol about a database for 
recording photographic information. 

I totally agree with you about the 
suitability of LocoFile to do the job. 
As a newspaper photographer covering 
on average 1 ,500 jobs a year keeping 
.track of negatives can be a time-con- 
suming job. But with my own trusty 
PCW 8256. with memory upgrade, I 
can. in a flash, find the negative I need. 

Last March I did do a review of 
Fotocall for the publishers but, 
although, there were some good ideas 
in the suite of programs, I did find a 
few bugs in the programs and the 
' database was slow compared with 
LocoFile and not as flexible. 

Thanks for such an informative 
magazine. 1 look forward each month 
to seeing it on the newsagents' shelves. 
Tony Stocks 
Sutton in Vsh field 

8000 Plus: Of course, LocoFile isn't 
the only alternative. But until Fotocall 




Magnifying the problem 

1 dashed back to the office at lunchtime 
to make time for a quick browse 
through my June issue of 8000 Plus 
before the boss returned (I've tried to 
read 8000 Plus when he's around but 
there is a tendency for it to 'walk'). 

Picture my disappointment when I 
discovered that the free gift was miss- 
ing from my copy, I asked my 
newsagent but she just shook her head, 
although she did suggest the optician 
next door might have one. 

No, the optician doesn't take 8000 
Plus ( well, he might do) but he does 
sell magnifying glasses. 

I have been an 8000 Plus reader 
since issue one (about the same time as 
we got our Amstrad at work) and the 
magazine was partly responsible for the 
purchase of my own Amstrad a few 
months later. 

So, as you can imagine, with my 
full-time job and my part-time writing 
aspirations I spend a great deal of lime 
'squinting' between the two machines 
and now the same applies to my 
favourite magazine. 

Joking apart. 8000 Plus is still 
my favourite, and the benefits of a 
smaller typeface are obvious in terms 
of content, but I don't think my eyes 
could stand too much white on black 
in that size. 

Carol Balkham 
Bedfordshire 



8000 Plus: And we thought we were 
doing you all a favour, Still, you may 
have noticed that, although we've 
stayed with the Times serif typeface (ie. 
the letters hai'e little squiggly hits at 
the top and hoi torn I this month we've 
made it bigger in an effort to vanquish 
once and for all those pesky spiders. 

As for your conjectures, Mr 
Morrish, I'm afraid we don't have any- 
thing to do with Amstrad apart from 
the fact that we write about their per- 
sonal computer: and I can assure you 
that we haven't been bought out by- 
anyone, either. Maybe you're confus- 
ing us with another magazine. 



VHP H°^ , ^P opoPTHef p£, 
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Filing system 



Having read your rave review of 
Lindcx (December 1989), I decided to 
invest in a copy of the program. 
Organisation of LocoScript files has 
never been my strong point - 1 rarely 
used the Identify Text facility - but 
now. thanks to Lindex. I no longer 
spend frustrating hours searching for 
the file I need. The program is every- 
thing you said: easy to install and oper- 
ate, absolutely invaluable, and 
extremely good value. I wholeheart- 
edly recommend it to any LocoScript 
user, even to those who think their 
discs are already well -organised. 

PS: Although Festival Software 
Services is also based in Bradford, this 
is an entirelv unsolicited testimonial; I 
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am in no way connected with the Vicar 
of the Church who is raising money for 
Charity through the sale of Lindex. 

Pamela J Hill 
Bradford 

8006 Plus: If you've read la.il month's 
issue, you'll know dial Festival 
Software Services have just released an 
upgrade to Lindex called, funnily 
enough. Super/index. The main differ- 
ence between this program and its pre- 
decessor is that it can handle non- 
LacoScript files as welt. Have a read of 
the June issue for further information. 
AH proceeds continue to go to charity. 



Talking trio 



First of all I do apologise for my poor 
English, as I have no practice since 
ages. I would be very grateful if you 
could let me have some information. Is 
there any possibility of converting 720K 
discs to 1 80K discs? 

I now use a PCW 95 1 2 and my 
sons are using the PCW 8256 and 8512. 
They arc at a boarding school and we 
used to communicate by exchanging 
discs, but with my new 9512 it seems 
not to be possible any more. There is 
only the program copy 80(1) and we 
need it the other way round. 
Many thanks for your kind attention. 

Peter Rohricht 
Railtienhach, Germany 

8000 Plus: What you need is Three Inch 
Software's 9512 Rescue Kit. Put simply, 
what this does is enable the 9512 to for- 
mal and write to low capacity discs 
which can then be read either by an 
8256 or an 8512. In other words, it 
provides the second half of the 8000 
COPY facility you mentioned. The 
Rescue Kit costs £9.95: talk to Three 
Inch Software on 081 5462754. 

Building bricks 

I hope you will be able to help me. Nik 
Holmes of Creative Technology recom- 
mended you. I am a builder and run a 
PCW 8512 using LocoScript, Money 
Manager and McGregor estimating soft- 
ware as advertised in your magazine. 
1 have recently been thinking of 
obtaining software for the purpose of 
drawing building plans. Do you know 
of any that would run on my machine or 
would 1 have to upgrade it. If so, with 
what? Or do I simply have to buy a 
complete new outfit? I have Micro 
Design II but it's not quite what I need. 
A Blackwell 
Salisbury 

8000 Plus: 7>* PCW 'Draw from HTR 
Computing (0794 516279). It costs 
£39.95 and was first reviewed in the 
magazine in the July '89 issue, page 41. 

Exploding myths 



First, let's get the bouquets and brick- 
bats out of the way. 1 must congratulate 



Dave Gregg on his extremely useful 
article demystifying programming and 
making the PCW a time-saver for really 
boring chores. His program for arrang- 
ing appointments and sending memos is 
ideal for anyone who has to run an ama- 
teur theatre company or an orchestra. I 
hope to spot more useful tips in the 
months to come. 

Now a plea for a bit of advice. I 
have a single disc drive 95 1 2 and, in my 
work, it would be useful to have a 
portable of some sort to type upto 
10.000 words of text and then be able to 
load it into my machine at home and 
edit it, so I was interested in the piece on 
the Atari Portfolio. 

Seeking more advice. I went to my 
friendly neighbourhood computer shop 
and they took a deep breath and said: 
"Ooh, can't be done. Impossible that. 
There's nothing on the market that will 
talk to a 95 1 2." 

So is there or isn't there? And if 
there is, who do 1 talk to to find out 
more about it? 

i suppose it's inevitable that 1 sign 
off saying that the magazine is essential 
reading matter.. .Keep up the good work. 
Guy Morgan 
York 

8000 Plus: It rather sounds like you've 
been fed a line of nonsense. You can port 
data files from the AgendA to the 9512 in 
exactly the same way as to an 8000 series 
machine. Read pages 34 and 35 of our 
February issue to find out how. 

Who's sexist now? 

Racism is surely racism, ageism surely 
ageism, baldism surely bald ism and 
sexism surely sexism even when 
practised by blacks, wrinklies, baldies 
or women (Actually. I am male, black, 
bald and 68). 

Your Chauvinist Dig in May's 8000 
Plus gave a boost to 'The World's 
Who's Who of Women." Surely the title 
of this tome is most sexist. Just imagine 
if 'Who's Who' was changed to "Who's 
Who (Women Excluded)', what an out- 
cry there would be! 

Even my name seems to offend 
some people! 

PS: Stanley Baldwin also had trouble 
with the hirsute. 

Manley Whiteman 
Luton 

8000 Plus: Point taken, Mr Whiteman. 
We published this story really just to 
show that a body of people are prepared 
to take some sort of stand against sex- 
ism - regardless of whether it is male or 
female-oriented - in the computer indus- 
try, Naturally, it's a cause that we 
endorse: unfortunately, we can't answer 
for other industries. Maybe you should 
write to the book's publishers.' 

Those of you who would like to 
find out more about OASIS (the 
Organisation Against Sexism in 
Software) should write to them at 3 
Alden Court. Stanley Road. Wimbledon. 
London SW19 8RD. 



Accounting to taste 

We have been using a PCW 85 1 2 for the 
past four years and have subscribed to 
8000 Plus since issue 1 in 1986. 

In that time, your software reviews 
have been used to assist in our purchas- 
ing decisions. 

Comix Software are our main 
accounting and invoicing programs. We 
felt that a word or praise from an end 
user of their simple and reliable pro- 
grams might be of benefit to any 
small business that requires an 
uncomplicated and we 1 1 -documented 
accounting system. We have found the 
programs very easy to use with a really 
superb hot line support. 

Perhaps you may find the forego- 
ing of interest when you next look at 
accounting and invoicing software. 

8000 Plus is an invaluable source 
of reliable information for those of us 
who were only dimly aware of what PIP 
and side 2 of the CP/M disc was for. 

Andrew Phillips 
Minehead 

8000 Plus: Thanks very much for your 
letter, Andrew. We've always been very 
impressed with the software that Cor nix 
produce; it's always easy to use, wry 
professionally presented and excellently 
documented. I think you'll find that we 
featured the program you're talking 
about on our 'best in PCW accounting' 
spread on pages IS and 19 of the 
May issue. We agree: it's a cracker. 

Which upgrade? 

With my 8256, 1 got a copy of Mini 
Office Professional which I soon got the 
hang of so I decided to send away for 
llie Spellcheeker upgrade to help with 
my app.. apau.. apiling.. terrible 
spelling. After several weeks of wait- 
ing, my cheque was returned, with a 
message stating that Database Software 
were having technical problems, and s< 
were unable to supply the desired item. 

Not to be put off 1 decided to invest 
in LocoScript 2 with LocoSpell. Having 
received this parcel of goodies not a 
week ago. and reading through the pile* 
of literature that accompanied the discs, 
it seems that if 1 want to be able to use 
the dictionary properly, I will need a 
memory upgrade. 

Here is my question. Having avidly 
scanned your magazines, I have discov- 
ered three possible alternatives: 
I )Fit a new disc drive to create a drive B 
2)Install a memory upgrade 
3)Buy a SCA plug-in Rampac 
I would prefer not to have to take my 
8256 apart, so am leaning towards the 
Rampac. Would, do you think, this be 
the best possible option open to me? 
I would value your advice and help 
on this matter. 

Jane Tines 
Spalding, Lines 
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8000 Plus: There's no doubt at all 
thai 8256 owners have the i — *~~ 
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most to gain when it comes to the SCA 
Rampac. You get a double-site mem- 
ory expansion without having to ei liter 
pull your machine apart or send it 
away. It's definitely the upgrade that 
we would recommend for yon. The 
Rampac currently costs £99 plus VAT. 
Cat! SCA on 0903 700288. 
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Your magazine, 8000 Plus, is excellent 
for PCW owners like me bui, how 
about putting the subscription expiry 
dale on the address label? The first a 
subscriber knows that it has expired is 
when no current copy arrives and up 
here in the frozen north, you can't be 
sure of gelling one on the magazine 
racks of Ihe high street booksellers. 

DM VlacDonald 
Glasgow 

8000 Plus: Why not indeed.' Sounds 
like a good idea: Til pass your letter 
on to the department concerned. 



8000 Plus: Following the publication 
of Ashley's letter last month, we've 
received loads of letters just like yours. 
Consequently, next month sees the start 
of a brand new Cracker II tutorial 
series. Sit light, everybody, and we'll do 
our best to try and answer all of your 
questions. 

Video star 

Regarding the letter by David 
Bylheway (Postscript June 1990) there 
is a way he can use his PCW to put text 
onto videos. The Rombo V1DI 
Dig iiiser offers facilities for taking 
screens designed on a desktop publisher 
and allowing them to be recorded onto 
video via lhc Video In/Out sockets of 
its interface. It is not possible lo just 
write a small portion of the screen leav- 
ing the rest of the picture intact but 
whole title screens can look quite effec- 
tive (even if they are in black and 
while) especially if good quality fonts 
and clip-art are used. 

Rombo VID1 Digitiser available 
for around £79 from Rombo 
Productions, 6 Fairbaim Road, Kirkton 
North, Livinston, Scotland EH54 6TS, 
telephone 0506 414631. 

The digiliser comes complete with 
several software converters to allow 
output from most desktop publishers to 
be converted to VID1 files. 

Peter Whelerlon 
Middleshorough 

8000 Plus: Thanks for the information. 



Get cracking! 
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I read the letter from Ashley Hood in 
issue 45 and was prompted by it to 
write with my experience. I bought 
Cracker II from your good selves about 
six weeks ago. As yet, 1 have not man- 
aged to do any of ihe things it purports 
lo be able lo do. Mainly because of the 
way the manual has been written. 
Apart from grammatical errors of 
which we are all al times guilty, it is 
very difficult lo follow, and gives few 

step by step examples. 

What is needed is a book like JM 
Hughes "All in One Business 
Computing" only written with Cracker 

II in mind. Articles in your magazine 
might help, but one has to wail ages lo 

lave the subject covered. 1 have written 
twice to Paperback and gel no replies. 

G M or ley 
Taunton 



Cross words 



Part of Russel Ntmmo's letter (issue 45, 
June 1990) asked if there was a cross- 
word making program available. 1 have 
recenlly written a program that may be 
what lie is looking for. 

The program allows Ihe user to 
state the height and width of the grid and 
creates an empty grid of thai size with a 
flashing cursor. The cursor can be posi- 
tioned using the arrow keys to anywhere 
in ihe grid. As characters are typed on 
the keyboard, they are entered on the 
grid. The cursor can be commanded to 
move down or across automatically. 
Other functions are included to change 
ihe dimensions of the grid or remove let- 
ters from the grid. The finished grid can 
be saved to disc for later recall. 

1 have also written a program to 
load and print ihe designed crossword 
grid on the doi matrix printer. It auto- 
matically adds the clue numbers. A 
separate program prints the blank grid 
and the list of answers. All programs 
are written in C and compiled to stand- 
alone COM files. 

If anyone sends me a blank disc 
with a stamped self -addressed enve- 
lope, I will dump the programs on one 
side (Ardrive only). 1 hope this answers 
Russel's request. 

Alan Baker 
Bournemouth 

8000 Plus: Thanks for that, Alan. Don't 



forget, as we did last month, that Brian 
Thurston (of Thurston Techniques 
fame) has produced a program called 
XWorder (£14.95) for any PCW, which 
allows you to compile crosswords in 
LocoScript I or 2. For further informa- 
tion, talk to Brian Thurston on 0395 
277496. 

Speaking volumes 

I own an Amstrad PCW 8256 and L 
would like to learn Mallard BASIC. 
But there is a problem with this. The 
BASIC manual is like reading an 
unknown foreign language! Can you 
recommend another manual which 
would be an easier guide to learning 
Mallard BASIC? 

Deanne Lewis 
Essex 

8000 Plus: The two best buys for new 
programmers in Mallard BASIC are /) 
Program Your PCW! by Ian Sinclair 
(£8.50 from Glentop 1071 953 9292}) 
or 2) Mallard BASIC For the Amstrad 
PCW8256/85I2 and PCW95I2from 
Locomotive Software (0306 740606). 
That one costs £9.95. 

Hubble, bubble 

In reply to your comment on the letter 
'Science Report' (page 88, June issue), 
I would like lo remind you of a piece of 
software produced by me. Slickfit is a 
method of drawing diagrams of chemi- 
cal apparatus using clip-art drawn in 
Stop Press. Having said that, at least 
one of my customers uses the clip art 
within MicroDesign. 

Gerald Ponting 
Easlleigh, Hampshire 

8000 Plus: Thanks for your letter. 
Gerald. Slickfit costs £12.50 and can 
be obtained from Mr Pouting at 7 
Weavers Place, Chandler's Ford, 
EastleighS05 ITU. 
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THE TAROT PROGRAM 



NEW 



VERSION (3) 



NEW 



VERSION (2) OWNERS RETURN ORIGINAL DISC SEND ESJBO 

DEMONSTRATION DISCS FOR PCWS512 & PCW9512 SEND £8.00 

♦ Cards can be shuffled or specific cards can be selected 

♦ Cards selected are positioned in the Celtic Cross spread 

♦ Each card and postilion of the Celtic Cross interpreted 

♦ Provision for entering client's full name and dale 

♦ Option for full justification (left and right edges straight) 

♦ Facility to edit and create your own interpretation files 

♦ The Tarol Editor now includes a word warp feature 

♦ Output to screen or printer, over 5 pages of interpretation 

♦ Single sheet or continuous stationery (8000 series only) 
♦ Landscape output for Celtic Cross spread (8000 series only) 



FOR USE WITH PCW8256, PCW8512 or PCW95 1 2 ( PLEASE SPECIFY) 
£%/\ A g\g\ QtaejWi or P.O.s made payable to: 
T,7,&L MM K.F.HEVWOOD, UMCWMGAKWROAD, 



Overseas please add £2.00 



UPPER BRYNAMMAN, Nr AMMANFORD, DYFED 
SAI8 IDA ENQUIRIES (0269) 826664 



THURSTON-FRANCES 
ACADEMY 




LOCOSCRIPT 

CORRESPONDENCE 

COURSE 

• WORK AT YOUR OWN PACE 

• STRUCTURED MODULES 

• WORKING DISCS AND PERIPHERALS 

• ON-GOING ASSESSMENTS 

• PERSONAL PHONE LINK TUTOR 

Pay As You Learn ■ £49 for Module 1 and, without obligation, 
4 subsequent modules at f 12.50 each. 

LEADING TO A CERTIFICATE OF PROFICIENCY 

For details and prospectus apply to: 

Thurston-Frances Academy 

Administrative Office 

32, High Street, Budleigh Sarterton 

Devon EX9 6LQ 



a 



Telephone 0395 46482 
Facsimile 0395 277496 




Successful projects, reports, courses, 

meetings and presentations can be 

yours with Brainstorm 

• It's an ideas organiser 

• It enhances and encourages your thinking and creativity 
- It lets you build and rearrange maps of your thoughts 

• It's so fast, it never impedes your creative flow 
■ It's quick to learn and is genuinely easy to use 

• It's a tried and tested product with thousands of users 

• It comes with a full tutorial and reference manual 

• It's sold and supported by the experts - its authors 



■g-c 



Please send me: 
~| Amslrad PCW disk- only 
1 I — I Brainstorm- 1 enclose £29.99 
I The manual is on disk in both 

■ LocoScript and ASCII text tormats. 

J Further information 

■ My name is 

I My address is 

I 

I 



.-I 



£29.99 

all inclusive 



. Tel 



Please make your cheque out to Brainstorm Software 
Our address is: FREEPOST, Ruislip, Middx., HA4 8BR. 



1 ( Our lull address Is 18 Courtlands Close, Ruislip. Midd*., HA4 SAX. Tel: 0895 677845). I 



Competition 



COMPETITION 

Our thought for the day; interested in winning the New 
Testament - complete with concordance - on 3 inch 
disc? Then send in your competition answers now! 

A 
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jjible Society 



nyone who has read lasl month's 8000 
Plus will know just how impressed we 
were with Bible Society Software's new 
software release for the PCW - Bibliotee. The first 
ever New Testament to be committed to two 3 inch 
discs just for the PCW takes its text from The Good 
News Bible; it also has full concordance. This 
means that not only is the bible text easy to read 
and understand (The Good News Bible uses 
everyday modern English), the program can also 
carry out very detailed searches on particular words 
(complete with locational and/or thematic refer- 
ences) very quickly indeed. 

As if that weren't enough, Bible Society 
Software have incorporated into the program an 
unusual but eminently useful graph facility. An 
Absolute bar chart shows you how many times a 
specific word crops up throughout the twenty- seven 
books that make up the New Testament; a Relative 
bar chart, on the other hand, illustrates the relation- 
ship between the number of occurrences of a partic- 
ular word and the size of the book in which they appear. This helps you distinguish 
which books are more closely concerned with a particular word or tenet of faith. 

So knocked out were we with Bibliotee that we awarded the package an almost 
unheard of 20 out of 20, And precisely because we know that so many of you out 
there are involved with bible study of one kind or another, we've decided, in 
conjunction with Bible Society Software, to give away a free Bibliotee program to 
the three lucky winners of this month's competition. Not surprisingly, it's got a 
distinctly biblical feel to it. All you have to do is ring the correct answers and send in 
your offerings on the back of a postcard to Bible Competition. 8000 Plus, 30 
Monmouth Street, Bath BAI 2XF before the 28th July 1990. Good luck! 

1 When was The Good News Bible first issued in the UK? 
A 1976 B 1980 C 1966 

2 What is the name of the Jewish holy book of instruction? 

A The Veda B The Talmud C The Koran 

3 Who wrote East of Eden? 

A Jeffrey Archer B Thomas A Kempis C John Steinbeck 

4 How long was the reign of Pope John Paul I? 

A 12 years B 33 days C 18 years 

5 In what language were the first New Testament manuscripts written? 
A Hebrew B Latin C Greek 



May winners 



Our congratulations go to William Boxley from Bath, PAG Goulborn from Felixstowe and John 
Kim an from London who correctly spotted who said what to win their ready-made library 
of three indispensable PCW titles; Locomotive Software's Mallard BASIC Reference and Introduction, 
erstwhile K(XM) Plus editor Rob Ainsley's Pretext - A PCW User's Guide and, finally. Easily 
into LocoScript by Susan Rogers. 

The answers are as follows: 
Benjamin Disraeli, Sir Richard Steele, Mark Twain, Thomas Hardy and, lastly, Francis Bacon. 



Next month 

Hold the line! 

Don't miss the second part of our 
comms special; we will be taking a 
brief look at all the comms software 
available for your PCW and 
working out which represent the 
best value for money. This month 
we've logged on to bulletin boards; 
next month we'll be tackling that 
all-encompassing subject of E-mail. 
What is it exactly and what's in it 
for you? We find out. 

The PCW way to WPM 

Are you interested in tidying up 
your keyboard act? Or maybe 
you're just fed up of hobbling 
your way, two-fingered, across the 
keys. Either way, despair no 
longer. Next month, we will be 
putting the three best typing tutors 
currently available on the PCW 
market through their respective 
paces and working out which one is 
the most guaranteed to have you 
tapping the light fantastic across 
those letters in as short a time as 
possible. Buy next month's issue 
and find out how to go about it. 

Cracking good start 

Well, we asked you what you 
thought of it and you didn't hesitate 
to let us know. Next month sees the 
start of an apparently long-awaited 
Cracker 2 tutorial series. So, if you 
suspect that you may be in need of 
a spreadsheet, but you're not sure 
which one, read all about the PCW 
spreadsheet with the high resolution 
graphics - from the August issue. 

Well, well well 

Interested in calculating your eligi- 
bility for any of the means-tested 
benefits like Family Credit, Income 
Support, Rent Rebate or last, but 
by no means least, the good 
old Community Charge Benefit? 
Well, the good news is that the 
Evesham Welfare Benefits Program 
have recently released their five- 
year-old workhorse - of the same 
name - for use on PCWs. We're, 
warning you now: it's not cheap, 
but it does show you how to work 
out your entitlement for the Poll 
Tax Transitional Relief. Next 
month's review reveals all. 



The August issue of 

8000 PLUS 

will be on sale 
from 26th July 
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LISTING PAPER 



Don't risk losing 
your valuable data 

• Genuine Amsoft 

• Guaranteed Quality and 
Reliability 

• Buy from the UK's 
LARGEST SUPPLIER 

BOX OF 

FIVE 

BOX OF 

TEN 



PCW 

STARTER 

PACKS 



SAVE £££££'S 

PCW 8 SERIES -DELUXE 
STARTER PACK 

10 ■ AMSOFT CF23" DISKS- UAMS30L3" 
DISK STORAGE BOX - 2000 SHEETS LISTING 
PAPER I x 3 PIECE DUST COVER SET • 3 1 
AMSTRAO CARBON PRINTER RIBBONS ' 1 i 
CLEARHEAD 3' DRIVE CLEANING KIT 

SPECIAL 
INTRODUCTORY 
PRICE £ 




69.96 



PCW 9 SERIES -DELUXE 
STARTER PACK 

10XAMSOFTCF23" DISKS' 1HAMS30L3' 

DISK STORAGE BOX 1x3 PIECE D JST 
COVER SET ■ 3 x AMSTRAD CARBON BLACK 
PRINTER RIBBON 2 x AMSTRAD [ENGLISH) 
PRINTWHEELS, CHOOSE FROM LIST 
OPPOSITE 'YOUR CHOICE- 1x 
CLEARHEAD 3" DRIVE CLEANING KIT 

SPECIAL 
INTRODUCTORY 
PRICE £l 




CHOOSE FROM THESE 9 

DIFFERENT PRINTWHEELS 

LETTER GOTHIC 1QT12 

MINI GOTHIC 1 5 

ORATORIO 

■ PRESTIGE ELITE 12 

PRESTIGE PICA ID 

RECTA 10 

SCRIPT 12 

t THESIS PS 

COURIER ID 



5.95 



FOREIGN PRINTYYHEELS 

AVAIIA&L£. CALL FORPR^ES 

1M> DELIVER! 



CLEANING KIT 



CLEARHEAD FOR3- drives 

• Safer data 
storage 

• Easy to use 

• Prolongs disk 
and drive life 



PCW PRINTER 
RIBBONS 



GENUINE AMSTRAD 



PCW 8 

SERIES 
BLACK 


FABRIC 


CARBON 

MULTI STRIKE 


£4.80 


£4.99 


PCW 

9 

SERIES 


BLACK 


E2.99 


BROWN 


£3.99 


BLUE 


£3.99 



QUALITY COMPATIBLES 



pcw a 

SERIES 
BLACK 


FABRIC 


:apgon 

MULTlSTftIKE 


£3.29 


£3.99 


PCW 9 

SERIES 


£2.50 


£2.69 



11" x 9Vi" 60gsm 
1000 SHEETS 



£7.95 
£14.95 



2000 SHEETS 

(PLEASE ADD CAM TOWARDS DELIVERS ON 
ORDERS FOR PAPER UNLESS YOU ORDER 
WITH OTHE R ITEM S. TH EN DE LIVERY IS FREE 



DUST COVERS | 






3 PIECE 






PCWB 

SERIES 


£8.95 






PCW 9 
SERIES 


£8.95 










AMSCASE 



3" DISK STORAGE 

CASE -HOLDS 

10 DISKS £ 



5.95 



AMS 30L STORAGE BOX 



• High irnoacs resistant, anti- 
static pi aslic conslrutfien wilh 
insel smoked Eid panels. 

• Hinged lid with key operated 
security lock. 

• Stepped base for easy disk I 
selection wflh a capacity 
for f Uleen 3" disks either 
cased or uncased 

• Can accommodate up to thirty 3 1 
uncased disks. 

• Redesigned Ihroughout and 
now attractively finished in grey 

ONLY 



9.95 




PCW SOFTWARE 6 OF THE BEST 



• •"SESSi t3*- 39 •«* W SSST £ ^ ,8S 






[Database 



Sotaaie) 










FREE 

DELIVERY 

■(EXCEPT PAPER). ALL GOODS 

USUALLY DESPATCHED SAME DAV 

PLEASE ALLOW 2-S DAYS. 



NO QUIBBLE 

GUARANTEE 

IF ANY ITEM PROVES FAULTY WITHIN 12 

MONTHS OF PURCHASE WE WILL 

REPLACE OR REFUND IN FULL. 



CUSTOMER 
SUPPORT 

FRIEND LY ADVICE AN D AFTE R 

SALES SUPPORT ■ ANY PROBLEMS 

QUICKLY RESOLVE DTOYOUR 

COMPLETE SATISFACTION 




Compumart 

COMPUMART LIMITED, FHE£TOST|!tl+), 

JUBILEE DRIVE. LOUGHBOROUGH. LEICS LE" DXS 

TEL:SSM610«4 Fax: QS03 E1D23S 



NEWSTAR 
SOFTWARE 



News From The Software Specialist 



NewStar Distribution Limitedjhe Widford Old Rectory London Road, 
Chelmsford, Essex CM2 8TE Tel: (0245) 26501 7 Fax: (0245) 263969 



NewStar Software Catalogue 



NetuStar Catalogue 




By popular demand the PCW 
section has been expanded, 
and includes the complete 
Loco selection from File to 
Font. 

Displaying its usual 
comm itment to be much more 
than just another software 
vendor's flog sheet, the 
NewStar Software Buyers' 
Guide and Catalogue is 
available free of charge - just 
call or write for your copy. 

There are 64 pages describing 



More for the PCW 
owner than ever 

• More products 

• Prices shown incl.&excl. VAT 

• Extensive buyers' guide 
information 

• Networkand multiuser 
pricing 

• Features cross-ret. charts 

• Expanded PCW section 

• Business software 

• Entertainment software 

• ITS FREE -just ask! 

a complete range of IBM PC 
{and compatible) software, 
plus a lengthened section 
covering the best of the PCW 
software. 

Accounts, word processing, 
database and graphics are all 
covered. 

Check and see if your local 
software stockist has the 
NewStar catalogue avail- 
able - and if not, ask them to 
get some in, but don't delay 
about getting your free copy! 



Poly System 

A suite of easy to use soft ware 
tools, designed specifically 
for the PCW, which enables 
the user to present informa- 
tion attractively, show fig- 
ures as graphs or create dia- 
grams. 

• Full Poly System £60.83 



Price* hare ere EXCLUDING VAT 
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Touch'n'Go 

Typing Tutorial 

Can't type? Touch'n'Go will 
change all this - with a little 
effort, you can achieve 
mastery of the QWERTY 
keyboard in just 24 hours! At 
the end of the course you 
should reach speeds of 
40 words per minute, with an 
alphabetic accuracy of 95%. 

• Touch'n'Go £21.70 



NewStar Software ongmai and best 



Over 4 years of supplying software 
tor the PCW user makes NewStar 
probably the most experienced com- 
pany in the market place. 

We were there from the launch of 
the PCW with any CPM software 
transferred to 3" Sskon request; and 



our classic CPM applicationsTbucrt 
'n'Go, NewWord and Cracter are still 
the best in their respective fields. 

Several feature data and skill porta- 
bility to MSDOS (IBM PC) systems, so 
skills teamed on the PCW can be car- 
ried forward with no wasted effort. 



Cracker Iturto 

Still the only high res 

graphic spreadsheet 

for PCW users 
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The range of features and 

functions in Cracker remains 

unsurpassed for the serious 

spreadsheet user. 

And don't forget, like 

NewWord, Cracker users can 

upgrade to MSDOS and 

CDOS systems, taking all 

data and experience as you 

go! 

• Cracker 2 £42.61 



From PCW 
to PC 

...and back again! 



Included in the expanded 

PCW catalogue section is the 
latest edition of Software 
Technology's versatile 
CSTAM: the simple to use 
serial file transfer utility. 
Available with 3" PCW disk, 
3.5" and 5.25" PC disks. 

Move files between any 
combination of these 
systems. Serial connector 
lead supplied. 

• CSTAM £43.43 

• PCW Serial interface 
£59.95 

• CSTAM and Interface it 
purchased together £99.00 



NeWWOTQ 2 theclassic alternative WPforthePCW 



Lost in LocoScript? You may 
be surprised to learn that the 
most refined WordStar 
work alike of them all has 
been available to run on the 
PCW since long before 
LocoScript was dreamed of! 
NewWord2 operates under 
the CPM operating system, 
and uses the universally 
recognised codes that allow 
transportability of the skill to 
virtually any micro computer 
- including systems operating 
under CDOS and Unix! 



What's more, the files are 
directly transferrabl e ! 

• NewWord2 PCW £60.83 

• NewWord2 with Polyprinl 
typeface sets, if purchased 
together £99.95 

• Upgrade NewWord2 PCW 
to IBM PC edition £39.95 

• Upgrade NewWord2 PCW lo 
IBM PC edition with CSTAM 
file transfer utility suite £60.00 

(Return of original master disk required 
with all upgrade purchases) 
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Don't forget that our affiliate : 'publishing;;; 
company, PaperBack Software UK, operates 
lacbrnprehensivehotJine and support service 
*** Aa*^ : on aii its published products. 

Extensive support, dose integration of the facilities of UK published 
applications and the easy transfer of skitf and data to other types of 
computer software like Cracker and NewWord, makes 
PaperBack Software the logical solution for ail UK users. 



